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detected and expoſed; and the Calamities they 
1 bring on credulous believing Women, are parti- 
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Tranſlated from the Original, dy che Author of 


In wain are muſly Morals taught in Schools, 
By rigid Teachers, and as rigid Rules, 
Where Virtue with a frowning Aſpect ſtands, 
And frights the Pupil from ber rough Commands 3 
But charming Woman can true Converts make, 
Me love the Precept for the Teacher's ſake; 
Pirtue in them appears ſo bright, ſo gay, : 
Mi-,̃ hear with Tranſport, and with Pride obey, 
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2 ND UI. GING, as I ſaid, this 
dangerous Curioſity, J paſt from my 
Bed Chamber into a Cloſet, adorned 
with large Pannels of Looking-Glats, 
the Hangings and Window-Curtains 
were Crimſon Damaſk fring'd with 
Gold: Twelve Pictures all curioue 
Landſcapes, on which ſeveral little Children ſeem'd diver- 
ting themſelves, with Sports ſuitable to their Age, were 
placed between the Glaſſes, and at the upper end was a 


fine carved Book-Caſe, een a little Library of «; 


entertaining Books, 
” P-0 be ts © B This 
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Dig magnificent Cabinet opened into a Wardrobe, in 
= the midi of which flood my Toilette, covered with blue 
|} Taffety, embroidered with ſilver Stars, and covered with 
| a fine Lawn laced round with Bru/e/s. It was furniſh'd 
1 with every gay Trinket, that diſtinguiſhes Women of 
4 Faſhion from the meaner Sort ſuch as Bracelets, 

Ear. rings, Necklaces, Ribbonds, Fans and Gloves. I 
could have contemplated much loriger on theſe gay Ob- 
jects, if the Fear of being interrupted before I had gone 
thro' all the Rooms, had not obliged me only to take a 
tranſient View, _ 
A ſmall Alcove next attracted my 1 on ac- 
count of a fine Settee ſupported by kneeling Cupids, and 
__ others which ſeem'd in act of lying, bearing over it a 
Canopy of white Sattin emboſſed with Flowers, ſo na- 
= tural, one couldgot without Difficulty imagine them the 
Effect of Art. The Chairs were of the fame curious 
WWorkmanſhip, and this as well as the Cabinet was ador- 
ned with Pictures and Glaſſes. 
Prom this I went into a Dining- Room, where I found 
a large Buffet well filled with all Manner of Utenſils all 
of Silver, and ſome gilt fit for a Table, on one fide ; and 
oppoſite to it another, no leſs furniſhed with China of the 
moſt elegant Taſte the Hangings here were Ta- 
peſtry, and the Floor ame with a fine Carpet 
the Window Curtains green Damaſk laced with Gold, 
and made in the Feſtoon Manner and in one Cor- 
ner a Screen of ſuch exquiſite Painting, that well deſer- 
ved the Admiration of a much better Judge than myſelf. 
At laſt 1 returned to my Bed-Chamber, and paſling by 
a large India Cheſt, the Key of which being in it, 1 
lifted up the Top, and found it full of rich Silks, fine 
Hollands, Lawns, Cambricks, and Muſlins, all in whole 
Pieces, to be made up into Garments, as I ſhould think 
them fit for, and was proper for all the different Seaſons 
of the Year. Nothing was here omitted that could 
_ poſſibly be thought on, even of the moſt 1 
nature, and ſo well fancied, that it was not poſ- 
ſiüble for a Woman, Who had ſpent her whole Life in 


nothing 
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nothing but the Study of Dreſs, to have made a better 


or genteeler Choice. 
My giving a Detail of theſe Things, may roſſibly be 


looked upon as tedious, but I thought it necceſfary in 


Order to give the Reader a juſt Idea of my new Admirer 


neroſity, and obliging Attention, without the greateſt 


Gratitude ; to ſay therefore, that I was not highly at- 


fected with it, at that Time, would be injuring Since- 


rity, and tho? I could not then be convinced, as I ſince 


have been, that he had no criminal Views in what he 
did, yet I freely confeſs, his ſettling me in a Manner ſo 
pleaſing to my Inclinations, flatter'd my Vanity more 
than it alarm'd my Virtue. O how dangerous a Situa- 


tion, would this have been to a young Creature, with al- 


moſt any other Man than the diſintereſted St. Tal, or 
who had not the good Fortune, as I had, to infpire in all 


thoſe who liked me a certain Reſpect, which would not 


ſuffer them to exceed the bounds of Honour. 


he little Repoſe however I had taken the preceding | 
Nights, fatigued me to that Degree, that the Pleaſure I 
took in looking over all the fine things before me, gave 
way to the Deſire of reſting my akeing Eyes, ſo threw my- 
on the Bed, and ſoon fell into a profound Sleep: the 
preſent Contentment of my Mind prevented any unplea- 


ling Dreams, and only ſoit and agreeable Ideas Poſſeſt 
my ever-waking Fancy. 


F awoke not till the Day was very far advanced, nor 
perhaps had then done ſo, but for the Noiſe of Coaches 


hurry ing paſs my Windows; and then remembring I had 


faſtened the Doors, I got up and open'd that of my Bed- 
_ Chamber—— —1| had no fooner drawn the Bolt than 
my Waiting-Woman entered : O my Stars! Madam, 
| ſaid ſhe, with a fawning Smile, you are very timorous 


to ſhut yourſelf up thus at Noon-Day—— have been = 


a hundred Times I believe at the Door, to know your 


Tadyſhip's Commands, but be fear of diſturbing) you 


made me forbear knocking, I anſwer'd her in 4 very 
careleſs Manner; indeed there was ſomewhat in her 
Countenance that was quite diſagreeable to me- 


2 a | | are 


nor indeed can I to this Day remember his Ge- 


there 
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1 are involuntary Antipathies in Nature, and from my 
| Childhood I was too liable to theſe {ort of Prepoſleſſions 5 9 
] but as they ſometimes prove unjuſt, ſince I have arrived 7 
„ at Years of Maturity, I have taken no {mail Pains to 
{| correct this Diſpoſition in me; and could wiſh all my Sex 
 — would do the ſame ; for it argues a great Weakneſs in the 
Underſtanding, and frequently occaſions our making an 
ill Choice of Friends: many People there are who have 
: very unpromiſing Aſpects, yet have Souls infuitely more 
noble, than thoſe of the moſt engaging Countenances, 
But I had not yet ſufficiently grounded niyſelf in this 1 
Maxim, and Prochan, for fo this Woman was called, ex- = 
pyerienced it, for I neither could look upon her, nor ſpeak. | 
to her with that Affability 1 did to others, and which, ac 
# cording to the high Opinion ſhe had of herſelf, the ex 
2 pected from me. 

While ſhe was doing ſomething about the Rooms, 1 
placed myſelf at one of the Windows————it was now 
near Sun-ſet, the Evening extreamly pleaſant, and abun- 
i dance of People were taking the Air had not been 
1 accuſlomed to ſuch ſights, having hitherto been ſnut up 
F in Caſtles, or Convents in country Villages, and the 
= great Variety of Objects which now preſented themſelves, 7 
| afforded me a molt agreeable Amuſement. I was pro- J 

_ Gigiouſly charmed with the Elegance, and Genteelneſs of 
the Women's Dreſſes; I examin'd them with the ſtricteſt 
DODbſervation, and thoſe which moſt ſuited my own Fancy, 
b and that I had a Mind to im! tate, drew my Eyes after 

them, as far as I was able to diſtinguiſh one Object from 
'F another, Ah! that ſuch Trifles ſhould have the Power to 
eengroſs my Attention, at a Time, when the moſt ma- 
terial Matter that could befall me, _ to have left no 
Room for any thing but itſelſ— But I was young, 
and a Woman. 


. 
a8 


All my Sex, if they would deal with the fame Sin- 
cerit) 1 do, muſt acknowledge that to be curious 
in the Examination of feach other, is blended in our Na- 
ture, and one of our moſt ſtrong Propenſities-—and this 
[5 Detire is moſt commonly attended with a kind of Envy, 
_ ariſing from Selt- love — Tis very en for one beautt- 


ful 
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ful Woman to do juſtice to another, and as greatly as I 
have laboured to overcome this Meanneſs in me, even ro 
this Day I am apt to feel ſome of its Impreſſions. 


While I was thus employ'd in making my Obſerva. 
tions on all that paſſed by, I felt myſeif claip'd in the 


Arms of ſome Body, who taking the Advantage of the 


Poſture I was ſtanding in, took me about the Waiſt, 


without my being able to know who held m1 


bluſt'd with Shame and Indignation, and ſtruggling 


with all my Might, diſengaged myſelf, and turning 


about ſaw it was Madam de Gennewal, Jaughing very 


heartily at the Confuſion ſhe had put me in. 
It would be no eaſy matter to ſurprize your Ladyſhip, 
| ſaid ſhe, you are ſo much on your Guard, and are beſide 


fo very ſtrong, that little would be got with ſporting 


with you in this Manner. I aſked her Pardon with a 


Smile, for the rough Treatment I had given her, and 


ſhe töld me ſhe would accept my Apology for this 
Time; but that ſhe would not promiſe me the ſame In- 


| dulgence for the future, nor indeed, added ſhe, will 1 


be entirely reconciled now, but on Condition you give 


me the honour of your Company at Supper. She made 
this Invitation with too good a Grace for me to refuſe. 
her, and having given her my Promiſe, we returned to 


the Window, where having placed ourſelves, we began to 


gd Paſs our Cenfures on all that came wichin the reach of 
* our Obſervation. 


Madam de Genneval had a ticular Talent Ker this 


dangerous and ill. natured Pleaſure 


Dreſs, Fi 12 ire, 


Countenance, nothing eſcaped her, the Women found 


little Favour from her; and thoſe who were molt hand- 
ſome, incurred the moſt ſeyere Strokes of her ſatirical 
Genius: To the Men indeed, ſhe was ſomewhat more 
mercitul, but praiſed none bat thoſe who were of Qua- 
lity, or at leaſt of great Faſhion in the World. 

We had ſpent a Lende Time in this Amaſement, 


when the Sound of Trumpets, Horns, and Kettle- Drams, | 


at well as a great hurry 1 in the Street, made me enquire 


into the Cauſe. It is the King returning from Hunt- 


ing, ones Madam de Genneval, we ſhall ſee him pre- 


B 3 ſently 
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ſently paſs juſt before us. A ſtrange Palpitatien of my 
they brought 


Heart ſeized me at theſe Words 
to my Mind the firſt Time I had ſeen his Mat: aſty, and 
the Conſequences of my Tranſports at that Interview—— 
the Admiration my dear Marquis had teſtified at firſt 


Sightof me————the Means he took to render himſelf 


acceptable to me afterwards the little Chat of our 
Villagers on that Occaſion ; and in fine, the whole 
Serics of my Adventures ruſhed at onee into my Head, 
and threw me for ſome Moments into the moſt profound 


| Refyery————in which perhaps I ſhould much longer 


have been hack, in ſpite of the gay Impertinence of 
Madam de Genneval, who continued Rill talking to me, 
if the King's near approach had not rouzed my Attention, 
and drawn it to the Contemplation of thoſe undeſcribe- 
ab! e Graces, which ſhone about his Royal Perſon. 

Twas now arrived at an Age more capable of diſtin- 


quiſhing, and needed no Inſtructions to point out to me 


tis impoſſible to expreſs the 
Satisfaction I took in 3 this dazzling Troop, every 


my illuſtrious Matter 


| one of whom by his Air and Dreſs ſeeming no leſs than 


a King, nor could have been taken for leſs, but by the 


Homag ge they paid to him who really was ſo. And in- 
dieed ſince J have lived at Court, and ſeen the Strangers 
who daily reſort thither to view the State and Magnifi- 
cience of it, I have had the Pleaſure to oblerve, that 
they ſeem little leſs tranſported with it than I was at that 
Time | 

The Court aſſes juſt under. our © Window, and con- 
trary to what was uſual, as J aſterwards was told, moved 
very flow ; I was ſo deeply taken up with what I ſaw, 
that I never conſidered 1 was in a plain Undreſs, and 


Madam de Gennewal, ſet out with all the Embelliſhments 


of a Woman fond of attracting Admiration. 
Good Heavens! cried, that Lady with a Self ſufficient 
Air, what Creatures theſe Men are one can't be 
at a Window, but they ſtare one out of Countenance 


TI beg your Ladyſhip will obſerve, continued ſhe, how. 


all their Eyes are turned upon us !- theſe Words, 


. made me indeed take Notice, that tho' all the Windows 
= V were 


1 
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not, continued the. vain Woman, with an affected Air 
of Modeſty, that I attribute this to any extraordinary 
Merit in me; but becauſe my Huſband goes every Day 


Virgin's Victory. 5 


were full, ours ſeemed to draw the whole Attention 
but ſhe went on 


purſued ſhe, for I am fo well known, that it is always 


it does not much ſurprize me, 


ſo whenever I appear— the King himſelf has done me 
the Honour to look on me with ſome Conſideration 


to Court, and is very much reſpected there, his Wiſe 


tho' even leſs agreeable than myſelf, could not fail of 


being taken Notice of.— —See, cried (he, his Ma- 


jeſty looks up at vs, he certainly remembers my Face 
for Heaven's fake let us retire—-——T can ſtand it no 


longer J prote. - my Checks are all over in a 


glow. She ſpoke this in ſo childiſh and affæcted Tone, 


that I could ſcarce refrain laughing. 


In that Inſtant a Nobleman in an exceeding rich 


Hunting Dreſs, made ſeveral of thoſe who were about 


him turn their Eyes on me, crying out, did you ever ſee 
any thing fo exquiſitely handſome as that young Lady! 

the Negligence of her Diſhabille, ſerves to ſet off 
her natural Charms———on this, above Twenty of 
them check'd their Horſes, to make a low Bow to me: 


The King, who had ſtop'd to ſpeak to one of his Re- 


tinue, looked up a ſecond Time, and took off his Hat; 


** 7 


I bluſhed at this Honour prodigiouſly, and believing I 
ought not to ſtand as if I were inſenkvle of it, made 2 
very low Obedience. O Madam, cried, Madam de 
 Genneval, what is your Ladyſhip doing, no-body ever 


ſalutes the King 


we ſhall be taken for meer Coun- 


try Gentle women. She ſpoke this ſo loud, that ſeveral 
of the Couttiers heard it, as I could perceive by their 
whiſpering and ſmiling one at another; but I was fo 


confuſed at the reprimand, that I believe I ſhould not have 


been able to ſpeak for a conſiderable Time, if Madam 
de Genneval had not endeavoured to divert, me from 
making any Reflections on it, by giving me the Names 
and Hiſtory of all his Majeſty's Retinue ; but I had not 
forgot the Morcification ſhe had inflicted on me, and [I 
till think my Reſentment juſtifiable. wh : 
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Supper. time drawing. near, ſhe,entreated me to go 


down Stairs, I would fain have changed my Head-dreſs, 


but ſhe would not ſuffer me, telling me I was killingly 
handſome, as I was we ſhall ſee you ornamented 
enough, I doubt not, ſaid ſhe, but for once, let us en- 


Joy you in your native Charms. This Compliment was 
anſwered by me in the politeſt Manner J could, nor did 
I forget to let her ſee I had a very good Opinion of her 
Beauty, which pleaſed her exceflively ; a Weakneſs too 
common with us all, unleſs corrected by a more than 


ordinary ſhare of good Senſe. _ 
She thought herſelf ſo much obliged to what I aid, 


that ſhe took me in her Arms, begging Pardon for the 
Freedom, and cried, O how different is the Behaviour 
_ of a true Woman of Quality, any body may fee your 
Ladyſhip, has never converſed with any but thoſe in 
high Life. I could not here help ſmiling to myſelf at 
5 the force of Pre- poſſeſſion, as indeed it ſoon after proved; 
for as long as ſhe took me for the Counteſs de Roches, 
the was all Complaiſance, all fawning Flattery ; but 
when, as ſhe ſoon after, had reaſon to ſuſpe& I was not 
of that Quality, —. — could 0 more | ons in her 


Reflections. 


Preſſed as I was to go down to Saber 3 in my Night- 
dreſs, | believe I ſhould not have conſented, if Monſieur 


ae Canal had not come into the Room, and ſurprized 


us in the Debate: This Gentleman paid his Compli- 


ments to me in a graceful manner enough 


he had 
ſome ſhare of Wit, but like his Wife was a little too 
ſenſib'e of it himſelf, and a Perſon of any Penetration, 


might ealily perceive it in him as Super- intendant 
to the Duke 4 — 
for any Body, and in that Notion was ſometimes rather 
too pert and familiar with thoſe he converſed with: 

"Tho? this was eaſily pardoned in him on Account of the. 
Diverſion the Sallies of his Wit afforded. How much 


he imagined himſelf Company 


more eaſily do we imitate the worſt Part of a Character 
than the beſt; Madam de Genneval had all the fatyrick 


Diſpoſition of ker Huſband, without the leaſt Grain of 


* cod nature; whenever he made a biting Nn 
5 the 


| the Politeneſs would not ſuffer the Perſon to feel the 


a Pleaſure in it, and was therefore extremely dilo- 
bliging. 


Manner, and both Monſieur and Madam de Genneval 


Relation of Madam de Gennewal, made the third Woman; 
ſhe was upwards of Fifty, but extremely gay, and told 


pas for a Perſon of good Senſe, had ſhe not unluckily at 
latt fallen upon the Topick of herſelf, and then began to 


after they are paſt a certain Age, and ought to endeavour 
not to be looked upon as Triflers by their Acquaintance. 


Houſehold, was the very oppoſite of the Lady I have 
juſt mentioned———he could not be more than thirty 
Years of Age, yet had a ſullen Gloom upon his Brow, 


in Youth. This ſour-looking ' Gentleman never 


1 perceived they all agreed to make me talk, I ſuppoſe 
excited by their Curioſity to learn ſome Account of m 
Affairs; but Monſieur the Count de Saint Tal, forſeeing 


Virgin's vigay. 9 


Sting; but when Madam de Genneval faid any ſevere 
Thing, it was done in a manner which ſhewed ihe took 


The Table was "WT | in a very neat and elegant 


acquitted themſelves exceeding well, in doing the Civi- 
lities of their Houſe. We were hve in Company, a 


a great many diverting Stories, which had made her 


tire us with enumerating the Extravagancies that ſeveral 
Noblemen her Admirers had been gullty of on her Ac- 
count, a Fault I could wiſh my Se. to avoid, eſpecially 


A Gentleman, who, I was told, had a Place i in the 


a Moroſeneſs which tho? almoſt inherent to Fourſcore, 
is ſcarce even then excuſeable; but ſeems out of Nature 


opened his Mouth, but to contradi& what other People 
ſid ; but notwithitanding this Difference of Characters, 


t iere would be impertinent Inſpections of this Kind, 
had given me written Inſtructions in what manner to re- 
ply to any Queſtions ſhould be aſked me, fo that they 
vere little the better informed of any 8 they want- 
ed to know. 

The Deſert was but juſt brought | in, when a l 
whiſpered Madam de Gennewal, and ſhe turning toward 
me, told me, that a ac enquired for me 


a 1 doubted not but it was the Count, I ordered he ſhould 
| 5 de 
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be conducted to my Apartment, and was jult riſing from 
Table to go and receive him, but the Servant hearing me 
mention his Name, aſſured me that it was not him, but 
that he gueſs'd by the Livery it was the Duke ' de—The 
Name of this Nobleman ſurprized me, as I had not the 


leaſt Acquaintance with him. Madam de Genneval per- 


ceived it, and preſently told me, that if I had any Rea- 


ſons to avoid his Viſit, ſhe would go and acquaint him 
I did not ſup at Home. On which, I anſwered, that I 
could not conceive ſo utter a Stranger as his Grace, could 
poſſibly have any Buſineſs with me, and I therefore 
choſe not to be ſeen. She then got up, and defired I 


would be eaſy, for I ſhould not be importuned in her 


Houſe by any Perſon whatever z with this ſhe went out 
of the Room, making ſeveral Signs to me, which I did 
not comprehend the Meaning of, nor indeed gave my- 
ſelf müch Trouble about. „„ 
While ſhe was gone, a thouſand Thoughts ran through 
my Head at once: The Dread I had of the old Marquis 
de L———/———made me ſometimes imagine it 
might be him, and that the Servant had made a Miſtake 


in naming the Duke de 


at others I fancied it might 


be ſome Friend of his Son's, who having traced the 
Count de Saint Fal was employed by that impatient Lover. 
But I was ſoon eaſed of theſe Apprehenſions, Madam de 
I told 
you, ſaid ſhe, that we were obſerved at the Window, 
the then run on in a long Detail of all thoſe who had 


Genneval returned laughing very heartily ; 


looked up at us, and concluded with aſſuring the Com- 


pany, that our Charms made a great Noiſe at Court.— 
Who doubts it, eried Monſieur de Genneval ironically, 
every body envies my Happineſs in being poſſeſt of 1o 
 trea Woman, You think to paſs th's for a Jeſt, replied | 
ſhe, half piqued at the Tone with which he ſpoke; 
but perhaps I could give you Proofs of it, would make 
you more {erious————] have juſt now received En- 


comiums, which my Modeſty wont ſuffer me to repeat, 
from the young Duke 4. , tho' indeed I am not 
much flatter'd by him, for I know what he ſaid to me 


—my Account! 
Madam, 


was on the Counteſs's Account 
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World aiter her 
_ tiful Lyonneſe, was the whole Subject of Converſation ; 
but the Wonder ceaſed as ſhe grew more known, and in 
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Machte, cried I ! How can that be, I am ben juſt ar- _ 
rived from the molt diſtant part of the Kingdom, and 

have no Acquaintance———that's no Argument, ſaid 
Monſieur 4a Genneval, interrupting me, your Lady- 
ſhip need to be but once ſeen, to engage a thouſand Ad- 
mirers— I happened to be in the Street when the Court 
paſſed by, and found it a Difficulty to anſwer the many 


Queſtions that were aſked me concerning you.——L 


had not then had the Honour of ſeeing your Ladyſhip, 
| bnt now I do no longer wonder at their Curioſity. 


Madam de Gennewval who could never bear to hear an- 


other Woman extol:ed, and being allo naturally jealous. 
did not reliſh this Compliment made me by her Huſband, 


and it was eaſy to perceive Envy in her Eyes. It mult 


be allow'd, ſaid ſhe coldy, that the Counteſs is very hand- 
ſome in reality; ; but if ſhe were not ſo, a new Face is 


never without its Charms to you Men don't you 
remember, continued ſhe, turning to the Company, the 
famous Lyonne/e that was here about two Years ago, that 


made fo great a Noiſe in the World ———ſhe was very 


fair, had regular Features, and an Air of Grandeur —— 
She no ſooner appeared 1 in publick, but ſhe drew all the 
the charming Lyonne ſe, the beau- 


a ſhort Time grew as unregarded, as thoſe of the moſt 


moderate Perfection 80 that Novelty is all that 
now a days attracts the Admiration of the Crowd. 


J preſently diſcovered the little Malice of this Story, 


and the Application Madam de Genrewal deſired ſhould 


be made of it; but I took not the leait Notice of it, nor 
could any of the Company diſcern that I was in the leaſt 


_ offended, tho' in truth I was much fo, and from this 
Tire reſolved to enter into no Jutimacy with a Woman 


of her Character. 
After ſne had vented her Spleen in this Manners Well 


but, ſaid her Huſband, on what pretence did the Duke 
make his Viſit? on which ſhe anſwered, that he only 
told her he had ſeen a very beautiful Lady at the Window, 
who ſeeming to be a 17 he came to offer his Ser- 


vice 
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vice to her, in caſe ſhe had any Aſſairs that ſtood in need 
of his Intereſt or Sollicitation. Madam de Genneval added, 
that ſhe had inform'd him who I was, and that on hear- 


ing my Name, he ſaid he was very well acquainted with 


my Family; and had a great Regard for ſeveral of my 


Relations, and would beg to be introduced to me at a pro- 
per Time, ſince the preſent happened to prove otherwiſe. 


I am apt to believe, continued ſhe, by the Confuſion 
his Grace was in, when I told him it was the Counteſs 
De Roches, that he had taken your Ladyſhip for ſome 


little Creature that came here to make her Fortune, as 


ſeveral have done, and that he need no more than bew 
himſelf to meet with a favourable Reception 
This Vanity of Mankind muſt certainly proceed bow 
the Opinion they have of our Weakneſs; but, for my 


Part, whenever I am expoſed to Attacks of that Natnre, 


J always make them repent ; for I turn all they ſay into 


| Ridicule, and amuſe e W enough at their 
Expence. 


This, kinks. is not a very commendable Method, 


ſaid her Husband, for under the Pretence of Indiffereney, N 
the Lover has the Opportunity of being liſten'd to, and 

I am ſure ſuch an Indulgence cannot be for the Reputation 

of a married Woman, however ſecure her Virtue may 
be: Nor can I think that altogether ſafe, an unguarded 


Moment may arrive, and when a Man has the Power of 


8 agreeab'y amuſing the Woman he has a Deſign upon, and 


he perceives it, he would be wanting to himielf, if he | 


did not proceed to greater Leeden in W of being 


forgiven them alſo. 
It would indeed have been a matter of Aftenitiment 


to me, replied Madam de Gennewal, if you had not ſhewn 


the Prerogative of a Huſband in contradifting me, but I 
mult tell you, that if you imagine your Honour at fake, 


by any Conduct of mine, it is not altogether lo prudent : 


to take all Occaſions of diſobliging me. 
Your Underſtanding is rather to be blamed, aid the a 
Gentleman of the Houſhold; I think vour Huſband gives 
you daily Proofs of the Conkdence he repoſes in you, by 
allowing 
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allowing you ſuch unbounded Liberties 


Liber ties, Ins 
deed, that all the World condemns him "i 


This ſtung Madam ge Gennewal to the quick, and he 
_ replied with a great deal of Warmth 


tion of your Silence, would much better have betome 


| you, Sir, than the part I ſee you have now begun to take 
in the Converſation ;- and I defire for the future you will 
| oblige us with your Taciturnity. 
As he was far from a polite Man, he anſwered with a 
good deal of Severity, and made very bitter Reftetions 
on her Vanity, and the little Reaſon ſhe had for it, at 
which ſhe was provok'd beyond Meaſure; and finding all 
| ſhe could ſay, could not put a ſtop to the malicious Volu- 
- bility he now ſliew'd he was Malter of, upon Occaſion, 
turned to her Huſband, and upbraided him with want of 
Tenderneſs, and even common Decency, for hearing 
Her ſo ill treated at her own Table, without reſenting it 
_ as the Diſpute between them threatned to grow 
very high, I thought it beſt to take theOpportunity of 
retiring, which I did without any Ceremony. Monſieur 


de Genne val, was the only Perſon who ſaw me go out of 


the Room, and to ſhew it was not in the Power of a 
Family Quarrel, ro render him neglectful of what was due 
to me, he role inſtantly, and come after me to lead me to 
my Apartment: I told him that I was extremely concern'd 
at what hadpaſs'd, and feared Madam de Genneval would 
not eaſily be brought into Humour; on which, alas! Ma- 


dam, ſaid he, Your Ladyſhip i is not yet acquainted with 
her Temper, 


ſhe is one of thoſe who in one mo- 
ment are angry and pleaſed———ſhe is apt to take ex- 


ceptions at every thing, but then the leaſt word in Praiſe 
aof her Wit and Beauty, brings her immediately to her- 
'tis owing to a certain Levity. of Nature, which 
has this good Effect, that nobod) 7 regards any thing ſhe 
ſays, when inthe Humour of giving Offence. 


could not however help blaming him, for Sabri 


the Gentleman to provoke her, in the manner he had 
done; to this he replied, that if ſhe was nota very weak 
Woman, ſhe would not have ſeemed to reſent any thing 


I Le aid! My Frier.d, lard he, 18 a worthy and honeſk 


Man, 


a Continua- 
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Man, but of ſo ſpleenatick a Diſpoſition, that his whole 


Pleaſure, if it may be called fo, is in giving Pain to 


thoſe, who have ſo little Diſcretion, as to to be affected 


with what he ſays in fine, the Love of Contradic- 


tion, is his diſtinguiſhing Characteriſtic, and when that 


is known, who, that has any Regard for his other good 


Qualities, would not ſubmit to bear with it. I yielded 
to what Monſieur 4e Gennewal ſaid, as ſuch a Peeviſh-. 
neſs could be look'd upon only as a Diſeaſe, and therefore 


rather to be pity'd than reſented : tho at the ſame Time, 


it muſt be confeſs'd, a Perſon poſſeſt of it, is very unfit 
for Society; and it is uſually ſaid of Hypocondriacks, that 
they /ay a thouſand ill-natured Things, and never 4s one; 


yet] think if what they ſay puts one out of Humour, it is 


in Effect doing one an Injury One meets however 
with few of this Way of Behaviour in France, and thoſe 
who are of it, are ſure to be ſufficiently mortified one 
way or other. An inſtance of it in this very Gentleman, 


was given me by Monſieur de Gennewal, which for the 
oddneſs of it, I believe may afford ſome Diverſion to 


As lade as be ſerm'd inclinsd to Sofinefs, Love had 
found the means of gaining Dominion over his Heart: 
Nothing could have been more enamoured than he had 


been of a very beautiful young Lady ; and was ſucceſsful | 


enough in his Addreſſes, to gain not only her Affection, 


but alſo the Conſent of her Father. Every thing was on 
the Point of being concluded, and a great Supper made 


at the Houſe of the intended Bridegroom, to which the 
Relations on both ſides were invited, in order to ſign the 


Marriage-Writings—the Father, and Lover of the Lady, 


having both of them a great deal of Wit and Learn- 
ing, recited many curious Paſſages, but the Spirit of 


Contradiction, even at this joytul Time, gaining Poſ- 


ſeſſion of the Lover's Mind, made him here utter things 


not very obliging, by way of Argument, to him who was 
| ſoon to be his Father-in- Lau the old Gentleman 


however ſupported it for ſome time with Moderation, and 
imagined his own Memory might fail him, *ti!l at laſt 
falling on a Point of Divinity, which he happened to be 
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my Apartment, in order to go-to Bed, 
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a perfect Maſter of, he would not in the leaſt recede; 
the other growing ſtill more warm, the more he was 


oppoſed, the Diſpute grew ſo high, that it was not in the 
Power of any one pretent to make either of them abate in 
their Earneſtneſs the Father to convince the Company 


| how far he was in the right, went home and fetched a 
Book, which proved he indeed was ſo; but the young 
Gentleman having nothing elſe to ſay, diſclaimed both 
the Author and Edition———this Obſtinacy ſo pro- 
voked the Father of the Lady, that he flew out of the 
Houſe without taking any Leave, nor did the other at- 
tempt to detain him After this their Friends en- 
deavoured to make up the Breach, and the old Gentle- 
man at laſt conſented the Marriage ſhould go on, with 


this Proviſo, that he who defired to be his Son-in-law, 


| ſhould confeſs he had been miſtaken ; but the Friend of. 
Gennewal could never be brought to it, and not all his 
Paſſion for the Lady, nor all the Advantages of the 
Match, which it ſeems were conſiderable, could prevail 
on him to acknowledge himſelf in an Error So the 
intended Nuptials were entirely broke off, and the Lady 
ſoon after diſpoſed of to another, who perhaps might 
make her much more happy, by being of a leſs perverſe 
CC0C0G00SW0 Eno N . 
I could not help making ſome Reflections on this 
Capriciouſneſs of Nature, and how miſerable People, who 


had the Misfortune to give way to it, made themſelves 


and all about them; Monſieur de Genneval was perfectly 
of my Opinion, and added, that ſuch a Temger could 


ariſe in reality, from nothing but an exorbitant Pride, 


and that a Perſon who had any ſhare either of Under- 
ſtanding, Religion, Philoſophy, or even common Good- 
nature, would endeavour. with all his Might to curb 
ſuch diſagreable Sallies on their $1:!.. Approach; becauſe, 


if in the leaſt indulged, they preſently grow enormous, 
and ſooner or later were the Occaſion of the moſt perni- 


cious Events. After ſome Diſcourſe on this Head, in 
which he diſcovered indeed a great Fund of Senſe and 


Good-nature, he took his leave, and J ſhut myſelf into 


Brochan, 
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Brochan was undreſſing me, when I heard ſome- 


body knock at the Street- door; as it was very late, I was 


curious to know what important Affair, had occaſioned a 


| Viſit to any of the Family; ſo went to the Window, 
and that I might not be ſeen, made my Servant take the 
Candles out of the Room. I diſcovered a Footman 
holding a Flambeau, by whoſe Light I ſaw a tall Man 


| Rand at the Door, which was juſt then opened by a Ser- 


vant belonging to Monſieur de Genne wal, and heard him 
| aſk if a young Lady, who arrived but that Day from the 
Country, did not lodge there. 'The Anſwer giving him 


to underſtahd he was not miſtaken in the Houle, he de- 
fired td know if I was up and could be ſpoke with. 


The Servant who had been preſent 'at Supper, when 


Madam de Gennewal gave an Account of the Duke's 
| Viſit, and heard me fay I defired no Company, anſwered 
the Stranger, that the Lady he enquired for was not to 
be ſeen, eipecially by Night, and then ſhut che Door 2 


very roughly upon him. 


I gave myſelf no trouble of reflecting on this 4054. 


dent, not imagining it was any other than he Duke or 


ſome Perſon ſent from him, and as ſoon as Hrochan had 
undreſt me, went to Bed, and ſlept with a Tranquility. 
which I may be aſhamed to confeſs in 1 the Situation I 


then was. 


In the Morning my Wetten Women acquainted n me 
that ſeveral Trades-P. ople were come to receive my 


Commands; I had not in this Juncture, Preſence enough 


of Mind to conceal my Surprize, and aſked her if ſhe 
had ſent for them. No, Madam, replied ſhe, but they 


ſay they came by your Orders. On this I preſently | 


ſuppoſed the Count de Saint Fal had given tuch Di- 


rections, and bid Brochan ſhew them up. I found they. 
were all Perſons who were to make the rich Stuffs [ 
before ſpoke of into Garments, ſo was taken meaſure 
of for Stays, Gowns, Hoops, and other, requilites of 


f Drels. 


be enough taken up with theſe I rifles, not to be impa- 


tient to o ſee the Count, and heac in what manner the 


on 


I . the Reader will ſcarce imagine that I AY" 
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old Marquis 4 L————. — reſented my pre- 


tended Flight; yet in reality this was the Caſe 


the Splendor of every thing about me, the Homage paid 
me, the different Contrivances the Work- People offered 
to me for rendring what I was to wear moſt becoming 
quite tranſported me, and I know not whether I did 
not for ſome Hours forget that I was Feanetta, and 
imagine myſelf in effect the Perſon I repreſented--Even the 
Marquis whom I loved, and the Marquis whom I feared, 
had ſcarce any room amidſt the hurry of my Thoughts 


all that was of Importance was ſwallowed up in meer 


Trifles; things of Nothing, when compared to the 
Obligations I lay under, and the Dangers to which 1 
was expoſed————How ſhall I excuſe this Indolence, 
this Inactivity of Reaſon ; it is in vain to go about it; 


and I am perſwaded that it is in ſuch parallel Circuſtances 


many of my Sex are led into Errors, which their Incli- 
nation would never tempt them to be Guilty of. But 1 
had the Blefling never to be long forſaken by my 
Guardian Angel, and J look on the many Trials I went 
through, as a peculiar Inſtance of the Goodneſs of Provi- + 
| dence ; which enabling me to overcome them, makes 


me clearly ſee the Dangers to which Vanity expoſes our 


Sex, and alſo to give them ſuitable Warnings how they 
fall into the like, ſince not one in a Thouſand might eſ- 
T! . 
It was near Noon, when Monſieur de Saint Fal came 
to viſit me, and as he was dreſt extremely rich, and I 


had never before ſeen him to that Advantage, appeared 


to me one of the moſt graceful and genteel Men I ever 
behneld -I conſidered him, with the utmoſt At- 
tention, and tho' my Aſſections were prejudiced in fa- 


vour of another, could not be ſo unjuſt as to refuſe him 


that Place in my Admiration which he deſerved —— _ 


He now behaved to me with greater Diſtance and Re- 
ſpect than ever; as indeed all Perſons of a delicate way 


of Thinking, will always do to thoſe on whom they 


confer Obligations————Brochan, being in the Room 


When he came, he pretended no other Buſineſs than to 


enquire 
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enquire how I liked my Apartment, and if I had been 
able to take any repoſe in a Place to which I had been 
ſo great a Stranger; which I having anſwered, he would 
have gone away; but I would not permit he ſhould 
carry the Decorum ſo far, and inſiſted on his dining 
with me, to which with much Entreaty he at laſt con- 
ſented. As I knew all this was but a Feint, before my 
Waiting-Woman, and that he could not but have Tidings - 
for me of the utmoſt Conſequence, I made a pretence 
for ſending her down Stairs, and then aſked with an Im- 
- patience which was not to be wondered at, what I had 
to expect from the old Marquis, and if there was any 
Probability I could be ſafe from his Enquirie. 
Notwithſtanding, Madam, ſaid he, I had ſtrained all 
the little Wit and Invention I am Maſter of, to find a 
plauſible Story, for my having been diſappointed of the 
Power of executing his Commiſſion, I am not quite aſ- 5 
ſured it paſſed current with him Ile flew into the 1 
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extremeſt Rage I ever ſaw him in, when I firſt mentioned 
your Eſcape, and afterwards would needs be informed 
of every Particular, I was not to ſeek for Anſwers to 
all his interrogations, and mentioned a certain Time and 
Place, and many other Circumſtances of your pretended _ 
Flight, and the Pains I had taken to regain you, tho in 
Vail—— ſeemed as much concerned at the Misfor- 
tune as he was incenſed, and ſaid as many ill-natured 
Things of you as my Heart would give me leave, in 
order to deceive him. The firſt Emotions of his Paſſion | 
being abated, he began to queſtion me more cloſely then 
before, and under pretence of laying the Blame on my 
Valet de Chambre, ſent for him and examined him in 
the moſt artful manner imaginable, but I knew his Fi- 
delity, and as I had before given him his Leſſon, had the 
ſatisfaction to hear he anſwered according to it in every 
particular. After he was diſmiſs'd, my Uncle appearing 
more eaſy, would have me paſs the Day with him, and 
for ſeveral Hours talked to me of indifferent 8 : 
at laſt, all at once reſuming the Subject, Nephew, ſaid 
be, I am not half ſo angry at the Diſappointment of my 
Revenge on this Girl, as I am amazed at her Cunning : 
i „ — 
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With the Precautions you tell me you took, one 


would imagine ſhe ewed her Eſcape to ſome ſupernatural 
Means————1 begin now to have a Curioſity to ſee 


her, and provided ſhe would promiſe never more to make 
uſe of her Arts to ſeduce my Son, could almoſt be 
_ tempted to forgive what is paſt on Account of her Wit. 
I ſtill preſerved my Caution, and dropt not the 
| leaſt Hint could make him ſuſpect I was prejudiced in 
your favour—=————tl!', zaluckily for our Deſigns, he 
mil, in OS ſeeming carelelh Manner, thy doubtleſs, at 
| leaſt I fear fo, it had but too much Artifice, is the 
Creature ſo handſome as they tell us? or is it only to 
her Youth and Subtilty ſhe attracts ſo many Hearts? 
on which I could not command my Tongue from crying 
out, yes, my Lord, ſhe is more beautiful than Art can 
paint, or Heart without ſec ing her conceive. He took 
no Notice however of this unwary Exclamation, bur 
went coolly on in aſking me concerning your Shape and 
Stature, and whether you had fair, or dark Hair, with _ 
many other Queltions, which in that Moment, forget- 
ting the Interview you had with him, I anſwered with 
all theGincerity he could have wiſhed, or J madeuſe of, 
had I really deſired he ſhould no longer doubt if you were 
the Perſon he had ſeen at the Inn. | 
Pardon me, adorable Jeanetta, 8 hs I dread 
to think, what my unwary Tongue may have expoſed 
you to; but to atone for my Fault, be aſſured, that 1 
will loſe my Life, rather than ſee you ſuffer any Part of 
what my Uncle's Reſentment would douhtleſs tempt him 
to inflict upon you, ſhould he ever, which Heaven for- 
bid, come to a true Knowledge of this Affair. 
| I muſt confeſs I trembled from Head to Foot, during 
the whole Time he had been ſpeaking; but concealed 
my Ditorder as much as poſſible from his Obſervation, 
and after having aſſured him, that while I was hap 
in ſo generous and diſintereſted a Friend as himſelf, 1 
could be enabled to ſupport every thing, I entreated him 
da favour me with the Reſult of this mpegs Conver- 


tation. - 
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When I left off ſpeaking, reſumed the Count. 1 
perceived the Marquis in a profound Meditation, after 


which, or, I am much miſtaken, cried he, or, there is 


no room to wonder at my Son's Affection! 
Theſe Words, with the Pauſes which preceeded and 


followed them, reminded me of the Error I had com- 


mitted, and to retriey? it us much as poſſible, offered to 
880 in ſearch of you all over the Kingdom; ſaying, tho 


the Girl is exceeding handſome, my Lord, ſhe muſt 


not be ſuffered to impoſe her little Artifices on a Perſon 
of my Coufin's Rank in the World —he mutt be 
found, and put in a Place, where her Charins will have 


no Power of doing further Miſchief, ——— and ſuch 
like Expreflions, which I imagined might take off the 
Suſpicion I feared he began to entertain; but inſtead of 
a.ccepting the Service I proftercd 3 ; NO, no, Nephew, ſaid 
be, you have had but too much Trouble about her already, 


-what will be, will be Fate muſt have 
its Courſe, and 1 think to give myſelf no further Concern 

about the Matter. 

After this, tho I continued kite with kin: 1e never 

once mentioned you, and either was, or affected to be 

in a very good Humour; but I ſhall be always on my 


Guard, and it happens very fortunately, that to-morrow | 


he ſets out for Paris, and when he is gone, we ſhall have 


the Opportunity of contriving what Means will be moſt 
likely to ſecure you from his ſearch, in n caſe what he has 


ſaid to me be not ſincere. 


Whatever Apprehenſions J was in n before, to hear 


that he was ſo ſuddenly to depart, diſſipated them all, 


and I behaved fo chearfully on this Occaſion, that ws 


 fieur de Saint Fal was perfectly charm'd. 


To convince him the more that I laboured da no 


Diſquiet, I gave him a Detail of what had paſo'd the 


Evening before, and of the Viſit made me at Supper- 


time by the Duke de 


., at which he ſeemed a 


little alarmed, eſpecially when I told him that the ſame 


Nobleman, as I ſuppoſed, had been to enquire for me, 
or ſent ſome other on that Errand afterwards at a very 
unſeaſonable Hour, I perceived his Diſſatisfaction, 
| however, 


EN 


me - 


Virgin's Victory. 9 
however, and as 1 thought in Gratitude and Honour I 
ought to do, endeavoured to diſſipate his Vexation by 
giving him my ſolemn Promiſe to avoid all Viſits, and 
the Occaſion of them, ſo far as not even to divert myſelf 
at the Window for the future. On this Condeſcention, 


as he termed it, he appeared perfectly tranſported, and 
confeſs'd that there was nothing he ſo much wiſhed, but 


had not dare to aſk, leſt I ſhould look upon it as a re- 


ſtraint upon my Liberty, which he was always ready to 


allow me in the moſt extended manner I could expect; 


and if I went beyond thoſe bounds, he ſhould think him- 


{elf happy in my preſerving, yet he would never preſume 
to complain of it tho' he might regret it, and that he ſaid 
more alſo for my ſake than his own. 


After this his uſual Tranquility reſettled itlelf 5 in his 


Face and Behaviour, he entertained me with diverting 
Stories all Dinner-time, and when Cloath was taken 
away, told me, that as he was then obliged to leave me, 


he hoped to be happy enough to paſs the next Day en- 


tirely with me, and that then he would endeavour to fix 
my Affairs ſo as to be pleaſing to re. 


Theſe Proofs of his Generoſity reminding me of the 


Dependance I had on him for my Support, gave at once 
a Cheek to my Pride, and a laudable alarm to my Virtue, 

alas! My Lord, ſaid I, what Opinion will you have of 

Tam in the utmoſt Confution at receiving 


Favours, which T have no poſſibility of ever returning. 


Oh, Madam ! ericd he, interrupting me, 'tis greatly in 


your Power, infinitely to over-pay all I have done, or 


am able todo. Theſe Words were accompanied with a 


Look, which made me tremble for their Meaning, and 


fully reſolved never to derogate from the Rules I had 


preſcribed my el. my Lord, replied I, very 


gravely, I have already told you, that not all the Gran- , 
deur in the World ſhould tempt me from what I think 
my Duty and I would much rather return to my 

native FORK or even dare the Ficrceneſs of the 


offended, the revengeful Marquis, than conſent even in 


a Thought to what would render me unworthy either of 


Heaven's Protection, or the World's Eiteem. : 
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it would be Madneſs to deny it 


22 The Virtuous Villager ; or, 


A few Tears, in ſpite of me, fell from my Eyes, as T 


ſpoke theſe Words, at the Sight of which Saint Fal 


ſeemed in the urmoſt Agony; Pardon me Pardon 
me, cried he, moſt lovely, moſt adorable of your 


| Whole Sex, that I have ſuffered you even for a Moment 


to be under any uneaſineſs on my Score—No, Madam, 
I once for all, give you my Word and Honour, and 


deſire to be look'd on as the moſt abandon'd of Mankind, 
if ever any Behaviour of mine contradicts what before 


now I have proteſted to you I love you indeed 
you know it; 


but what do I flatter myſelf with from that Paſſion ; 


nothing but the hope of ſerving you, without any other 
View than that you will allow me to do ſo———to 
accept with Chearfulneſs, and void of Fear, all the Ser- 
vices I have Power to render you, by much overpays 
my doing them, and is all the Happineſs I aſk. 
On theſe Conditions, replied I, I accept the Honour 
of your Friendſhip, ſhall rejoice whenever I ſee you, and 
make no ſcruple of repoſing in you, the moſt hidden 
and deareſt Secrets of my Soul. That, indeed, cried he, 
would perfectly ſatisfy me 


the Effects of Love, 
charming Feanetta, are various, according to the Diſ- 


poſition of the Perſon it influences; and I believe you 
will find them in me widely different from the greateſt 


Part of Mankind. I was always. of Opinion, that 
to love for one's own Sake, was no Merit to the Perſon 


beloved, the Paſſion centered in a Self-gratification, and 
milling it, deſerves only a bare Pity ; but where one de- 


ſires only to make happy the Object of one's Affections, 


that I think may, without going too far, claim ſome ſhare 
of the Friendſhip, if Love is incompatible with former 


Engagements, of her one loves— 


This, Madam, 


is the ſole Aim of the Paſſion you have inſpired me with, 
. and to prove it is fo, I will labour as eagerly to promote 
your Union with the Marquis my Couſin, as he can do 
himſelf: And tho! in loſing you, I loſe all that's valuable 
in Life, I ſhall have the Conſolation to reflect you are 


convinced of my Deen and en 
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and the Power of doing 0 without a Crime. | 
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The Delicacy of his Sentiments raiſed an Admiration 


in me, which as I was not able to find Words to ex, 


preſs ſufficiently, kept me from replying at all. On 


which miſconſtructing my Silence, can you doubt my 


Sincerity, reſumed he, you make no Anſwer to what I 
ſay I fear you think it an impoſſibility for me to 
. within the Bounds I profeſs to obſerve perhaps 
you think I have ſome Views yes, I 0 I have, 


- purſued he, rifing from his Seat, will you be convinced 
of what I have ſaid, if I pour forth before you the moſt 


ſecret Motions of my Soul ? | 
now began again to be alarmed, but reſolved to know 


| how far he expected from me well then, my 
Lord, faid I, what are they ? if you really are that 
| pure and diſintereſted Friend, ſpeak without reſerve. 


What is it you have to hope ? You ought to 
know me, and conſequently not to Aatter yourſelf, that 1 


ſhall even in a Wiſh depart from the Engagements I am 
under, and which are ſo precious to me. Ah, Madam! 


cried he, hear what I have to ſay, and do not, I conjure 


you, believe, that under the Veil of Honour and Sincerity 
any baſe Deſigns are concealed 
it is true, and to merit you, would ſacrifice my Rank 
and Fortune ; but would owe the Bleſling of being yours, 


J love and adore 


to your own Choice alone, not any Solicitations of 
mine Perhaps, had not your Heart been pre- 


engaged, I might by my Services and Conſtancy have 
been thought worthy of your Favour ; but as it is, I 
would not even attempt to eſtrange you from the firit 
 Obje of your a at do J confeſs I have 
ſome Views, tho' diſtant one's 2 
poſſible to Fate, and there may come a Time, in which 


the 
Events of Life are various, not that I wiſh the n 


Nothing is im- 


to hope your Love would not be a Crime 


ſhould alter the Sentiments he at preſent has of you, nor 
that Death ſhould deprive you of him; but if either of 5 
theſe Misfortunes ſhould arrive, might I not naturally 


hope you might remember with how much Zeal I love 


you, and in Time be brought to reward it, when you 


Monſieur 
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were theſe ; 


doubt, if it were not my dear adored Marquis. 
I ſtarted up and ran to the Top of the Ft the 


24 The n Piltager ; 


Monſieur De Saint Fal pronounced theſe laſt Words 


with ſo great a Tenderneſs, that jt pierced me to the 
Soul. 
in the Opinion you have of my Gratitude, and had not 
my Heart been given before I ſaw you, to one, who 


You are not deceiv'd, my Lord, cry'd I, 


you are ſenſible deſerves much more than I can pay, 


none but yourſelf could have have engag'd my Wiſhes, 
be aſſur'd, therefore, that next to 1885 you are 
the firſt in my Eſteem. 


My Love is too reaſonable, ankwer 4 * not to be 


content with this Acknowledgment I no more 


will call myſelf unhappy! 
I aſk no farther Return for all my Sufferings, my Cares, 
: with thele Words he 
_ threw himſelf at my Feet, FA kiſs'd my Hand in a 
kind of Tranſport. At this Inſtant the Door was puſh'd Þ| 
half open, and I heard a N the Sound of which 


ran through my Vein 


my everlaſting Services: 


—1 3 and did not 


know it it alarm'd me. 
and frighted at the ſame time- 


—the Words it ſpoke 


How 3 I "TOE: deceived, . 
moſt perfidious Maid ! 


At the ſame Inſtant I heard theſe an] Words, 1 ſaw 


the Figure of a Man, who in uttering them, vaniſh'd 
from my Sight. lis ſudden diiappearing, together 


with the Shade of great Screen, which in Part darkened i 
the Door, hindred me from being erg ive as to the Per- 
ſon ; though the Voice, as well as the Exclamation nh 


ſeeing me with the Count at my Feet, left me no room to 


Count De Saint Fal, who doubtleſs thought as I did, 


was there as ſoon as I, and immediately jump'd down 


the whole Staircaſe after him; I found he 01ert5ok him, 


and heard high Words bet veen them, fain would I have 


gone to prevent any fatal Effect; but Terror de: 


prived me of the Power, my Feet forſook me, and I 
muſt have fallen down had not a Settee been near me, 
on Which I threw myielf in an Agony not to be ex- 


3 p. reſe d. 


Yes, beautiful Feanetta, 


I was tranſported _ | 


—Ungr ateful and 


— 2; 
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preſs'd. To heighten it the more, Brochan came run 
ning in, and told me the Noble man who had juſt left 
me, and appther whom ſhe knew not, were gone out 


together, ſo equally incenſed, that ſhe doubted - not but 


a Duel would enſue; on which that Fear which had at 
firſt taken away my Strength, now reſtor'd it with added 


Vigour, I flew to the Window, and called out to them, 


as loud as I could, but they were gone too far to hear 
my Cries; and I turned to Brochan, for Heaven's fake, 


ſaid I, run after them ————endeavour to bring them 
back — or I am undone, and fhall loſe all that's 


dear to me in the World. but inſtead of obey- 
ing my Commands, God forbid, reply'd ſhe, looking 
on me in a ſort of contemptuous manner, that young 


Women ſhould be ſeen running chrough the Streets after 


ſhould have, indeed !————if I had thought I was 
hired to a Place where ſuch kind of Adventures were 
like to happen, 1 would never have undertaken it. 


ſuch Gentlemen as they are-———a fine- Character 1 


I The Confuſion 1 was in atthis Moment was ſuch, as 1 
think in no Accident of my Life I ever before experienced 


—-—- What to do to prevent the Miſchief that threat- 
ned I knew not were it poſſible for me to over- 


take them, ſaid I to myſelf, my Preſence would but en- 
_creale the Marquis's Rage he thinks me falſe 


what Influence would my Tears or Prayers now have. on 


bim Sometimes a dawn of Hope ſhot itſelf 
through the Horrors of my Mind, that the Prudence and 
Mloderation of Saixt Fal, would prevent any Tragical 
__ Event; but it laſted not a Moment, and I again reflected 
how deaf all kinds of Paſſions are, and that it was not 
probable, the Marquis in the firlt Emotions would liſtea 


to any thing could be ſaid———he will doubtleſs attack 

his Couſin, the firſt convenient Place they come at 
the other mult defend himfſelf———and then! | 
Oh, Heaven! What then perhaps, the Marquis 


. the Count ———or both may fall 


thoſe two noble Youths ;—-——thoſe who for Love, 
__ Friendſhip, all that's valuable in Man, are not to be 


equalled in the World- and is it for me, cry'd I, 
Voir, Th -- C Fore: OY: in 
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26 The Virtuous Villager ; ay 


in a kind of Diſtraction, for worthleſs me, that Lives 
o precious mult be thrown away ? 

In this Angaiih, I continued walking backwards and | 
forwards in my Dinirg- Rein, when Madam De Ge- 


zeval to compleat my &i:#ortunes, came in to me, in a 
manner very different from her former Politeneſs, and 


aſked me in a very abrupt manner, the Meaning of 
what ſhe had juſt now heard? Telling me withal, 
that her Reputation was unblemiſhed, and it would be 
worſe than Death to her, to have any Accident that 
might g give room for Ceuſure, to happen in her Houſe. 


Theſe Apartments, cry'd ſhe, diſdainfully, 


were not deſign'd for any Purpoſes, but what are conſi- 
tent with Honour; and I take it very ill, that Mon- 
| fieur the Count De Saint Fal ſhould expoſe me to any 


| thing, wherein wy Name might be brought in Up | 
| tion. oy 


J was & S at a Helene I fo little ex- 


pected, that joined with my other Troubles, it de- 


ſtroy'd in me the power of Speech, and ſhe taking Ad- 


vantage of my Silence, and, perhaps, confirm'd by it 
in an ill Opinion of me, continued her Reproaches with 
ſo much Malice, that what at firſt prevented my An- 
ſwer, now made me give her ſuch ones, as a little a- 
bated the Inſolence of her Air,— 
thought her impertinent, and that Y ſhould acquaint the 
Count, whom 1 expected back in a Moment, with the 
Incivilities I had receiv'd in the Apartment he had 
choſe for me, and where I expected to have been treated 


with Reſpect, and that till then, Ideſired ſhe would | re- 


tire and leave me to myſelf. 
U utter'd this with ſo much Spirit, that ſhe could. not 
preſently reply, and her Huſband coming in that Mo- 
ment, and hearing part of what I ſaid, aſked me with 


a great deal of Concern, if any of his Family had been 
wanting in their Reſpects to me 


in a cool Manner for the Notice he took of it, and 
perceiving his Wife was going to ſpeak again, went to 
my Clolet and ſhnt myſelf in, reſolved to hear no more 


of her ill-tin'd Remonſtrances. 


5 5 


J told her, 1 


I thank'd him 


5 
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tions. 
1 for accepting the Count's Offers . Why 
did I not go into a Monaſtery, cry'd I ? That would 
have ſcreen'd me from all theſe tempe ſtuous Hurries, I 


would then have all been ſatisfied, my Innocence ſecur'd, 
have deſiſted his Perſecutions, and the young one had 


f ALF Danger of my becoming a Diſgrace to his Family? 


the World ? Alas! how dear do I pay for the Admira- 
tion I excite, and what Miſchiefs do the few Charms I 
am Miſtreſs of, create to all thoſe who are fo nappy | 

as to feel their Force! 
The whole Afternoon, and part of the Evening 1 
paſt in this melancholly Situation, and no Account from 
Saint Fal arrived ——what could my Thoughts 
ſuggeſt, but the moſt horrid Ideas. ———1 doubted not 


5 ſupposd would make him think himſelf under no Obli- _ 
gation to acquaint me with what had happened, I imagin'd _ 
him the Conqueror, and that the poor Count had been 
the Victim to his Jealouſy ; becauſe I doubted not, but 


. eaſe me of the Tortures of Suſpenſe. This Belief gaining 5 
5 Strength in me, made me naturally conſider the Conſe- 


| but I ſhould be ſeized as the Occaſion, though a very 


brought upon the Carpet; and'I ſhould not only be hated, 
but deſpiſed as an Impob ure. 


talk of dying for thoſe e love; but * there are Who 


55 rgin's 7 i&tory.” 27 


I now abandon'd myſelf to Tears and to Reflec- 
-I look'd on all theſe Troubles as a juſt Pu- 


am perpetually involved in; Love, Virtue, and Reaſon 


as well as my Reputation. The old Marquis would 


leave to converſe with me, when there no longer was 


Why have I this fooliſh Averſion to a Cloyfler ? 
Why does my Vanity tempt me to appear in 


but one or the other was no more; and as the fatal Miſ- 
conſtruction the Marquis had put on my Behaviour, I 
if he ſtill ſurvived, he would have found ſome way to 


quences of ſo terrible an Affair I doubted not 


innocent one, of what my Imagination ſuggeſted to me 
had fallen out, and in ſuch a Cafe I knew, unfriended 
as I was, little Favour was to be expected, eſpecially, 
as it was highly reaſonable to ſupppſe, my real Origin, 
and all the former Accidents of my Life, would then be 


How natural is Self Preſervation !- We may 
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25 The Virtuous Villager ; or, 


lee the fatal Dart at Hand, would bare their Boſom to 
receive it ———Not all the Grief I felt for the loſs of 
two ſuch worthy Lovers, could render me forgetful of 
my own Safety ; and as Flight ſeemed the only Method 
of Preſervation, I reſolved immediately upon it. 
In this Diſpoſition T began to confider whether I ſhould 
803 


any Place where I had ever been before, threw unſur- 


_ mountable Difficulties in my way.————There ſeem'd 
nothing ſafe for me, but to quit Fer/ailles by Night, and 


travel diſguiſed and on Foot, till I got to ſome Town 
or Village, where was a Waggon to carry me to Paris. 


There, ſaid I to myſelf, no body will know me, and 1 


may either be admitted into ſome Family as a. Servant, 


or take a little Lodging and work at my Needle. Thus 
did my Fears influence me to a Determination, which 


ought to have been the Reſult of my Virtue ; but why 


do I call what then paſs'd in my Mind a Determination ! 


Alas, it laſted not three Minutes, Plenty, Eaſe, and the 


_ Vlatteries with which I had of late been treated, had 
| Fender'd me too delicate to do any ſervile Office: 


T had forgot how to wait on myſelf, and was quite inca- 


pable of waiting on others, and had my Palate too 


much vitiated by being accuſtomed to the gue/gue choſe of 


great Tables, to take up with the coarie Fare I mult ex- 
pect to live upon, when to earn it by my Labour 


In fine, I was grown the Woman of Quality, and could 


not bear the Thought of deſcending ; and though the 
Apprehenſions J had of being made anſwerable for any 


Misfortune, which might have attended the meeting of 


the Count and Marquis, yet I could not t put in Practice | 
any Means of eſcaping. 


In theſe Anxities did I remain till near Ten at Night, 


at which time my Cook-Maid, who from the firſt Mo- 


ment of her coming, took a great liking to me, and 


was beſides very innocent and good-natur'd, came to ſeek 


me in my Cloſet.——1 hope my Reader will not 
think me impertinent, if I give a brief Recital of what 


paſs'd between us at this time, becauſe it happened after- 


wards to be of ee 
Bleſs 


but the Impoſſibilit of being conceal'd at 


4 
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. e Supper has been ready theſe two Hours, 
yet you have never rung the Bell, nor I ſuppoſe once 
thought of eating 


Mercy on us, when ſuch as you find any thing to trou- 
ble them -I am rarely fitted, indeed, 
| laſt Lady was always grumbling, and ſcolding, and 1 1 

ing things about the Houſe hke a mad Fool, and now 1 

have got one that cries like a Child: — 
every one has their own way ;= but among us poor ; 

7 People there are no {uch Fancies ?- 


easy? ———You want for nothing— ——have a fine 

= Lodging and well-farniſhed————rich Cloaths- 5 
a great Income to be ſure, and for Youth ard Beauty I 
never ſaw any thing come up to yon. 


| Mercy, added ſhe, with a low Curteſy, I had forgot, 1 


he is gone, and there's an End of him don't 
_ grieve yourſelf, dear Madam, for one cold one, there 
are a thouſand warm ones to be had, we live in a 


Plenty, as the Plagues of a Cook- Maid. 
Creature endeavour'd to give me Conſolation, I bid her, 


right at all in me, Pm ſure to indulge mylelf while my 
gocd Lady is in Trouble. Barbara, for that was her 
Name, left me with theſe Words, the Good-nature of 


help calling her Back, and bidding her go to her Sup- 
per, well then, ſaid ſhe, if you will be fo good to eat a 
little Soup; I'll ſwear to you by my Guardian Angel, to 
devour as much as any four people; ; 
continue in this Mood, I can out faſt our Cs, and he 
bs the greateſt Pexitent | in all the Country, and a very 


Virgin's Vigor . 29 


Bleſs 1 me cry'd ſhe, do you great Ladies live upon 


Feſu Maria! continged 52555 


looking more attentively on me, you are weeping! 


my 


Well— 


Why what now _ 
in the Name of Goodneſs have you to make you un- 


wonder what 


People would have ;— but cry your Ladyſhip's 


warrant you are thinking of your Huſband but 


Country where, Heaven be praiſed, Huſbands are as 


J could not forbear ſmiling in the midſt of my Trou- 
bles at the Simile, and the manner in which this poor 


. leave me, and told her I did not intend to 
eat. Then I 1} faſt too, cry'd ſhe, it would not be 


D 


the poor Creature affected me very much, and I could not 


but, if you 
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good Man if he did not love Money too well; if it 
were not for that, he might have been made a Saint 
long ago; but like the reſt of the World he loves him- 
Telt, and, indeed, I think he is not much to blame. 
I grew quite impatient with this Babble, and bid her 
Joey me a ſecond Time.——Yes, Madam, reply'd ſhe, 
without ſtirring a Step, I ſee you are very angry, and 
vou mult be obeyed how one may be deceived in 
People's Countenances l- J could have ſworn that 
you did not know how to frown; but I; ſee now 
that you can ſcold as well as Mademoiſelle D'EBieux. 
Mademoiſelle D' Ebieux ! cry'd IJ, haſtily, why 
do you know Mademoiſelle D' E/bieux ? Know 
her, anſwer'd my Maid, yes, indeed, I have reaſon to 
know her, I was her Servant once, and had ſuch a Life 
with her, as I ſhall not preſently forget: but, 
purſued ſhe, are you acquainted with her, Madam? 
I jadg'd it would be very improper to own any Con- 
cern, | had on this Lady's Account, to this talkative, 
filly Creature, leſt her Folly might occaſion her to blab 
| ſomewhat that might diſcover me to that cruel Enemy, : 
ſo only anſwer'd that I knew her but by Name. 80 
much the better, cry'd Barbara, for ſhe is a very ill- 
natur'd malicious Lady, as her Huſband, poor Gentle- 
man, will find Pl warrant him. Is ſhe then married ? | 
faid I, Yes, Heaven be praiſed, reſumed ſhe,' ſhe is 
married, and our Village is rid of her. Pray, faid bh 
What is the Name of your Village. Ah! Ma- 
dam! reply'd ſhe, with Tears in her Eyes, it is called 
D —, and though it is the leaſt in the Foreſt of 
Fountainbleau; yet J can tell your Ladyſhip it is a Para- 
dice on Earth: I ſhall never be happy till I ger into it 
again, I hope to end my Days there at laſt ; but we poor 
Folks muſt do ſomething to get our Bread; and thanks 
to Providence, we are all honeſt Pains-taking People, all 
I ſhould fay, but one of my Neices, who ran away 
with a Marquis, and they ſay has done a great deal f 
Miſchief with her pretty Lace; but I have never ſeen 
her ſi ince ſhe was Heile, I was at Service a great way off, 


when 
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when ſhe grew up, ſo have nothing to anſwer for what 
_ ſhe does. 

ohe had no ſooner atter'd theſe Words than ſhe went 
out of the Room, and ſaw not the Confufion J was in, 
which was, indeed, too great for me to have diſſembled 
| before her; -by what ſhe faid, I was convinced 
that ſhe was my Father's Siſter, fo cad a Circumſlance, 
could not but give my Pride a conſiderable Alarm. 
Good God! faid I to myſelf, how truly lobe is 
my Condition! I have loſt all the good Will cf my 
Friends, am deſpiſed by my neareſt Kindred, who tho? 
never ſo poor, think me infinitely beneath them, as they 
imagine, I have forfeited that which alone can make a 
Woman valuable; and for what have I dore all this? 
| Why to be a gaudy nothing! A Toy trick'd 
and ſet up to be gazed at and admired for a-while, then 
caſt down much more below even my mean Original, 
than I am now exaited above what ſolid Good 
has accrued to me for quitting thoſe v/ho gave me Birth! 
Alas! the inceflant Perplexities and Apprehen- 
ions, as well as my preſent eminent Danger, too plain- 
ly ſhews me [Heaven is offended at my Vanity and Pre- 
ſumption, and puniſhes me in the Effects. 
directing Providence thought I ſhould have TI a fine 
Lady, I had been born ſuch; and I am now convinced, | 
all People ſhould conform themſelves to the Rank from . 
which they ſprang, had I done ſo I had been bleſt in 
Peace of Mind, and loved by all who knew me. Theſe 
Reflections were followed by a Torrent of Tears, which 
continued till Barbara, my Aunt 1 ſnowd ſay, brought 
me a ſmall Baſon of Soup, which though I had {mall 
Inclination, ſhe in a manner forced me to eat. 

I behaved to her with more Act bility than before, 
and ſhe was more pleaſed at it, than if 1 had given her 
an Agnus Dei, yet ſhe was very fond cf Relicks, and 
had a great deal of Devotion, though not exerciſed in 
that preciſe manner of Mademoiſelle Brochan, my ill⸗ 
natured Chambermaid. I durſt not, however, enter in- 
to any Converſation with her, on the Score of Made- 
moiſelle D' Elbicux, nor aſk any Queſtions concerning 
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Had all- 
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my own Family, or what was ſaid of that Niece ſhe bad 
mentioned; for fear I ſhould not be able to reſtrain me- 


ſelf erough, to hinder ber from taking Notice how 


deeply J was intereſted in it, ſo ſuffer'd her to — 


without aiking any farther Speech. 

When I again found myſelf alone, I abandon'd my 
1H to new Reflection. in theſe Moments I was 

nick of the great Worid, and wiſh'd for nothing more 


than to return to my primitive Meanneſs, with my paor 
Parents; and while theſe Suggeſtions Jaited, was two or 


three times about to call back my Aunt, confeſs myſelf 


to her, add contrive the Means of gcing with her to our 


Village; but the Thoughts how 1 ſhould be received 
| inde the diſadvantageous Opinion, J found they had of 
me, deterr'd me from that Reſolution =I then 
thought of retiring to a Monaſtery, and concealing my- 
TI, To 25 never to be heard on more ; but that was im- 


practicable without a Recommendation, and how to get 
one ſpeedy enough for my Purpoſe, I couid not tell. 


—— Then I thought of going to Madam De G——— 


x 3 


and, as I could not hope to be ſecure in her Houſe: en- 


treat ſhe would provide ſome Place for me; but J had 
already been ſo troubleſome to that good Lady, and had 


created ſo much Confuſion in that part of the Country, 


that I durſt not attempt i. —my diſturb'd Imagi- 


nation preſented a thouſand Projects, which all vaniſh'd 
almoſt as ſoon as formed, either through the Impoſſibi- 
lity there appear'd of carrying them into Execution, or 


my own Want of Inclination to go about them. 
At laſt, though with an Infinity of Difficulty, and a 


long Struggle, 1 1 reſolved to go to Paris, and try my = 
Fortune in ſome mean way or "other : Having fixed this 
Determination, I wrote a Letter to the Marquis, where 


in I juſtified myſelf i in as handſome a manner as I could, 


from what, according to Appearanccs, he had reaſon to 
think me ouilty of, and ending with telling him that he 


ſhould never ſee me more, ſince he could bring bimſelf 
to make any Judgment to my Prejudice, without exa- 
: mining into as F oundation. 
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J alſo wrote another to Monſieur the Count de Saint 
Fal, in which I thanked him for all the Proofs he had 


given me of a ſincere and honourable Friendſhip ; but 
concluded, with aſſuring him I was reſolved to hide myle! f 


forever from al! the Tumults which threatned me, in per- 
ſevering in a Life above me. 


J put both theſe Letters into one Packet, and was 


juſt going to direct them, when it came into my Head 


again, that poſſibly neither of the Perſons they were de- 
ſigned for, might be in a Condition to receive them, 
and this Imagination threw me once more into Agonies 


which almoſt deprived me of my Reaſon——— 1 then 
thought I could not quit Verſailles without knowing the 
Fate of thoſe illuſtrious Rivals, and that it was my Duty 
to run any Hazards rather than be guilty of ſuch : an 


Act of Ungeneroſit). 
I was in an Eaſy-Chair, my Face all bathed 


Tears, and my Head reclined upon my Hand, when” 
my Aunt came haſtily into the Room, bidding me dry 
my Eyes, for all 1 feared was happily over + 
What? cried J impatiently ; here, reſumed ſhe, pointing 
to the Marquis and Count, who that Moment entered | 
together, here is a Proof, that I tell you no Lies 
Heaven be praiſed, continued ſhe, there's no Miſchief 
done, and the wicked ill natured Brochan will be forced | 


to aſk Pardon. 5 
While ſhe ſpoke, the Marquis threw pimſelf at my 


Feet; he took hold of one of my Hands, kifs'd it 
with a Fervency, which is not to be expreſt, and looking 


up on my Face, would fain have ſpoke, but was not 
able- N need he had of Words, however, 
his expreſſive Eyes ſufficiently informed me of what 


paſſed in his Heart, and 1 in them; 41 read unutterable 8 


Lo ve ! unutterahle Joy. 
Monfieur de Saint Fal continued ſilent Iſo, leaning 


on the Back of my Chair, which I had no Power to rife 
from, nor to pay any of thoſe Reſpects, which either 
my Love or my Civility required from me; but aft 
he had attended the firſt Emotions of my Surpriſe ; 1 
MNAYs told you, Madam, faid he, that my chief Happt - 
C 
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leaſt Difficulty to convince him of the Truth 
He is now aſhamed to think he could be capable of ſul. 
petting you, and you cannot in juſtice reſent, but ra- 
ther pity the Effects of his Paſſion———you would 
have known all this five Hours ago, if my Uncle the 

old Marquis had not met us, and I durſt not ſend any | 
Nieflenger to acquaint you of what had pailed, n 
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neſs would be in procaring yours, and I think this is now 


ſome Proof of what I ſaid 


I have brought you 


back the only Man in the World worthy of your At- 
fectio————he ſuffered himſelf not to remain three 


Minutes in doubt of your Conduct, and I had not the 


his Curioſity might tempt him to have the Perſon fo 


lowed. 
Recover yourſelf, therefore, Madam, continued be, 
and enjoy without Diſturbance the Happineſs of ſeeing a 
Lover no leſs worthy of you, than you of him. TO 
| theſe Words, he added, that he was obliged to return to 
his Uncle; but that he would wait on me the next Day; 
and then leſt the Room with a Bow, full of Reſpect and 

Tenderneſs. | 
I eaſily ſaw he took his E for no other 1 : 
than to give the Marquis an Opportunity of Dif- 
courſing me with the more Freedom: but my Heart 
Was ſo fluttered in paſſing from the Extremity of Deſpair 
: to a contrary Emotion, which the unexpected Sight of a 


ver fo dear to me, could not but excite; that I was 


: e able to return the Civilities of that generous 


F riend. 


The hurry of Spirits, or to ſpeuk more properly, the 
tranſport I was in to ſee at my Feet, the dear adored 
| Man, whom but a Moment before I kad believed was 


mine no more, that I had not preſence enough of Mind, 


even to bid him quit ſo uneaſy a Polture————at aſt, 
o erwhelm me not, my Lord, I beſeech you, cried I, | 
with this Exceſs of Tenderneſs ; for tho' mine for you 
m iy claim ſome ſhare of it, yet it ill becomes me to ſee 
you thus. No, my dear, my forever adorable Fea- 
_ netta, repliel he, I'll never rife till that charming Mouth 


has pronounced a full 1] Pardon i lor che Crime J have been 
| Samy 


guilty of 
of Outrages al you in my Thoughts I was 
baſe enough to believe you capable of Perfidiouſneſs 


2 : . r 


well as your Lordſhip's Suſpicion of my Conduct 
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I confeſs I have committed the worſt 


I imagined my Couſin in poſſeſſion of your Heart 


I gave myſelf up to all that Jealouſy could ſuggeſt— 


but I acknowledge I have been to blame > xcelſs of 
Paſſion hurried me to Extremities, which nothing but the 


Moderation and Prudence of my Couſin, could have 


prevented from being fatal to one or both of us 
O, what have I not ſuffered in theſe Apprehenſions, 


ſaid l, ſure the Terrors of my Soul can be equalPd by 
nothing, but the Joy of ſeeing you, and finding yo 


convinced how little poſhble it is, I can have one ten- 
der Thought for any of your Sex, but yourlelf. The 


_ Bluſhes which accompanied theſe Words, ſeemed to the 
Marquis to be ſome Remains of Reſentment in me 


again, he begg'd me to forgive him, and would not be 


pPrevailed upon to riſe, till J had vowed to think no more 
of what had paſs'd, as to what concerned that which he 
was pleaſed to own, had been a fault in him; but at the 
_ fame Time, added, that I thought myſelf under an 
_ indiſpenſable Neceſſity of entreating his Forgiveneſs: in 
my turn; for having given room for Suſpicions, which 
muſt have been unavoidable to any Heart truly affected 
with Love. Forget, therefore, I beſeech you, my 


Lord, ſaid I, the Anxieties my Behaviour has occaſioned 


3 know I ought not to have oppoſed your Father's 
Orders, but ſubmitted to my Fate, and ſuffered the 
Count to have conducted me to a Cloyſter, rather than 

have accepted any Proofs of his Friendſhip, which muſt 


naturally expoſe me to the Cenſure of the World, as 


to all this, purſued I, what Defence can I make, os 


that the very Inclination you have inſpired, enforced me 
to Things which for a Time, made me ſeem ynworthy 


of your Ves, my dear Marquis, a Cloyſter had 
for me uncommon Horrors, becauſe it would have ſepa- 


rated me for ever from you, and I choſe to run the 
riſque of loofing your Eſteem by ſome Indiſcretions, 
rather than yield to the cruel Certainty of ſeeing you no 
more. C 6 T he 
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The Marquis preſſed my Hands with an Extremity of 
Pa ſſion, at my ſay ing theſe Words, and ſeating him- 

ſelf near me; no, my charming Feanetta, ſaid he, | 
have nothing to accuſe you of. 
had been my eternal Lot, had you ated in a different 


Manner my Father would have ſhut you up for 


Life, he had taken ſuch Meaſures, and his Orcers 


would with ſuch Exactneſs have been obeyed, that if 


you had fallen into his Hands, I mutt infallibly have 
loſt you for ever— 
I left Lorrain, an old Servant of the Marquis's, ſeeing my 
very Life at Stake, betray'd it to me, on which I rook 
Poſt immediately, and arrived at Madam de G——"s, 


but a few Hours after my Coulin in Quality of an 
_ Exempt had taken you thence——— Judge to what an 
Extremity of Deſpair I was reduced, when I found ou 
that good Lady was truly touched with 
my Condition, and it was from her | learned that it 
was Saint Fal, who had been entruſted with this Com- 
Miſſion ; but ſhe engaged my Word of Honour to keep 
the Secret inviolably : Had ſhe not taken that Precau- 


were gone 


tion, I ſhould have extorted the Secret from him, where 


he had placed you, tho' I had loſt my Life———1 met 


him in my return to Verſaille, as you have doubtleſs 


| heard, but could not behave to him with the Candor 1 


had been accuſtomed the Spies I placed about him 
diſcovered his coming here, and alfo that a young Lady, 
an entire Stranger at Yer/ai/les, lodged in this Houſe 


I preſently imagined it could be no other than yourſelf, 
and call'd laſt Night to enquire for you—being convinced 
he had diſobeyed my Father's Orders; what Motive 


could I impute it to but Love! ——your remaining at 
Perſaills————the Change of your Name 
theſe Lodgings———— all conſpired to turn my Brain 


I thought I was betrayed 


- your being ever united to me 


. Chimera of your eternal Loſs ſeem real 


- 


Io oe Fs mediately 


Delpair and Ruin 


This I was informed of but ſince 


I reflected on the Merits 
of my Couſin your Youth——the little Proſpect of 
dur being ſubjected 

to the Power of him you were with, made the dreadſul 
| I watched 
him myſelf this Morning, and ſaw him enter, and im- 


invillutely aſter I aſked for you— 
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a Woman pretty 
well advanced in Years, who I find waits on you, refuted 


to carry in my Name to you, telling me {he was cer- 


tain you would ſee no body but the Count de Saint Fal, 


Who had taken the Lodgings for you, and was now 
alone with you, and ſhe did not think proper to inter- 


rupt you— all this was delivered in a certain Tone, 


which ſerved to encreaſe my Deſpair; yet as in all 

Misfortunes, Suſpenſe is the moſt terrible to be borne, 

I reſolved if poſſible to come at the Certainty, and 
: offered 1 her ten Lewis d'Or, to diſcover to me what ſhe 
 knew- 
told me with a Sneer, that you paſs'd for a young 
Widow, was called the Counteſs 4e Roches, and that 

Monſieur the Count de Saint Fal, was continually with RK} 

you, ſhe ſuppoſed to give you Conſolation for the Loſs MB 
of your Huſband. To this, ſhe added many infiduous | 
Reflections, which I will not ſhock you to repeat, and 


of her own accord, proffered to conceal me in the Houſe 
where I might ſee you together. 


the - Preſent was greedily accepted ſhe 


Here I could not forbear interrupting the Marquis: by : 
deſiring to know what a Servant could ſay of a Miſtreſs 


with whom ſhe had lived but two Days? to which he 


anſwered, that he was at that Time too much confuſed 


to give any great Attention to the particular Words ſhe 
uttered; but that all ſhe ſaid tended to let him ſee ſne 
took me for a Woman who was come to Court under a 
feigned Pretence, and had in reality no other Buſineſs 

than to make her Fortune if ſhe could Pardon me, 
_ deareſt Feanetta, cried he, perceiving I was ready to 

weep at the Recital of ſuch cruel Aſperſions 
Minds will always imagine every one like themfelves— 


mean 


Tam more to blame to liſten to what ſhe ſaid— but 


every thing conſpired to make you ſeem guilty—this 
Woman's Diſcourſe————Saint FaPs Viſit 


my 
: finding him at your Feet- -hearing his Expreſſions 
your not ſeeming to reſent what he faid— 0, 


Who but, like me, muſt have yielded to the Suggeſtions 
of Jealouſy and Deſpair !- 


have been ſo a but 1 plead the little Poſſibility 


I do not ſay I ought to 


there 
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there was for me to have been otherwiſe at ſuch ſeeming 
Teſtimonies. 1 : wm 
He ended theſe Words, with all the Marks of the 
moſt tender Affection that ever was, and from this we 
| talked no more of what was paſt, and I ſuffered myſelf 
to be pleaſingly enchanted, while his melodious Tongue 
flowed with all that Love and Wit infpired— the 
Clock ſtriking One at laſt rouz'd me from this delightful 
Lethargy, and I reminded him, that a Perſon of his 
Sex ſtaying ſo late in my Apartment, might give the 
malicious Brochan room for freſh Impertinencies. After 
ſo long an Abſence it was ſome diſſiculty to part, but we 
conſoled ourſelves with the Thoughts of ſeeing each 
other again next Day, he kiſs'd my Hand at parting, 
but looking tenderly on me, as tho' he paſſionately 
| longed for a farther Confirmation, that he was not in- 
different to me; I preſented my Cheek, but with fo 
many Bluſhes, and unaffected Confuſion, that he might 


_ eaſily perceive it was the firſt Favour of that kind I had 


ever granted to any Man, and the Tranſports he was in 
at receiving it, were ſuch as aſſured me he was convinced 
It was intirely owing to the Sincerity of my Paſſion. 
The many Reflections which attended this Day's 
Adventures, would not ſuffer me to enjoy much repoſe 
that Night; but as the greateſt Part of them were 
pleaſing, were far from giving me any Fatigue 
| F'grew more compoſed however towards Morning, and 
fell into ſo ſound a Sleep, that I awoke not till two 
oO Clock; nor perhaps had not then done ſo, had not 
my good-natured Aunt Barbara been a little ſurprized to 
find I lay ſo long, and called me ſeveral Times: She 
told me, that the Count de Saint Fal had been to wait on 
me in the Morning, and I could not but admire the 
Reſpect he treated me with on this Occaſion ; for ſhe 
ſaid ſhe would have brought him into my Bedchamber, 

but he refuſed it, anſwering that he would not for the 
World take the Liberty to diſturb my Repoſe; we have 


not a great many Examples of ſuch Modeſty 5 


Marquis, now my dear Huſband, has ſince confeſs'd to 
me he ſhould not have behaved with ſo much Mode- 
ration. es | as | 5 


I 
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I took this Opportunity, however, of remonſtrating 
to my Aunt, that Decency required ſhe ſhould ſuffer no 
Man to come into my Chamber when I was in Bed; 
and as ſhe had made Saint Fal the offer meerly through 
Simplicity, and no bad Intention, what I ſaid to her on 
this Subject, made her extremely careful for the future. 

It was near Dinner-Time when the Marquis came 
in, if poſſible he appeared more amiable in my Eyes 
that Day than ever: His Dreſs was exceeding rich, and 


Jo well fancied that one would have imagined he made 
the ornamenting his Perſon his whole Study, tho' in 
truth no Man ever did, or does, conſult it leſs; the 
Satisfaction in his Countenance ariſing from our laſt 
Night's Converſation, no doubt added to the Luſtre of 
his Eyes, and gave his Features an additional Softneſs— 


the Tenderneſs witn which we met may better be con- 


_ ceived by thoſe of my Readers who have generous gentle 
Souls, than expreſs'd by any Words I am able to make 
uſe of; and for the harſh and unſuſceptible Part of the 
World, it gives me little Concern, whither they approve _ 


or not of the ſoft Emotions with which the Breaſts of thoſe 
who are capable of a perfect Paſſior, are filled, when in the 
| Preſence of the dear Object, equally loving and beloved. 


He aſked me, without doubting it, a thouſand and a 
| thouſand Times, if I were perfectly reconciled to him, 
and I as often aſſured him that I was —— How 
ſwift the Moments paſſed, the Clock had ſtruck Four, 
yet I never thought of Eating, and I believe ſhould have 
ſuffered the whole Day, to elapſe in the ſame manner, 


if my Aunt, who could by no means approve of Faſting, 


had not reminded me of the Hour. The Marquis made 


an Apology for having been the occaſion of this Delay ; 


but I told him that the only way to atone for it, and 
- puniſh himſelf, was to ſtay and content himſelf with 
Part of what was prepared for me——-he was too 
much pleaſed with this Invitation not to comply with it, 
and Barbara was ordered to ſerve up Dinner immediate- 
 ly————we had no want of a third Perſon to fill up any 
Cuhaſm in Converſation, we had enough to entertain 
each other with; and after the Cloath was taken ann; 
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I let him into the Secret of the near Relation my Coolæ- 
maid had to me, at which odd turn he could not avoid 
being a little ſurprized, but commended my Prudence in 
concealing myſelf from her Knowledge for the preſent ; 
J then gave him the Detail of all had befallen me ſince 
our ſeparation —related to him the Hiſtories of 
Saint Agnes and Lindamine, and dwelt ſo ſtrongly on 
the Misfortunes of the former, and the cruel Reſtraint ſhe 
was under, that he aſſured me in Conſideration of the 
tender Friendſhip he found there was between us, he 
would employ all his Intereſt to procure a Diſpenſation 
from her Vows. „ %%% ͤ ¾ 
From this the Converſation turned on Monfienr de 
Saint Fal, and I had reaſon to ſee the Greatneſs of this 
amiable Lover's Paſſion, by the Pain it gave him, white 
I made a full and ſincere Recital of all that young Noble- 
man's Behaviour, not omitting, as far as I could remem- 
ber, the moſt minute Circumitance or Word that paſs'd 
between us, from the Time of his taking me from Ma- 
dame de G——— to the preceding Day, 
I had the ſatisfaction, however, to obſerve that it was 
not in the Power of all his Jealouſy to prevent him from 
doing jultice to the Count's Merits ; he even went fo 
far as to fay, that his Honour was ſo much to be de- 
_ pended upon, that tho' he knew him to be his Rival, 
yet if the Neceſſity of our Affairs required it, he could 
not be uneaſy if I were yet more in his Power than I 
already was. I told him with a Smile, that there was 
ſomething owing to me alſo, and that he ought to rely 
no leſs on my own way of thinking, than on that of his 
| Couſin. He anſwered, that he never had a Donbt of it, 
but in thoſe hurrying Moments, which I had promiſed _ 
to forget; and added, that he flattered himſelf, that 
| beſide my Virtue, I had a ſofter Defence in favour of 
him, which would enable me to reſiſt all Attacks 
made to his Prejudice. I made no reply to theſe Words, 


but gave him a Look, which ſufficiently gave him to 


underſtand he had not been deceived in his ConjeQures. 
1 then aſked him, if he could with as little Difficulty 

give me an Account of his own Adventures and Behaviour 
. ho | lince 


7 Virgin's Viftory. * 
| | ſince I aw him? Alas! reply'd he, what Account have 
to give my adorable Jranetta; but a Jong Series of 
Perplexities, Hopes, Fears, and all the natural Conſe- 
quences of Abſence, from the only Obje& of my At- 

ſections. | Se = V 
Take Care, my Lord, ſaid I, with half a Smile, leſt 
you ſwerve from your uſual Sincerity, when you tell me 
you were involved only in Cares for me——— the fair 
Lorrainers 1 am apt to believe had a different Opinion 
of the Situation of your Heart, than what you now 

would ſeem to repreſent. | 3 ; 


Ab, ery'd the Marquis with the ſame good Humour, 
Dulois | ſuppoſe, has been tiring you with the Adven- 
4 tures Lorrain abounds with, and has brought me in for 

7 a Share, perhaps, to find how far it would affect you. 
1 A good Turn, indeed, my Lord, anſwer'd I; but 
g that ſhall not prevent me, from inſiſting on a Detail of 
, what happen'd to you, during your Stay in that Coun- 
„ You muſt then be obey'd, my dear Jeanelta, ſaid 
he, though what I have to inform you of, is little wor- 

thy your Attention. On my firſt Arrival a profound 
Melancholy ſeized me, I ſeldom went abroad but to 
Divine Service; I grew pale, wan, my Strength and 
Appetite decreaſed by ſwift Degrees, and Dubois fearing 
J was falling into a Conſumption, was continually im- 
Portuning me to take the Air, and ſee Company; but 
finding me averſe to his Propoſal, and that I every Day 

grew worle, ſent without my Knowledge for a Phyii- 
cian, who being come, my officious Valet told me, that 

in ſpite of the Reſolution I had taken to hide myſelf 

from all the World, I could not hinder myſelf longer 

from ſeeing Company, and that a Gentleman who called 

himſelf De Mourtray, was come to viſit me; I was 
afraid he had been impudent enough to invite People in 


1 my Name, and began to chide him in fo ſevere a Man- 
1 ver, that he was obliged to confeſs it was only a Phy- 
9 ſician, whom he thought it very proper I ſhould con- 


. © 


As 


— —-— — Ae 


half Diſtance : 
tation, he ſaid, I ſhould meet with ſome agreeable Peo- 


m_—_ — 
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As Dubois had done this, I was obliged to order 
Monſieur De Mourtray ſhould be admitted, and was 
little peeviſh at the Thoughts of being compell'd, as ir 
were, to liſten to the affected Jargon People of his Pro- 
feſſion uſually entertain their Patients with; eſpecially, 


as I imagined I ſtood in no great Need of his Pieſcrip- 


tions; but how agrecably was I deceived, when inſtead 
of a formal Coxcomb, as I expected, I ſaw enter a Man 
perfectly gay, facetious, and well-bred. After the 


_ firſt Civilities were over, and he had in an 1 eaſy Manner 


aſk'd me {ome few, and thoſe not impertinent Queſtions, 


concerning the State of my Health, inſtead of Phy ſiclk 


he propoſed a Party of Pleaſure ; told me I had 


no manner of Occaſion to keep my Chamber —that 
Whatever Ailment I laboured under was of the Mind not 


the Body; and it being a very fine Day, his firt Pre- 


| ſcription was, that I ſhould favour him with my Com- 


pany to a ſmall Houſe he had about a League and a 
To induce me to accept his Invi- 


ple there ; and added with a Smile, that fine Women 


and good Wine were the beſt Remedies in all Hy po- a 
chondriac Caſes. 


I was ſo taken with his Good. humour and ealy Man- 


ner of Addreſs, that I obliged him to ſtay and dine with 


me, and, indecd, the diverting Paſlages he entertain'd 


me with, gave the Repait a double Reliſh to my long 
depraved Appet! te. 
he had deſired, to his Country- Houſe, and found ſome 
very good Company of both Sexes ; the Men were per- 
fectly polite, and the Ladies far from aukward, as ſome 
People repreſent them ; on the contrary, their Dreſs was 


in the Evening we went, as 


well-fancied, and their Cenverſation as free from all 


SIT of Stiles and Affectation, as thoſe at Paris. 5 b 


me to appear in Publick, and give and receive Viſits; 
but when I had begun to do ſo, my Acquaintance 
ſoon grew pretty exteniive, eſpecially after the Arrival 

| ef a young Gentleman, with whom I had been ex- 
ttemely intimate; and though a Lerraiur by Birth, he 
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on her, but with Pleaſure mix'd with Pain. | 
Saint Alu aſked whether I approved his Choice, and I 


and chief Geniry were invited. 


Fi vidbory. „„ 


kniſtr d his Studies at the ſame Academy at Paris as I 


did; and there appear'd ſo great a Parity in our Senti- 
ments, that during his Stay we had been very ſeldom 
a-ſunder. Judge how much I was pleaſed to meet ſo 
agreeable a Companion, the many Diverſions in which 


he would always make me a Sharer. It was that chief- 


ly enabled me to ſupport ſo long an Abſence from my 
charming Feanetta; among the many Ladies he brought 


me acquainted with, was Madam De Charee, whole el- 


deft Daughter he was paſſionately enamour'd with—— 


' ſhe is, indeed, a moſt amiable young Creature, and has 


ſo great a Reſemblance cf you, that I never look'd up- 


anſwer'd in Terms, which very much flatter'd the 
Judgment of this young Lover. In fine, his Ad- 
dreſſes were encouraged, and a Mort time put him in Poſ- 


ſeſſion of his Wiſhes. In about a Week after 


their Marriage, the Bridgroom gave a magnificent 
Ball at his own Houſe, to which moſt of the Nobility 
need nct tell you 


I Was not omitted, after having given you an Account 
of the Intimacy between us 
_ congratulated his good Fortune, as 1 look'd upon her as 
a Tady of very great Merit, and every way qualified to 
preſerve the Paſſion her Beauty had inſpired ; and went 
that Evening to his Houſe with a Chearfulneſs, which 


indeed, I heartily 


did not afford the leaſt Preſage of what was to follow; 
and that a Time ſet a- part for Jollity and good Hu- 


mour, ſhould be the laſt of our Friendſhip, and I much 
fear of his Happineſs, or that of his Lady. 


Indeed, my dear Feanetta, I never think on the Ac- 


cidents of this unhappy Night without Trouble, and 


could gladly be diſpenſed with, from ever mentioning it; 
but as tis probable you may hereafter hear it from others, 


and, perhaps, related in a Manner very different from 


the Truth, there is a kind of Neceſity you ſhould know 
it, as it exactly happened. 


This Affair, continued the Marquis, is of fo 4 


a Nature, that I know not well how to relate it, nor, 


Indeedy | 


— 
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indeed, am well convinced from what Motive the Occ2- 
ſion of it aroſe. l aſſure you my Condition is very 
hard: I am formally accuſed of having violated all the 
Laws of Honour, Hoſpitality and Friendſhip 

Appearances are againſt me my Innocence is my 


ſole Defence; and Malice fails not to interpret every - 
Thing to my Diſad vantage before I enter into 

this lictle Hiſtory, I therefore conjure you beautifal . 

Feanetta, to recollect the former Part of my Behavi- 


our, in order to aſſure yourſelf, that the latter could not 
Jantly incur your Diſpleaſuſmme. 
Theſe Preparations with which the Marquis uſher'd 
in his Story, made me impatient to hear it; and the 


Pains he took to perſuade me to be of his Party, ſeem'd 
to promiſe ſomething extraordinary. I was twenty 
Times about to tell him, that if I was to judge of the 
| enſuing Matter, all he ſaid would only give me Reaſon : 
to think I ought to paſs Sentence againſt him 3 but as 
this would have delayed the Satisfaction of my Curioſi- 
ty, I remain'd ſilent, that he might have the Oppor- 
tunity of proſecuting his Diſcourſe, which he did in 


theſe Terms. 


The vaſt Concourſe of People at this fatal Ball, ſaid 
he, made the Room extremely hot, and being a little 
tired with Dancing, I quitted it in order to breathe a 
little of the freſh Air; and alſo to contemplate on my 


_ adorable Feanetia, who in the Eyes of my Imagination, 


far outſhone all the Beauties of Saint Alu's Circle. 1 
_ walk'd ſome few Turns in a fine Walk of Jeſſamines 


behind the Houſe, and being about to return to the Com- 


ER 
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pany, not doubting but by this Time I ſhould be miſs'd 


and enquir'd for; I came into the Houſe by a Back- 
Door, which was ſomewhat nearer than the great Gate; 
in my Return I paſs'd through a Room which had a Bed 
in it, with the Curtains cloſe drawn, prepared, as I af- 
terwards heard, for a Perſon who was intended to lie 
there that Night; as it had not been uſed as a Lodging- 
Room, a great Fire, notwithſtanding the Warmth of 
the Weather, was made to air it, which was all the 
Light was in it. ———— The Change of this Apart- 
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fallen a Victim to this Miſunderſtanding.- 

deavour'd to perſuade him to be eaſy that Night, and 

not expole himſelf and me to the Company, who could 
not but hear us, offering at the ſame to give him any 


but he was deaf to Reaſon, and it ſoon after happened 
—ſeveral Ladies and Ceitlemen 
came in upon us, and were Witneſſes of a Scene ſuffci- 
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ment, which I had before been well acquainted with un- 


der a different Form, made me ſtop a little to conſider 
it, and that Inſtant I heard the Curtains move a little, 


and a Groan from the Bed ; I ſtarted and liſtned, then 
ſaid, who is there? And preſently a Voice, which 
I knew to be that of Madam De Saint Alu, anſwer'd, 


"tis I, my Lord, for Heaven's ſake, come to my Aſſiſ- 
tance, I am fainting away. OS ET | 


I ran haſtily to her, but before I could aſk, or ſne 
give me any Account of this ſudden Indiſpoſition, the 
Poor opened, and Saint Alu came in. —He ſtarted back 
at ſeeing us. Heaven! cry'd he, I am betrayed ! 

—— Falſe Woman! Perfidious Traitor! This Re- 

proach, and the Occaſion of it, took from me the Pre- 
ſence of Mind requiſite to make an Anſwer, and my 
| Silence, I ſuppoſe, confirming him in the Opinion of 
muy Guilt, he went on railing in the moſt bitter Terms 
that Jealoufy could ſoggelt. —— When I had enough 


' Rcover'd my Surprize, as to ſpeak, it was too late; he 
was not to be appealed, and had we not fortunately left 


our Swords in the Ball-Room, one or both had doubtleſs 


Satisfaction, he ſhould require the next Morning ;. 


—— anna | 


as J expected; 


ent to give room for Cenſure Madam De Saint 


Au on her Knees, weeping bitterly————her Huſband. 


ſtorming, myſelf in the utmoſt Confuſion, — 
one was officious in attempting to make up this Breach ; 


though it was eaſy to be ſeen, moſt of them had their 
_ Zeal excited by their Curioſity of knowing the Bottom 


of the Aﬀair,——Thus was all the Diverſion of the 
Night broke off :— 


. | broke 


— 1 en- 


every 


———=: retired very much perplewd 
in Mind, and I heard afterward, that Saint Alu loaded 
me with the moſt opprobious Names his Rage could 


dictate; all was in Confuſio Land all the Company 
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broke up, and went to their reſpective Houſes, to judge, | 


and talk as they pleaſed on what had happened. 


When this now unhappy Pair were left alone, the 
imeginary injured Huſband, threated to kill his Wife if 
ſhe did not confeſs the whole Truth of what had paſy'd 


between us ;—ſhe terrified beyond Meaſure at his Rage, 


and the dreadful Imprecations he had made, told him that 
it was only a foolith Piece of Super ſtition that had given 
-You know, ſaid ſhe, 
that my Lord Marquis amen himſelf with Cabaliſtical 
Operations, and I permitted him to take off my Gar- 
ters, for a certain Experiment of bringing me good 


him this Cauſe of Jealou!y : 


Fortune. 


This poor Lady thought herſelf very Politick in fram- 
ing this Story, which, indeed, being a very fooliſh one, 
look' d the more natural! it ſucceeded, however, ſo well 
on her ſide, as to pacify her Huſband fo far, as to 
make him conſent to live with her till ; 
her innocent, though weak; but me he never could for, 
Live, as believing I muſt have ſome farther Deſign in 
my Head, orl would not have N — 1055 a La- 
dy's Garters. 1 . 
For my Part, 1 1 heard this Story, as 1 aid the . 
next Day from ſeveral People, who were acquainted 
both with him and me; I knew not in what manner 
to reply to it, to ſay the Lady had utter'd a Falſity I 
thought would be unmanly; but never could be able to 
find out why ſhe made ſo frivolous a Pretence, inſtead 
of the real one. 
From this Time I never 1 Saint Alu, and becauſe 
I would not give any Reaſon for his continued Suſpi- 
cions of me, avoided every Place where his Lady vi- 
fited; notwithſtanding I am in form'd they lead a very 
ill Life together, and that feldom a Day paſſes without 
her ſuffering from his Reproaches. | 
| Here the Marquis gave over ſpeaking, and I reply'd ; 
with a Seriouſneſs, which I was not able to diſſemble, 
I am not all ſurprized at the Jealouſy of Saint Alu; 
for how innocent ſoever you might be of any Intention 


he thought 


to wrong him; I cannot lay, and think I may do fo 


without | 


poſſibly happen 
ly ill; 


Servants were in hearing 
it afterwards, and the Pretext of having her Garters 


untied, had in it ſomething not quite ſo decent, as one 
ſhould expect from a Woman of ſtrict Virtue. 


| material to us both- 
I labour'd under, on F of the Obligations I had 
to the Count De Saint Fal; and told him, that I thought 
it weuld be better for me to take Shelter in a Convent, 
notwithſtanding the Averſion I had expreſs' d to it, than 


to be expoſed to Temptations, which I was not certain 
1 ſhould be able always to reſiſt. 


Nirgin's Victory. bo, 
without being too cenſorious, that his Lady acted a very 
indiſcreet Part. Accidents like this, indeed, might 


a Woman may be taken ſudden- 


call for Affiſtance from you, when doubtleſs her own 
her ſaying no more of 


My Lover I found had little to offer in Vindication | 


1 of the Lady's Conduct; but made ſo many tender Aſſe- 


verations of the Integrity of his own, that I could 


not avoid giving Credit to what he ſaid. He con- 


feſs'd that he was far from blaming the Reſentment of Saint 


Alu; but on the contrary pity'd him ſincerely, and 


ſeem'd with me to fear, this would not be the laſt Subject 


of Complaint he would have againſt his Wife. 


After this we fell into Diſcourſe of what was EI 8 
hinted to him the Diſquiets 


The Marquis liſtened to me with great A 00 and 1 


ſeem'd very penſive, while I continued to repreſent the 
| Dangers my Virtue run; and as a Proof of the Truth of 

what I ſaid, related to him the Viſit intended me by 
the Duke De- 


Mademoiſelle De men and her Behaviour, as well 


the Conſtruction pat upon it by - 


as that of Brochan to me the Day before. Beſides, ad- 
ded I, ſhould your Lordſhip's Father, by any unexpected 
Means happen to diſcover me, I were loſt forever; he 
would infallibly put the Letter de Cachet in Force 
arainſt me, and I ſhould be confined for Life, whereas 
by a voluntary Retirement, I avoid all theſe Dangers, 


and ſhall be at Liberty to reflect on What has paſt, and 5 


wait t wich Patience my future F ate. 
Having 


but then to throw herſelf on a Bed, ang 
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Having mentioned all that I thought 4 on this 


Subject, I was filent expecting his Reply, which was 
to this Effect, that he was perfectly ſenſible of the Truth 


of what 1 ſaid, and that he would conſider ſeriouſly on 


the Affair, and hoped to find ſome Expedient, which 1 
ſhould approve of to ward me from all the Dangers [ 


apprehended without going to a Convent. Concluding 
with a moſt ſolemn Proteſtation, that he was too nearly 


concerned in every thing that regarded my Peace of 
Mind and Reputation, not to be ready to aſſiſt me in 
: any proper Meaſures for the Preſervation of both. 5 
MWMe ſtalked near two Hours 1 believe on this Affair, | 
without being able to come to any determination ; bur 
he aſſured me he would not reſt, till he had found ſome - 
method to ſatisfy all my Scruples ; ; after which he took 
his leave with every Mark of Affection, that could: be 2 
given by the molt paſſionate and faithful Lover, as! in- ** F 
deed he was, à long Experience having now convinced: 
me. that in all he laid to me his Tongue never ſwerred 
from the Dictates of his Heart. | 
The Pleaſure which the Ardency of his Affection af. 
forded me, baniſhed for a 'I'inie, all other Emotions from 
my Breaſt—! grew elevated, and in ſpite of all the 5 
Impediments that lay in my way to ſuch a Station, I _ 


flattered myſelf with the enchanting Idea of being one 


Day the Marchioneſs de . —. After ſome 
| l Reflections on this Score, 1 bethought my ſelf = 
of the Letters I had written the Day before to the Mar- 


uis and Count de Saint Fal, and went to the Place 


where I laid them, intending to read them over, and 
ſee what in theſe violent Emotions of Griet and De fair, 
my poor tormented Heart had dictated ; 1 ſearched not 


only where I thought they were, bat alſo in every 


Place where 1 imagined a poſſibility of finding them; 


but could ſee nothing of the Packet: I could not help 


being a little ſurprized and uneaſy at the firſt, but after- 
wards recollecting, that no body had been in the Room, 
but the Perſons to whom they were directed, I was 


convinced that one of them muſt have committed the 
e and was not diſpleaſed at it. | 
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I Wiſh'd indeed that it might prove ihe Marquis who 
had been the Thief; becauſe in thoſe Letters I had fo 


| lively demonſtrated the Love I had for him, the Terrors 
I was in for his Safety, and the Uneaſineſs I was under at 
being compelled to receive Obligations from any other 
Perſon than himſelf, that I thought it might contribute 
greatly to induce him to provide for me without my 
' ſeeming to defire it; for as he had talk*d of making me 
his Wife, and had never by any Word or Action given 
me Cauſe to apprehend he had any other Intentions, 1 
could receive Favours from him without any of thoſe. 


Scruples, which muſt naturally ariſe on the Effects of 


Generoſity from Perſons leſs intereſted for me. If on 


the contrary the Curioſity of Saint Fal had induced him 


to take them, he would only thereby have found, that 
J had Gratitude and Honour, without any tenderer 
Sentiments, than what were conſiſtent with the moſt. 
inviolable Affection for his amiable Couſin ; therefore 
Which ever of them, or both, had ſeen what I wrote at 
a Time when it could not be ſuppoſed, I had the Power 
of diſquiſing my real Thoughts, or any further Intereſt | 

- WM doing ſo, could not but enhance the regard that each 
were already poſſeſt of in my Favour. | 
J had not the Pleaſure, however, of having 1 my Cu- 
riofity ſatisfied ; the next Morning I received a Letter : 
from che Marquis containing, as follows : 


To. my Souls everlaſting Comott: the 
dear, the faithful, and moſt adorable 


Yeanetta. 


F< ESSANT Diſappointments are ſure a Lover's 
Portion, I flattered myſelf with paſſing this Day, and 


many ſucceeding ones with my Charmer, uninterrupted 


by any Fears; but I hade now the Mortification to tell ber, 
that the Commands of the Marquis de L— 

oblige me to attend him to Paris, where I muſt flay at 
leaſt the remainder of this Nee. -] obey with the 
liess Reluctance, as I have ſome Affairs to diſpatch there, 
ewhtch the Accompl ſoment of, will be e to her who . 


You. II. e Ws takes 
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takes up all my Thoughts be not therefore impatient 
for my Return————be aſſured that in Abſence you are 


ever preſent to my Mind, and that even $ leep takes you not 


a Moment from me I have many Things to ſay, but 
hawe not Time for any more than to conjure you to depend 


entirely on the Love and Honour ꝙ him who 7 never can be 
but iu all E vente, 


Ny deareft IRAN ET TA, 
Dur moſt truly devoted and 
. paſſionate beg 


11 TIE be allah to go about Li any „ Deſerip- 


tion of the Satisfaction this Letter gave me, I ſhall only 
ſay it well attoned for this enforced Abſence, and filled 


me with ſo many delightful Contemplations, that to 


Indulge them, I refolved to ſhut myſelf up in my Apart- 


ment, till the dear Author of them ſhould return. But 


this was but the determination of an Hour, I could not 


refuſe ſeeing the Count de Saint Fal, I owed too much to 
his Friendſhip and Generofity to deny him the only 
Reward he propoſed for all his Civilities, that of ſeeing 


and converſing with me, ſo e the Orders 1 had 
given. 
2 Madam de 8 who was now boah into 

Reaſon, by the Remonſtrances of her Huſband, would 
ſcarce keep an Hour out of my Apartment, endeavouring 
to make me forget her late Behaviour by an Exceſs f 
Civility, which ſhe ſometimes thought to heighten b 
the moſt fulſome Flattery 


Diſpoſition inclined to Gaiety, ſhe propoled my mak- 


ing one in a Party of Pleaſure ; the told me one of Mon- 
ſieur de Gennewal's Friends, belonging to the Board of 
Morks, had promiſed him a fine Barge, in which we 


were to go up the River Seine. When ſhe made this 


Invitation the Count de Saint Fal was preſent, and offer d 

to accompany us, ſo that I was too earneſtly preſſed to 

take the Air! in this 8 manner to . even had 
| my 


-as ſhe perceived my 
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my Inelinations been averſe, which wich my uſual 


Sincerity I confeſs were far from being ſo. 


Nothing could be more delightful than this little 
Voyage, Monſieur de Saint Fal ſhewed us the Menagery, 


Marly, and Meudon, and I found ſo much to admire in 


theſe Palaces, that I grew extremely impatient to ſee 
Verſailles, and indeed a Perſon of leſs Curioſity than 


myſelf might well have been deſirous of viewing the 
inſide of a Place, whoſe exterior Beautizs had ſo much 
charmed me. bs | 5 


After this we went into the Park, where were a great 
Number of Nobility waiting to fee the King, who that 
Day happened to come pretty late; at length his Majeſty 
appeared, and by his Preſence gave a new Luftre to all 
_ the illuſtrious Aſſembly. Madam de Genneval made me 
turn my Eyes on a very graceful Perſon, who had his 


continually fixed on me, and who ſhe told me was the 


very Duke who on the Day of my Arrival had deſired 
leave to viſit me. This gave me ſome Apprehenſions; I 
deſired not his Acquaintance, and the Probability there 
was, that he would join Company with us: to gain an 
Opportunity of ſpeaking to me, made me propoſe going 
home much ſooner than I ſhould otherwiſe have done; 
my Deſires were too much a Law to thoſe I was among 
not to be immediately complied with, and we quitted the 


Place. c 


I muſt own I was glad to find myſelfagain in my own 
Apartment, without being accoſted by a Perſon, whoſe 


Character and Quality might have brought me into Ad- 


#3} ventures, not to the Advantage of my Reputation, 

= which together with the freſh Air, gave me ſo good an 
Appetite, that I fat down to a little Repaſt I had ordered 

to be prepared againſt our return, and entertain'd my 
Gueſts, which conſiſted of the Count, Monſieur, and 

Madam de Genneval, with as much Chearfulneſs, as thu? 
1 had no Lover's Abſence to lament, no incenſed great 


Man in ſearch of me, no Parents who gave me over for 


_ Joſt; in fine, as if I had nothing at Heart but how to 
3} divert myſelf, and make my Moments agreeable. Sar: 
3 Fal was perfectly tranſported to ſee me in ſo gay a 


HT Humdur, 
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Humour, and ſeemed very loth to depart ; but it growing 


late, and perceiving Monſieur de Gennewal and his Wie | 


were preparing to take their leaves, he did ſo too, not 
to injure Decorum, nor give any one the Liberty of 
Cenſure; and indeed 1 muſt do him the juſtice to ac- 
knowledge, never Lover behaved with more Reſpect to 


a Miſtreſs, as much above him in point of Rank and 


Fortune, as J was in reality his inferior in both, 


The next Day the ſame good Humour remained with 


me, a perfect Indolence, or rather a Forgetfulneſs of all 


that ought to give me Pain poſſeſt me, and even Hopes 


and Fears ſubſided. How eaſily, Alas! are we enchanted 


with a Life of Pleaſure! Madam de Gennewval came into 


me to pay her Compliments, and my Tirewoman, whom 
J had ordered to attend me, cut my Hair, I all the time 
looking in the Glaſs I fancied I looked extremely 


amiable, and being dreſt went into my great Room, which 


_ affording me a fuller Proſpect of myſelf, I could not help 
thinking that ſuch a Form as mine might very well be- 
come a Title, and that no body could blame the Mar- 
quis for being deſirous to beſtow upon me that which he 


was born to. I hope my Reader will pardon this Vanity 
in me, which I ſo freely confeſs, and which has colt me 


much pains to humble. 


After Breakfaſt Madam 4 Crinewat aſked if I wild 
accompany her to ſee the King at Maſs; and I readily 


accepted the Propoſal, having as I ſaid before a great 
defire to be a Witneſs of the interior Ornaments of a 


Structure ſo 3 3 beſides, as I believed the old 
and his Son were both of 


Marquis 4e . 


them at Paris, I ran no great hazard of 9220 ſeen by 
any body who knew me. 


As ſhe told me it was Time to go, 1 11800 no heſita- 
tion, but followed where ſhe led; we paſs'd by the 
Apartments of the Comptroller of the Houſehould, and 
through the little Galleries which lead to the Caſtle. 
I was ſurprized to find we met with very few People, 


end could not help expreſſing what I thought on this 


Ocrcaſion to Madam de Genneval————O, faid ſhe. 
Ve are not come yet to the Court, your Ladyſhip will 
9.2 ſoon | 
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ſoon find yourſelf amidſt a number of Admirers; for all 
our young Nobility are ſo of every new Face; this 
baought to my mind the Story ſhe had told me of the beau- 
tiful Lyoneſe, who at her firſt coming to Verſailles had been 
ſo much followed, and afterwards as much neglected; 
but I regarded not the little Envy of this Woman, nor 
had much time to reflect upon it, for we preſentiy ar- 
rived at the Prince's Gallery, and thence paſt into the 
Apartments, where I found enough to baniſh all other 
Conſiderations from my Mind -the Magnificence 
of every thing I ſaw. the Height of the Building, 
the long and ſpacious Viſta's which opened themſelves 


to my View which way ſoever I turned my Eyes, and 


vaſt Concourſe of People, put me into ſuch a Conſterna- 
tion, that had not Monſieur de Genneval, wholuckily for 
me happened to be there, and offered me his Hand to 
bvonduct me the way I was to 80, 1 ſhould have ran I 
| know not where. | 
Madam De Genneval perceived the Confalion I was in, 
and could not forbear laughing, had it not been for 
her Huſband, who reminded her ſhe was not now at- 
Home, I believe ſhe would have rallied me loud enough 
to have been heard by the Courtiers, who indeed cook. 
ſufficient Notice of us without; but I ſoon had an Op- 
portunity of laughing at her in my turn, and if I had. 
been as malicious as herſelf, did not want ſufficient to- 
mortify that, Vanity which ſhe ſuffered ſometimes o 
| ſurmount her Good-nature. 
I have already ſaid ſhe pr -etended to be well knqwng 
5 and have a great deal of Intereſt at Court, an Occaſion 
now / ſhew'd how much ſhe deceived others, and perhaps 
alſo herſelf in this Point, by ſay ing it ſo often. As, We 
were walking, the Doors flew open, and the King apy 
peared with the Cardinal going to Maſs—— every Body 
followed, and we among the reſ.— Ma lam De Gennewal, 
with an Air of Familiarity, and an Aſſurance of being | 
admitted, ſcratch'd at the Chappel- Door, which a Cen- 
tinel immediately open'd half way, and ſaid there was 
ng. Room She told him her Name, and infilted _ 
on a right of Entrance; but he clapt the Door upon her 


ſtand the whole Time | 
deed, but ſhe would not accept it, telling me that People 
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as a Perſon of no Conſequence She was ready to 
burſt with Spite, and ventured to ſcratch again, but he 


| ery'dT have already told you, Madam, you can't come 


in pray do not be troubleſome with theſe 
Words he was going to ſhut the Door again, when I ad- 


vanced; and whatever was the meaning, I know not, but 


he ſtretch'd out his Hand, and at the ſame Timecryed to 


her, pray, Madam, make Room—0n this I came nearer, 
and he let me in with a low Bow, and the poor mortified 
Woman, was obliged to ſay ſhe belong'd to me, in order 


to get Admittance : But this was not the only Vexation 


the endured——— there was but one Place left upon the 


Forms, which was given to me, and ſhe was oblig'd to 
[ offer'd her my Place, in- 


uled no Ceremony in the King's Preſence. 
During the Time of divine Service, I caſt my Eyes 


about, and was charm'd to behold with what Piety the 

| Nobility in general attended the Prayers no Whiſ⸗ 

pering no ridiculous Civilities to each other 

each ſeem'd collected in himſelf, and wholly taken up 

with heavenly Ideas, but I have ſince found, that all this 
was but in imitation of their royal Maſter, who was no 
leſs diſtinguiſhable by the Fervency of his Devotion, 


than by that Air of Greatneſs, which is inſeparable from. 
Maſs being over, T was ſo taken up with admiring the 
many curious Objects, that preſented themſelves to me in 


this fine Chappel, that I believe I ſhould have remain d = F 
there *'till every body was gone out, if a Hand taking 


hold of mine, had not reminded me it was time to go out 
| I thought it was Madam De Gerneval, and an- 
ſwered without turning about, when preſently ſhe gave 
me a Pull by the Sleeve, and faid———— Madam, I 


£ beg your Ladyſhip will reply to my Lord Marquis 
| theſe Words made me indeed recover from my Reſvery 


of Admiration, and I immediately ſaw it was the Fa- 
ther of my Lover, who was ſtanding cloſe to me—— 

never ſhall I forget the Confuſion of this Moment 
to find the Perſon I had ſo much Cauſe to dread, and out 
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=P believed at Furie, was ſtill at Y erſaillss, and ſo near 


me, gave a univerſal 'Trembling to my whole Frame, and 


I was once or twice ready to ſink. 


Fortune, Madam, ſaid he, more favourable than you 
tomy Wiſhes, has once more brought me to the Sight of 


2 Lady, whoſe Charms are too deeply engraven in my 
Mind, not to be eaftly recollected; and tho' you were 
_ cruel enough, to diſappoint the Endeavours, I would have 


made to render myſelf worthy of your Acquaintance, 


when I ſaw you before, it ſhall not now be in your 
power, to hinder me from n doing you all the Services 00 


Merit demands. | 
As much as J ſtrove to conceal the Trouble I was in, | 


the ſecret Emotions of my Soul could not eſcape his Pene- 
tration 


_ cried 'I4Y is my Preſence always to give you Pain 
for Heaven's ſake, inform me what private Reaſons oc- 


what is the meaning of all this, Madam? 


caſion my being ſo unfortunate. In ſpeaking this he 


| look'd me full in the Face, as tho' he expected a ſincerer 
Anſwer from my Eyes than Tongue. I was ſo confounded 
that I knew not what I ſhould have ſaid, but Madam 
De Genneval whoſe talkative Humour was at this Time 
of Service to me, prevented my replying, by ſaying, O! 


her Ladyſhip can have no Reaſons for avoiding ſuch a 
Perſon as the Marquis De L—YV———, any Woman 


would think it an Honour to be taken Notice of by ſo 


: mg a Nobleman. 1 am infinitely obliged to you, Ma- 


am, anſwered he, and ſhall be yet more ſo, if you can 


prevail on this beautiful Creature to think as you do. 


In this Inſtant a Perſon who ſeem'd to be of great Diſ- 


. alien. by the Reſpe& every one paid him as he paſs'd, 
came up, and whiſper'd ſomething to the Marquis, 


on which. he left us with a low Bow, and Lond cage | 


the Courtier. 


Every one may imagine how glad I was to he eas 'd of 


his Preſence, though I had no room to hope where I 


lived would now be a Secret to him; I preſently caſt 


about in my Mind for Means of eſcaping, and knew 


very well the Count would aſſiſt me in it, as ſoon as he 


ſhould be told of this Adventure. I was ſtrangely ſur- 
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priz d alſo, when I reflected on the the young Marquis's 
Letter; and as I found the Journey to Paris had been put 
off, had a right to be alarm'd at his not having acquainted 


me with the Motive, either by Viſit or Meſſage.—I was 
ſo bury'd in theſe Contemplations, that inſtead of turn- 
ing towards Home, as I left the Chappel, I wander'd 
back toward the Royal Apartments; and know not how 
far my unwary Feet might have tranſgreſs'd, if Madam 
De Gennewal, who as I found afterward, had been all this 


time talking to me, without my obſerving her, had not 
taken me by the Arm, and afk'd me if I intended to ſtay 
all Day at Court. On this I perceived the Error, which 


my hurry of Spirits had made me guilty of ; and having 


turn'd back was amazed to find, what a Progreſs I had 


made through the Apartments. I now follow'd 


ner with as much haſte as I could, and finding Chairs at 


the Bottom of the Stairs, threw myſelf into one, and 
directed where to be carry'd ; as they were moving me 


off, 1 heard a Voice cry out, run———run——and beg 


her to ſtay ; Madam De Genneval, who heard it as well 
as I, ſtopp'd the Cbair, and told me the ſame Noble- 
man, who had accoſted me with ſo much Civility in the 
Chappel, was coming down the great Stairs, and deſired 
to ſpeak with me. — What will now become of 
_mef————all my Fears redoubled————1 doubted 
not but I was diſcover'd, or at leaſt ſtrongly ſuſpected 
for the Perſon I really was.——T had not power to ſpeak, 
even to invoke Heaven's Aſſiſtance, in fo perilous a_ 


Juncture. In the midſt of my Terrors, the old 


Marquis came to the fide of the Chair; I muſt not ſuf- 
fer you, Madam, ſaid he, without taking Notice of 


my Confuſion, to make uſe of that Chair :— Mine 
is here, and will better become you. He ended theſe 
Words with taking hold of my Hand in order to oblige 
me to remove; I might have made ſome Excuſes, but 
all my Preſence of Mind forſook me, and I made the 
Exchange without being able to utter one Word. And 
he continued, you will now, Madam, go Home with 
more Eaſe, and after Dinner I will beg leave to viſit 
I refle& with Pleaſure on the happy Mo- 


you; 
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and I hope you are ſtill in the ſame Mind. 
have made him think I was very ill bred, had he not 
had ſecret Reaſons not to be aſtoniſh'd at it 
à great deal of Difficulty, however, and a faultring 
Voice, I at laſt forced myſelf to thank him for his Ci- 


nour'd with his Viſit. 


putting out my Head and looking back, I perceived he 


all the Reaſon in the World to believe, from the Humour 
of this Woman, that ſhe would mention the Count De 
Saint Fal, as the Perſon who took the Lodgings for me; 
and the young Marquis, which if he were not already- 
ſo; theſe dreadful Ideas accompanied me Home, 


the Count or Marquis there at my Return, but was told 


my dear unfortunate Friend Saint Agnes. 
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ments I paſt, when J had the good Fortune to meet you 
on the Road, and have ever fince languiſt'd for a Repe- 
tition of them you were then pleas'd to expreſs 
no Diſlike to the Converſation of Perſons of my Age, 


Doubtleſs the manner in which I now behav'd, would 


with 


vilities, and to tell him that I ſhould think- myſelf ho- 
The Chair moved off as I had ſpoke ; 3 but afterwards | 


was talking with Madam De Genneval, and that they 
ſeem'd very earneſt in Diſcourſe; if any thing could have 
added to my former Shock this certainly would ; for I had 


and alſo the Encounter which had been between him 
convinced I was Jeanetta, would infallibly make him 
and I would have given the World, to have found either 


neither of them had been to aſk for me; but in ſpite of 
this vexatious Accident, and the Cares which ſutrounded 
me, I found ſome Satisfaction in receiving a Letter from 
I broke 
it open with an Impatience anſwerable to the Love I 
had _ Fw, and read theſe Lines: | 
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To my faithfully beloved, and faithfully 
loving Friend, the beautiful Teanetta. 


Dear and amiable Companion, 
17 Newer valued myſelf ſo much on any Thing, as the Choice 
# T7 made of you to be the Partner of my boſom Secrets 
I thought from the firſt Moment I jaw you, that you 
were of a Soul wholly compoſed of Generoſity, but I have 
the happy Experience that what I felt for you was not a 
partial Liking, but the reſult of a true Diſcernment——— 
| How unhappy ſhould I have been had I found myſelf de- 
ceived! And how tranſported am I to be aſcertained of 
_ the contrary———Yes, my dear Jeanetta, I am no leſs 


| pleaſed with your Sincerity, than I am with the Effects of 
1 1. —bbe lovely Lindamine gave me the Proofs of your 
1 continued Friendſhip, the very Day ſbe arrived, and 1 
ET be Cntore, of by dike Byard 
v1 | your kind Endeawours have kad the wiſhed Succeſy———_ 
© | my Letters reached the Hand of Melicourt, and I haue 
1 received an Anſwer from him, that he will be qvith me 


wery ſhortly, to convince me that his Affection is unalterable 
——1 ſhould have wrote to inform you of this, the very 


| b j Moment 1 knew it myſelf, but till I had the favour of 
| ours, I wwas ignorant how to direct you As ſoon as 


Melicourt arrives 1 ſhall tell him to whom, and by what 
means I had the Opportunity of acquainting him his faith- 
ful Wife was fill in being, and that 1 am certain will 
readily induce him to wait on you at Verſailles, and give 
you all the Particulars of what wwe have to hope or fear; 
for, my dear Jeannetta, my Fate is yet in the Balance. 
How it will be determined Heaven only knows ————but 
this one Thing J am certain of, that if I am condemned to 
end my Days in a Convent they will be but few» — 
| Swweeten therefore the bitter Moments of Anxiety by hour 
endearing Letters, I beſeech you-——You, alas ] know but 
too well the Diſtractions of & uſgenſe, not to pity mine, 
and afford me all the Conſolation in your Power, while 
EO: VV 


they can to diſſibate her Melancholly, tho after all I find 


| fare never Woman was poſſefi of more 


tion 


better ſatisfied with a Faſt Day, than ſome of us are with 


RNaptures with her Virtue, a convincing Proof of which 


fem, on her to return into the World. 


E. xeuſe among thoſe of us awho have not forgot to love, 
but the others were ſo much incenſed, that had he not re. 
tired on the Remonſtrances of a neighbouring Convent, 
whoſe Superior is ſome away allied to him, I know „ 
what Complaints might not -hawe been made againſt him 


greatly affected the fair Cauſe of it ; but by her admirable 
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bbc: terrible Situation continues. Lindamine, whom I 
have now made acquainted with your Hiſtery, and who 
has the greateſt Tenderneſs for you, defires the ſame Favour, 
her Treatment here is ſuch as her Merit demands 
from all who know her, and every Body contributes all 


ſhe receives the moſt Conſolation in her own Piety, and 
Acts of Dewo- 
—ray of Mortification, I mean what to others 
ol be fo, are to her a Pleaſure——and ſhe ſeems 


42 Feſtival — In fine, the whole Convent are in 


foe has given in reſiſting a beloved Lover, ſuch as 


Bellizay. By ſome means he found out her Retreat, and 
committed numberleſs E xtravagancies evith the hope of 


Te Ralhneſs of his ungoverned Paſſion found fome 5 


in the Ecclgfaſtic Courts. His Deſpair was ſuch as 
Senſe and Reſolution, for ſurmounted this ſevereſt Trial 


our Sex can undergo— Would I were capable of imi- 
latin her Example -but tis in vain to attempt it. 
Adieu, my F tray Jeanetta, I expect to hear 
from you with an Impatience, which can be equalled by no- 
thing but the Aﬀedtion that occaſians it, and which æviil 
never grow cooler, while there is vital Heat in the 


Me of her, wh 16, 


With the mf veces Sincerity and Zeal, 


| Sqveet Rin 
Tur devoted Friend, 
SAINT AGNBES- 
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P. 8. If you an bind me rigors more than I am 
already, omit not giving me an exa& Account of every parti- 
cular relating to your Afﬀairs ; as, I truſt in Heaven, Me- 
licourt, will Hort ao Ll mine to you Once more fare- 
bell. CENT: 8 


I read this Letter over and over with a ſatisfaction 
which only a true Friendſhip is capable of inſpiring— 
It was indeed ſo great, that while thus employed, | felt 
not my own Cares, and for a time ſorgot the Dangers 
IT was in my Apprel enſions might perhaps have 
had a longer Truce, but for Madam de Genneval, who 
came in and revived them all. | 
How reſerved you were, faid ſhe, not toown you 

had any Acquaintance with the Marquis e L——/ 


it ſeems he knows you very well. He may do ſo, 


anſwered I, diſſembling my Confuſion, but then his 
Lordſhip has the Advantage of me, for till you told 
me | was ignorant of his Name. How, reſumed ſhe, 
with an Air of Surprize, did he not meet you at a Village 
as you were proſecuting your Journey to Yer ſailles. 
Ves, faid I, perceiving he had acquainted her with this 
Particular; but he might have told you that it was but 
by Accident, and that we ſaw each other but for a ſnort 
time. Ah, Madam, reſumed ſhe, he ſaid that to avoid bis 
Inquiries you quitted the Inn before Day-break 
ſo his Curioſity remaining unſatisfied, I ſuppoſe occa- 
ſioned his aſking me a great many Queſtions— 
but really, Madam, purſued ſhe, your Ladyſhip has 
been ſo very reſerved to me, that I was able to give but 
an imperfe& Account of any thing relating to you, and 
was obliged to content myſelf with aſſuring him, that lie 
had no Reaſon to doubt of being informed of FR he de- 
fired to know from yourſelf. 
My Aunt Barbara was then frving up Dinner ; ; 
which broke off a Converſation wholly diſagreeable to 
me, Madam de Genneval retired and I ſat down to Table, 
tho' any one may believe with little inclination to eat— 
Never was Diſtraction of Mind greater than mine was 
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at. this Time | 
ſelf, am en e am Miſtreſs of my own Table; but 
Heaven only knows in what manner I may be ſerved to- 
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I am now at Liberty, ſaid I to my-- 


morrow, or where diſpoſed ;—perhaps inſulted, upbraided-. 


both for what I am; and what I am not guilty of, by the 
inexorable old Marquis, who now but counterfeits a Com- 
plaiſance to make the Indignities he deſigns to offer me 


more grievous O, where is his Son ?—————ſhall I 


never fee him more What can have kindred him 
from letting me know the Journey to Paris was put off, 


and where Saint Fal; am I abandoned both by 

Friend and Lover, at a Time when more than ever L. ; 

ſtand in need of their Advice and Aſſi ſtance? | 
Theſe terrible Reflections kept me from knowing even 


that I was at Table; but my poor Barbara with a great. 
deal of Tenderneſs, and as much good Manners as ſhe-- 
was Miſtreſs of, reminded me, and begg d I would at 
leaſt taſte of what ſhe had provided 
her Importunities I forced myſelf to ſwallow ſomething, 
and telling her I ſhould perhaps have a better Appetite 
at Night, ſhe took away the Cloath, and I withdrew. 
to my Cloſet, and ſhut myſelf in, that 1 —— give myſelf 
up to Tears and -Complaminge. - 


to get rid of 
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Readers, but will allow I had ſuffi- 


they whoſe Misfortunes happen in 


> 3 BELIEVE there are none of my 


cient Cauſe for Apprehenſions, yet - 
after ** given Vent to my Sor- 
rows, I did not, however, give my- 
ſelf over for loſt. — Happy are 


VIRTUOUS VILLAGE R,. 


their Youth, - when Nature is in perfect Vigour, it 
throws off all Ills. as well of Mind as Body, without 


any other Aſſiſtance than its own; and if a ſmall 
thing depreſſes for a Moment, a ſmaller yet elates.— 
IJ am very certain that now, though I am not old, 1 

could not ſeel the Weight of any one of the _— 


? 


retard his Viſit till pretty late at Night. Pe 
After fixing on this, I was not long in putting it in 
Execution, my time would not permit me to write 
much, but what I ſaid was to the Purpoſe ; but having 
finiſn'd my Letter, a new Difficulty ſtarted up, which 
was how to get it deliver'd ; Barbara I knew was faith- 
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les Vexations, which are the Subject of theſe Memoirs, 
without ſinking under it. But to return Y 
I began now to flatter myſelf, that my Fears had 
painted the Danger of the old Marquis's Acquaintance 


. with me, in. Colours ſtronger than the reality— 


reflected that he could not be certain, I was that 
Feanetta whom he ſo much hated; that at the. worſt he 


could but have entertain'd a bare Suſpicion of it; and 


that the beſt Step I could take in ſo nice a ſuncture, 
was to behave in a Manner which ſhould take away all 
Probability, I was the Perſon he was in ſearch of. 
While this dwelt in my Thoughts, I endeavour'd to 


_ aſſume a Serenity of Countenance, that I might receive 
him when he came with a Politeneſs and Chearfulneſs, . 
that ſhould appear wholly unconcern'd; I was juſt about 


ſettling myſelf to act this Part, when it came into my. 


Head; that there was a Poſſibility his Son might come 
While he was with me, and that to ſee him there, . 
would infallibly confirm his Suſpicions. This Conſide- 


rations brought back all the Anxieties I had fo lately 


baniſh'd, and the Terrors of ſuch a Meeting, put me 
a pon contriving Means to prevent it————all that! 
could think. on was to write immediately to the young 


Marquis, acquaint him with what had happened to me, 


and deſire him, if he deſign'd to ſee me that Day, to 


ful, but then I ſhould run no leſs Hazard by her Sim- 


fy plicity than I ſhould have done by the Treachery of 


another, ſo reſoly'd to truſt no-body to be the Meſſen- 
ger but myſelf. 1 5 F 


I therefore order'd a Chair, but having never heard 


where] my dear Marquis lodg'd, I aſk'd the Men, if 
they knew the Marquis De L———Z/——— , who told 
me they did, and would carry me thither. I bid them 


{top at the Door, and ſent in him that ſeemed the moſt 
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proper of the two to deliver a Meſſage, with my Letter, 
ſtrictly charging him to give it into his own Hand; but 


the Agitation I was in, made me forget the moſt impor- 


tant Precaution, nor had I time to reflect I had done 


amils, before the Fellow return'd, and told me, that my 


Lord Marquis was at Table; but one of his Men was gone 


in to acquaint him. As I had no Deſign of ſpeaking to 
him in ſo publick a Place, where IJ ſaw Servants con- 
tinually hurrying backward and forward, I bid the 
Chairman go in again, and ſend my Letter up, and 


then return and carry me Home. ————.He was juſt' 


©. 


going to obey me when I ſaw Dubois, on which I 
- Inatch'd it out of his Hand, and call'd that Valet to 
me. Never was any Surprize equal to his, at the Sight 
of me.——He look'd ſtedfaſtly on me for ſome” 
Moments without being able to ſpeak, and I believe the 
great difference of my Dreſs, from that I wore when he 


laſt ſaw me, join'd to meeting me in a Place, where of 


My ſpeaking a ſecond time, however, aſſured him of 
the Truth, and as I held the Letter to him, Ah, Ma- 
dam! cry'd he, what is the meaning of this ? 
what Dangers do you expoſe yourſelf——chow hap- 


all the World he could leaſt have expected I ſhould 


come, made him at firſt a little doubtful if it were me, 
or ſome one wlio reſembled me that called to him. 


— 


— 0 


» 


pens it that you thus run an your DeftruCtion ? 


My Maſter is at Paris, and if it be him you want, as“ 


without all Queſtion it is, ſome Accident or other has de- 


ceiv'd you the old Marquis lodges here; and all 


is diſcover'd if you appear. O Heaven! ſaid J, what 
is it I hear- —you may be certain, indeed, that I: 


never deſign'd my Letter for him. Fly then immedi- : 
ately, reſumed he, for my old Maſter will be here this-- 


Minute———he has been told a handſome © Lady waits 


for him, and he has too much Complaiſance for all who 


are ſo, to make you ſtay long I tremble for fear. 
he ſhould come before you are gone.  _ 


On this I called out to be carry'd Home, but wu of 


the Chairman, imagining I ſhould ſtay, was out of the 


way; the Terror 1. was in, made me order the other 
| tapped Bcc 
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do open the Door, chuſing rather to walk to my Lodg- 
| ing, than be catch'd in this Viſit by the Marquis; but 
| the Fellow, rather than loſe his Fare, would needs ran 
and ſearch for his Partner, ſo that his Obſtinacy took 
from me the power of making my Eſcape ; Dubois be. 
ing called away as ſoon as he done ſpeaking to me. 
In fine, my Lord Marquis accompanied by the Duke 
De „the ſame who had been to viſit me, and 
was refuſed by Madam De Geneval, and ſeveral other 
Noblemen, came into the Hall, and my Chairmen be- 
ing order'd to carry me in, I was compell'd to intro- 
duce myſelf to all this Company. The Marquis no 
| | ſooner ſaw me, than with an Air of Satisfaction N 
good God! Madam! cry'd he, why have you done me 
the Honour to prevent a Viſit J ought to have made be- 
fore, and which nothing but the good Company you — 
here could have retarded: As he ſpoke theſe Words he 
took me out of the Chair, and I ſuffered him to lead 
me up Stairs with a Conſternation, which it is utterl7 
impofſſible to expreſs. 
When I reflected on what the Marquis a think, - 
to find a Woman who had taken ſo much Pains to fly 
from him on the Road, and who had betrayed fo viſible 
a Confuſion at ſeeing him in the Morning, now come. 
to ſeek him in his own Houſe, and teſtify) an Impa- 
tience at meeting him again, J was ready to ſink 
every Step without doubt, thought I, if he does 
not know me fer Feanetta, and by that Knowledge 
penetrate into the Cauſe of my being here; he muſt 
look upon me as a very bold and alſo ignorant Creature, 
and, indeed, in ſpite of the Apprehenſions I was in 
on his Account, I had ſuch a Reſpe& for him, that to 
ſuffer in his Opinion was almoſt as dreadful to me, as 
; al that could have happened on my Diſcovery. 
4s we paſsd through a Gallery that led to the Mar- 
quis's Drawing-Room ;. Dubois placed himſelf in my 
way, and put his Finger on his Mouth as a Signal to 
me, that whatever Queſtions I ſhould be aſk'd to con- 
fels nothing: And I think this Valet's Caution inſpired me. 
both with Prudence and Aſſurance; for by the time we 
were 
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were got into Room, I had recollected how to behave, 
and ſo well diſſembled the ſecret Confuſion I was in, 


that I believe it was not at all viſible in my Countenance. 
As ſoon as we were ſeated, if I had known who you 


| were, my Lord, faid I, addreſſing myſelf to the Father 


of my Lover, I ſhould not have omitted waiting on 


you the Moment I arrived at Verſailles, with my grate- 
ful Acknowledgments,. for the kind Concern you were 
Pleaſed to expreſs for my Illneſs, when Chance gave me 


the Honour of meeting your Lordſhip at the Village. 
O]! Madam ! reply'd he, when Beauty and Merit ſuch 


as yours ſuffers, it becomes a general Concern, and I 
am very certain no Man in my Place, but muſt have 

been ſenſibly touch'd at your Indiſpoſition ; all that I can 

ay is, that none could be more ſo than myſelf, though- 
in ſome, perhaps, it might ariſe from different Motives. 

I was then at a Loſs to comprehend the meaning of 
theſe laſt Words, though afterwards I found the nig: 
ma ſolv'd in a manner, which at that Time was far from: 


my Imagination. 


All the Company added to the Compliments made 5 
me by the Marquis, and I was praiſed in a Faſhion ſo 
flattering to my Vanity, that all the Trouble of Mind: 


J was ſo lately in, vaniſh'd by Degrees, and I fat with 


all the Indolence and Unconcern of a Perſon who had 


nothing to think. on, . but how to make herſelf admired. 


nn fine, I appear'd ſo gay, ſo chearful, and an- 


ſwer'd the polite things ſaid to me, in ſo eaſy and- un- 


affected a manner, as charm'd the whole Aſſembly. The 
Duke De-———aſked me if it were in his power to be 


any way ſerviceable to me at Court; on which I an- 


ſwer'd according to the Story Saint Fal had framed for 

me, that I did not doubt but I ſhould have Occaſion for 

Advocates in the Affair which brought me to Verſailles. 

5 I told him, that my deceas'd Huſband had ſpent 

a handſome Fortune in the Service of his Country; and 
that I had ſome hope of being thought worthy of a Pen- 

ſion ſufficient: to ſupport me in a Monaſtery, . where 1 

deſign'd to paſs the Remainder of my Days. I had no 


ſooner mention d a. Monaſtery, . than the old Marquis 


. 
ö 
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and all preſent exclaim'd againſt my taking ſuch a Re-- 
ſolution. — Every one offer d me his Intereſt for the 
Succeſs of my Suit; but faid it ſhould be on Condition I 
would baniſh all Thoughts of ſhutting myſelf up; and: 
each ſeem'd to vie with the other, which ſhould ſay. the 
fineſt things to me on this Occaſion : Indeed, for a young 
| Perſon, born as I was, to be treated in this Faſhion, by 
Perſons who next to the Princes of the Blood Royal, 
were of the greateſt Quality in the Kingdom, was al- 
moſt enough to make the Brain grow giddy. It was 
happy for me, that none of them thought of aſking in 
what Regiment ray Huſband had. been; for had that 
Queſtion been put to me, I ſhould have been extremely 
at a Loſs what to have ſaid, the Count De Saint Fal, 
} not thinking of my ever being in ſuch a puzzling Cir- 
| cumſtance, having forgot to give me any Inſtructions on- 
that Article; but this not happening, I came off very 
well in a Converſation, which it was a thouſand to one 
had not involy'd me in the greateſt Confuſion. 
Aſter about an Hour's ſtay, I roſe in order to take 
my leave; but the Marquis oblig'd me to fit down a- 
gain, telling me he could not reſolve to loſe me ſo ſoon, 
and that he had ſomething to propoſe to me, which 1 
muſt not refuſe to grant him. There is a Play to- 
night, Madam, faid he, which, perhaps, you have 
not ſeen : It is called higenia, and is a Piece much ce- 
lebrated: As it pleaſes all the World, I doubt not but it 
will be an agreeable Amuſement to you, ſo beg you will 
favour us with your Company, as we all intend to go. 
1 endeavour'd to excuſe myſelf as being a Widow, in. 
which State I ſaid, I look'd upon it as a Breach of De- 
corum to appear at any publick Diverſion ;. but this over 
Nicety as they term'd it, only ſerved to make them 
laugh, they told me that my Dreſs denoted the time al- 
lotted for Mourning was over, and beſides I was not 
| Known, or if I were, we did not live in a Nation ſcru- 
pulous about Trifles: Nay, ſaid a young. Nobleman, as 
you intend to ſollicite the Court for a Penſion it would 
be highly proper you ſhould. be ſeen, that it. my be 
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known how very much you merit all the Favour that 
can be ſhewn you. 


Certainly, added the Duke De — and I wilt 
take upon me to declare even before his Majeſty, that 


a Widow diſtinguiſh'd by ſo many Charms ought not to 
be refuſed .I will become your Solicitor to- 


morrow, added he, and if I do not obtain in three 
Days Time a Grant of your Petition, I will be con- 
tent to ſuffer the greateſt of all Puniſhments, that of BS 


being baniſh'd from your Sight forever. 


This was ſpoke with an Air fo paſſionate and tender, 


as made all the Company immediately give him to me 


for a Lover, and many gay and witty things were _ 
ſaid on the Occaſion ; on which I quitted my Seat a 


ſecond Time, and told them I muſt beg leave to go 


Home ; for it would be highly improper for me to be 


ſeen at the Theatre, without another in Company of 


my own Sex. I foreſaw this Objection, cry'd the Mar- 
quis De L- 


- ſent my Chair for the. Lady you live with, I Eno W- 


V. 


haſtily, and have therefore 


her very well, and that ſhe will be tranſported at the 
Honour of accompanying you————and thus, Ma- 
dam, continued he, re- placing me with great Re- 
ſpect, all the Difficulties you can poſlibly | raiſe are now 
removed. 


How could 1 aber to ſuch polite and b Takes: 


ties, but with Aſſent, and that being granted, there re- 
mains yet one thing to be agreed on, cried the Marquis, 
and that is, who ſhall uſher theſe Ladies to the Play 

I am too far advanc'd in Years to acquit. myſelf of that 

| Piece of Gallantry with any tolerable Addreſs, beſides 
it is the Time of my waiting,. and ſhall be too near the 


King's Perſon to do it. All that were preſent then made 
an Offer of their Service, and ſaid they ſhould think them- 


ſelves highly honour'd to be ſo employ'd ; but the Duke 


De „on Account of his Quality, was the Perſon. 


J. 3 who | 
thank'd him for the Diſtinction, and ſaid he would ſend 


to the Exempt: on Guard, to provide us Places. No, 
replied. the Marquis, your Grace ſhall be ſpared that 
| Trouble 


2 Irgin's Victory. bg 


Trouble———T have here Dubois, the notable Agent of 
my Son's Amours, he ſhall go, as a Perſon very intelligent 


in the Service of the Ladies. Theſe Words, and the 
ironical Tone they were pronounced with, put me into 
ſuch a Confuſion, as I then wonder'd the Speaker did 


not obſerve ; but alas ! he knew better then I did how 


to tiſemble his Thoughts, and ſeem'd not to examine 
me in that Moment. And the other Noblemen doubt- 


leſs attributed my Bluſhes to my Modeſty, and indeed the 


_ Flatteries they beſtowed upon me were ſufficient to coun- 
tenance that Opinion. 
Dubois having been called foe... came into the Room, 
with a certain Timidity in his Air, the Meaning of which 
I could very eafily comprehend : He doubtleſs thought 


the Marquis had diſcovered me, and that he was ſummon'd 
in order to anſwer to what ſhould be afk'd him, con- 


cerning the Intercourſe between his Maſter and I, but 


the Cloud upon his Brow immediately vanifh'd, when he 
the Command given 


found us all in Good-Humour 
him however by the Marquis, of procuring convenient 


Places at the Theatre, ſeem'd to renew his Aftoniſhment, 


and he appear'd ſo ſtupid, that he was oblig'd to repeat 
the Meſſage twice over before he well underſtood- 


to hear indeed that I was going to the Play, on the "4 


vitation of the old Marquis, was indeed matter enough 


for his Surpriſe, and I could not help imiling to year | 


at the Perplexity he was in. 
Madam De Genneval came in that Inſtant, and her 


ſo ſeaſonable Arrival, turning the Eyes of the whole Com- 
pany upon her, prevented any one from taking Notice 


either of Dubois or me. 


+. By what I had ſeen of this Lady, and the Experience 

I had of her Volubility, I imagined ſhe: would now be a 
* great relief to me, in this Converſation : I doubted not 
but ſhe was able to anſwer the whole Company round, 


but how much are we deceiv'd by Appearances, I then | 


firſt found what I have fince a thouſand Times obſerved, 


that thoſe who ſeem to have moſt Wit among People of 


their own Rank, are moſt at a loſs when they come be- 
| fore their Superior 


Never did wy thing appear 
| more 
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more ridiculous than ſhe did, by aiming at ſeeming par- 
ticularly well bred; it might perhaps afford ſome Diver- 


ſion to my Readers, if I made a Deſcription of the Pains 


ſhe took to be thought a fine Lady, but it is a Piece of 
IIl-nature I cannot allow my felf, tho” at the ſame Time 
I find a Temptation to do it. 


The Marquis De L V. 


forming ſome Contrivance with Regard to me, | remem- 


bered what he faid at the Inn, while he believed I was 
in a Swoon, that he had infallible Means of diſcovering 
avho 1 was, and was almoſt certain in my Mind, that 
he had not deceiv'd himſelf with a vain Conjecture; 1 
was the more confirm'd in this Apprehenſion, as he never 
mentioned one Word to me concerning the Diſcourſe we 


then had together, and as I had often been told, he was 


a Man not only of the greateſt Penetration, but Reſer- 
vedneſs alſo, it ſeem'd to me as if he had ſecret Reaſons, 


for acting in the Manner he now did, 


Theſe Conſiderations made me a thouſand Times in 
a Minute repent that I had conſented to go to the Play, 


-the Dangers I ran by it, repreſented themſelves 


| now to me in the moſt glaring Colours -i knew 
not but the young Marquis might even return that very 


Day to Yer/ailles, might come to the Theatre, and if 


ſo, how impoſſible would it be, I thought to myſelf, for 
either of us to contain the ſecret Emotions of our Souls, 
from being ſo far viſible in our Faces, as not to make a 
Diſcovery of the Truth, even tho' it yet remained a 
Myſtery: But the matter was now too far gone, and 


it was impoſſible to avoid whatever Deſtiny attended. 


Dubois being returned, with an Account that the Eæ- 


empt would take care of our Places, the Duke preſented 


me his Hand to lead me down Stairs, the Marquis walk'd 
on the other Side of me, and Madam De Genneval fol- 
| lowed, led by a young Count. You will make a great 


many Conqueſts, to-night, I am ſure, Madam, faid the 


Marquis; 3 but remember, that, tho” a thouſand Soul 


mingled but little 
in the Conſervation the reſt of the + Cope held with 
her, but kept his Eyes fix'd on me, with an Attention 

Which renew'd my Fears, and made me imagine he was 


2 r . „ 
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fall Victims to your Eyes, you are already in Poſſeſſion 
of a Heart, no leſs devoted to your Virtue, than your 
Beauty, and that a conſtant Perſeverance in Love and 
Reſpect can alone merit your Return. 


I am infinitely oblig d to your Lordfhip, anſwered : 


for ſo kind a Caution, but am in little Danger of recei- 
ving any Impreſſions of the ſort you mean. A Time 
will come, reſumed he, or I am much deceived, when 


you will find you have indeed Reaſon to think I am your 


Friend in this Advice; but as to Love, Merit, Conſtancy, 
they are Points on which 1 beg leave to have a little 
Diſcourſe with you after the Play is over. I have much 


to ſay to you on theſe Subjects, and do aſſure you, I have 15 


ſome Uneaſineſſes for you on more than one Account. 


What could I think of this Diſcourſe ? it ſeem'd to 
contain an Enigma, which the more I endeavour'd to pe- 
netrate, grew but the more obſcure————fain would I 
have replyed, but knew not in what Manner, nor durſt 
aſk an 1 E xplanation, for fear of rendring myſelf ſuſpected. 


He ſaid many more things to me, equally ambi- 
guous, but the Duke De who took them all 


as Gallantry, ftill taking up the Word as the other left 
off, ſaved me the Neceſſity of replying. When we 


os reach'd the Hall we found Chairs there ready to receive 
: I was put into that which ſeem'd the gayeſt, and 


which I afterward heard belong'd to the young Marquis, 


and Madam De Gennewal, into that of the old Marquis. 
Soon after we had left the Houſe, Dubois, who had waited 


in the Street for that Purpoſe, came running up to the 


ſide of the Chair, and ſaid to me in a low Voice; for 


Heaven's ſake, Madam, how came you thus to throw 


yourſelf into the Acquaintance of our crafty Lord 
you will ſtand in need of all your Wit to paſs long 
upon him, for what I perceive you pretend to be. I 


then gave him a brief Account of the Accident which 


had occaſion'd it, on which he agreed, that after meetin 


the old Marquis at Maſs, my Behaviour was ee 


enough; and, added, that neither my Lover nor the 
Count De Saint Fal, had any Opportunity of apprizing 
me that the old Marquis did not go to Paris; becaule, 


ſaid 
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aid he, he accompanied them about a ah 1 Ver- 
failles; then ſeem'd on a ſudden to change his Reſolu- 
tion, and came back, leaving Forſan his own Valet 


with his Son, and obliging me to return with him, in 
Order he told me to perform the Office of that Valet; 
and as for my own Part, my Lord having not acquain- 
ted me that you were at Yer /ailles, it was not in my power 


to give you any Intelligence. 


rom hence we both concluded, that the pretended 


Journey and the Return of the old Marquis, together 
with his exchanging Servants with his Son, was all 
done with a View to make ſome Diſcovery concerning me; 


and that For/an being entirely devoted to his Maſter, it 


Was wholly impoſſible, for either my Lover or Saint Fal | 
to write to me, without Danger of being known to do 6 
by that watchful Sp). 85 
Dubois, however, gave me the com ſortable News that 
| he expected both his Maſter and Saint Fal that Evening, 
and I then hoped to be extricated from all the Perplex- 


ities I was now involved in; yet as the Affair was of the 


utmoſt Conſequence to me, I could not help being frighted, _ 
and ſaid to Dubois, that in caſe his Lord ſhould not come 


back, I would have him get me a Poſt-Chaiſe, that [ 


might make my Eſcape from Yer /ailles, the Moment the | 
No, Madam, replied he, be eaſy 

at leaſt till to-morrow ; for I am poſitive the young Mar- 
quis will be here to- night 
cert Meaſures 


Play was done 


and you may then con- 


what you ſay to my old Lord. 

By this Time we were got to the Door of the Theatre, 
where the Duke De———— waited to receive me, and 
as ſoon as I was placed began to entertain me with Diſ- 


| courſes, which at another Time, would have been great= | 
ly flattering to my Vanity: From me he went to Madam 
De Genneval, and paid his Compliments to her in a very | 
reſpectful Manner; he had formerly had ſome Acquain- 


tance with her, and he took this Opportunity of renewing 
it, in hopes through her Means to have the more free 
Acceſs to me, I * taking her to be much more in 


my 


but in the mean Time be cautious 


paſſionate real Woes. 
throw off my Concern, and anſwered with as gay an Ax 


e 
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my Favour than ſhe really was, tho Decency Ain me 


to behave to her with Complaiſance. 
While they were talking together, I had Time to con- 


| fider the Place I was in, and the illuſtrious Company it 


contained, for in ſpite of all the Terrors I was in, I could 


not help being very much taken with Shew and Gran- 
deur; I look'd at the Ladies, examined their Face, 


their Dreſs and Shape, and was not a little mortiſied, to 
find that tho' my Glaſs, as well as the Opinion of all 


that had ſeen me, had inform'd me my Beauty could not 
well be excelled, yet there was an Eaſe, an undeſcribable 


ſomewhat, in the Air of theſe Court Ladies, that gave 
them Charms infinitely more ſtriking than Com plection, 


or Regularity of Feature indeed my Vanity 


S 
wanted this Humiliation, and as I knew it a Fault in me, 


was not ſorry, when I came to conſider, for its Correction. 
The Preſence of the King, who came that inſtant in, 


broke of theſe Reflections, and the Play beginning at the 
fame Time, took up all my Attention. As I had never 
ſeen any Repreſentation of this Kind, it had the more 
Effect upon me: The Diſtreſs of [phizenia melted me in- 
to Tears, and where the Lover complain'd, the Idea of 

the Marquis came into my Mind, and I thought there 

was a kind of Parallel between the Thoughts of the. 
_ kEitious Hero of the Drama, and him who was the So- 
vereign of my Heart. The Duke could not help ſmi- 
lung to ſee how much I was affected, and after telling me 


he was pleaſed to find I had a Soul ſuſceptible of 'Tender- 


neſs; How happy, ſaid he, would be the Fate of a Lover, 
who could draw ſuch precious Tears! theſe Words made 
me a little aſhamed of the Softneſs I had ſhewn, tho I 
ought not to have been ſo ; for I think thoſe who are not 


touch'd at a well wrought Fable, will not greatly com- 
-I endeavoured however to 


as I could poſſibly aſſume ; whenever, ſaid ] your Grace 


becomes enamoured, in my Opinion, yau will deſerve 
little Pity, who are ſo inſenſible youric.f of the Misfor 


tunes of the lovely Iphigenia. Oh Madam ! replyel he, 


how little do you know my Heart, if I em now indif. 
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I did not ſcream out 


— er ee ae ee eee mr wm OOO 


ferent to the Diſtreſs the Stage preſents us with, it is only 


| becauſe the tender Paſſions of my Soul are only devoted to 
you, and were Jpbigenia a thouſand times more unhappy, 
and more lovely than the Poet would make us think, ſhe 


could claim no ſhare in a Heart, entirely filled with your 

Idea, and has no room for any thing in which you have 

not a Share. Sn dr Le I rr a © We 
This Declaration was made with ſo much Seriouſneſs, 


that I thought a modeſt Silence would better become me, 


than any Anſwer I could make, ſo pretended to be too 


much attentive to the Play, to regard any thing elſe ; 


this paſs'd for a little Time, but the Duke who was in 


good earneſt very much charm'd with me, reſumed his 


Diſcourſe with ſo much Fervor, that I could not without 
being very unpolite, and unlike the Character I had aſſu- 


med, refuſe making ſome return to his Gallantries. 


In Conformity therefore to my Part, J put on as chear- 


ful an Air as I could, and replied to what he ſaid in a 
genteel kind of Raillery, as tho' I gave no great Credit 
to his Aſſeverations, yet was not diſpleas'd with them. 


As I was acting this Piece of Coquettry, I happened to 


turn my Head, and ſaw a Man leaning over the ſide of 
the Box as diligently obſerving me: My Eyes met his 


directly, and I law it was my Lover the young Marquis 


De L——/————; ſo great was my Surprize that 


inſtant, that nothing is more to be wondered at than that 


not refrain from changing Colour, and indeed grew ex- 
tremely ill — methought a Bolt of Ice ſhot through 
my Heart, too true a Preſage, alas! of the Vexations 
this fatal Interview occahcn2d- 


perhaps he fear'd ſome ſuch 
Effect of his ſudden Appearance, and immediately turned 
away; but tho' I reſtrained myſelf from doing any thing 
which might have occafioned a Diſturbance, yet 1 could 


grew extremely 
nick, and was obliged to lean my Head upon my Hand: 
The Duke De-———preſently perceived the Alteration. 
in me, and ſhew'd a great deal of Concern -I told 
hin I was unable to fit, as indeed I was, and that if 1 
vVere not carried into the freſn Air I ſhould certainly ſwoon, 
at which he ſeem'd in ſome Perplexity ; it was not cuſ 
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tomary for any Perſon, to go out while the King 570 


yet the Reſpect he had for me made him reſolve to wave 


that Ceremony, and he whiſpered the Exempt who open'd 


the Door, and his Grace led me to a Chair, begging my 
Pardon that he could not attend me Home, becauſe as he 
ſaid, the ſame Excuſe which might be well received on 


my Account, could not be made for him; but that the 
Moment his Majeſty left the Houſe, he would fly to Ing 


. _ after my Health. 


I was very glad of the Neceſſity he was under of ſtay. 
ing behind me, and long'd to be at home, that I might 


| indulge the many Reflections that this Adventure occa- 
ſioned. 5 | 


Indeed nothing could be more alarming than my pre- 


ſent Situation, I knew myſelf innocent, but Appearances 
were againſt me, even more and W than When the 
Marquis ſuprized his Couſin at my Feet- 
inſtead of being ſhut up in my Apartment, as he might 
juſtly have expected in his Abſence, ſees me at the Play, 
in Company with a young Nobleman, who had the Cha- 
racter of the moſt amourous Man at Court; he hears him 
5 addreſſing me in the ſofteſt Terms, and perceives me 
| liftening to him, with the Indolence of a Perſon who 


Heart was unengaged, and at Liberty to receive an 


Offers made to her—— —He ſees that the Moment I dil. 
cover him I am out of Countenance, aſhamed of my Be- 


haviour, am obliged to quit the Place with all the Marks 
of conſcious Guilt upon me- 


ready to burſt at the Idea, that he had Cauſe to remain 


one Moment in this Opinion of me. Aſſoon as I got in- 


to my Chamber, I therefore took Pen and Paper, and 


' Wrote a Letter to him, in which I gave him a faithful 


Account of all that happen'd ſince I ſaw him, expatiating 


pretty largely on the Accident that carried me to his Fa- 
ther's, and the Neceſſity I was under of complying with 


his Requeſt, of going to the Play ; and then acquainted 


him with all my Apprehenſions from the old Marquis, 
as well as thoſe I * juſtly have from the Duke De—, 
| E 


2 who | 


he now. 


what could he think of 
me, but that I was falſe, a Coquet, 1 to his Love, 


” and therefore unworthy of it. my tender Heart was 
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76 The Virtuous Villager; or, 
| who no ſooner had conceiv'd a Paſſion for me, than took 
the Liberty to declare it, and entreated he would think of 
ſome means of removing me from Verſailles, where I al- 

ready was taken but too much Notice of 
I felt myſelf ſomething eaſier having wrote this Let- 
ter, in which I ſo freely and ſincerely laid open all that 

had paſs'd in my Mind; but then remembring that the 
Duke had told me he would make me a Viſit after the 
Play, Irang the Bell for my Aunt Barbara, and charged 
her on her Peril to admit no Perſon whatever that Night, | 
but ſay that I was gone to Bed. 
Depending that 1 might ſend my Letter by Dabeoir next 

Morning, who I doubted not but would be with me early, 
I fat down to Supper, with a better Appetite than I had 
done at Dinner, and after the Cloath was taken away, 
Was even eaſy enough to take a little Book of Novels 
out of my Cloſet, and began to read one of thoſe whoſe 
Titles promiſed the moſt A muſement; but I had ſcarce 
got through two Pages, befo e my poor filly Aunt, came 
to tell me that a Nobleman c eſired to ſpeak with me, on 
which I flew into a greater Paiſion than I remember ever 
to have been ſenſible of before in my whole Life, in ſo _ 
much that I puſh'd her out of the Room, without ſo much 
_ as aſking any Deſcription of the Perſon, or hearing what 
farther ſhe had to ſay, and then bolted my Door, reſolved 

that no one, even ſite herſelf, ſhould lee me that Night 
1 How thoughtleſs was I at this Juncture- | 
| how ook -might I not have expected my dear 
Marquis. ſurprized at what he ſaw, might not come to 
_ reproach my Conduct, or at leaſt to be inform'd of the 
Motives had occaſioned. it? but alas! my Head being 
taken up with the Fears of his Father on one Side, and 
the unwelcome Importunities of the Duke on the other, 
| had no place for what was no leſs probable than either. 
It was not long however abſent from me, and I called 
again for Barbara in a more mild Manner than that in 
which I had diſmiſ,'d her, and the Account ſhe gave me 
of the Dreſs, Shape, and Stature of the Perſon who had 
enquired, left me no o Room to doubt, if [ had not denied 
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Il was troubled indeed at what I had done, but evald 5 
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Acceſs to him, whom of all the World I had the molt 
Reaſon to deſire the Sight of. 


bave foreſeen the cruel Conſequences that attended it, {I 


ſhould have ſet no Bounds to my Deſpair ; but, little ina- 
gining any. ſuch thing, I conſoled myſelf with the Be- 


lief, that my Lover ſo far from reſenting my Behaviour 


in this Point, as he could not take it meant to himſelf, 


would applaud my Reſerve in giving Orders to be denied 
at ſuch late Hours But how unjuſt are all Mankind, 
when Jealouſy enflames the Mind; the cruel Thoughts 


5 oo then entertained of me, even now when all the Tem- 


ſts are blown over, make me ſhudder to remember. 
IT paſs'd the Night, however, in much more Tran- 


quilt than I did a long Series of ſucceeding ones ; but 
roſe more early than [ was accuſtomed, in hope of ſce- 
| ing either Dubois or his dear Matter; I was every Moment 
in Expectation of them, but it grew towards Noon before 
any body came to aſk for me, at which Time word was 
brought a Gentleman deſired to know if I ſaw any Com- 


pany that Day; Jaſked no Queſtions but gave immediate 


Orders for his Admittance, I was fo confident it was 
Dubois, that J had my Letter in my Hand ready to de- 
liver to him, and was fadly deceived when I found ir 


was no other than the Duke's Valet, with a Meſſage, 
from him, to know how I reſted after my Indifpoſition, 


and if I was enough recovered to permit a Vilit from 


him in the Aﬀternoon, I was fo vexed at the Dijappoint- 
ment, that I anſwered with little Politeneſs I believe, 
that I was obliged to be abroad the whole Day: after I 
had given him his Diſpatch, I abandoned myſelf to a 


thouſand perplexing Thoughts on the Marquis's neglect, 


and every Minute brought with it ſome freſh Idea to tor- 
ment me. I was walking about my Chamber, in a Mo- 


tion of Body as diſorder'd as that of my Mind, when 


Barbara came in, and told me a Gentloman in a travel- 


ling Habit wanted to ſpeak with me—————tho? I could 


not conceive who this new Viſiter was, I bad her ſhew 
him up, reſolving to be den yed no more without knowing 


to whom. 
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78 Dye Virtuous Villager ; or, 
A very graceful Gentleman immediately appear'd, 
and moſt agreeably ſurprized me with telling me his Name 
was Melicourt, and at the ſame time preſented me with a 


| Letter from Saint Agnes. In ſpite of all the Trouble I 


was in, to hear any 'Thing from that dear Friend, eſpe- 


_ cially to have the News of her brought by a Perſon, in 


whoſe Favour her Story had lo highly prepoſleſt me, gave 
me an infinite Satisfaction { received him with the 
Civilities of an Abquaititunce, and having made him fit 
down, told him I hoped he would excuſe the Impatience 
IJ had to read what his lovely Wife had favoured me with, 
and while I ſpoke, haſtily broke the Seal, and found it 


5 dee as follows: 


To her, whom I ſhall ever Pane among 
the deareſt of my Friends, the lincere, 
and moſt beautiful TJEANET TA, 


R 7 TE to you now awwith a Tranquility if Mind, 
auhc T ſhould have deſpaired of ever enjoying, but 
through your kind Offices ; and imagine not that my 


| Words exceed the Dictates of my Heart, when J aſſure jou 
that the remembrance of this Circumſtance, will always 


greatly add to the Felicity I flatter myſelf with ſoon enjoying 
in a Reunion with my dear and moſt deſerving Huſband —it 
is he, charming Jeanetta, auh avill have the Honour to de - 
liver this to you; and by him you will be informed of all the 


| Steps that have been talen to ſeparate us eternally, and render | 
are the moſt unfortunate of Women, Heaven, and you have 
render d the worſt Part of their Endeawours fruitleſs, and 
vill T hope equally diſappoint the reft. An additional In- 


tereſt t, that æubich is already made, would put an End to 
ell our Fears, and give me the Opportunity I fo ardently 


long for ef embracing you, and renewing our tender Friend- | 


. I doubt not therefore, but you will engage the Marquis 
De L V to join our Friends in pref ing my 
diſcharge from the Mona ery. 
Our mutual Friend, the virtuous Lindamine, ſends you | 
ber =o Wiſhes, and cha e me to tell you that Deu are ne- 

er 
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wer forgotten in her Prayers — her Piety muſt ſure be 
Heard, and I doubt not but you will be no leſs bappy in the 
Completion of all you defire, than ] hope ſoon to be. I leave 
it to my dear Melicourt to acquaint you with theParticulars 


and am, with the moſt perfect Afﬀettion, and Tenderneſs, : 


the lovely Jeanetta's 


cer utfll rind, and big Sven 


Saint Agnes. 


Pi. 8. A. Ia. ſealing this up, I heard a range Up- 


roar in the Convent, and was preſently inſorm'd that it 
aas occaſioned by Madamoiſelle De Renneville having made 


Ver LE fea pe v cannot yet learn the Circumſtances, 
Hut imagine they wwill not long remain a Secret, and 1 ſhall 
have the Pleaſure of diverting you with them by Word ä 


Mouth. Once more, dear Jeanetta, Adieu. 


1] was tranſported to find the Affairs of this much loved 
Friend were ſo near being concluded, and turning to her 


Huſband, begged he would perform the Promiſe Se 
Asnes had made for him, by informing me in what Mar- 


ner they had proceeded. Alas, Madam, replyed he with 


a Sigh, that dear Creature would never more have heard 
of her Meli court, and I ſhould have been the moſt guilty 


and moft wretched of Mankind, but for the Papers you 


were ſo good to forward tis to you to you alone 
I owe the Happineſs of finding a dear, a moſt beloved and 
"virtuous Wiſe, whom till then I thought loſt for ever— 
tis to you lam indebted for my Innocence, ———cis 
you I am to thank for not being involved in Crimes, 


which whenever I had known to be ſuch muſt have turn'd | 
my Brain- But I leave you to judge the Immenſity 


of the Obligation you have conferr'd upon me, by faith- 


fully relating what has happened ſince the cruel Day, 1 


when the Artifice and Barbarity of Monſieur De. — 


found Means to ſeparate me, from all chat ever was, or 


ever can be dear. : Fo 
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F corre of the 222 y of Mer. 


COURT, and the beautiful ST. AGNES. 


OU 3 Veda, i this tender 


Huſband, how | was torn from the Arms cf your 
had my Strength been equal to my 
Fury, in that dreadful Moment a thouſand Lives had been 
the Victims of it; all that I could I did, but Numbers 
_ overpowered me, and I was compelled to yield to the 
fatal Neceſſity of ſeeing her carried away beſore my 


fair Friend 


Eyes 


me, baving ſecured, they treated with a 


great deal of Reſpect, notwithſtanding the trouble J had 
J ſuppoſe they had 


given them in ſeizing me 
their Orders for doing ſo, but I was whol! ly regardleſs 


of their Civilities, and tho' the Officer who commanded 
the Party appeared to be a Man of great Humanity, and 
to ſhare in my Sufferings, I vouchiaſed not to anſwer 
any thing he ſaid to me my Grief was mute, and prey- 
ed the deeper on iny Heart as I would not give it vent. 


After a Journey of four Days I arrived at 7: 


| where I was conducted to the Town-Goal, and not per- 


mitted the Uſe of Pen or Paper, ſo that I could acquaint 
none of my Friends with the Place where ] was confined, 


Ihe Governor came to viſit me the next Day, behaved _ 
to me with much Civility, ſeemed affected with my 


Misfortune, and told me that it was in my own power 
to procure my Diſcharge, which alone depended on my 


complying with one thing required of me. I than de- 
| fired to know what it was; to agree, anſwered he, to 
the means that will be uſed fer ſetting aſide your Mar- 
riage, and to deal ingenuouſly with you, continved he, 
you have no other way to regain your Freedom; I there- 


fore would adviſe you to it, and flatter myſelf, that 


when you ſhall conſider N on the Affair, you will 


believe 


Virgin's Victory. 8 


believe I perſuade you to no more than I would put in 
practice myſelf on the ſame Occaſion - I know what it is 
1 to love, and the Anxiety you muſt feel in being for ever 
ſeparated from the Object of your Affections; but when 
you reflect on the unſurmountable Obſtacles between you, 
| and the Ruin that mult attend your Refuſal of what is ex- 
f pected from, Love will give way to Reaſon 
As I offered not to interrupt him during this Diſcourſe, 
he imagined it had ſome Weight with me, and that my 
Silence after he had given over ſpeaking, was a token of 
my Approbation, and this Opinion I ſuppole it was 
that encouraged him to reſume the Theme. Think, 
ſaid he, of the terrible Effects of being obſtinate in a 
Caſe where you have ſo powerful an Adverſary as 
Monſieur de————to deal with———a long and ex- 
penſive Suit between your Families, which muſt be 
ruinous to yours, as having leſs powerful Friends, and a 
ſmaller Eſtate - your own Confinement during all 
that Time, and at laſt, when a Decree is palt againſt you, 
as it doubtleſs will, deprived of all you wiſh for as totally 
as tho* you now reſign'd it willingly —make ule 
therefore of your Prudence, and ſubmit to Neceflity. _ 
I could now contain myſelf no longer, but burſt out 
into Exclamations ſuch as made him tee, that my ſuf- 
fering him to proceed ſo far, was not owing to any 
_ adherence to what he ſaid 3 and as ſoon as the firſt Emo» 
tions of my Rage was over, I defired he would never 
entertain me more with any ſuch Propoſals ; for T would 
chuſe to ſuffer eternal Impriſonment, rather than con- 
ſent to break my preſent Bonds by diſſolving thoſe I had 
ſo joy fully put on. e CP PU SENS LD #9 
My Reſolution aftonithed him, and from that Time 
| forward, whenever he came to viſit me, as he frequently 
did, forbore any diſcourſe on that Head, any farther 
than artfully introducing ſome Stories of parallel Caſes, 
which he perhaps imagined would have a better Effect 
than either barefaced Perſuaſions or Menaces. I under- 
ſtood him perfectly well, tho' I thought it beſt not to 
| ſeem to do fo, and eafily perceived he was a Friend 9: 
my dear Wife's inhuman Father, which made me en - 
Ds | E 5 | deavour 
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deayour to behave before him in a Manner that ſhould 
make him think my Confinement was leſs grievous to 


me than in reality it was. I never aſked him any 
Queſtions, even concerning the Proſecution againſt me, 


nor how my Father defended the Cauſe; ſo that finding 


my Reſerve, an! that there was nothing to be hoped 


from me, he by Degrees refrained coming to fee me, and 


J was entirely freed from his Importunities. 


As eaſy as I had appeared before the Governor, 1 
was notwithſtanding forever contriving means for my 
Eſcape ; but, alas, I was too well provided againſt for 

any of the Attempts I made to prove ſucceſsful. How 
impoſſible, Madam, would it be for me to deſcribe to 
| you the Torments I endured at findin 


there was no 
hope of getting from this deteſted Priſon, and wholly 


ignorant what was become ef my. dear Minetta, for I 
then knew not ſhe had aſſumed the Name of Saint 
Aenes, or how the Affairs of my Family ſtood; you can 
only form an Idea of what Words would but imperfealy 
repreſent ; ſome Months did I languiſh in this terrible 
Situation, till at laſt it came into my Head to make the 
Turnkey my Friend, ſo ſar as to procure me Pen and 
Paper, and to ſend a Letter to my Father: I had the 
more Hope of him as he appeared to have a compaſſionate 
Soul———l had often heard ham lament the Severity 
of his Fate in throwing him into an Office for Bread, 
| which obliged to the continual Sight of Misfortunes he 
was no way able to redreſs ; and the Confidence he re- 
poſed in me, by making theſe Complaints, gave me 
room to flatter myſelf I might gain him to my Party 


1 therefore began with making him little Preſents, 


telling him J liked his Countenance, was ſorry he was 


not in ſome Employment to which he had leſs repug- 


nance, and promiſed that I would procure one for him 
if ever I obtained my Liberty; the Fellow was quite 

. tranſported at the Kindneſs I had ſhewn him, and when 

J had brought him to a Pitch, 
my purpoſe, I communicated to him my Requeſt ; but 
inſtead of complying, he ſeemed thunderſtruck at the 
le and * the Puniſhments inflicted on 


go: thoſe 


Ps 


as I thought, proper for 
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thoſe who betrayed their Truſt in the manner I would 
have him do, and repeated many ſhocking Examples of 
Wretches, who had ſuffered on that ſcore, in ſuch 
lively Colours, that I began to fear my Hopes in him 
had deceived me, ſo preſſed him no farther at that 
Time. But as this was my laſt recourſe, I reſolved not 
entirely to give over the Purſuit, and talking ſomewhat 
of it every Day, till by degrees he ſeemed leſs averſe, 
at laſt, on the Promiſe of a great Reward, he fur- 
niſhed me with Materials for Writing, and undertook 
to be himſelf the Bearer of my Letters, fearing as he ſaid. 
1 truſt any other Perſon with a Secret ſo dangerous to 
him. 3 | 
\ You may eaſily believe, Madam, continued Monſieur 
Melicourt, how glad I was of having gained this Point, 
which in effect was gaining all; for 1 did not doubt when 
my Father ſhould know where I was, he would have 
| Intereſt enough to procure my Liberty on proper Bail for $14 
my Appearance; and when I was once out of Priſon, re- | F | 
ſolved to be fo indefatigable in the Search of my dear =: 
| Minetta, that I could not fail of finding her. I wrote a 
long Letter to my Father, with one encloſed to mp ye 
Wife, in Caſe he ſhould be happy enough to have di. 
covered to what Place they had conveyed her, and hav- 
ing recommended Speed and Diligence to the Turnkey, 
he ſet out with my Packet, begging me to be eaſy till his 
Return; but that happened much ſooner than I expected, 1 
in two Hours he came again into my Chamber, which | | 
made me conclude ſome ill Accident had happened, and 1 
_ threw me into freſh Exclamations on the Severity of my #1 
3G 1 | 2 OE: 7 
He opened his Mouth two or three Times to ſpeak, 4 
| 
| 


4 but the Deſpair I was in would not ſuffer me to liſten, 
11 till at laſt, Monſieur, bawPd he out, your Impatience 
[8 prevents your being told what cannot but be agreeable to 
| | you. On that ceaſed, aud bad him tell me the Occa- 
ſion of his coming back; he then proceeded to inform 
3} - ame, that in his Way he luckily had met his Brother, 

whom he had not ſeen in ſome Years, coming to vilit 
bim, and that on relating to him the Buſineſs he was 


apy ALA ee. 
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going on, the other offered to take the Office on him- | 
 felf, which, ſaid he, will fave me from all Danger 


in Caſe the Affair ſhould ever be diſcovered, and your 
Le tters go equally as ſafe; for added he, I will engage 
my Life for the Fidelity of my Brother. This Story 


ſeemed feaſible enough, and J made no Difficulty of 
| believing it. | . bo = 
I! he delightful Expectation of receiving ſome agreeable 
News from my Father, gave ſome truce to my Diſquiets, 
and I] waited with a tolierah'e ſhare of Patience for the 


Event ; but eighteen Days being paſſed over without 


hearing any thing, the Pime now began to be tedious 3 | 
and five more e:apling, inſup portable — I knew not 
what Conjecture to form on this Delay, unleſs it were 


occaſioned by ſending the encloſed to my dear Minetta, 


who might probably be conveyed to a great Diſlance; 

but then I reflected again, that the Tenderneſs my Fa- 
ther had for me, would not permit him to let me remain 
1o long in ſuſpenſe ; he would have inform'd me imme- 
diately of every thing he could, and nct waited for 


more, VV : 
I was one Night in the utmoſt Impatience, I may ſay 


indeed Deſpair, alone in my Priſon, and tho' it was dead 
of Night, net yet in Ped, when an unuſual Noiſe at that 


Jate Hour, made me imagine ſomewhat extraordinary 
had happened ; but I continued not long in my Surprize, 


my Door opened, and. the Turnkey came in, with a 
ſatisfaction in his Countenance, that ſeemed the Omen of 


good News. Here, Monſieur, ſaid he, preſenting me 


a Packet of Letters, J hope theſe will give ſome abate- | 
ment to your Diſquitt——— My Brother is bat this 


Moment returned, and I tremble leſt any Suſpicion 


ſhould arite on my admitting him at this unſeaſonable 
I mult feign a Pretence for it Adieu. 
my ſtaying in your Chamber may be dangerous; but 1 


Hour 


could not forbear coming to bring you theſe joy ful 


Iiidings. With theſe Words he was going out, but I de- 
tained him fo long as to make him accept of a ſmall 
, Diamond I had on my Finger in Token of my Gratitude, 


with 
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with which he went away highly contented, tho? ] dare 


ſay much leſs ſo than my ſelf at that Moment. 


But, alas! of how ſhort a Duration was this Treg): 


of Comfort, and how long a Series of Miſery and Deſpair 


ſucceeded————T opened my Packet in great halle, 
where the firſt Letter I found was from my Father, tho' 


the Character ſo altered, occaſioned by a Hurt it in- 


form'd me he had got in his Hand, that I ſhould not have 


Thought it his, but by the Tenderneſs of the Contents; 
within it J ſound another, which imagining was from 
my Wife, I kiſſed it a thouſand Limes with eager 
Tranſports before I was able in this hurry of Spirits to 
read either that or my Father's, but when I had a little 
recovered myſelf, it will not ſeem ſtrange to you, Madam, 
that Paſſion prevailed above Duty. I choſe to fee what 
my dear Min-tta ſaid to me, it being the firſt Letter 1 
| had ever received from her before J read that of my 


Father. But, good God ! what was it I felt, when [ 


found, ip! Lead of the Sofineſs of an endearing, | a moſt 
_ aeQtionate Wile, theſe W Lines: = | 


To Monſieur Mi L 1coU RT, 


FTER the Folly awe have both * ks of, "9 


could hawe auiſbed never to have heard any mention of 
Jeu; but as you frill ſeem to bear an Affection for me, I 


could not be ſo ungrateful as to refuſe an Anſwer to your 


Letter; I am fimcerely forry for what you have ſuffered on 
my Account, but if you c ntinue in your Troubles, it is your 
ou Obſtinacy, you are to blame, not me; if my Advice 
Bas any Weight with Hou, they will ſcon be at an End by 
your ſubmitting to. what is required of you 
anger an Obſiacle, I thought myſelf obliged to comply ewith 
the Will of my Parents, and now releaſe you from all 

-T own had ſome Difficulty 
in bringing myſelf to ds this, but am now convinced that 
our firſt Duty is Obedience, and that all Promiſes, al! 
Oaths are invalid, when made without the Conſent of 
thoſe to whom wwe owe our being, — 
you have Reſolution and good Senſe ſufficient to enable you 
to rag 15 Example 3. or rif not fo at leaft too much Re 
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gard for me not to diſturb my preſent Tranquility by any 
future Letters or Meſſages, much leſs to make any Attempt 
to fee me———there being no Perſon on Earth, whom, f. r 
many R cd 4 world fo much wiſh to avoid. 


The Agenies this cruel Letter threw me in, would 
certainly have made me lay violent Hands on my own 
Life, had not ſome Sparks of Pride that Moment roſe to 
my Aſſiſtance, and made me think it beneath the Dig- 
nity of my Reaſon to fall for ſo perſidious, ſo ungrateful 

a Creature What, cried I, throwing the Letter 
away with the utmoſt Diidain, did Love and Conſtancy 
like mine deſerve ſo baſe a Return ! I'll follow 
your Advice, forgetful, thankleſs, unfaithful Woman ? 
I'll never think on thee but with Scorn and Deteſtation— 
in this manner did I rail for at leaſt two Hours without 
being able to examine what Account my Father had 
given me of ſo unlooked for a Change. At laſt I gained 
Compolure of Mind ſufficient to read his L-tter, and 
found he began with exhorting me to be patient, and 
having confeſs'd to me in a very free manner, that his 
Intereſt being far inferior to that of the Father of 
my unworthy Wife, he had been forced to drop the 
Suit; but had an Aſſurance of my being let at Liberty 

the Moment I yielded to the Diſſolution of my Marriage, 
that being, he ſaid, the ſole Impediment to hinder her, 
1 once thought mine, from giving her Hand to a Perſon | 
her Parents had made choice of. He added, that, ſhe 
had refuſed their Importunities but a few Days, and to 
obtain her Pardon, had conſented to marry the Moment 


my Releaſe from her former Vows ſhould arrive, till 8 


which he ſaid I muſt remain in Priſon, it not being 1 in 
his Power to free me. 
Nie enforced the Arguments he made uſe of, to bring 
me to a Reſolution ſo conformable to Reaſon, Sing what 
I owed myſelf, with the moſt ſtrenuous Commands that 
Words could form; and after many Pauſes and Struggles 
with a Paſſion, which was far from being extinguiflvd = 
by this ill Treatment; I at laſt determined not to lan- 
_ out wy Lade 4 in a miſerable Gon, for the ſake of 


one 


thought her true, and happy in my Affection. 
Her Charms were too deeply engraven in my Heart for 
even her Infidelity to erace; but when I reflected on her 
Beauty, and the Pleaſures I had enjoy'd in her Society, 


Virgin's Viftory, 8 
one who after the moſt ſacred Vows, and all the mu- 
tual Endearments of Conjugal Affection, could ſo ealily 


conſent never to ſee me more, and give herſelf into the 


Arms of another. | 


Two whole Days, however, paſ'd over without my 
being able to put in PraQtice what I had reſolv'd; I ſtill 


loved the dear Ingrate with the ſame Paſſion, as when I 


her Falſhood, her Levity, her Hypocriſy, render'd her 
ſo unworthy that I even hated myſelf, becauſe J could 


not hate her as I ought, Never was ſuch a 


Chaos as my Brain, ſuch a Medley of perplex'd Ideas, 


were, indeed, enough to drive to Diſtraction; yet I at 
laſt aſſumed the Man, exerted my Reaſon, and in ſpite 
of all J felt within appear'd ſedate; I ſign'd the Re- 
nunciation ſo much defired of me, and gave my ſolemn 
Promiſe, nay, aſſured them in Terms more ſtrong than 
they exacted from me, that I would never attempt to ſee 


the dangerous Minetta more. O] Madam, pur- 


ſued Me/icourt, how heavenly good is your fair Friend 
to pardon what the. Dictates of my jealous Rage then 
ſaid of her.. II curſt her—————even from the 


Bottom of my Soul I curſt her Perfidy, though at the 


ſame time ] ſecretly adored her Beauty. My Be- 
haviour, however, making them believe I had now a 
real Abhorrence of her, forwarded my Liberty, and I 


was diſcharged from diſmal the Priſon, where I had near 
a Year been confined. CO Ro ESO EN 8 
You may ſuppoſe, Madam, that as ſoon as I had the 


power I went directly Home, where the Surprize of 
ſeeing me alive and at liberty, had like to have been fa- 


tal to both my Parents; my Mother fell into a Swoon, 


and my Father, though of a ſtronger Conſtitution, was 


alſo very near being in the ſame Condition. Ex- 
ceſs of Joy entirely over-powered their Spirits, and when. 


they had recover'd their Voices, could fay nothing for a 


—— - 


great while; but is it poſſible By what 


Miracle 
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Miracle do we ſee you again.— 
Son, or an Illuſton.— —— And ſuch like Exclamations, 


which were to me unintelligibie, as I had ſo lately wrote 


to them the whole Circumitance of my Situation, and 
had receiv'd an Anſwer from them, containing the Con- 
ditions of my Freedom; I thought there was ſomewhat 
unnatural in the Aſtoniſhment they both expreſſed, and 
began to fear ſome Diſorder in the Mind had ſeized 
them; but the firſt Tranſports of unruly Joy being a 
little over, and I beginning to mention the Letters, how 
confounded was I in my Turn, to hear they had never 


wrote to me, nor knew where I had been ſecreted from 
the time I was forced away, to the happy Moment of 


my Return. On this I ſhew'd the Letters I had receiv'd 
by the Hands of the Turnkey, and my Father aſſur- 
ing me, that fign'd with his Name was a Forgery, 1 


began to hope that from my Wiſe was the ſame alſo; 


but. alas, that pleaſing Idea laſted not long, both my 


Parents confirmed the Story of her Falſhood, having 


heard it from all Hands, and, indeed, ſo induſtriouſly 
had Monſieur De — cauſed the Report of her in- 


tended Marriage to be ſpread, that it was a thing not 
doubted of, by any who were any way acquainted either 


with her or me. From thence it was natural to infer, 


that the Letter was really wrote by her; though the 


other was a Contrivance the more to hailen me to give 


up my Claim. The Imagination that ſhe was concerned 


in this Stratagem render'd her more unworthy than ever 


in my Eyes, and I laboured inceſſantly not only to for- 
get all that had endear'd her to me, but even to hate 


her. As this was a Difpoſition which could alone re- 
ſtore me to my former Peace of Mind, my Mother en- 


deavour'd all in her power to divert me, continual Balis 
and Entertainments were given at our Houſe to all the 
neighbouring Gentry; and as nothing is ſo effectual to 
eſtrange the Heart from an Object it has been accuf- 
tomed to, as a Variety of new ones, ſhe took care to 
have always ſome agreeable young Lady or other with 
us. Among this Number there was one, no leſs admired 


for her Beauty, than for her Wit and good. Humour, 
I A 


Is it really our 


> — 
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: Virgins h.. 9 
her Name is Mademoiſelle De Marcy, and her Family 
and Fortune, perfectly conformable tg our own. 

I muſt confeſs there was ſomething in this young 
Lady which extremely pleaſed me, I was never ſo hap-, 
Py as when in her Company, and whenever I quitted i 
felt a Regret, mix'd with an Impatience to ſee her 
again; yet could not all this be called Love; it was ra- 
ther Friendſhip founded on the Knowledge of her good 
_ Qualities, an Efleem, an Admiration of the Mind, in 
Which the Body had no ſhare, nor did I ever once 
think of the difference of Sexes in all the Converſations 
I had with her. 3 Eres le 3 
My Behaviour, however, made every one give me to 
her for a Lover, my Parents were infinitely pleaſed to 
find me as they believ'd, engaged in a Paſſion ſo agree- 
able as to Circumſtances, and thinking they acted ex- 
tremely prudently, propoſed a Match between us to the 
Friends ef the young Lady, who readily accepted it, af- 
ter having found ſhe had no Averſion to it; and every 
thing was in a manner concluded on, without ry Know- 
ing any ſuch thing was in Agitation. 
I was all the time endeavouring to forget my dear 
| Minetta, but in vai —ſſceping and waking her 
Image was ever before my Eyes, and I was but juſt 
awaked ſrom a Dream of her, which gave me ſome Diſ- 
quiet, when my Mother came into my Chamber with 
a more than ordinary Satisfaction in her Countenance, 
Now, my dear Son, ſaid ſhe, I flatter myſelf the Re. 
mainder of your Days will attone for the Anxieties of 
the paſt; Mademoiſelle De Marcy thinks you not un- 
worthy of her, her Kindred agree to your Happineſs, 
and all things are ſo diſpoſed, that the Contract between 
vou may be ſign'd this very Evening. The Surprize 
I wes in at fo unexpected a Salutation, and the little Sa- 
tisfaction I exprefs'd, very much alarm'd this tender Pa- 
kent, what, cry'd ſhe, are you not in love with Made- 
moiſelle De Marcy? Has our Endeavours to make you 
= happy proved the Reverſe ? Do you not think her deſer- 
ving of you? Yes, Madam, reply'd I, that Lady's Me- 


ne may juſtly entitle her to a more exalted Fortune * 
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ſhe could ſhare with me; 
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but, alas, I never en- 
tain'd one Thought that way, I am incapable of making 


her happy, and in ſpite of all her Charms, I ſhould 
languiſh even in her Arms for the dear abſent, orga 


ungrateful Object of my firſt Vows, _ 
My Mother, though by Nature one of the moſt 
ſweet temper'd of her Sex, could not hear me ſpeak 
theſe Words without flying into an Extremity of Rage; 
my Father when he was told of my Refuſal was not 
leſs provoked ; all our Kindred highly blamed me, my 


Acquaintance wonder'd, and, in fine, all the World 
| blamed my 8 Stupidity as they term'd it, and Meanneſs of 


Spirit to retain enough of my former Affection, for one 


who had proved herſelf ſo unworthy of it, as to make 

me ſlight a young Lady every way qualified to make me | 
bappy, and who had preferr'd me to a great een TY 
Who ſigh'd in vain for her. == 
Indeed, Madam, though I all not adhere to the 8 
- Remonſtrances made me on this Head, I ſecretly alow'd | 
the Juſtice of them, and extremely condemn'd myſelf | 


for having given Occaſion for them: When once we 


are brought to believe that Reaſon demands our Aſſent 
to any particular Action, though Inclination may oppoſe, 2 
2 Perſon with any ſhare of Reſolution may overcome 
it, and prevail with himſelf to do as ſeems moſt juſt. 
This join'd with the Importunities of my Friends, and, 
indeed, the Menaces of my Father, who told me, I 


had 27 brought him to trouble enough, and that he 


Vould ri Th no more, but determin'd to diſown me as 
a Son if 


did not domply, at laſt engaged me to con- 
ſent. 


The Day before that prefix d for my Marriage with 
Mademoiſelle De Marcy, the Letters you were ſo good 


to forward came to Hand, which gave a moſt fortunate 


Reverſe to this Affair. 


My Parents were too juſt, 


and, indeed, too much attached to my dear Wife now |. 
proved innocent, not to rejoice at the timely Diſcovery; |. 


the Family of Mademoiſelle De Marcy had no Occaſion | 
for Reſentment : And the young Lady herſelf had the |. 
Generoſity to congratulate me on the N Diſco- 


erf. 5 


r 


very, which had it arrived but two Days later muſt have 
involv'd us all in Miſery. Every Body join'd with me sn 
deteſting the Cruelty of Monſieur and Madam De 
in barbarouſly attempting to ſacrifice their s 
Shter to a vile Intereſt : We conſulted the Laws a ſe- 
. cond time in favour of this charming Woman, and 


. tered the Proteſtation Minerta had made againſt her 


mant againſt Monſieur De 
him to acknowledge her as his Child. It had only been 
through the Power of a favourite Miniſter, that he had 
got the better of my Father before; but that Perſon 


Cauſe come to be try'd before impartial Judges, he 
muſt either own himſelf her Father, or ſuffer the Penalty 
of the Law, of aſſuming a right over her, and forcing | 
her into a Convent, while he nnen me in unwar⸗ 
rantable Bonds. 


and we ſhall bz re-united with all the Forms necellary for 
the Occaſion. 


decide it, the Marquis De L 
to that Prelate, to whom we have not the Honour to be 
EkEnown, would be of great Service toward haſtening the 
Affair to a Conclufion; and this Favour, Madam, the 
long ſuffering Minetta yp you will endeavour to 28 


5 ving thanked him for the Trouble he h. a py yen himſelf 


to have it in . power to do any 'y thing that might haſten 


" Pingive bl. 5 


my Father having well weigh'd what he was to do, en- 


Vows, and revived the Suit which had ſo long lain dor- 
„in order to oblige 


was now in Diſgrace, and we hoped, that when the 


Our Opinion did not a us, enter was now 


F obligedto appear himſelf before the Court of Judicature, 
and was caſt. 

Day: My dear Minetta is decreed Co- heireſs with her 
| Siſter, and her Father forbid ſeeing her till further Per- 
miſſion: The whole verbal Proceſs is ſent to Rome, and 


The Proofs were as clear as the 


there is no doubt but a Diſpenſation will ſoon arrive, 


As in all Probability the Nuncio will have Orders to 
2 's Intereſt 


cure for her. 


Thus did Ind Melicourt finiſh his har ry, and ha- 
in acquainting me with theſeParticulars, to im I rejoiced 
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apprize you of the Honour, but told me he was certain 
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his F *elicity ; that I doubted not of the Marquis s Rea- 


dineſs to comply with my Friends, as well out of his 


love of Virtue, as his Attachment to me; that I had 


now wrote to him, and would break open my Letter on 


purpoſe to inſert a Poſtſcript on the Buſineſs he men- 
tioned. I had no ſooner ſaid this but I broke the Seal, 
and recommended my dear Friend's Buſineſs in Terms 


the moſt ſtrenuous, my Tenderneſs for her could ſuggeſt. 
After this, we enter'd into a Converſation on the 


many Difficulties which are frequently the Attendants on 
Love, though of the moſt perfect and honourable kind; 
no-: body had more Experience than myſelf of this, 8 


therefore could ſpeak feelingly upon it; indeed, I had 


at this time a ſufficient ſhare of Anxiety, to render me 
more than ordinarily eloquent on the Occaſion. Dubois, 


whom I ſo impatiently expected many Hours before, was 
not yet come, and I could not imagine now to account 


for this Neglect; it was now palt Noon, and my Un- 
eaſineſs grew ſo viltb'e, that Monſieur Melicourt could 
not but take Notice of it. On his aſking me the Cauſe, 
J ͤ made no Scruple of revealing it, with the Danger I 
was in from the old Marquis, if his Son were not a 
quainted with the Accidents that had happen'd ſince I faw_ 
kim. The Huſband of Saint Annes ſeemed concerned 
1 had not given him a Commiſſion to deliver it, telling 


me it was a Thing of too much Conſequence for me to 


have delayed, through the Complaiſance of liſtening to 


his Story, and begg'd I would that inſtant permit him. to 
go with it, and bring me an Anſwer back. This Offer 
was too obliging to be refuſed, I gave him his Inſtructions 


and he departed. 


As it was ſo ſmall a Diſtance, I expelled him ſoon 


again, but two, three, and four o'Clock paſſed over, 


yet he was not return'd : This Delay gave me ſome alarm 
a thouſand ſtrange Ideas came into my Head, 

concerning the Occaſion of it; and, to add to my Terrors, 
Madam De Gennewal enter'd my Chamber, and told me 


WV was come to viſit 
-he would not bs delayed, ſaid ſhe, till 1 could 


2 : * N 
oP ES. \ . 8 5 * 


ebe. 


en wars << 


ot 1 OK, I % 


and fo run a Hazard of being much more ſo, of 


PVirgin's Viclory. > 


you had too much Good-Nature not to diſpence with Ce- 
remony. As ſhe {poke he followed her in, and took from 
me, by his Preſence, the Opportunity of replying to what 


ſhe ſaid, as otherwiſe I ſhould have done, and perhaps 
not in a manner very obliging to her, in the Humour I 
then was. How difficult is it, when the Heart is oppreſt 
with Cares to aſſume a Serenity of Countenance ? het it is 
a Piece of Diſſimulation, in ſome meaſure neceſſary for 
People that live in the World; but I was too little prac- 
tiled in this Art, to elude the Penetration of a Man ſuch 


as the Marquis : He preſently perceived the Conflraint I 


put upon myſelf, and afk'd if he was come at an improper. 
Time. No, my Lord, anſwered I a little faultring in my 
Speech, and if I appear not altogether ſo fatisfed with 
this Honour, as I ought to be, I beg your Lordſhip to 

impute it to a little Diſorder, occaſioned by want of Sleep 
laſt Night. This Excuſe, which was all I could think on 
at that Time, gave him an Opportunity of ſaying many 


gay and gallant things, on the Occaſion of my Watchfal- 
nel. among other Things he told me, that nothing 


but Love could have the Power of breaking the reſt of a 
Lady of my Years and Circumſtances, and while he ſpoke 


this, looked at me with Eyes, which metheught ſaid 
 JeaxETTA, you in vain endegmcur to hide yourſelf — 
I know Jyou——arnd can read your in moſt Soul,. Tho? 
this was only my own e yet it fri 

little leſs than the reality would have done. 

Tis a received Maxim, that the moſt filly Girl has 


ghted me 


Wit enough to manage a Love Intrigue, but I was an 


Exception to this Rule; as I was every Moment expecting 


Melicourt, either with a Letter, or ſome Meſſage of very 


great Importance, nay knew not but even the young 
Marquis might have come with him, I ought in Prudence 
to have made ſome Pretence to ſtep out of the Room, and 


given orders to Barbara, to let whoever came to viſit me 
know who was above; but tho' I thought of this, I had 


not Courage to put it in Execution, I fear'd the leaſt Ac- 


tion would make me ſuſpected more than I already was, 


bein 


fully 
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fully diſcovered, as I muſt have been, if my Loxen 


or even Dubois had come at that juncture. 
Whenever the old Marquis look'd upon me, I had not 


the Power to meet his Eyes, but caſt mine down with a 


Confuſion that ſometimes made him ſmile, and willing 


I ſuppoſe to increaſe it, he drew his Chair nearer me, 
and began to beſtow the moſt laviſh Encomiums on my 
Beauty : the Name of Father to the Man I loved, gave 
him ſuch an Aſcendant over me, that tho' I could not 
Have liſtened to ſeveral of his Expreſſions, from any other 
without Contradiction, Fear and Regard would not fuffer 
me to give him any Interruption. But when Madam 
De Genneval, to make her Court to him I ſuppoſe, as 
ell as to ſhew her Wit and Sprightlineſs, went to pluck 
back my Handkerchief, to ſhew as ſhe ſaid theWhiteneſs 
of my Neck, I drew it cloſe again, and gave her ſo ſe- 
vere a Look, as ſhew'd them both I was not of a Humour 
to bear ſuch Freedoms, nor would be jeſted with too far. 
The Air I put on, on this Occaſion, made the Marquis aſ- 
ſume a different Turn of Behaviour, and I could perceive 
that from that Moment he ever after treated me with more 
Reſpect, and Madam De Genneval with leſs, Which [I 
think is a plain Demonſtration, how much 'tis in our 
| Sex's Power, to give an Awe, even to thoſe whoſe For- 


tune and Character makes them apt to imagine every 


| Thing becomes them. 
The old Nobleman, however, left not off my Praiſes, 
but then a certain Seriouſneſs accompanied them, which, 
tho I could not avoid feeling ſome Confuſion at the 
extravagant Compliments on my Beauty, took of all 
 Motives for Reſentment. He was ſtill on that Topic, 
when Meſicourt thinking 1 was alone, and impatient for 
his return, came haſtily into the Room, with a Letter 


in his Hand, I turn'd pale as Death at the fight of him, 


and had ſcarce Power to riſe from my Seat to receive 
him. The Marquis could not but obſerve this change in 

my Countenance, as he had his Eyes never of me, but 
taking no Notice of it to me, got up and return'd the 
: Civilities paid Ain * the l of Saint Agnes, 
Who 


Virgin's Victory. 5 


- who judging him by many diſtinguiſhing Marks to be a 


| Perſon of Quality, made his Reverence in the molt pro- 
found Manner. 


When we had all replaced ourſelves, the Marquis and 


Melicourt entered into a Converſation, which tho' in- 
different, gave this young Gentleman opportunity of 
ſewing he wanted neither Wit nor Education; and by 
Degrees, as People are apt to ſpeak of what they have 
molt at Heart, artfully enough introduced his own and 
 Miſtreſs's Story, with a View no doubt of intereſting the 
Marquis in his Favour ; who ſeeming deſirous of doing 
every Thing to oblige me, aſked me if I ſhould find any 
Satisfaction to ſee the Affairs of that beautiful Nun ac- 
commodated* I was «too zealous for my Friend, not to 
aſſure his Lordſhip there were very few Things I ſo 
earneſtly wiſhed. Well then, Madam, anſwered he, 
I give you my Word and Honour, that I will employ 
all the Credit I have with the Nuncio, which I flatter 
_ myſelf is of ſome Weight, to engage him to a ſpeedy 
determination in her Favour. Be pleaſed, added he, 
turning to Melicourt to ſend me an exact Memorial of the 
Proceedings, and I will not only be your Adyocate my- 


N ſeltf, but oblige my Friends to join with me in doing you 
all the good Offices in our Power. 


I thanked the Marquis for this Cordeſeeiicn; with a 


Warmth which manifeſted how zealouſly I eſpouſed the 
Cauſe of my Friend; and this Proof of my Sincerity drew 
on me freſh Compliments ; but not all the fine Things 
faid of me by Perſons, who fo well knew how to judge, 
could make me eaſy ; my Love had much the Prehemi- 
nence over my Vanity great as it was, and I impatiently 
longed to be alone with Melicourt, that I might know 
what my dear Marquis ſaid to my Letter. 


But my 
ſuſpence was not yet to ceaſe, and to add to my Perplexi- 


ties, a new Adventure happened which was ad near 
betraying at once all I had ſo carefully concealed, 


My poor unthinking Aunt, who by accident was in the 


next Room, when ſome Body knocked very loud at the 
; Street-Door, looked out of the Window to ſee who it 


was, and Facn. came running into the Chamber where we 


were, 
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were, crying, Madam, Madam, here is the fine young 
Gentleman that dined with you one Day, come to viſit 
you. The Blood immediately forſook my Heart, and 
1 flew into my Face, at theſe Words, I knew it mult be 
Fi either my Lover, or Saint Fal ſhe meant ; and which 5 
9 ever it were, if ſeen by the old Marquis, mutt betray my 
it Secret in this Confuſion, I got up and ran out of 
the Room without being able to make any Excuſe to the 
Company I heard the Door open, and knew the | 
Perſon was let in— T flew to the Stairs, and met 
Saint Fal half way fly, cried I, out of Breath 
with the haſte I had made, the old Marquis is here — 
unlucky Accident, returned he, I have things to tell 
you of the utmoſt Importance— ——Ccnceavour to get 
rid of my Uncle as ſoon as you can, and I will return 
when I think he is gone what News of the Mar- 
quis, ſaid 1? Mad, aniwered he, but this is not a 
Time nor Place to tell you———in ſpeaking theſe 
Words he made towards the Street-Door, and at that 
| Inflant ſome Body knocked Perhaps he is here, 
| cried I, more dead than alive at the manner in which he | 
had ſpoke ; but if it be, let him inſtantly depart. You 
need be under no ſuch Apprehenſions, replied the Count, 
| 6 it cannot be him, I wiſh to Heaven it were Me 
Wl; would find ſome way to conceal him from his Father. 
What is it you mean? My Lord, reſumed I trembling, 
| hat has happened? Saint Fal was going te make ſome 
| Anſwer but the knocking redoubled, and I bethought |: 
| me of making him run into the Kitchen, till the Perton | 
| 
f 


ſhould be let in; and returned to the Company, having' 


ordered Barbara to ſee who it was that Knocked 5 
the Conſternation I was in at the few Words the Count 
| had ſaid to me on his Couſin's Account, Joined to the | 
| Fears of being dilcovered, rendered me ſo wild and diſ- ; 

| ordered that I could ſcarce make any Apology for having | 
| kf my Vilers oabtuphy. oo 5 

1 The Marquis, who ſuffered not the leaſt Look or Mo. 
= tion of mine to eſcape his Notice, aſked me in a low Þ| 
1 | Voice, if any thing had happened to me in which he 

| 


could be of no Service, aſſuring me, at the ſame Time, 


that 
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ruption in one Senſe, and vex'd at it in another 


Virgin's Vidory, 97 
that I might command any thing in his power. I was 


about to reply, tho I believe it would have been with 
Diſtraction enough, when I was prevented by the en- 
trance of the Duke dc -was glad of this Inter- 


: being 
c5 
unprepared to make a ſuitable Return to what the Father 


of my Lover had offered, this I:xcuie ior my Silence was 


opportune 3 but then any addition to the Company I had 
betore, threatning to delay my talking with Melicourt, 


and allo to prevent my ſpeaking a iecond Time to Saint 


Tal, who had promiſed me to come again, was the meit 
unfortunate Incident that could be. 

When every Body had paid thoſe Civilities to the 5 
Duke, which his Quality demanded, the Con veriation 


Vas 1enewed with a great deal of good Senſe and Spiri. 
every Body but myſelf ſeemed to exert their Wit and 
_ Eloquence ; but I believe my Reader will eaſily imagine 


the Situation of my Mind at that 'Time would not permit 
me to make ule of my little Talents that way. 


They were rallying the Marquis on the Admiration ba ; 


bad ſome time before teſtified for the Lady of a certain 
Count, who came to ſollicite an Affair at Court, 


When 
we heard Barbara give a great Scream, and preſently at- 


ter ſaw that poor Creature come arms + ina moſt terrible 
Fright, crying, Thieves! Thieves! Where, 
cried , all the Company joined with me in the demand, 
and the three Gentlemen immediately had their Haud 

on their Swords. In the Kitchen, anſwered ſhe, 1 was 
going in and found the Door held fait againſt me, and 


on attempting to puſh it open, out ruſhed a Man, the 


Paſſage was dark, and I could not diitin guiſh what lore 
of Perſon he was, but I am afraid he has left ſome of 
bis Companions, for never a Rogue cf 'em all would 
Lave the Impudence to come alone to rob a Heue at 
Noon Day. I doubted not but it was Saint Fal the 


| meart, and was glad to find he had got off undiccoveced ; 


but was obliged to feign myſelf under Apprebend: ons, and 
Parlara begging that the Kitchen might be ſear ched, 
ſaying that till it were, ſhe durſt not venture down 


Stairs, * body ran down in compliance with her 
Vor. 1 II. - Fears 
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- not the leaſt Corner eſcaped their Scrutiny, 


Fears 


bat no Man was to be found; in looking earneſtly about. 
however the Duke took up a Glove fring'd with Gold, 
which Saint Fal in his hurry had let fall; upon my 
Honour, cried the Marquis, with a Smile, this Thief 
is certainly a Man of Faſhion, I imagine he came with 
an intent. to ſteal ſomething more valuable than any 


1 wiſh he had not ſome 


thing in the Kitchen 


Deſigns on Barbara. Ah! cried the Duke, who knows 
bat ſhe might have other Reaſons than thoſe ſhe pre- 
tended for crying out. The Tone in which theſe Words 


were ſpoke, and the Laughter that enſued, made my 


good Aunt, who was but a droll Figure at the beſt, 
look exceeding filly ; and the grave Anſwers ſhe made, 

and the Aſſeverations that ſhe knew him not, and that 

he could be no other than a common Thief, heighten'd 
the Mirth, and I believe it would have continued a much 
longer Time, had not the Hour for the Marquis's At- 
tendance at Court approach'd, and he was oblig'd to 

take leave, tho' as he ſaid with Regret. The Duke I per- 
ceived had an Intention to ſtay behind him, but as I 
had not the ſame Awe of him as I had of the other, I 
had Reſolution enough to let his Grace know, I was 


obliged to write ſome Diſpatches about Affairs of Mo- 


ment to me, for which that Gentleman, pointing to Me- 


licourt, waited, and had done fo a conſiderable Time, his 


Grace was too polite to oppoſe my Deſires, and took his 
leave at the ſame Time the Marquis did; Madam 4% 
Gennewal alſo retired, and I was at laſt at Liberty to 
entertain Melicourt on a Subject I was ſo impatient to 
hear: But, good Heaven ! how little did I expect or 
 d-{erve what I was going to receive, I tremble to this 
Day, and my Blood runs cold through all my Veins, 
when I reflet on the dreadful Fin to which my For- 
titude was put. 
After having aſked Monſieur Melicourt if be had ſeen 
| te Marguis, and what was the Effect of his Embaſſy, 
he gave me a Letter; there, Madam, faid he, is an 
Anſwer to what you wrote, I fear it will not be very 


t to you, and am extremely grieved to be ſo un- 
fortunate ; 


— 
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fo agreeable to Ber 


Due De- 


Ifntentions for you as I had. T ſhall newer upbraid Jou 
 ewvith having put the firſt Hand towards raifing your For- 


Virgin's Vietory. „„ 
fortunate in the firſt Buſineſs I have the honour to be 
employed on by you. 


I rather ſnatch'd than took the Paper he preſented to 


me. in the Agony his Words involved me, and haſtily 


opening it, found in it theſe en theſe ſoul- 
Trending Lines. | 
To Madamoiſelle JeaxeTTA. 


The very Addreſs, ſodifferent from the Stile of a fond | 
Lover to the Object of his Affections, was near making 


me faint away, but I ſummond all my Reſolution to my 


Aſſiſtance, and with much ado, read on as follows: 


T Am ſurprizcd, Madam, that a Lady fo much tired. - 
and fo much taken up with the Gallantries of the Age, 


E ſhould find Leiſure to make any excuſes for her Behaviour 


70 a Perſon wwho has it not in his Poxwer to make thoſe 
publick Acknowledgments of his Paſſion, which 1 Jos are 
Miſtate me not, Madam, I pre- 
tend not to complain of the Conduct you have been fleafed to 
obſerve, frece your Arrival at Verſaille I hav? 
foo much Regard for your Happineſs to diſapprove of thoſe 
Civilities, Which ſeem due to the Quality and Merit of the 
if he ſhould happen to have the ſame 


tune the delicacy of my Sentiments will prevent ne” 
from ever giving you Diſquict- your Inclinations hall 


nos be diſputed by me, and as you receive his Grace's Viſits, 


permit him to attend you to the Play, liſten to the ſift. 
Things he entertains you with, it avould be uipardonable 
in me to offer any Interruption io an Intercourſe fo ſati/* 


Factom to you .————You are certainly independant, and 


bade no right to demand any Account of your A fi. 
7 wiſh you more Happineſs than I can now ever hope ta 
enjoy myſelf, and [hall take care never to diſturb your new 
Engagments by Viſits no Nh untrefitable to myſelf, than 


diſagreeable to you Farew ell, Hereſy For- 
e tr.. | | | 
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he loves me not 


Cruel Manner 


P. S. I beg you will give yourſelf no trouble to anſeuer 
this, te or be afjurcd nothing of Fours vill evermore come t 
7:y Hand. 


os + any Woman who has ever known what 'tis to 
love ſincerely the molt perfect Object in the World now 
Fut her ſelf in my Place, for none but ſuch a one can 
judge of what I felt my Deſpair was fo great, 


ny Grief! lo poignant, Dias J could neither ven: it in 
Tears nor in Complaining 
Statue did I ſtand ſome time 


motionleſs as a 
err endeavoured, 
to conſole me as I afterward was told; but 1 heard not 
any thing he ſaid——all my Senſes were overwhelm'd, 

iniomuch that I ſaw not the Count de Saint Fal, who 5 
entered while I was in this State of Inſenſibility. The 

ſatal Letter had dropt from my Hand, and lay near me 


on the Floor, and on his caſting his Eyes on that and 


on me, he no longer was at a loſs for the meaning of the 


Condition he ſound me in. His tender Soul was touched 


with the utmoſt Compaſſion for my Diſtreſs, and taking 


me by the Hand, dear Madam, cried he, mitigate your 
| Sorrows, and pardon the Author of them; all his Fault 
is occaſioned by an Exceſs of Paſſion 


No, no, my 
Lord, replied I, juſt then recovering the uſe of Speech, 
he never loved me as he ought; 

for if he had, he cd not have treated me in this 
if there is any Sincerity in Man, 
cried | wildly ; if all your Proſeſſions of Friendſhip, be 
not as falſe, as wavering, as his are of Love, aſſiſt me 
to fly from this deteſted Place———never more will I 
be 4 of che World, never more endure the Sight of 
barbaous unfaithful Man !-— —Ah! My dear Saizt 
Ants, w: y c1d I not follow the prudent Lindamzrne, and 
pail my! ays with her in the peaceful Cloyſer ! the 
Society of wo ſuch Friends would have enabled me to 
bear up again: the Treachery of a deſigning Lover, 
who. war ted Lut a Pretence to abandon me, and no 
doubt tri mohs in that which my E, not Incli- 
nin enfcrced me t2 give him. But, continued ], 


What need have I of any he!p to go where only Pe ice of N 
Rind 1 
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'Tenderneſs for him | 
ſelf for them by forſaking the World, which has nothing 


Nirgin's Vidlory. 181 

Mind is to be found I'll diſcover inſtantly who I 
am, to the Father of my ungratcful Lover ; his Hate 

will do all I could hope for from Aﬀe&ion———he will 

fend me where I no more ſhall hear the Name of him 
who has undone my Quiet. . 00 

Thus did J exclaim till I had no longer Breath, with- 


out ſuffering either Melicoumt or the Count to ſpeak one 
Word; but the former having taken his leave, being 


obliged to go where his own Afflirs required his Pre- 


| ſence, the other made known the Generofity of his 


Soul, in a manner few Men, if any belide bimſelf, could 


put in Practice; inſtead of taking any Advantage of my 
Rage againſt the Marquis, for the Interet of his own 


Paſſion, he employed all his Wit and Eloguence in favour 


of his Rival: he told me, that diſobliging as this proof 

Was of his Love, there could not be a greater than the Jea- 

louſy he expreſt.— He then endeavoured to lay before 

me what Appearances there were, that I merited ſome 
little Reſentment, and begg'd I would not give way to a 

Deſpair, which he was certain would be more afflict ng to 
his Couſin, than any thing I was capable of «doing. 


I ſuffered him to proceed without any interruption 3 


but the Fury with which I was at firſt poſleſt ſubliling by 
degrees, an adequate ſhare of Grief took itz Place, and 
burſting into a Flood of Tears, Ah, my Lord! cried 1, 
I am but too ſenſible of the Truth of what you ſay—your 
amiable Couſin did certainly once love me that he 
does ſo no more is owing to myſelf my Impredzace 


and [1]-management bas forſeited the Pretenſions 1 had 


8. 8 


to his Heart I have been fo unnappy as to diſpl eaſe 
him, perhaps too, to give him {ome Uneaſiness _ 
Q, tell him, my Lord, that I confeis the Faults 1 have 


been guilty of, tho' led into them only by an Exceſs of 
tell him, that I will puniſh my- 


in it for me without his Love. 3 
But I will not trouble the Reader with all the inco- 
herent things I uttered in this terrible Situation; it ſhall 


ſuffice to ſay, that all Monſieur Saint Fal could do, was 


ineffectual to bring me to any tollerable Com poſure of 


F 3 - Mind, 
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Mind, and he was obliged to leave me, it growing 
late, with an infinite Concern. 


The next Day he came again, but found me in the 


fame Diſtraction, Melicourt alſo employed all his leiſure 


Hours, in endeavouring to aſſuage my Griefs; but every 
Attempt to that Purpoſe was in vain. Thoſe two were 


the only Perſons I would fee, and tho' the old Marquis 

moſt earneſtly begg'd to ſpeak with me, I made Bar- 
bara put him off ſometimes on one Pretence, and ſome» 
times on another. As for the Duke 4 


five times at my Lodging without being admitted, in 


one of which, ſince be could not ſee me, he left for me 
a handſome Sum of Money, which the Bounty of the 


King had beſtowed on me, through his Hands, in con- 


_ kderation of the Services my ſuppoſed Huſband had been 
ſaid to have done. But this Favour cauſed me afterwards 
much Trouble, as will be ſeen hereafter in the Courſe of 

theſe Memoirs. Common Gratitude obliged me to ſuffer 

his Grace to be admitted once after this, I thanked him 
for the Recommendations he had given me to the King, 


but received him in ſo cool a Manner, that it was eaſy for 


him to perceive his Viſits were not at all agreeable, and 


teltiked a Concern at it, which convinced me, he was 


55 in ſerious when he told me he loved me. | 
At length I was alfo obliged to ſee the old Marquis, but : 


the Conſtraint I put on myſelf to aſſume a Chearfulneſs 


which was far diſtant to my Heart, was ſuch a Pain 

that I could ſcarce ſupport it, and beſides, counterfeited 
_ 1» ill the Part I endeavoured to act, that a Perſon of infi- 
nitely leſs Penetration than his I had to deal with, might 
have perceived it. The Views he had at that time in 


his Head, however, made him take not the leaſt Notice 


of any Alteration in me, and he always behaved to me 


with the greateſt Good-humour and Complaiſance. 


For eight Days never Creature ſuffered more than I 

did, during all which time J heard nothing of my Lover, 
—from the ſecond Day after I had received that 
cruel Letter neither the Count nor Melicourt ſeemed 


willing to mention his Name, and tho? I ſeldom ſpoke 


Questions 


he had been 
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Queſtious I aſked, by putting others to me foreign to the 
Purpoſe; this ſtrangely perplex'd me, and growing quite 
1mpatient to be kept thus in the dark, in a thing which 


ſo nearly concered me, I at laſt got out of them, that the 
i Marquis had left Ferſaillzs, and wes gone to join his 


Regiment in Germany where the War was broke out. 
What an Addition was this to what I felt before! 
Can Words expreſs what 'twas I ſuffered 


No. 
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| *twas unutterable————inconceivab! ——the very 

= Remembrance, even now bleſtas I am in the utmoſt of 

| 1 my Wiſhes, ſtrikes me with Horror —-[ am able 

| to proceed no farther ; but thoſe who take Intercit 

— I enough in my Story to wiſh ſor the Event muil have Pa- 


tience till I recover myſelf, and continue a penerous Pity - 
for me— they ſhall ſoon fee, that the Happineſs I now 
enjoy has been brought about by all the Trials of For- 
titude and Patience that Woman could ſuſtain. . 


The End ef the EIGHTH PART 
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VIRGIN's VICTORY. 


PART, Ix. 


World, -not excepting the Count De 
Saint Fal or the-obliging Huſband. of 
my dear Saint Agnes: Nothing but the 
J beſt Conſtitution that ever was, could 

have enabled me to ſuſtain the Weight 


* 
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of Anguith, which I then labour'd under I endeavoured 
to bring myſelf to ſome Reſolution where to go; for 
Verſailles and all the Gaieties of it, were now dete ſtable 
to me: I had very often thoughts of diſcovering myſelf 
to my Aunt Barbara, and return with her to the Village. 
As all the NMisfortunes I had undergone, and even the 


Errors I had been guilty of, aroſe from the violent Aﬀec- 
tion J had for the Marquis, not excepting even that for 


which I was forſaken, it ſeem'd as if Providence did not 


approve 


Ned FT ER this laſt mentioned dreadful 
. Shock, I ſhut myſelf up from all the 


4 
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to comply with what I deſired: 
will do fo, 


your Commands— 
from me 


convince him of the Injuftice of his Suſpicions, and bring x 
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approve my Tenderneſs, and I ought in Obedience to the 
divine Will, to lay this voluntary Puniſhment on my ſelf, 


to return to my native Meanneſs, and ſubmit to all che 


additional IIls, which the Inſults, I muſt expect to receive 
for my Behaviour, ſince I left it, muſt inflict upon me. 
I reflected on the Penance Lindamine laid on 
herſelf, in being obliged to relate her unhappy Story 
wherever ſhe came, and thought my Vanity deſerved no 
leſs a Humiliation ; but alas | how little do we know 
ourſelves, that very Vanity which I wi{tvd to mortty, 
| Had fill too much dominion over me, to permit me to 
continue long in this Reſolution ; after a long Struggle, 
5 therefare, : a Ty was the only Retuge I could content 


to take. 
1 then wrote to Saint Tal, deſiring ne would come to 
me immediately, and as ſoon as 1 ſaw him ,conjured him 


Honour and Sincerity are too well known to me, and I 


ſhall not heſitate to entreat you will crown the Work you 
have begun, tis all I ſhall ever aſk of you. 
this, the Tears trickled down my Cheeks, and ri; ang 


As 1 poke 
Sighs obſtructed the Paſſage of my Words: Permit me, 


cried the Count, to {pare you the Trouble of mentioning. 
I know what 'tis you expect 


you would have me overtake the Marqui, 


him to your Feet a Penitent: I will this inſtant go about 


it, and if Deſpair has not rendered him deaf to Reaſon, 


you ſhall be ſatisfied. No, my Lord, rep:ied J, my 
paſt Conduct, as to that Nobleman, has made you put a 
wrong Conſtruction on the preſent- 
purſuing him with my unhappy Love, 1 wiſh not to fze 
him more His Eyes are now opened 
Paſſion in my Favour had blinded him, but he now lees 
the vaſt Diſparity between us, is aſhamed of the Weal:- 
neſs he has been guilty of, and attones for it by abandoning 
mel blame him not for remembring the Dignity 
of his Birth, I only think, he might have quitted me 


-but 1 will tails 
F 5 | 


without cruelly accuſing me; 


Can you doubt if I 
anſwered he? no, my Lord, ſaid I, your 


ſo far from 
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no farther on that Subject the happy Moments; 
in which I indulged too fattering Ideas, muſt now 
buried in eternal Oblivion the Follies into which 
a headſtrong Paſſion hurried me, be puniſhed, my 
Aim now, my only Aim, is to paſs my whole Lite in a 
Convent, and there in the loweſt Station, humble the 
Pride your Couſin's Addreſſes kindled in me ! flatter 
myſelf, that Heaven in Pity of my Vouth and Innocence 
will enable me in Time to get the better of a Tenderneſs. 
which not all his Severities has yet extinguiſhed———my 
conſtant Prayers ſhall be to free my Heart from an Image 
too deeply engraven on it, and my Tears inceſſantly 
poured at the Feet of the holy Altar, will perhaps prevail, 
and reſtore to me that Peace which at preſent is a 
Stranger. | 
I uttered this 1 in A ſo moving, and accompanied 
what I ſaid with a Flood of Tears, that Saint Fal could 
not forbear ſympathizing with me, yet was far from a- 
greeing to my deſire of excluding myſelf from the World 
for ever : he repreſented to me the Danger I ſhould incur 
of being miſerable, where I expected Eaſe ; by ſuffering 
the wortt of 'Torments, that of a too late and fruitleſs 
Remorſe: Deſpair, he told me, would infallibly be the 
Conſequence of ſuch raſh Vows, which would no ſooner 
be made, than I ſnould wiſh to break. He inſinuated 
_ artfully, that I was not of a Diſpoſition for a Cloyſter, 
and that tho' I was at preſent out of Humour with the 
World, Time, or perhaps ſaid he, the Kepentance of my 
- Caalin, might work a Change in my Sentiments. 
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Heile I interrupted him, "and with an Air which was 


not without ſome Mixture of Diſdain in it, no, Count, 
{aid J, tho' I love the Marquis with the utmoſt Tender- 
nels, and I fear in ſpite of my Efforts ſhall always do ſo, 
vet if he ſhould return to his firſt Vows, on no Conſid- 
ation whatever will I ever be prevailed upon to ſee a 
Man more, who has once abandoned me this is 
my fix'd Reſolution, and the whole World ſhall never 
{ſhake it. 

| Monkieur de Saint Fa! ſeemed to thinks 1 very n . 
an What I had ſaid for ſometime without ſpeaking, and 
| „ | when 
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when he did, argued but faintly againſt it: He owned the 
Marquis deſerved I ſhould reſent his haſty Determination 


| hearing at leaſt what I had to ſay in my Defence; but 
ſill inſiſted on the Manner of my doing it. And after 


repeating the ſame Arguments he had before made uſe of, 


againſt my being a Nun, charming Feanetta, ſaid he, 
your Heart is made for Love 
an Imagination to live in a ſtate of Indifference you 


will always love, and what is in Nature cannot be era- 
dicated 


ver be capable of ſuſpecting you. He was going on, 


perhaps to ſpeak even more plain, when Barbara imagi- 


ning, becauſe I had ſent for Saint Tal, I would ſee Com- 
pany as uſual, brought the Duke De———— 
Room. I was a little vex'd, being not in ue to 


ſpeak to any, but thoſe who knew the Cauſe, however 


TI received him with the Civility his Rank, and my late 


* Obligations to him demanded. But I could not ſo far ba- 


niſh the Cloud from my Brow, as to hinder him from per- 
cCeiving it, and after we were ſeated, as I was told Madam, 
ſaid he, you admitted few Viſits for ſome Days paſt, I 


would have choſe rather to deprive myſelf of what I look 
on as my greateſt Happineſs, then have broke in on your 
Privacies, had not an odd Affair happened which I thought 


proper to make you acquainted with 


perhaps, con- 


tinued he, your Ladyſhip knows of it already, and that 
has occaſioned the Uneaſineſs I ſee you under, but, Ma- 
dam, I would not have you diſquiet yourſelf too far, depend | 
upon it, you have Friends who will give you conv mews | 


_ Proofs of their Reſpect for you. 


1 was prodigioully ſurprized at this Diſcoarls, as 1 


could not imagine what new Accident had happened, in 


which I ſhould want the Intereſt of any Friends of his Ac- _ 
quaintance; but as I thought whatever it were, it would 
ſerve as a plauſible Pretence for the Perplexity he found 


me in, I pretended. not to be wholly 1gnorant of what 
| | he 
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that I ought not to have been condemned without 


you have too lively 


would to Heaven that whenever the Object 
changes, it may be in Favour of one, who would make it 
the Buſineſs of his Life to merit you, and who could ne- 
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"1. he came about, but begg'd him to repeat it, having had, 
— 83 as I ſaid, but an imperfect Account, 
ö | Nay, Madam, anſwered he, it ought not to alan 
you thoſe kind of Impoſtures are frequent here, 
and I do not queſtion but all will be ſet right in a Day or 
two: tis true, the Affair might occaſion a good deal 
of Trouble to ſome Ladies, but with you, Madam, whoſe 
Beauty andAccompliſhments have intereſted all the Court 
in your Favour, it is quite otherwiſe; and if there were no 
other Perſons than the Marquis De 1 | 
and myſelf, and the Count here, to eſpouſe your Cauſe, 
I dare anſwer we ſhould be ſufficient to maintain it, againſt 
all ſuch impudent Pretenders. 
Judge kind Reader, how greatly this Prelude heightned 
my Curioſity, Moniieur De Saint Fal, gueſſing at my 
Impatience, and feeling no ſmall Share of it himſelf, de- 
fired the Duke not to keep me in , but relate 
what he knew of this Adventure. 
I think myſelf obliged to do fo, replied he, wa = 
: perhaps it may have reach'd this Lady's Ear, in a man- 
ner very different from Truth. About four Hours ago, 
Madam, a Woman of much the. fame Age with your 
Ladyſhip, tho' not a thouſandth Part ſo lovely, ſent in 
your Name, to beg a Moment's Audience of me; I was 
at that Time very ſull of Company, but not imagining it 
could be any other than yourſelf, I quitted them immedi- 
ately, and went into another Room to receive you; but 
I was ſtrangel y ſurpriz'd to find inſtead of you, a Perſon 
I had never {een before as I did not offer to diſguiſe | 
It, your Grace, faid ſhe, is not the only one, who ex- 
preſſes an Afſtoniſhment at ſeeing me, I have heard the 
whole Court is prejudiced in Favour of a Woman, who 
has taken my Name upon her, and pretending that the 
Count de Roches was. killed in the Service, has received a 
handſome ? reſent from the King: my Huſband, continued 
ſhe, Heaven be praiſed, is Rill living, tho' in an ill ſlate 
of Health, and unable to ſollicit for himſelf, has ſent me 
to Verſailles to implore ſome Portion of his Majeſty's 


Bounty, nor ſhould doubt the Succeſs of my Petition, had 
not this Impotture prevented me. 


That 
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That Word, Madam, continued he, obliged me to 
hinder her proceeding any further, I told her that nothing 


but the Conſideration of her Sex, prevented me from 
treating very ill, a Perſon who ſhould take upon herſelf 
the Name of a Lady, whom I was well acquainted 


with, and had the greateſt Reſpect for; ſo adviſed her 
to make no farther mention of fo impertinent an Affair; 
and added, that if I heard any more of i it, I ſhou d be leſs : 


; ſcrupulous in what Manner I reſented it. 


To this ſhe replied, that it was very unjuſt to NA the 


counterſeit to the real Perſon ; but that ſhe ſaw how mat- 


ters went, and would complain to the War Office; for 


as to the Favours received from the King in her Name, 


ſhe did not ſo much regard that loſs, as the giving out 


that her Huſband was dead, by which Report his Com- 
miſſion might be diſpoſed of to another, and his Family 

ruined—ſhe ſaid much more to the ſame purpoſe, but 1 

was not of a Diſpoſition to hear her, and ſhe went mutter- 
ing away ſince this, I have been told, ſhe has 
actually preſented a Petition to the Council of War, and 

 Offer'd to produce a Certificate from the Colonel of the 
Regiment, in which ſhe affirms her Huſband is a Captain. 


The Secretary has juſt now ſent me a Detail of this 
Affair, and ſeems mclinable to believe the Clamour ſhe 


makes has ſome Foundation ; 1 am therefore, now come, 
Madam, continued he, to know in what manner you & || 
would have me act; for I believe we ſhall be obliged wo. 
_ Prove at the Office, that no Fraud has been put in prac- If 
| tice, and that tho' there ſhould happen to be another of 
the ſame Name, yet that you are the Widow of one Count 
De Roches, who died in the Service, and the Perſon whoſe 


Name was inſerted in the Memorial I preſented in your 


| Behalf; and if you will take my Advice, you will im- : 
mediately put the thing paſt Diſpute, by giving an ac- 
count of the Place and Particulars of your Huſband's Death, 


that a proper Enquiry may be made, and | ves Ladyſhip | 
acknowledged for what you are. 


The Count, who all the Time the Duke was ; ſpeaking 
ſeemed in a deep Study, no leis perplexed than myſelf, 
as he had inngeent been 5 Cauſe of this new Trouble 
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to me, anſwered with a Gaiety, which very much ſur- 
priz d me, that the Woman who called herſelf the Coun- 
teſs De Roches, could only be a Cheat; for ſaid he this 


3 I Lady can bring ſufficient Proofs, in two Hour's Time, 
i 141 who ſhe is But, purſued he, turning to me, I re- 
1 member you told me that urgent Buſineſs obliged you to 
1 go out, tho? your Politeneſs would not permit you to ſay 
PD. beſore his Grace you may therefore, I ſuppoſe, 
8 defer giving the Proof expected from you till to-morrow ? 
1 = —QO by all means, replied the Duke, any time 
| i within theſe three Days will ſuffice ; and I am extremely 
In | concerned, if my. Viſit has detain'd the Lady a Moment, 
19 from proſecuting her Intentions. I ſaw that the Count 
| WF had ſaid this for no other Reaſon than to get rid of the 
| 3-38 Duke, that we might conſult together on what was to be 
„ done, and ſaid, that indeed the Affair which called me 
7 381 abroad, was ſuch as could not be well diſpenſed with, 
. and hoped his Grace would pardon a Rudeneſs, which 
i MNeceflity enforced. He ſaid a thouſand polite Things in 
_ Anſwer to this, and took his Leave: Saint Fal went out 


by a Sign, that he would ſoon be with me again. 
After I was alone, if one can be ſaid ſo to be with a 
_ thouſand tormenting Ideas, I grew more reſolute than 
ever to quit Verſailles, this laſt Adventure had indeed 
rendered my Departure abſolutely neceſſary, and the 
1 33 Count returning immediately, I expreſſed ſuch an Im- 
1 patience to be gone, that he had nothing to oppoſe againſt 


with him to avoid Suſpicion, but gave me to underſtand 


* it. This generous Friend was perfectly overwhelm'd ; 
| with Grief, for having given me this new Diſturbance, | : 
l by making me pais for the Counteſs De Roches, but as 


1 384 he knew not there was any ſuch Perſon in being, it was 
1 impoſlible\ for him to foreſee the ill Conſequences attending 
1 What he had done; but I told him it availed nothing to 


reflect on the pat, Time was too precious to be loſt in 
1 Diſcourſes of this Nature, and I muſt now think of ſ: 
' 15-38 _ curing myſelf, from any ſuch Vexations for the future; 
| WW 1 therefore reiterated my Requeſt, of being conducted to 
15/8 a Monaſtery, whence, I faid, nothing ſhould prevail upon 
Wt me to go out, for the whole remainder of my Liſmdſſ. 


Monſieur 


covery 
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MNMonſieur De Saint Fal perceiving I was ſo bent upon 
it, and that all he had ſaid to diſſuade me, ſerved only to 
make me find more Arguments for what I had deter- 
mined, very artfully defiſted an) Attempt to alter my 
| Opinion, but told me, that *till things were prepared 


for my being received into a Convent, it was proper 1 
ſhould retire ſomewhere. 'This I agreed to, and the next 


Morning was fix d for my parting from Yer /ailles ; and 


in order to deceive Madam De Gennewal, whom we had 
all the Reaſon in the World to diſtruſt, Saint Fal acquain- 
ted her, that being ſtraitned for Room, I had taken a 
_ Houſe, which I intended to furniſh, expecting very ſoon 


an Increaſe of my Family 


She who ſuſpected no- 


thing of the Truth, made anſwer that ſhe was ſorry to 
loſe me, but ſuppoſed I was going to be married, and as 
ſoon as I thought proper to declare it, would not fail 
coming to congratulate me. The Count anſwer'd her 
| only with a Smile, and that inquiſitive Woman imagi- 
ning the Thing v was as ſhe fad, _ enquired no more 28 


0 | Early the next a as we had concerted, all my 
Furniture was taken down; but inſtead of being remo- 
ved to the Place intimated to Madam De Gennewal, it 
was conveyed by one of the Count's Servants to Paris, | 
| on Carriages hired for that Purpoſe. 
Jjuſt before my Departure, I ſent for Monficur Molicenre 5 
= and acquainted him with my Journey, and the Mo- 
tives of my undertaking it; promiſing to write to him, 
| as ſoon as I was fix'd, that he might ſend me an Account 


of his Affairs from Time to Time. He teſtified the ut- 


moſt Senſe of my Regard for him, and ſaid he hoped to 
be at Paris, ina ſhort Time, and would then infallibly 
wait upon me 
When we deſire moſt 1 Fortune for the moſt 
part throws B N in the Way to endanger a Diſ- 
I —Saint Fal ſet out before me on Horſeback, 
aud was to wait for me ata ſmall Village near Perſailles, 
1 went with Barbara in a Poſt-Chaiſe, which he had 
provided for me, and was bleſſing Heaven, for having 
made my _ without any croſs Accident interveening, 


when 
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when turning towards the great Alley, I met a Coach 
and Six, in which I ſaw the old Marquis De L-Y/—, 
he paſs'd cloſe by me, and tho' I was pretty much muffled 
up, I could diſcern he knew me, by the Earneſtneſs of 
his Looks and a Smile; what he diſcovered in my Coun- 
tenance I know not, but 1 believe there was Confuſion 
and Fear eaſy to be read in it, but we preſently loſt Sight 
of him: My Chaiſe went at a great rate, and purſued the 
Road to Paris, and his Coach drove on to YVer/a:lles. 
As he did not ſtop, nor as I could perceive ſent any Body 
aſtei me, I flattered myſelf, that the Surprize I had been 
In, was all the Conſequence of this Rencounter. _ | 
Tho' I had but a ſhort Way to go before I met the : 
Count, yet did many Reflections run through my Mind 
in that Time, the Unkindneſs of my dear Marquis 
was ſtill the molt predominant—He no longer loves me, 
cried I to myſelf, he abandons me to be the Sport of 
Fortune, and intereſts himſelf no more in what ever ſhall 
befall me- Ali ! that I could behave with the ſame 
that I could free my Heart from 
his too enchanting "ig I am told I am formed 
for ſoft Delires—that Love has the greateſt Share in my 
Compoſition, why then cannot I reward the Services of the 
moſt generous Man on Earth—the complaiſant, the ten- 
der, the faithful Saint Fal —he never would have 
uſed me thus—— then began to think how happy I 
Might be, if could once bring myſelf to love the Count. 
| and, as in theſe Monoins I wiſh'd to do fo, I took 
| Pains to recolle& all he had done for me, his Difinte- 
reſtedneſs, his Politeneſs, his noble Behaviour, and when 
I made a Compariſon between the Marquis and him, with 
regard to me, the one ſeemed an ungrateful, the other a 
__ conſtant Lover; and tho' I was far from being able to 
change the Object of my Paſſion, yet 1 look'd on it as a 
Proof of the greateſt Weakneſs in me. Theſe Medita- 
tions remained with me, till I arrived at the Place ap- 
pointed, and Sainl Hal waited for me with a livery Coach, 
into which I went with him, and ſet Barbara on a Forte 
ſending back the Chaiſe, in order to prevent the Place 1 
was going th, from being ſuſpected, 


ain un. 1 
No Difficulties attended our Journey, we arrived at 
Paris in good Time, and Saint Fal conducted me to a 
neat handſome Apartment, conſiſting of four Rooms and 
a Kitchen. I thanked him in the moſt obliging Manner, 
for the Care he had taken of every T hing, and thinking 
my ſelf happy in ſuch a Friend, appeared infinitely more 
chearful than could be expected from a Perſon in the 
Situation I then was in, and the Deſpair I had ſo lately 
teſtified : He was charmed with the Change he found in 
me, and as he has fince acknowledged, nothing but the 
Apprehenſions that betraying any Tranſports might 
have rendered me more determined of retiring to a 
Cloyſter, hindered him from throwing himſelf at my 
Feet, and expreſſing his Satisfaction in the moſt tender 


and paſſionate Term. what a Proof of Delicacy 
did he give in putting this Reſtraint upon himielf— 
how few Men there are that are capable of acting in that 
manner, and how much ought a Woman that contract 
a Friendſhip with ſuch a one to value him ! 5 
We ſupp'd together, and the next Day he came again 
to viſit me, I would needs keep him to dine, and after the 
Cloth was taken away, he deſired I would examine my 
little Library, to which he told me he had made ſome 
Addition. I complied with his Requeſt, and found ſe- 
veral entertaining Books, which I had never ſeen before; 
among them were the celebrated Novels of Madam de 
Gomez, the Title of one pleaſing me extremely, I ſingled 
it out with a Deſign of amuſing myſelf with it, after he 
. and this gave him an Opportunity of entring 
int iſcourſe of thoſe little Treatiſes. e 
There is nothing, ſaid he, that gives a better turn to the 
Mind, than reading ſuch Hiſtories, wrote in this manner, 
for whether there be any thing of reality in them or not, 
Virtue is always inculcated—————a Nobleneſs of Soul is 
always repreſented in the moſt lively Colour, and its 
- Contrary rendered ſo diſagreeable, that whoever finds in 
_ » themſelves the leaſt likeneſs of ſuch a Picture, will, if 
not hardned in Vice, endeavour to put another mode 
upon their way of Thinking. Beſides, there are many 
who would fly a grave Remonſtrance, are inſenſibly led | 
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ture to imitate the good Examples contained in them 


his Inconſtancy ſets him below my Notice 
even now he offers to another thoſe Vows, that Heart 
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by the gay turn generally found in Writings of this Na- 


no Inſtruction makes ſo great an Impreſſion on the 
Mind, as that which is conveyed through the Canal of 
Pleaſure———there i is a Love of Liberty ſo inherent 

to Mankind, that any Thing that carries with 1t the 


air of Compulſion is ſure to be avoided; but it is my 


Opinion, that the rougheſt Nature in the World may be 
ſoothed into Good-manners, and be capable of doing 


every Thing that can be wiſhed, when the Change ſhall 


ſeem to come from itſelf alone. 
He ſaid many more things to the ſame P pod 5 


concluded with an Apology for having been ſo tedious ; 


for, ſaid he, I fear I am fo unf. e as not to enter 


upon thoſe Subjects of Converſation that are moſt agree- 
able to you. I aſſured him that he could ſpeak of very 
few Things, that would not be rendered ſo by his manner 
of expreſſing. He returned this Complement with a 5 
low Bow, and then ſaid, charming Feanetta, how _ 


truly amiable is your Mind, that can lay fuch a Reſtraint 
on yourſelf to oblige your Friends. I have now enjoyed 
the Pleaſure of your Society for almoit two Days, yet 
you have never once mentioned the Marquis ; in ſpeaking 


_ theſe Words, he looked me full in the Face, as tho' he 


would read my inmoſt Thoughts, whatever Gloſs * 


* put upon them by my Words. 


felt my Heart flutter, and an unuſual Warmth 0're- 
ſpread my Cheeks at that Inſtant; but calling all my 


Courage to my Aid, why my Lord, cried I, would you | 
remind me of a Man I am defirous of forgetting ?— = 
why would you recall any Reflections of what has been, 


fince it is now ſo no more: 


the Struggle is hard; 


but ſtill I flatter myſelf Reaſon will get the better of an 


1l]-treated Softneſs no, continued I, with an Air 
of Haughtineſs, great as he is by Blood, his Inſtability, 


perhaps 


he a theuland Times has worn ſhould. never be but 
mine, 


Oh! 


pet feared to know 
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Oh! what a Medley is a Lover's Mind! what contra- 
dictory Ideas riſe in the ſame Inſtant thwarting each 
other; while I ſpoke, Indignation and Tenderneſs had 


an equal ſhare in my divided Heart at once I hated 
and loved. The Count was too quick-Aghted not to 
diſcover this Truth, and with a Sigh which ſeemed to 


rend his Breaſt, Ah, Feanetta! Feanetta, cried he! this 
Anger of yours informs me but too well of what! longed, 
the Marquis ſtill is, and will 


be ever dear to you, and Saint Fal forever wretched— 
but I revere and adore the Mouth that pronounces my 


Doom, and before eight Days are paſt, will give you a 
convincing Proof, that my Paſſion for you is greater even 


than yours for my too agreeable Couſin, and that is go- 
ing to the greateſt heighth it can arrive at. 
Ihe Surprize I was in at theſe Words, whoſe Meaning 


J could not comprehend, and yet ſeemed to imply ſome . 
great Deſign, ſhewed itſelf in my eager Reply. What 


Proofs, cried I, and in ſo ſhort a Time? what 


relation can any Tang of your Affection have to that of 
the Marquis? 


Alas! reſumed he, bor impoſſible is it ab you, : 


Madam, to conceal how precious he is to ou 


you would not have been thus impatient for unriddling 


this Myſtery, had my Words regarded only myſelf ; but, 
for your Puniſhment, added he, with a forced Smile, 


I Will not eaſe you of this Suſpence, till I have your 
Promiſe not to think of going to a Monaſtry till n 


return. 


Return! ſaid I, more amazed, whether are you : 


going? Ah, my Lord, you will not forſake me ſure, 


till you have ſeen me ſettled according to my wiſh ? 
How obliging, replied he, would be that fear in other 


Circumſtances Ah ! Count, interrupted I, can you 
make a doubt of the F riendſhip I have for you, which I 


| owe to you, and which you are ſo truly worthy Of-—— 
take not a Pleaſure therefore in giving me theſe Alarms 


hat Riddle is this, that is not to be ſolved, but 
on Condition ? T conjure you add not to my Diſ- 
quiets that of Uncerainty—.—believe J cannot reſt 


e While 
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while I think there is any thing relating to you that 
requires Concealment. 


Ah! Madam, cried he, lifting up his Eyes, how 
greatly am I indebted to your Friendſhip———would to 


Heaven the leaſt ſhare of this kind Concern proceeded 
from a ſofter Motive; but I muſt be content, nor ſuffer 


you to continue longer in Suſpenſe 


know then, moſt 


_ adorable of your Sex, purſued he, that my Duty calls 
me to the Army, where I ought to have been ſooner, 


if I could have prevailed on myſelf to have left you ſur- 


rounded with the Perplexities you were in at Yerſailles ; 
but as you are now without all Queſtion, ſafe from my. 


Uncle's Enquiries, I go with more Tranquility 


1 ſhall fee the Marquis the Moment I reach the Regi- — 
ment, and in eight Days time you ſhall have an Account 
of his Behaviour, and Sentiments concerning you 75 
whatever they may be at preſent, I ſhall ſoon convince 
him how d#lſerving you are of his Affection, and probably 
my Letter to you will be accompanied with one from 
him no leſs ſatisfactory, than the laſt you received from 
him was the contrary. 


O Love, how rel art thou ! the Count had 20 


ſooner given me hopes of being ſtill dear to the Mar- 
quis, and that I again ſhould ſee him, the fond, the 
_ engaging Adorer he had been, than my Soul imbibed 
the rapturous Idea, and felt immeaſurable Delight 
I now no longer regretted the Departure of Monſieur. 


de Saint Fal, on the contrary I wiſhed him gone 
my Thoughts out-ſtrip'd the Wind; he had not left off 


ſpeaking a Moment before my Imagination preſented him 


talking to my Lover, atteſting my Innocence, all 


Things cleared up, the dear Man at my Feet, entreating 


Pardon for his unjuſt Suſpicions, a Reconciliation, mu- 
tual Tranſports, and ten Thouſand Day Dreams, which 
none but thoſe who love with an equal ſhare of Warmth 
and Delicacy can be capable of concealing. 

Monſieur de Saint Tal pretending not to obſer ve what N 


paſſed in my Heart, tho' as he afterwards told me it was 


eaſy enough to be read in my Countenance, entertained 


me 0n indifferent Thing, for which I was not a little 


diſobli __ 3 
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diſobliged: I had forbad him to ſpeak of the Marquis 


to me, but I now did not thank him for obeying my 


Commands : The flattering Idea of being again beloved 


by him, fo took up all my Thoughts, that 1 wiſhed * 


ſpeak of no other Topick. 
At laſt this noble ſpirited Friend took his 150 and 
while doing ſo, { could perceive ſome Tears trickle down 


his Cheeks, in ſpite of his Endeayours to reltrain them, 
and juſt as he left the Room, beautiful Feanetta, ſaid he, 


make yourſelf as eaſy as poſſible, 


be aſſured you 


ſhall ſoon hear of me, and of him likewiſe whom you 
maoſt wiſh to be informed of: "Theſe Words reminding me 


that he ſaw through all the Efforts I made for diſquiſing 
my Affection for the Marquis, made me call him back, 
and engage the moſt ſolemn Promile from him not to inter- 


op: fere too far in my behalf—the Thought of making any 
advances on my Part, was equal almoſt to the loſs of 
him, and in ſpite of all my Tenderneſs, I diſdained to 


owe his return to any other motive than his Love. I 


made him alſo give me his Word and Honour to write 
me a full Account of all that paſſed between him and 
his Couſin with regard to me, without ſuppreſſing the 
| leaſt Circumſtance on any Conſideration whatever; and 


in return for this, aſſured him I would not make an: 


alteration in my way of Life, much leſs think of a 
Monaſtery till he returned. 


The firit Day after the Departure of this incomparable 
Friend I was very much dejected: Solitude ſeemed 
frightful to me, and indeed it muſt be confeſſed, that a 


young Perſon ſuch as I was, without any Acquaintance, 
any Diverſion, mult be at a great loſs how to paſs her 
Time my only Comfort was in the expectation of 


bearing ſoon from the Camp; the charming hope that 
Saint Fal had inſpired me with of the Marquis's ſtill 


loving me, gave me ſometimes ſuch Spirits, that whoever 
had ſeen me would not have ſuſpected I had any thing to 


trouble me; but then at others I kad different 8 | 


ments, and could not perſuade myſelf I ſhould ever ſee 
him more I was one Moment all Extaſy of 
Joy the next all Sorrow and Deſpair | 
_ kpping, doubting, perplexed, I would walk whole 
| Ha 
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118 The Virtuous Villager ; or, 

; Hours together, backwards and forwards, looked through 
| the Windows, without having any Object in view— 
went from one Room to another, without knowing 


| why, and fatigued myſelf more than if I had been em- 
. ployed in ſome laborious Work: when the Mind is 
| greatly oppreſſed it always obliges the Body to feel ſome 
| "mare. | | | . 


At laſt I betook myſelf to Reading, and the Relief I 

; found in it is inexpreſſible. La Belle Aemblie was a 
{] Book that infinitely pleaſed me: the vaſt Variety of Ad- 
# ventures it contains, the many fine, and always juſt Quo- 
| _ tations from Hiſtory, both amuſed and inſtructed me, 
' while the excellent Leſſons of Virtue and Morality every 
where inculcated, ſerved to ſtrengthen me in thoſe Prin- 

; 

4 


| _ Ciples, I had always made it my Reſolution to con- 
F tinue in. Next to this, I was moſt delighted with the _ 
1 Works ot Meſſieurs De Crebillon and De Marivaux ; had 
it not been an Indecorum, for a young Woman, to ſeek 
the Acquaintance of Men, I ſhould have endeavoured to 
have obtain'd theirs; and very much en vyed the Happi- 


| | _ neſs of thoſe who enjoyed the Couverſation of ſuch agree- 
K able Perſons. Nor do | think myſelf to blame in this 
1 particular, *tis ungrateful, methinks, not to allow ſome 
1 Portion of our Favour to thoſe whoſe Writings pleaſe us; 
F and, alſo, a very high Injuſtice to ſufter ourſelves to ad- 


mire the Books, and at the ſame Time deſpiſe the Authors, 
| 'tho' this is too common a Practice: And fince I have 
| come to more knowledge of the World, I have often ob- 
ſerved Volumes in the Libraries of the great, moſt rich- 
ly bound and gilt, while thoſe who have laid ont their 
© Brains in the compoling them, have been cloath'd in 
| Rags; but then it muſt be confeſs'd, that it is only 
among a certain Number, who have taken it into their 
| Heads to diſcourage every thing, that has more Wit than 
themſelves. For my own Part, I ſhall always acknow- 
ledge, that if I have any thing amiable in Converſation, 
1 owe that Advantage to Reading; and I would recom- 
mend to all thoſe of my Sex, who would wiſh to create a 
taſting Admiration,. to paſs a great Part of their Time 
| in a Cloſet of well choſen Books, = | 
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Time, in this Employment, glided away with much 


leſs Anxiety than it had done before, and I began to find 
no want of any other Society, till one Morning as 1 
was getting out of Bed, my Ears were agreeably ſur- 


priz d with one of the moſt melodious Voices I had ever 


| heard. I could eafily diſtinguiſh it proceeded from a 
| Perſon of my own Sex, and was in the Apartment over 
me: from that Moment I wiſh'd to be acquainted with 


her, and Barbara informing me, that it was a young 


Lady who lodged in that Floor, I ſent my Compliments _ 
to her with an Invitation to come down; the very readily 
_ complied with my Requeſt, and in the Aiternoon made 
me a Viſit. | | 
Her Appearance was no leſs agreeable than her Voice 
had been, ſhe was three or four and twenty, had a fine 
Face and Shape, and ſomewhat in her Air that made me 
think her a Woman of Condition, which her Diſcourſe 
| afterward confirmed, ſhe making mention of ſeveral Per- ” 
ſeons of Quality, who were related to her. - 
| She had beſides her other Perfections an infinity of Wit, 0 
and even in this firſt Viſit ſo agreeably entertain'd me, 

khat I was quite impatient for a ſecond. She ſeem'd to 
have taken no leſs a Fancy to me, and we became in a 


mort Time as intimate, as if we had known each other 
from our Infancy. 


We dined together almoſt every Day, but generally 


paſs'd the Afternoon in our reſpective Apartments, I ex- 


preſs'd ſo much my Deſire of living a retired Life, that 
the, who ſaw a great deal of Company, d:d not judge it 


Proper to break in upon my Manner, any more than 1 
to be a Witneſs of who came to her- 
our Reaſons for being ſeparate at thoſe Hours, tho' mine 
were vaſtly different from hers, as it afterwards proved, 
Indeed, I was ſo charmed with her Converſation, that 
could 1 have enjoyed it alone, I could have been glad 
never to have been ſeparated from her; but an Adventure 
ſoon after happened, which ſhewed me, ſhe had a way of 
living, which I little ſuſpected, and alſo convinced me how 
dangerous a thing it is, to enter into an Intimacy witn 
A Perſon of one”: s OWN Ser, without being previouſly ac- 


in fine, we had 


quainted 


— — by Eats ee —— 2 — 
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| e with their Morals and Characters. What ha- 


zards do young Creatures, with any tolerable Share of 


Beauty run, when left to themſelves ! How little are they 
able to forſee the Snares laid for them, too often by their 


own Sex! Without a great deal of Prudence, and that too 


ſupported by Advice, Virtue may be ſurprized! into Ruin, | 


even when it thinks itſelf molt ſafe Happy 1s it 


for me, I did not buy this Experience too dear; for 

which 1 think myſelf not all indebted to my own Diſcre. 
tion, but, as I have often ſaid, to the Interpoſition of an 
_ all-ruling Providence, which ever ſnatch'd me from the 


Precipice of Infamy and Deſtruction, when I was the 
neareſt falling into it. 


One Evening, I was refleQing with great Ay 


that I had not yet heard from the Camp: NMlonſieur 


the Count De Saint Fal, having ever been the molt punc- 


tual Man in the World, and as he had aſſured me that he 
would write immediately on his Arrival, nothing could 
be more ſtrange, than that three whole Weeks were elap- 


ſed without my receiving any Letter. My Imagination 
therefore was on the Rack, to aflign ſome Motive ſor 
this Omiſſion, when Madamoiſelle F uniaz tor ſo my 


new Acquaintance was called, came into my Chamber, 
and aſk'd me if I would not do her the Faycur to ſup 


with her. I have been unuſually, dull all this Day 


faid ſhe, I know nothing but yourſelf that can diſhipate * 
_ a Melancholy for which I can aſeribe no Cauſe 2 


came then, my Dear, and help to chace away this Fit of N 


the Spleen. The Humour I was in that Moment, ſo 
much reſembled what ſhe deſcribed, that 1 preſentiy 
accepted her Invitation, and went with her into her 
Apartment. 

The Entertainment me gave me was very elegant, 
and render'd much more ſo by her enlivening Conaver- 


ſation, as dull as ſhe pretended to have been, her ipark- @ 
ling Wit adding a thouſand Graces to all the little Stories i 
ſhe told for my Amulement infinitely charin'd me———— 
in the height of her Gaiety, however, ſhe let fall ſome 


Words which I could not fincerety approve, ad lome- 
mes mens me look very grave, but ſhe rallied. me g 
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my over great Nicety, as ſhe termed it, mimicking the 
Countenance I put on, whenever ſhe ſaid any thing 


that I thought ſeemed too free, and by that Means obli- 


ged me to quit it for a Smile. Are we not alone, {aid 


| the, and may we not, as we are of the ſame Sex, indulge | 


_ alittle Liberty in Converſation, by way of Comp denla- 
tion, for the ſevere Reſtraint we are obliged to put on 
ourſelves before the Men. 


This Woman was certainly the moſt al Creature 
that ever was, as will appear by the Stratagem ſhe had 


contrived to bring about, what by any other Means ſhe 


imagined impracticable. As ſhort as our Acquaintance: 


Mas, ſhe might eaſily be convinced I was virtuous 
I had no Men that vilited me, I liv'd without doing any 
thing for my Support, ſo that all ſhe could think was, 


that I was a young Widow in good Circumſtances, and : 


ſo much concern'd for the loſs of my Huſband, that I 
_ avoided all Company. I had been one Day at Church 


With her, where an Acquaintance of hers ſeeing me, be- 


came very much enamour'd with me; and, as it after- 
wards proved, engaged her to introduce him to my Com- 
pany. But this was no eaſy thing for her to do, though 
in Order to effect it, ſhe had for ſeveral Days preſs'd me 
to make one at Quadrille in her Apartment; but I plain- 


+ oe 1y told her, I was reſolved to make no new Acquain- 
_ tance, and excepting herſelf, would ſee no Company; on 


which ſhe gave over her Importunities ; but not her De- 


ſign upon me, the Baſeneſs of which will preſently ap- 
pear, and the narrow Eſcape I had, I hope will be a 


Warning to my Sex, how they enter too precipitately 
into any Intimacy with Strangers. 

In order to chear my Spirits, as ſhe ſaid, this infinu- 
ating Creature was continually filling my Glaſs with a 


ſmall Muſcadine Wine, the Flayour of which, notwith- - 


ſtanding my natural Temperance, pleas'd me ſo much, 


that I drank more than was cuſtomary with me. By 


Degrees I grew exceeding chearful, and at laſt went fo 
far as a Song, which till then I had never done in her 
Company. Mademoiſelle Funia was fo delighted with 
Ws Sweetneſs of my Voice, or ds to be ſo, that 
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to any body but my dear Saint Clare 
join with us in the Frolick ; but as for any other, make 


ern ——⏑ü 8 — — 
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I was eaſily prevaibd upon to ſing again; and when TI 


had done, well, ſaid ſhe, you are certainly in the right to 


ſhut yourſelf up from the Rlen, for if they once were ac- 
quainted wich you, you would have no I ruce from their 


Sollicitations 
1 was not indebted to her ſor this Compliment, but 


return'd it with equal Politeneſs, and I am ture with 
much more Sincer:ty. After which, looking on me with a 
great deal of Sucetneſs, you little know how trolicklome _ 
4 am, ſaid ſhe; but as much as you praiſe me, and ima- 
vine yourſelf acquainted with my Shape and Air, I 


would venture any Wager you will not believe, preſent- 


ly, that J am the real Funia your Friend. I offer'd to 
_ ſtake on that Head ; no, no, reſumed ſhe, Jam certain 
of your loſing, and don't deſire to win your Money. 

I'II cell you, therefore, before-hand, how I will diſguiſe 


myſelf: I love prodigiouſly to a& the Part of a Man, 


my Woman can tell you how naturally I do it, and 


have a rich Suit for that Purpoſe, whenever I have a 


Mind to be innocently merry,———Pl go and dreſs 
my ſelf, continued ſhe, and you ſhall hear how I can 
make Love. I burſt out into a Fit of Laughter at the 
Oddity of this Whim ; but told her, that I was poſi- 


tive that whatever Diſguiſe ſhe put on, ſhe would be al- 


ways agreeable. 


Juit as I was ſpeaking, ſomebody knock'd at the 
Door? Ah! my good Ged, cry'd ſhe, who 1s this now, 


that comes to interrupt us? Go continued ihe 


to her Chambermaid, ſee who it is, I am not at home 
ſhe wall 


ſome Excuſe, 
This Order made me eaſy, for belides that I was not 


dreſs'd, I had laid it down as a Rule, that I would ſee 
no Company. The Lady whom Funria had mentioned 
enter'd immediately, and was ſo agreeable, that I was 


not at all concern'd ſhe had been admitted. Having 


been inform'd of the little Comedy her Friend was go- 


ing to act; I am glad of ic, ſaid ſhe, for though I have 
ſeen you do it a hundred 1 1 believe, yet 1 ſhould 


er | 


myſelf attempted to pluck off his Maſlz, then ſeeming 


. *PY. of Jake. _ 


when l heard the 3 Jani ſay to Saint Clar es [ 
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_ never be weary : You cannot imagine, Madam, conti- 


nued ſhe, addrefling herſelf to me, how very diverting 
ſhe is- you would ſwear ſhe was a real Man. 
About ſix Months ago, ſhe was thus diſguiſed in the 
Country— made Love to a very pretty Woman, 


who, Knowing nothing of the N was charn'd 
with her in good earneſt; the unravelling the Myſtery 
was whimſical enough, for though ſhe had reſolv'd never 


to marry, the Addreſſes of Fania gave her an Inclination 


in Favour of the Sex; and ina Fortnight after, ſhe be- 
came the Wife of one who for Years had purſ! ved her i in 


vain. This Story made me laugh, and begin to be im- 
patient for the Proof how good a Mimick the Was- 


| the did not make me wait long, for going into another 


Room with her Maid, in order to dreſs as fſaid, left 


_ Saint Clare to entertain me in the mean Time. 


In leſs time than I expected out came a Gentleman 


richly habited, he threw himſelf at my Feet, and be- 


haved with all the Tenderneſs of the molt reſpectſul 
Lover.- —Mademoilelle Saint Clare laugh'd immo— 
derately, and every Moment cry'd to me, does ſhe not do 


it excellently ; beyond Imagination, anſwer'd I; but why 
does ſhe wear a Vizard? If we had laid any W ager on 
my not knowing her in this Habit, if that had not been 
out of the Queſtion, I ſhon!d have taken the Liberty to 
have drawn Stakes. O! ſaid the other, ſhe wears that 
Maſk, which is very handſome, to make the thing look 
more natural; we Women you know have always a 


certain Modeſty in our Faces, which does not agree with a 
Maſculine Habit. This paſſed very well with me, and 
I ſuffer d my Gallent to preſs my Hands, and careſs me 
in a very amorous Manner; on which growing more 
bold, he put his Arm about my Wailt, and I to revenge 


oftended at my Coyneſs he carried his Devoirs to Sint 


Clare, then turned to me again; while I ſuſpecting no 
manner of Deceit, ſuffer'd myſelf to be very much di- 
verted with this Metamorphoſis, for I believe near an 


Hour; but, good God! how was 1 thunderſtruck, 


am 
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am quite tired of this dumb Shew, for Heaven's ſake 
contrive ſome way to put an End to it ſhe is a 
lovely Creature. | 
How ought I to bleſs Providence, who that Inſtant, 
frighted as I was, inſpired me with a Preſence of Mind 
to avoid the Snare laid for me. I found now the Trick 
put upon me, and that all had been a Pictence to intro- 
duce a Man, who could have no other than a diſhonour- 
able Intention, and this alſo manifeſting what Company 
J was in, terribly alarm'd me: However, I ſhewed not 
the leait Uneafineſs, but under the Pretence of giving 
ſome Orders, which I had juſt then thought of, to Ba 
bara, I went down Stairs, and being got into my Apart- 
ment, made all the Doors to be fait locked and bolted. 
As I did not return, Fania came down, and knock'd 
at the Door; but my Aunt Barbara, to whom I had told 
the Story, refuſed to open it, ſaying I was not well and 
Was going to Bed. The other inſiſted on ſpeaking to 
me, as did Mademoiſelle Saint Clare who alſo came 
down; but all their Entreaties were ineffectual, and 125 p 
were obliged to go back. 
7 hough I was very poſitive in my Mind, that it was 
really a Man whom Junia had ſubſtituted in her Place, 
yet I was reiolved to be more aſſured that I did not 
u rong her by a falſe Conjecture; I fat up till I heard 
Saint Clare come down, and looking through the Key- 
hole, could perceive ſhe was led by the very Perſon whom 
they would have impoſed upon me for Funia: Though 
they ſpoke very low, I being very attentive, heard 
enough to convince me, my Ruin had been agreed upon, 
and to have been compleated that Night. I ſhudder'ds. 
while I reflected on the intended - monſtrous Piece of-“ 
Villany, and reſolved henceforward to be very circum" 
ſpect, and always upon my, Guard. 
Funia, who no doubt expected to have been a Bp - 
derablg Gainer had her Plot ſucceeded, could not but 
| be very much mortified at the Diſappointment ; ſhe had 
Fl the Aſſurance, as what will not Women of her ha.. 
1 racer attempt, to come the next Morning to make me 4 
| 4 V it, but Barbara would not admit her: She com- | 
| : 8 Plaiu'd 
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plain'd of this Uſage, and ſaid, ſhe thought I had been 


a Woman of more Senie, than to quarrel with her for. 


a harmleſs Frolick ; all which I taking no Notice of, 
ſhe wrote to me, but I ſent her Letter back unopen' a3 
and ſhe, finding my Reſentment was not to be appeas'd 
and, I ſuppoſe, fearing I might ſpeak of this ei 
ture, ſo as to have her manner of Life call'd in queſtion, 
removed in three 4 after from her Lodging, and 1 
for ſome time neither ſaw nor heard an) thing of her. 
I had now ſufficient Matter to employ my B 


I receiv'd two Letters, the one from the Camp, and the 
other from Verſæilles; as I could not imagine who ſhovld 


write to me from thence, having left no e 
behind me, that I could ſuppoſe knew I was at Paris, 


my Curioſity prevail d,even above my Love for the Mar- 
quis; and though I paſhonarely jong'd to hear ſome. 


News of him, yet the firſt I open'd was that from Fer- 


allles, where to my ine xpreſſible Aſtoniſhment 1 found 
theſe Lines. 


The Marguis He Li Eee 7s 


Jeanerta 9e N 


IN, vain you i fly me- 


deceiving my S ou of a Quality 


you Hume, or wherever you conceal yourfelf, I jpall al. 
vas know where you are, and in what manner you paſs 


your Time, 


I can eaſily comprehend how much this 


ci alarm ou, and the Apprehenfions avhich muſt natu- 
rally riſe in you, at fo unexpefted an Event; but they 
_ ought to vaniſp, when give you my Word and Hon, 


that fo far from doing you a Prejudice, the Kio: wledge T 
Hawe of you, ſhall turn avhelly to your Advantage. 
| Believe me, beautiful Maid, Jam more your Friend, 


than ever I was your Enemy, and inflead gf An. Ping | 


you am reſelved to fix your laſting e 
Doubt not of what I ſay, a Man of my Age. 
and Character in the World is above Deceit, and on ng 


Conſideration can be tempted id fas 42 Promiſe once 
G made. 
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in wain flatter 1 ith 
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_ made. Be you on your Part as . ncere 
an open Confidence in me will make me more your Friend, 
than you can poſſibly imagine. Above all ne 


therefore, beware haw you enter into any Meaſures that 


the Fear of me may ſuggeſt. Tomorrow J. Hall be at 


—— 


3 'aris, obere I expe you wwill not endeavour to avoid 


my Hit; and as I am acquainted qvith Jour Virlue, 7 


7050 be Jour oon Faul. if you don't receive condincing 


8 


e , the Value I [ct p01 it 


is. all you. vill be put 10 


then, charming Jeanetta, ou will have Reaſon to bleſs the 
Chanxcl which braugli you to meet me at the Tun. 


Your Godfather and F riend, 


If n my Reader os not ho help me out 1 the | 


Force of Imagination, it will be impoſſible for any De- 


ſcription I am able to give, to form a true Idea of what 
Heavens ! cry'd 
I, have pity on me and aſſiſt me !— —What can 

have occaſion'd fo ſtrange an Alteration what 


I felt after reading this Letter. 


How can he fix 


can be the old in 5 ; Deſigns ?— 
my Happineſs 1 
me undergo ? 
. bis * has given me up — renounced 
me, and to put a ſure End to any future Claim I might 


make, has barbarouſly ſacrificed me to his Father's Re- 
ſjentments=———t muſt be ſo, continued I, this in- 
eenſe Parent ſatisfied with this, lays aſide his Hatred 


and Revenge, and either through Generoſity or Policy, 
will ſettle me in ſuch a manner, as to prevent any fu- 
ture Interconrſe between me and my ungrateful Lover, 


in caſe he ſhould relent, and be willing to perform his 


Vows.- This is what he calls fixing my Happineis, 
and my well endagny it, 15 the Trial he mentions 
well then let it be ſo- 
tempt to fly from an My oidable Deſtiny. 


-[ will 


it 


bs fabmic with Fame * en to my Doom, and if 


One Trial more 
[ am 3 miſtaken, if, 
4 ie Gold, 9 401 not Bist brighter by the Teft, and 


Yo. — 


What rial is it he will make 
Ab, ſaid J again, it is too plain 


-I no longer will at- 


Letter. 


great Share you have in it. 
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it be a Cloiſter, will paſs the remainder of my Days in 
_ Warnings to my Sex, to beware of the faithleſs Vows. 


of barbarous, inconſtant Man! 

Theſe Excla rations were ſucceeded by a Torrent of 
Tears, which guſh'd in ſuch Abundance from my Eyes, 
that for ſome time Thad not Power to read my other 
—Nor, indeed, was my impatience for rhe 
Contents, in any Proportion equal to what it had been ; 


expected to find in it nothing but Confirmations of 
the young Marquis's Ingratitude and Cruelty ; however, 


Lat Jaſt ventured to open it, and received a treſh Subject 
for Tears and Comp! inne | 


To the moſt adorable Jeanette. 


I Should mt till: now. "paw 4: Jay 4 W, riting, wy X 3 not 
hoped Day after Day to have received the Neaws of” 


ſomething material to have acquainted you with 3 but none 


being yet arrived, the Abpr Eben of ſuſpecting me c 


fable of neglecting what you jo earneſtly recommended to 
me, has made me at lajfl als up auy Pen, though bade 
 mathing to ſay, but what will be rather di ſag r eeable than 
| pleaſing. Howwever, to comply avith my Promiſe of con- 
cealing nothing from you; in the fit Place, J av, j6 
unbaßpy as not to meet the Mar gits at my Arrival at the 
Camp, he being gone on a Expedition, on which at his 
As he is not returned, all 


own Requeſt be was ſent. | 
his Friends are in great Anxiety for his Safety, aud they 
alſo inform me that he came hither eucrwhilm'd avith a 
delp Melancholy, ewhich he wvoinly endeawour'd to conceal ; 


audit is ſuppoſed that it is owing to a Defire of divert- 


ing this inward Grief that he procured this Command. 
＋r was not ai a loſi to gueſs the Cauſe of his Afic- 
tion; you cannot but be ſenſil le, teo Bu, Jeanetta, of the 
beg, howewer, that 
you will not give away to ARR "tis Goff "le before this 


comes to your Hand, wwe may receive ſome News of this 


dear Relation, and you. may be aſſured of having it conveyed 


” Fo 14 a aL ng 1 will a; patch the Inſtant. 
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128 The Virtuoiis Villager ; or, 
| | It is ſuppoſed the Campaign will be ſhort, and that after 
1 a Battle, which is every Day expected, and much defired, 
5 de ſhall be ſent into Quarters. This Netion is very de- 
HiehtFul to me, ſince I ſhall iben have an Ofportunity of 
being near jou; for tho" in the preſent Circumſtances, I 
| trouble jou with nothing relating lo myjelf, be aſſured I 
Fl can know no Hafpineſs equal to that of ſceing you, nor any 
© Alerit above that of deſerving by all manner of laudable 
Sn Aale, your Fricnaſbip and Efleem. Theſe vill ever be the 
LT | Sentiments of him, who is, Vn 5 
| With an unalterable Zenl, 
Molt charming JEANETT 5 
Your faithfully devoted, 
Saint FAL. 


One is never ſenſible oneſelf how great our Tender- 
nels for a beloved Object is, till we are in Danger of 

ling i my Notion of War was certainly very 
imperſect, yet no ſooner did I know the Marquis's Life 
was in Queſtion, than my Imagination repreſented it 
with all its Horrors————O, Heaven ! cried I, half 


_ drowned in Tears, why am I overwhelm'd with ſo many 
Afflictions at once how ſhall I be enabled to en- 
dure ſuch a variety of Anguiſh———O, grant my Lover 
to be ſafe protect him, bleſs him, whatever ſhall be- 


come of me——tho? he forſakes me reſolves no more 
to ſee me, his Welfare ſhall ever be the Wiſh of my 
adoring Soul. 3 | 


It would be too tedious to relate the thouſandth Part I 
of what my Grief made me utter on this Occaſion, ! 
fear I have already made too much mention of my 

Tears; but the Time will come when I have nothing 

hut Joys to entertain my Reader with, and this Truth 
demonſtrated, that the Happineſs which Virtue obtains 

for us, can never be too dearly purchaſed. 
Although, I had ſufficient Notice of the old Mar. 

quis's Vitit, to prepare myſelf for it, I found myſelf 
terribly confounded as the Time drew near; and when 


he 
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be came, received him with, a Timidity which indeed was 
ſufficient to have excited his Pity, if he had not alreadu, 
as it afterwards proved, been already ſo greatly pre- 
poſſeſſed in my Favour, as to imagine, that let me do 
What I would every thing became me. 5 
As I was now aſſured he knew the vaſt Diſparity be- 
tween us, is it poſlible, my Lord, ſaid I, receiving him 
with great Humility, and preſenting him a Chair, that 


your Lordſhip can condeſcend to ſee me after the Di- 


covery you have made————to what am I indebtca 
for an Honour I am fo utterly unworthy of ————and 


in what manner ſhall a poor Country-Maid, and one 


who has been fo unhappy to incur your Diſpleaſure, be 
able to look you in the Face? Let us talk no more of 
that, beautiful Feanetta, replied he, making me tit down 
5 -[ have no longer the Cauſes of Complaint I had 


. formerly againſt you————]! was miſled by the idle 
Stories which I now ſind had no Foundation in them, 


and your Virtue, of which I have received convincing 

Proofs, has excited in me a due regard for the fair Pui- 
ſeſſor of it— 
ought to be upbraided with it, but when Vice renders it 
truly ſo— a fine way of Thinking, and good Actions, 
raiſes the Peaſant above the Prince, when Royalty de- 


grades itſelf by a low Behaviour you, Feanttta, 


are very ſenſible of this Truth, and have regulated your 


Conduct, fo as to wipe off all Remembrance whence you 


ſprung——— This, however, is not the Affair that 
brought me hither, what I have to ſay to you 15 of a 
different Nature; but before 1 explain myſelf any far- 


ther, I expect you will inform me with that Sincerity, 


which is always the Attendant of Innocence and Honour, 
upon what terms you are with my Son ; I have very 


great Reaſons for aſking you this Queſtion, and if you _ 


give me a full and perfect Account, it will lay an Ob- 
ligation on me more to your Advantage than you can 
yet conceive. | „ . 
From the Moment I received the Marquis's Letter, 
and knew he intended to viſit me, I expected to ſuffer 
an infinite Shock from the Converſation I was to have 
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and Nephew were here, I could eaſily account for it; 
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130 The Virtuous Villager ; or, 


with him, ſo was the leſs alarmed at what he ſaid to me; 
tho' on the moſt tender Point he could have hit upon. 


ic would be in vain, my Lord, anſwered I after a 
#-oment's Pauſe, to deny that your Son has been dear 


to me; the amiable Qualities he is poſſeſt of, might have 
rendered him ſo to the nobleſt Maid, how then could a 
_ Girl like me reſiſt the charming Condeſcenſion he made 
me in an Offer of his Heart Was it poſſible to 
retuie the Acceptance ol a Treaſure ſuch as his Affection, 
and could J, ought I to return his Vows with indifference? 
————Pardon me, my Lord, continued J, you have 


commanced me to give you a perfect Account, and I 


Will diſguiſe no Part of the Truth] did love the 
Marquis, I might make uſe of the Word Eſteem inſtead 


cf Love, but I will not impoſe upon you; I did love 


vour Son with the utmoſt Sincerity, and had not his 
tate Behaviour forbid it, I ſhould fill preſerve the ſame 
Regard -l dare not ſay I do not ſtill, even in 
ſpite of all the Reaſons I have to the contrary, I do not 
pretend to know myſelf fo well, as to be aſſured I either 
Have, or ever can throw off a Tenderneſs, I once thought 
my Gratitude as well as Inclination obliged me to 


confeſs. This, my Lord, is all I can ſay, and Heaven 


and your own great Experience in the World, I hope, 
will make you fee I have not diſſembled with you. 
The Toue with which I ſpoke theſe Words, and the 
Biuſhes that accompanied them, I believe pleaded very 
much in my Favour, however it were, the old Mar- 
quis appeared charmed with the manner in which I had 
expreſſed myſelf. This free Confeſſion, ſaid he, enhances 
the Eſteem I before had for you continue to treat 


me with the ſame Sircerity, and you may depend upon 
it, I ſhall never abuſe the Confidence you repole in me 


- I have but one thing more to be reſolved iIn—— 
tell me, my pretty Creature, continued he, looking full 
in my Eyes, as if he would penetrate into the inmoſt 
Receſſes of my Soul, tell me I ſay, what your Deſigns 


are, and own from whom you receive, wherewith to 
ſupply the Expences of your Living? While my Son 


but 
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7 De VirtuousVillager, &c. 13 
but ſuppoſe you ſhould never hear more from either of 
them, how will you be able to ſupport yourſelf in the 
manner you have began? Look upon me, Jeanelta, 
1 as your Friend, and diſſipate all Anxiety on my Ac- 
; count; I once more give you my ſolemn Promiſe, you 
| have nothing to fear, and much to hope from the Sen- 
timents you have now inſpired me with, and did I not 
5 truly intereſt myſelf in your behalf, I would not enquire ö 
into theſe Particulars. | 
Aſter moſt humbly thanking kim for the Goodneſs 
he was pleaſed to expreſs for me, alas! my Lord, ſaid I, 
with a Sigh, I here muſt acknowledge the Imprudence of | 
my Conduct; my Reaſon has often reproached me wita 
it; and it was with great Difficulty Monſieur the Count 
de Saint Fal prevailed on me to accept of the Tokens 
of the moſt diſintereſted Friendſhip that ever was 3h 
| ſome Time ago, I was determined to pais my Days in a 
| Convent, and more than once preſs'd him to aſſiſt my 
Intentions ; but his Perſuaſions have detained me hitherto, 
Lou always talk of my Nephew, interrupted the Mar- 
quis, whom you do not love, yet never mention my 
Son in the Proviſion made for you. Yet its more rea- 
| fonable to attribute your littie Revenue to bim than the 
Count de Saint Fat: 
My Lord, anſwered I, Heaven _ me as I ſpeak 
with Sincerity, I will not abſolutely ſay the Marquis has 
had no ſhare in what has been done for me; but this 
afirm, that whatever I have received hitherto has been 
from your Nephew's Hands, as ſo much lent to me, and 
to be repaid by me, if ever Fortune ſhould put it in my 
Power — -a Train of Events continually alarming me 
made me accept his Generofity, and prevented my com- 
ing to any Determination how to diſpoſe of myſelf. 
Say no more, beautiful Feanetta, replied the Marquis, 
} I pretend not to call your Conduct in Queſtion, Iam 


> £40" 
LOG Se | 
* 


convinced, more than you can be ſenſible of, that it has 
been without Reproach ; and aſſure you I am fo far from 
deſiring you ſhould be ſhut up in a Monaſtery, that I 
would be the firſt to oppoſe it———excuſe therefore the 
Queſtions I have put to you, an exact Examination into 
i „„ WO” your 
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Wait therefore with Patience the reſult 
at preſent, but in two Days you ſhall hear from me, and 


tisſted with every T hing 


132 The Virtuous Villager; or, 
your Affairs, was highly neceſſary for me, in order to 
perfect the great Deſigns I have for your Advantage— 
you have anſwered me in the manner I wiſhed, and 


expected from the Idea I had conceived of your Honour 
and Veracity 


ſince the Diſcovery who you were 


Admirer of your Virtue 
the Number of you! Friends, or rather believe me the 
Chief of them- you will find me ſo in the End 


as I come often to Paris, and ſometimes pals whole 
Weeks here, will be a conſtant Viſiter. 
With theſe Words he roſe from his Chair, cd having 


pals'd ſome Compliments on my Shape and Air, and 
told me that he intended to invite me to Dinner ſome 
Day to have the Pleaſure of hearing me ſing again, 


he took his leave, and left me in an Aſtoniſhment i im- 
poſſible to be expreſſed. 


What indeed could I think of this Adventure! to find 
a Man who had expreſſed himſelf with ſo much Bitterneſs 
againſt me, and ſeemed impatient for my Ruin, changed 
at once into my Friend, anxious for my Good, and ſa- 
I did, an Alteration I ay, ſo 


ſudden, fo undreamt of might well appear a Myſtery —— 
was I not the fame Feanetia for whoſe ſake his Son has 


twice endangered his Life, and who has coſt him ſo much 
Trouble, what had I done to merit, that the Deteſta- 
tion he ſo lately had for me, ſhould be converted into ſo 
.T was ſometimes tempted to ima- 
gine the little Beauty I was Miſtreſs of had made him en- 
tertain Sentiments for me, which would have been no 


great a lking ? 


leſs a Misfortune than his Indignation had been; but 
then, when I reflected on the Praiſes he had beſtowed 


upon my Virtue and good Conduct, I could not think he 


had any aim to af what he ſeemed ſo much o 
value me for. 


4 


I was inſpired with an Eſteem for 
vou the firſt Moment I beheld you, nor is it at all lefſen'd 


Unknowing 
you, I hated you; but knowing you, am become an 
rank me therefore among 


-T leave you 


This 5 
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This laſt Conſideration gave me ſome Peace, and I 


was reſolved to wait the Event of thoſe great things he 
had made me hope, and ſhould it even prove that he had 

any diſhonourable Intentions toward me, to truſt in 
Heaven's Protection which had never yet abandoned 


me. 
My Thoughts being a little more ſettled, I fat down 


| to anſwer Monſieur De Saint Fal's Letter, but before I 
began, hearing ſome Voices on the Stairs, the Sound of 
which very much ſurprized me, I roſe haſtily, and 
looking through the Key-hole, immediately faw my Fa- 
ther and Mother embracing my Aunt | 
followed the firſt Dictates of my natural Affection, I 
ſhould have ran and thrown myſelf into their Arms, 
but the remembrance how improper ſuch a Diſcovery 
would be at this Time, checked that Impulſe, and 1 
drew back and threw myſelf on a Settee, to conſider | 


within myſelf what was beſt for me to %%% 
Neither my Love nor Duty would have ſuffered me to 


let them depart without ſeeing them, and as Time had 
made a very great Alteration in me, not only as to my 
Stature, but my Features alſo, which joined to the vaſt 
Difference in my Dreſs and Behaviour, made me pretty 
poſitive they would not know me, and in this Aſſurance 
rang my Bell for Barbara. She came in looking a 
little perplexed, and I aſking her the Occaſion of it, 
| ſhe told me that ſhe hoped I would not be offended, for 
that having wrote to her Brother and Siſter the Happineſs Y 
ſhe enjoyed in my Service, they were now come to viſit 


her, ſome Buſineſs having brought them to Paris. No, 


no, anſwered I, ſo far from being offended, that I am 
glad you like your Place, and will make your Relations 
welcome: pray tell them they muſt dine with me. 
O, Madam! cried ſhe, your Ladyſhip is too good - 
= ſuch an Honour is not for ſuch poor People as they are. 
I will have it ſo, reſumed I, therefore let me have their 
-[ 
aſſure you I long to ſee them. My poor Aunt went out 
of the Room quite tranſported at the favour I ſhewed to 
her, and obeyed * Commands. | 


Company while you are getting Dinner ready— 


had 1 


_ * Py po 
a — 


* 
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My Heart was in a violent, tho' not unpleaſing Agi- 
watſon, at the Sight of thoſe who gave me Being; but I 
ſuffered a great deal from the Homage they paid me, 
and didall I could to put an end to it. 
3 138 At laſt, by telling them I was an enemy toall kind of 
n Ceremony, and that if they meant to oblige me it muſt 
1 be by treating me in a familiar Manner, I prevailed witng 
them to fit down———the prejudice of my ſuppoſed 
1:38 Superiority. made tom however very fearful of ſpeaking, 
398 and I ſhould never have got out of them what I. wanted 
2 1398 to be informed of, if J had not luckily put them on 
talking of the Village where they lived; I told them I 
had paſt through it ſome time ago in a viſit I madeat the 1 
Caſtle, where I had ſtayed ſeveral Months: My Mother 
on hearing this appeared like a Perſon who was endea- 
vouring to call ſomething to Mind, and looking earneſtly 
on me, ſaid, that ever ſince ſhe came into the Room, ſhe 
 Imagined ſhe had ſeen me ſomewhere, but could not 
recollect; but on my mentioning the Caſtle, ſhe no 
longer doubted but that it had been with Madam the 
Counteſs 4e N—————my Father ſaid the ſame thing, 
and added, that things had been ſtrangly changed ſince 
the Count's Death. I then aſked him what was become 
of the Counteſs, to which he replied, that ſhe lived with 
ber Daughter Madamoiſelle de E/bieux, now Madam 
de Eftival. O Heaven! cried I, is ſhe married, and as 
ill-humoured as ever? Yes, Madam, faid he, I find your 
| Ladyſhip knows her——lure never was a worſe Woman 
in the World ſhe has quarrelled twice with her 
Huſband, and enough to do there was to make it up 
again between them; but the third Time ſhe carried 
'Things to ſuch a height, that he was obliged to part from 
her ; but unfortunately for him he had put ſo much in her 
Power, that this Separation has left him in very ill 
_ Circumſtances, but he choſe rather to ſuffer any thin 
than live with her. To this, my Father added, that ſhe 
lived not above three Miles from Paris, where ſhe al- 
ways paſſed the Winter Seaſon, and that every body, 
even her own Servants, held her 1 in Deteſtation. The 
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The many Misfortunes this Woman's Cruelty had 
brought on me, made me curious to know the Particulars 
of her Hiſtory, and I cannot boaſt of ſo forgiving a Na- 
ture, as not to be pleas'd with hearing thoſe who injure 
me without a Cauſe, have in their turn alſo ſomething 
to complain of- i am ſenſible of this Fault, and 
lay it as a Penance on myſelf, to confeſs it in this pub- 
lick Manner. | 
I had no ſooner teſtified my Deſire of hearing in what 0 
Manner Madam D' E/tival had behaved, and the Circum- 
ſtances that attended her Marriage, than my Father rea- 
dily obliged me with the Detail, which tho' given in his 
ruſtic Way, was perfectly intelligible to me; but I ſhall 

| 8 8 my Reader with i it in 195 own Wenn, 


The E. PE of Madamiiſelle D Exzizvx, : 
and Magſieur D'EsTIVAT. 


8 long as Monſiear the Count de M lived, 
| Madamoiſelle D' E1b:eux his 8 2 herſelf 
within tolerable Bounds, fearing his Severity, as having 
experienced it, on the firſt Diſcovery ſhe made of her per- 
verſe Inclinations. But he was no ſooner laid in Earth, 
then ſhe gave a looſe to all that the Badneſs of her Heart i 
ſuggeſted Her Quality, her Youth, the Reputation 
of her Wit, but above all the vaſt Fortune ſhe was then 
in Poſſeſſion off, attracted a great Number of Admirers, 
he had Vanity enough to pride herſelf in the Crowd who 
daily made their Court, but her greateſt Pleaſure was in 
creating Quarrels among them: No leſs than ten Duels 
were fought on her Account. She received all the Ad- 
dreſſes made to her with ſo much ſeeming Sweetneſs, 
that every one imagined himſelf the happy Man; but ſhe 
no ſooner found ſhe had engaged the Heart, than ſhe be- 
gan | to o change bs * ſhe had given into 
; . 
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136 De Virtuous Villager ; or, 
| Diſdain, and ated with ſo much Inſolence and Tyranny; 


that at length ſhe ſaw herſelf abandoned by all but one. 


This unfortunate Gentleman, who truly loved her, and 
had beſides great Intereſt in the Match, ſtill perſevered, 
and ſhe continued to treat him with a ſhew of Affection, 
much longer than ſhe had done any of his Rivals, | 
This Gentleman had an Eſtate within twelve Miles 
of the Caltle, belonging to the Counteſs De N—— 
and this near Neighbourhood gave him an Opportunity 
| | He was tall, handſome, 
well-made, and had an Air of Grandeur, which was 
very engaging 
ly pleaſed with having a Lover, for whom ſhe knew ſe⸗ 
veral of her Acquaintance ſigh'd in vain : But I cannot 
think a Soul like hers capable of being influenced by that 
tender Paſſion ; ſhe might perhaps Like, but not Love, 
and the Event has ſhewn I am not deceived. She left no 
Arts untryed to ſecure him, but as ſoon as he was fo, 
reeſign'd herſelf entirely to Caprice and Ill-humour ; always 
_ reſtleſs and miſchevious, ſhe took a Pride in perplexing 
and rendring him uneaſy, and found the means of doing 
it, in as ample a Manner, as her Propenſity to it made 
The Counteſs her Mother, as I obſerved in the begin- 
ing of theſe Memoirs, was naturally gay, and tho' pretty 
much advanced in Years, was very well pleaſed to be told 
ſhe was handſome : Monfieur D' E/:val, tor ſo her Daugh- 
ter's Lover was called, eaſily perceived this Foible in her, 
and did not fail to humour it, as he thought her Intereſt 
would be very eſſential towards haſtening the Match, 
which for many Reaſons he was ambitious of, and which 
as the young Lady now behaved, he began to be in doubt 


of viſiting there very often 


Madamoiſelle D'EIbieux was high- 


of. 


amorous Inclinations, took a wicked Pleaſure in height- 
ning them in Favour of Monſieur D' Eſival, by continu- 


ally 


9 


The Counteſs was highly delighted with the fine things 
he faid to her, and the more ſo, as he was now the only 
Perſon who entertained her in that Manner, Madamoi- 
ſelle D'Elbieux, who was no Stranger to her Mother's 
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ally telling her of the Encomiums he made on her Wit = 
and Beauty Ile makes his Addreſſes indeed to me, 
cried the artful Creature, bat I can ſee very well that if 
he durſt to lift his Hopes to your Ladyſhip, he would 
much rather have me for a Daughter, than a Wiſe. 4 

_ * The Counteſs's Vanity, flattering her into a Belief that 11 
it might really be as her Daughter ſaid, and approving | 
of Monfieur D' Efival's Perſon, from that Moment began 

to treat him with an extraordinary Reſpect, mixed with 


* ſome Share of Tenderneſs; while on the other Hand &: 
4 Madamoiſelle D' EIbieux grew alſo ſtill more kind to him, i 
and pretending that her Mother's Conſent was abſolutely { | 

neceſſary for their Marriage, told him that the only Way | 


to gain it was to feign a Paſſion for her. You are very 
certain, ſaid ſhe, of not being taken at your Word, even 
tho' you ſhould carry it fo far as to offer Marriage, but 
tho' paſt all ſoft Defires, ſhe has ſtill a Stock of Pride, 
that will not ſuffer her to have any Friendſhip for a Man, 
who ſhe thinks prefers any Woman, even her own Daugh- 
ter, to herſelf, This I aſſure you has been the true Rea- 
ſon of my continuing *till now unmarried————l1 have 
been obliged to reje all the Offers have been made me, 
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becauſe not one of thoſe who have done me the honour 

to addreſs me, have found out my Mother's Foible, which 
| if I betray to you, you ought to look upon it as a Proof # 
of my peculiar Regard, ſince I have never done it to an 


i. before. > „„ Sr LD LW 
| - D'Efiival believing all ſhe faid on this ſcore, was ſo 
_ tranſported at this Teſtimony of her Condeſcenſion in his 
_ Favour, that he threw himſelf at her Feet, acknowledg- 

ing the Honour ſhe did him, with the moſt ſincere Af- 
fection: and in Obedience to her Commands, redoubled 
his Aſſiduities to the Counteſs, in ſuch a Manner, that 
every body imagined him her Lover, She, who was 
eaſily deceived on that Article, now plumed herſelf in the 
belief her Charms had loſt nothing of their former Force, 
ſince they had captivated the Heart of a young Gentle- 
man, who came at firſt to her Houſe, with a view of 
addrefling her Daughter, and could not be ungrateful for 
the Deference he paid her. VVV 


e 
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To like the Love, is a great Step towards . the 
Lover, her Heart grew compaſſionate to the Pains ſhe 
ſuppoſed herſelf to have created in his, and at laſt ſhe con- 
feſs'd to him, that he was not indifferent to her. Mademoi- 


ſelle D' Elbieuæ by her Mother's Penſiveneſs gueſs'd what 


Sentiments ſhe was poſſeſt of, and pleas'd herſelf with 


the Perplexity in which ſhe ſhould now involve both her 


Mother and Lover. Never had ſhe any real Satisfaction 


but in giving diſquiet to others, and as ſhe did not want 
Wit was ſeldom ata loſs for Opportunities, to indulge 
this wicked Impulſe of a perverſe and vitiated Diſpoſition. 


She now began to receive Monſieur D' £/ival with 


Coldneſs, and on his complaining in a tender Manner of | 
this change in her Behaviour, with Scorn, and Inſolence. 
As he little imagined the Occaſion, having done nothing 


but what her own Commands obliged him to, Jealouſy 


took Poſſeſſion of his Heart, and made him recolle& 
that of late his Miſtreſs had treated with Civility a cer- 


tain Gentleman, who lived alſo in the Neighbourhood, 


called Monhieur Dęflourneauæ, a vain, gay, fluttering 
| Coxcomb, vers'd in little elſe than the Art of Defamation, 


and in that excell'd ſufficiently, to make his Company 


acceptable ſometimes to a Woman of Madamoiſelle D'E 1 
: views" s Humour, 


Such as he was, however, the Reception he met wick 
at the Caſtle, gave Monſieur D'E/tival an infinity of 


Pain ; he obſerved every Motion of his ſuppoſed Rival, 


and the Paſſion he was now inflamed with, having this 


peculiar Quality of repreſenting every thing its own 
Way, the more Pains he took to be aſſured made him 


the leſs ſo, and as he truly loved the Lady, excluſive of 

her Fortune, he ſuffered all that can be imagined in ſuch 

2 Circumſtance. Madamoilelle D'Z/b;eux preſently diſ- 

covered his Diſquiet, and the Motive; ſhe gloried in it, 

and to encreaſe her Triumph over this unhappy and too 

conſtant Lover, carried her Complaiſance t to Dane DIE 
neaux even to a ſeeming Fondneſs. | | 


The Counteſs De N. was ina quite different 
Situation; ſhe had given Encouragement to the pretended 


| Addreſs of of Monſieur D E Ai val, but finding them ceaſe 


on 
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on a ſudden, and her ſuppoſed Loyer grown extremely 
melancholy, ſhe took an Opportunity when they were 
alone together, to aſk the meaning of ſo ſtrange an Alte- 
ration in his Behaviour; on which, Madam, faid he, I 
ſhould little deſerve to have the Paſſion I profefs be belie- 
ved ſincere, if I could without the utmoſt Anxiety be- 
hold the favourable Reception of a Rival. O Heavens? 


cried the Counteſs, what is it you mean? whom do y 
ſee entertained here that can give you any Uneafineſs. 
Ah, Madam! replied he, too well your Ladyſhip is ac- 


quainted with the Cauſes of my Deſpair ————why will 


you therefore cruelly compel me to mention a Name fo 


hateful to me———-But, O good Heaven, continued he 


in the utmoſt Agony, in what does Deflourneauæ merit the 


| | Encouragment he is bleſt with. 


Deflourneaux, faid ſhe interrupting him haſtily, is it 
poſſible the Viſits of that Trifler can give you Pain? 
but to convinee you of your Error, I will ſend to forbid | 

him ever coming here any more and be aſſured, 
tunhat to render you eaſy and contented, would do the ſame 


by thoſe infinitely more worthy of my Eſteem. 


_ Monſieur D' Z/tival thought himſelf ſo much obliged | 
by this Promiſe, that he threw himſelf at the Counteſs's 


Feet, and kiſs'd her Hands, with an Eagerneſs which 


might well be taken for the Effects of Love, as indeed 
it was, tho' not for the Object in preſence. Ma- 
damoiſelle D' EIbieux came that Moment into the Room, 


and ſurprized her Lover in that Poſture, and imagining 


ſhe was herielf the Dupe of her own Plot, and that by 
counterfeiting an Affection for her Mother, he had work'd 


himſelf up into a real Paſſion for her, was ſtung to the 


very Soul, ànd ſhe flew out of the Room, muttering ſome- 
thing which was not very pleaſing to the Counteſs, who 


roſe haſtily from her Scat, in Order to follow her, and 


give her ſome Tokens of her Reſentment———Monſfieur 


 D'Eftival perceiving the Fury ſhe was in, kept her from 
going out of the Room, and in endeavouring as he thought 
to appeaſe her, let fall ſome Words, which let her into 
the Secret of his Behaviour, and that ſhe had been but the 
Property of his Deſigns on her Daughter. This Diſco- 
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very put her into a very great Confuſion, and ſhe fat down 


again without being able to ſpeak. D' E/tival aſked very 


reſpectfully if he had been ſo unhappy as to have done 
any thing to offend her. No, Monſieur, anſwered ſhe, 


but I have ſomething in my Boſom which I cannot be eaſy 
till I disburden myſelf of. 


have not, let me no longer be a Stranger to the Motive 
which engag'd you to deceive mein fine, am I to 
depend on the Profeſſions you have lo often made me of 


Love, oram I not. 


What a Perplexity was now this poor Gentleman ing 


he had been made to believe that nothing would engage 


the Counteſs to fayour his Addrefles to her Daughter, 


but imagining he gave the Preference to herſelf ; to con- 
feſs the Truth therefore, he thought would ruin all he 
had fo long been endeavouring to bring about, and ho, 
to perſevere in his pretended Paſſion he knew not, for 
fear, as there was but too much Probability, ſhe ſhould N 
take him at his Word: Madam, anſwered he after apretty _ 
long Pauſe, I can ſee no cauſe for your Ladyſhip's har- 
bouring any doubt of my Sincerity. The Counteſs De N— _ 
ougght to know herſelf too well, to doubt if any Charms 
can come in Competition with thoſe ſhe is Miſtreſs of. 


Well, replied ſhe, I am willing to believe your Paſſion 


repreſents me ſuch as you ſay ; and confeſs to you in my 
turn, that I look upon no Man in the World fo worthy as 


Monſieur D' Efival ; but yet we ought not to enter into 


Engagements, which we ſhould hereafter have Reaſon to 
we are both of us paſt five and twenty, and 
| ſhould well weigh the Conſequences of things of this 


repent 


Natur e 


to be plain with you, Monſieur, I have a very 


great Affection ſor my Daughter, and will never conſent 
to marry to her Prejudice; ſo as I would make her 
happy, and you alſo, I offer you your Choice, either to 


take me with only my bare Dowry, or her with the vaſt 


_ Eſtate, which by the Death of her Father, and the Re- 
tirement of her Brother, is now devolved on her; for 1 
have always promiſed her, and will not break my Word, 
Sa whenever I marry, ſhe ſhall be immediately put in 
| poſſeſſion 


tell me, therefore, con- 
tinued ſhe, if you have dealt fincerly with me, and if you 
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poſſeſſion of all the Wealth J am poſſeſt of 


Paſſion ſtill continues, to give me the Preference even un- 


der theſe Diſadvantages, you have nothing to do, but 


publiſh the Banns of Matrimony ; if the Riches of my 


Daughter outbalances your regard for me, then prepare 


for your Nuptials with her: I leave you to reflect on 


What J have ſaid, and expect your deciſive Anſwer to- 


morrow about this Time. 


With theſe Words ſhe went out of the Room, . 
Monſieur D' ipal in a Conſternation that is not eaſy to 
be expreſs'd ; he was fo poſſeſt with what Mademoiſelle 


had told him, concerning her Mother's Caprice, that he 
was ſometimes ready to believe ſhe offered herſelf to him 


in this Manner only to try him, and that if he feigned to 

| fix his Choice on her, with the Diſadvantages ſhe men- 

| tioned, that ſhe would then give her Daughter to him, 
cContenting herſelf with the Vanity of having it to ſay 
ſhe had refus'd him. The Affair however ſeem'd fo nice, | 


and ſo much depended on the Anſwer he was to give, 


that it involved him in a moſt terrible Dilemma, and he 


| went out of the Caſtle, ruminating on the Adventure, 
and full of diſturb'd Emotions. 


Madamoiſelle D' E1bieux hapened to be at her Chara- 


ber Window, and ſaw his Coach drive through the Court- 
Yard ; as he had not uſed to quit the Caſtle without taking 

| leave of her, ſhe imagined it the Conſequence. of what 
ſhe had ſeen, and grew more confirm'd than before, that 
her Mother had ſupplanted her in his Affection 
_ *till now ſhe knew not that ſhe loved him, but no loner 


did ſhe imagine he was devoted to her Mother, than 


ne thought herſelf the moſt unhappy Creature in the 
World, in the loſs of her Lover, Who now appeared ſo 
amiable in her Eyes. Hurry'd with all the Impatienee 


| By of Love, Jealouſy, Deſpair and Revenge, ſhe reſolved 


to omit nothing that might gratify each of thoſe outragious 
Paſſions, tho ſhe ſhould trample under Foot all the 5 
Rules of Duty, and of Decency. _ 
Een her darling Pride was now no more a | 

| PEfival muſt be regain'd, and her Mother mortified, 

Whatever ſhould be the Event; he chan ſat herſelf down 
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and wrote a little Billet to him, in which the told him, 
that intending to go very early the next Morning before 


ſtery about a League diſtant, ſhe deſired he would meet 
her in the Road, having ſomething to impart to him, 
that it was abſolutely neceſſary he ſhould know, and 
which ſhe added, ſhe believed would not be diſagreeable 
to him to hear. 15 
This ſhe entruſted to the Care of a Farmer' s Son wha 
was frequently about the Caſtile, charging him to be ſe- 
_ eret, and bring her an immediate Anſwer ; to engage his 
Fidelity ſhe gave him a handſome Reward, and pro- 
miſed him yet more at his Return. The young Fel- 


— 
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| 
| quence of what he was about to do, and dreading the 
1 | he had a Hand in carrying on ſuch an Affair without her 
Grounds, and reſolved to ſhew her the Letter. 


though her Daughter ſhould reſent it never ſo much, he 
Would hazard every thing rather than diſoblige her. | 


| Handſome Gratuity, and promiſed that Mademoiſelle | 
D' Elbieux ſhould never have any Reaſon to ſuſpe&t he 


TE amazed at the Appointment ſhe found it contain'd, and 
| In order to penetrate into the Motive of it, ſhe deter- 
} min'd to write another, and ſend it inſtead of her Daugh- 


| the Time and Place, appointing an Ally in her own 
Morning. 

When this was ready ſhe ſent it by the young Pest. 
D' Eftival ſhould ſend ; after he was gone, ſhe began to 


fair in which ſhe had a double Concern. She 
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the Counteſs was ſtirring, to viſit a Relation at a Mona- 


low, for all his Simplicity, was ſenſible of the Conſe - 
Counteſs's Diſpleaſure if it ſhould ever be diſcovered, that | 
Knowledge, thought it was beſt to go upon fure h | 


it * Accordingly he did ſo, aſſuring her Lady ſhip, that 

| | a 5 . The Counteſs highly prais'd his Honeſty, gave him a 5 | 
| Had betrayed her Secret. On opening the Letter, ſhe was 
ter's. She made uſe of the ſame Words, only changed 
2 Park, which had a Door that opened into the Garden, 


and the Hour 12 at Night, inſtead of early in che | 


and order'd him to bring to her whatever Anſwer Monſieur 


conſider in what manner ſhe ſhould behave, in an Af 


eden not but it was owing to the Polture, in which , 
5 hep 
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her Daughter had found D' Zftival, that ſhe wrote to 
deſire this private Conference; but then if he ſhould 


comply with her Aſſignation, as ſhe ſometimes feared 


be would, in what Faſhion to reſent it ſeem'd to her 
| very difficult to reſolve. 


form'd till his Anſwer arriv'd, ſhe was oblig d. to wait : 
the Event. 


But as no Judgment could be 


The Peaſant in the mean Time was highly delighted 


with his own Conduct, not doubting but he ſhould alſo 
be paid by the Lover for his Trouble, and went merrily 
on his Errand; but in the way happening to meet with 
an Acquaintance, went into a Cabaret, where drinking 
too plentifully he fell aſleep, and awoke not till it was 
dark. He reproached himſelf not a little for this Neg- 
1 ligence, but thought to make up his loſs of Time by his 
haſte, and invent ſome Excuſe to the Ladies for n 5 
| Raid ſo long. | 
The Hurry he was now in, occaſion'd him to miſtake 
his way, and happened to take that Road, which led to 
the Houſe of Monſieur Deflourneaux, having never been 
| either there or at Monſieur D' Efiiva/'s, 
guided by the Directions he had received ; 
before him a great Court-Yard, which had a row of ; 
Elms leading up to it, he imagined himſelf right, and 
went direct y to the Gate, and enquired of the Servant 


he was only 


who open'd it, if his Maſter was at Home, and being 


anſwer'd in the affirmative, ſent the Letter into him 
deſiring a ſpeedy Anſwer. | 
The Counteſs, in the hurry of Spirits me had been! in, | 
forgot to put a Superſcription, which gave it very much 
the Air of a Myflery to this Gentleman. — The 
Contents, however, ſeem'd yet more ſo : 
to in that familiar Stile, and deſired to meet a young 
Lady of Mademoiſelle's Quality and Character, was an 
Honour he could little expect; and had he not been 
vain enough to think every thing was due to his Merit, 
he would trom the beginning have lnegined- there was 


To be wrote 


ſome Miſtake in the Affair. 
But, as I ſaid before, Self. Sufficiency kept ik, FO 


once . on * ſuch "ns and he order*d the 
| Mieſſenger Do 


and ſeeing 
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 Meſſenver to acquaint the Lady who ſent him, that he 
thank' d ner for the Honour ſhe did him, and that he 
would not fail the Time and Place appointed. | 
It was very late before he return'd, and both the 
Counteſs and her Daughter ſufter'd not a little from their 
Impatience ; the former to prevent her ſeeing the Fel- 
low before her, had order'd Mademoiſelle Du Parc her 
Woman, to watch for him at the Poſtern, and this old 
Maiting-Woman was too diligent, not to conduct him 
into her Lady's Cloſet, — Mademoiſelle D' Elbieux | 
ſeeing him. 


The Counteſs no ſooner was told that D'E fival would 


obey the Summons, than ſhe wrote a little Note in his 
Name to her Daughter, entreating ſhe would give him 
2 Meeting that Night, having conſider'd that the Morn- 
ing would render her more liable to be obſerved, and 
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then named the Park-Gate. This ſhe order'd the Fel- 


low to give to her Daughter, as from the Gentleman to 
whom he had been ſent. 

"Tis eaſily perceived that the Counteſs laid this Plot, 
in order to be near the Place of Meeting, that by the 
_ Converſation they ſhould have together, ſhe might diſ- 
cover the real Sentiments of Monſieur D' Eival, ſo 
went thither ſomewhat before the Hour prefixed, and 
ſtood concealed behind a great Tree, in caſe the Moon 
could happen to ſhine out, and thereby eee a 

Diſcovery. 


Mademoiſelle D' EIBIeu on the other Hand was ex- 


tremely punctual, and came accompanied by her Maid, 
who was in the Secret: They ſat down on a Bank near 
the Gate, and cough'd by way of Signal to D'Eftival, 
if it ſhould happen that he were already near the Place 
They waited not long before a Ruſtling among 5" 
Trees made them not doubt, but the expected Perſon was 
approaching; on which the Confidante of Mademoiſelle 
 D'Elbieux ſtepp'd forward, and faid, Monſieur, ſpeak 


low, in Caſe any Wanderers ſhould happen to be in the 


Park. The ſuppoſed D' Eftival anſwer'd that he would 


be wary, and Fanny her his Hand, ſhe led him to 
her Miſtreſs, | : 
The 
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' Madam, cry'd he, I a Paſſion for the Counteſs 
can you imagine me ſtupid enough to doat upon Anti- 
quity 
than being the Mother of the fineſt Creature in tlie 
World f-—— No, no, Madam, her Charms have 
long fince been faded, and if ſhe imagines her Paint, 
falle Curls, and affected Airs have any Influence over 
me, ſhe but deceives herſelf ——oone only Woman I 
love, and that is your beautiful Self. N 


was, to the Perſon to whom it was made. 


Virgin's Victory. 1 
The Obſcurity of the Night happened to be ſuch, as 


to render it impoſſible for any Objects to be diſcern'd, ſo 


they were both oblig'd to content themſelves with ſay- 
ing a thouſand endearing things, without being able to 


converſe with thoſe true Intelligencers of the Heart, the 
Eyes. Dgflourneaux told her how happy he thought 


himſelf in this Opportunity of entertaining ker, and 


| ſwore he adored her beyond all things upon Earth: on 
Which ſhe interrupted him, by ſaying, hold, Monſficur, 
4 will not liſten to one Word you tell me on this Score, 
till you inform me truly on what Terms you are with 
my Mother — tis to be convinced of that from your own 


Mouth, I appointed this private Meeting, and will 


never {ſee you more, if you comply not with what 1 
deſire.— 
Paſſion for her, I ſhall be far from being any Bar to 
your Deſigns. „ 3 


— Therefore, tell me, if you have any real 


Nothing could be more amazing than this Diſcourſe 


—— Heavens ! 


can ſhe have any other Merit in my Eyes, 


Had he been Maſter of all the Eloquence of the 


5 greateſt Orator that ever was, he could not ſo well have 


pleaſed Mademoiſelle D' EIbieux, as he did in theſe ill- 
natured Reflections on her Mother: Malice was a Re- 


gale peculiarly adapted to her Taſte, and ſo far from 
interrupting him, that ſhe let him go on with man 


other, and more groſs Epithets if poſſible, on her who had 


I given her Birth. At laſt, well, but, ſaid the, all this 


is not ſufficient to ſatisfy me; for I am credibly in- 


form'd you are under ſecret Engagements. 


Vol. II. H 
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| 16s Theſe Words ſtruck a Damp on the Gaiety of De- 
„ flourneaux ; ; when ſhe bad mentioned the Counteſs, he 
1 was not at all alarmed at her Suſpicions becauſe they had 
1 no Foundation, and he knew very well how to clear him- 5 
j 1  felf; but this Gentleman had been weak enough to give 4 
1 his Hand to a Woman of mean Birth, and worſe Fame, 
1 which having immediately repented of, he was obliged 
| 4h to allow her a conſiderable Share of his little Fortune, 
N in order to prevail with her to keep it a Secret. | 
| ms lmagining, therefore, by what Mademoiſelle D' Elbieux 
1:88 _ laſt faid, that ſhe had made a Ditcovery of his Marriage, 
be was extremely at a Loſs what toſay. _ 
| | The Lady taking his Silence as an Effect of his 
| f G find, ſaid ſhe, that what I accuſe you of is 
1 but too juſt, and you are now ſeeking ſome plauſible 
1 mn _ Excuſe for it; but all you can ſay will be in vain, 
I'! never fee you more. She was turning away, when 
r Deflourneaus took hold of her Hand, and gently drew |: 
1 8 her back. Pardon me, my Angel, cry'd he, that | © * 
4 heſitated one Moment to lay open all my Soul to you. 
| | 


| 

1 | I feared to mention what, ſince you are ſo good 
—_ |... to bleſs me with your Favour, I look on as my great 

A; 
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Ef | Married! ſaid Mademoiſelle D' EIbieux. 
BY Ves, Mau, replied he ; but as the Ceremony was not 


3 ö 4  Unhappineſs and Shame ;— but I will now own 

1 1 to you, that J am, indeed, under a ſecret Engagement. | 

| | | 1 | 55 -I was unwarily den in, and am mar- 
i 1 . tied — ; 
4 
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1 according to the Forms which ought to be obſerved on 
' 31% ſuch Occaſions, I can eaſily be reliev'd from it. —_ 
1 Wretch! reſumed ſhe, haſtily interrupting him, haſt bi 
' 188 Thou the Inſolence to hope I will ever regard thee aſter | ? 
' 1 ſuch an Action. No, no, proclaim your Nuptialss 
11 be the Jeſt of all who know you,” and the Ob- 3 
1 jet of my eternal Hate. _ 
4 II With theſe Words ſhe burſt haſtily from him, and 2 


flew toward the Gate, with too much Precipitation for 
1 . him to have overtaken her, bad the Surprize he was in 
wy permitted him to attempt it. He now curſed himſelf 
"AY tor his trans Couſeſſion, and quite the Park with as 

much 
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| it. 
odd Circumſtances ; but I muſt beg my Reader's Pati- 


we are entirely ignorant where ſhe is at preſent 
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much Mortification, as he had entered it with Plea- 
{ure. 

The Counteſs Ps not but be teartily dejected, ſhe had 
heard the Man ſhe loved ſpeak of her in the moſt con- 


temptible Terms. and her own Daughter ſeemed delighted 
with his Bitterneſs againſt her; but all the Indignation 


| ſhe conceived at this unworthy Treatment, was ſhort of 
her Afſtoniſhment at his pretending to be married to 


ber; and ſhe returned to the Caltic full of Perplexity 
and Perturbation. 


Thus was every one deceived by the Darkneſs of the 


| Night, and the Exchange of the Letters. The Coun- 
teſs never once thought it could be any other than DEV 
tidal, whom ſhe had heard with her Daughter.“ 


Deflourneausx went away, not doubting but he was the 
Perſon for whom the Appointment was intended _ 
and Mademoiſelle D' Elbieux, aſſured that her Mother | 
was married to D' Eflival, though he now repented of 
All theſe Miſtakes could not but produce very 


ence for a while : Dinner being brought in as my Father 
was in this Part of the Story, interrupted him from pro- 
ſecuting it, and after that other Accidents intervened, 


Which prevented my being told the Sequel till a my 
5 time afterward. 


While we were at Table, I long'd prodigiouſly to 


: hear what they would ſay of my Self, and would fain 
have mentioned that Niece, of whom I had hear Bar 
bara talk, but knew not how to do it without appear- 
ing too much intereſted ; eſpecially, as I faw both m 
Father and my Mother, look very much and earneſtly 
on me, as oſten as they could do it without being rude. 


But Barbara eas'd me of this Inquietude, by aſking 
them, as ſhe was ſetting on the Deſert, whether they 
had been able to hear yet what was become of me. 
Alas! no, Siſter, ſaid my Mother with a deep Sigh— - 


ſome time ago we were told ſhe was in a Monaſtery ; but 
that on een D' Elbieus; happening to come 
| 2 


there, 
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Tears ſhe has coſt her poor Mother— - 
Part I am come to a Reſolution never to trouble myſelf 
any more about her; but e'en abandon ber to her un- 
happy Fate. 


down 
Ways one Day: 
Truth of Thing——ſhe may not be ſo wicked as 


no Conveniency 
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there, ſhe was taken ſuddenly away, and I can't find 
any body that has ever leen her ſince. 


Perceiving the Diſcourſe was like to end here, I re- 


_ vived it, by aſking how it was peſſible a Daughter 
ſhould negle& acquainting her Parents with the Place of 


her Abode. Sure, added I, you muſt have uſed 


her very unkindly, or ſhe cov!d not de guilty of ſo 
much Diſobedience. No, Madam, cry'd my Father, 


far from it on the contrary, ſhe was uſed with too 
much Foce, and that has been her Ruin - 


She was always ſufter'd to have her own Will, and to 


that we owe all the Vexation ſhe has brought upon us 
where ſhe is, or how ſhe ſpends her Time no- 
body knows þ but ſhe'll one Day anſwer for all the 
for my 


Good Huſband, 451 talk ſo, N my V Mother, 
ae away the Tears, that in ſpite of her trickled 
er Cheeks, I hope ſhe will ſee the Error of her 
Beſides, we don't know the 


I am ſure her Inclinations were virtu- 


People ſay. 


dus, and if ſne does not write to us, it may be becauſe 


the is in ſome Place where ſhe 1s not permitted, or has 
—we ought to condemn no- body 
without hearing them, much leſs our own Child. You 
are much in the right, Siſter, ſaid my poor good-natured 


Aunt, the Girl may make a good Woman yet, for all 


the Stories told of her. 


One does not know what 


may have happened, and ſhould always judge the beſt. 


1 like you, faid I, for taking your Niece's Part, there 


zs no judging by Appearances, and if it ſhould one Day 


be proved that ſhe is wrong'd, it would inflict a laſting 
Remorſe on thoſe, who have cenſured her Actions, With. 


out knowing the Motive of them. 


Your Lady ſhip is excellently good, cry d my Mother, 
to have ſo favourable an Opinion of my poor Nene 1 
do 
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do aſſure you, Madam, ſhe would not have ſpoke in ti.e 
manner thoſe do, who accuſe her, if they had been 


gulity of worſe things than can be laid to her Charge. 


My dear Mother meited into Tears as ſhe utter'd theſe 


Words, and my Eyes that Inſtant meeting hers, Na- 


| ture exerted itfe!f, and excited a Sympathy in my Heart, 


which, unable to reſtrain ſhewing ſome Tokens of, I made 


a Pretence of going into my Cloſet, and ſtaid there tilt 


I had recover'd myſeif. 9 5 | 
I could hear my Father chide her, for giving ſuch a 


locſe to her Tenderneſs before a Lady of my Quality, 
and ſhe excus'd herſelf by ſaying, ſhe fancied there was 
ſuch a Reſemblance between me and her poor Feanella, 
that it was impoſſible for her to forbear. My Father 
_ _own'd he was of the ſame Opinion, and if he durſt 
would have mention'd it before. „ 
After this they began to aſk my Aunt who I was, 


and in what manner I lived: ſhe told them that I was 


of very high Birth to be ſure, for at Court where ſhe 
had been with me, nothing but People of Quality, all 
my Relations ſhe believ'd, came to viſit me; and as to 
my Behaviour I was a perfect Nun, and ſo good hu- 
mour'd and ſo generous, that ſhe did not think my 
equal was to be found in the whole World. My Pa- 
rents congratulated her good Fortune; and then began to 
inform her, how very far from being happy they were, 
being ſcarce able to ſubſiſt, ſeveral of their Sheep ha- 
ving been devour'd by the Wolves, and two Cows, which 
were their main Support, ſtolen from them. This pier- 


red me to the Heart, and made me preſently ſet about 
contriving how I might relieve their Neceſſities, with- 


out diſcovering myſelf, or giving any room for Suſpi- 


cion. 


After having conſider'd on the Matter ſome little 
time, I return'd to them, and took an Occaſion of tel- 
ling them I was very fond of the Country, and as ſoon 


as I had finiſh'd ſome little Affairs, intended to paſs 2 
few Weeks in ſome pleaſant retired Part. Ah, Madam, 


cry'd Barbara, your Ladyſhip cannot find a ſweeter 
5 5 N EG: Place. 
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Place in all France, than the Village of D 


finer Proſpect any where. Your Ladyſhip eats no- 
thing here; but if you would once go there, I'd venture 


my Life you'd have a good Appetite. 
Well, faid I, "tis very likely 1 may make tryal of 


it: Jam ordered to drink Mi!l: for the Recovery of 


my Health, and if your Brother and Siſter will be fo good 
to comply with what I cCelire, I will think on no other 


Place but their Village. Be ſo good, cry*d my 


Aunt, quite tranſported ! Ah, Madan Pl anſwer for 
them, you need only let them know your Commands 
Both my Parents ſeconded what ſhe ſaid, and 
added, they ſhould think mie * honour'd to 
ſerve me. 

Jam much oblig'd 1 to you, anſwer'd I; in the firſt 


Place, I will lodge at your Houſe ; but I muſt deſire 
you will buy me two young Cows that the Milk may be 


better. I will alſo give you Money to farniſh a Cham 


ber for me, and as 1 am fond of Country Amuſements, 
you mutt purchaſe a little Flock of Sheep. It was plea- 
fant enough to obſerve the Countenances my Father, 


+fother, and Aunt put on when they heard me ſpeak 


in this manner; but J gave them not time to re- 


ply, for plucking my Purſe out of my Pocket, 1 


counted out ſeventy-five Lewis D'Ors upon the Table : 


And when they had ſeen the Sum, I gathered it up toge- 
ther, and wrapp'd it ina Piece of Paper, then put it into 
amy Mother s Hand ; I depend on you, ſaid I, good Ma- 


demoiſelle B to get the Cows, the Sheep, and 


the Chamber againft I come. The Confuſion I was 


in was fo great, at being obliged to receive all the 
Acknowledgments their Giatitude poured out; my 


Father, and Aunt eſpecially, being ready to fall down 
and kiſs my Feet, that to put an End to it, I pretended 
to have Affairs of the utmoſt Moment to diſpatch, and 
taking my leave of them, retired to my Cloſet ; where 
] 1e chat Sabrlaguon, which always attends con- 


ferrin 2 


— 


in 
Fountainbleau————there is not a better Ah nor a 
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fetring Benefits, and being happy enough to give Hap- 


pineſs to others; and though | had done no more than 


what my Duty bound me to do, yet did the Conſciouſ- 
neſs of having acquitted myſelf of that Duty, give me 


an Infinity of Pleaſure. 


The End of the NINTH PART. 
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nite; 


| had baer Iny ſrom the Emotions 
their Preſence gave me, I wrote an An- 
7 ſwer to Monſieur the Count de Saint Fal's 
's Letter. I thought proper to acquaint | 
1. " him with the Epittle [ had received from 
due old A larquis 4 L V. „his Diſcovery of 
* me, and the Vifit he had made me; with all that paſſed 
in that Converſation ; concealing no Part of the Truth, 
| | and entreating he would uſe me with the ſame Sincerity, 
and alſo continue to favour me with his Advice, how to 
| behave in ſo criticala Circumſtance, | | 
1 When I had ſent this Letter away, I divided my 
li Time between Acts of Devotion for the oy . 
ear 
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dear Marquis, and in reading Books of Philoſophy and 

Morality to inſpire me with Fortitude, to ſultain whats 

ever Ills might ſtill be ordained for me. As the Time 
in which I expected the Father of my Lover drew near. 
I began to be no leſs i impatient to ſee him than I had | 
been fearful before— the great Deſigns he ſaid he | 
had form'd for me, elevated me to Hopes I had little 

_ reaſon to expect would ever be fulfilled, and tho' I en- 
deavoured to check Ideas, which then ſeemed ſo vain, 
yet would they Kill return, and in ſpite of myſelf I was 
compelled ſometimes to look on on hood then, as what 1 = 
2 now in reality am. | 

It was the third Day from that in which had ſeen 
Z3 him, and 1 begun to doubt if he would keep his Promiſe, 

> whenabout fix in the Evening, I heard him on the | 
Stairs, enquiring after my Health of Barbara, in a | 
very polite Manner; when he entered my A partment, it | 
| was with the ſame Complaiſance, as to a Dutcheſs, tho' 
* ©: bended with the Freedom and Sweetneſs of a long Ac. |} 
| quaintance and intimate Friend this is true god | 


8 
Breeding, for one cannot call a Man a fine Gentleman, if 


- |: due ReſpeRt, is not accompanied with a certain Eaſe, | 
Which lays no Reſtraint on the Feen to whom it is A 
— I pad. _ 5 
One of the fir ſt things he ſaid to me was Fr Oe E: 4 
charming Feanetta, you have never been out of my 5 


Thoughts ſince I was here; and among other things. 6 
ns it has been ſome matter of Aſtoniſhment to me, that you } 
\n- do not ſeem tired with this ſolitary Life Women [ 
/'s dat your Age are uſually fond of Company and Diverſions, 4 
int whereas you partake of None, and live in the World, as 
om |} tho' you were out of it I queſtion if the Life of a 
„of Recluſe, which you ſo much dreaded, is not to be pre- 
fed |' fered to yours, 
ut, Conſtraint, my Lond. anſwered I, e thoſe 
ity 3 things irkſome which in themſelves are not fo———— 
to as J am now at Liberty, I prefer Solitude, but condemned 


to it, ſhould think it dreadfſul but, continued I, 


my 3 J find ways to divert all my time, and between Reading, 
my Working. and Mufick, have ſeldom any vacant Hours. 
dear | H 5 8 | You | 
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Vou are never to be ſufficiently praiſed for being thus 


every Thing to yourſelf, replied the Marquis, nor is it 


at all to be wondered at, that you inſpire ſuch laſting. 


Affection in thoſe who truly know you. de: 
He looked at me as he ſpoke theſe Words, with an 
| Infinity of Tenderneſs, and perceiving I did not imme- 


diately reply, you know not, continued he, the whole 


Force of your Charms, nor the Conqueſt they have 


gained over a Heart, which very lately imagined itſelf - 


incapable of being influenced in the manner it now is. 
-There is a Perſon in the World Feanetta, who 


tho' far advanced in Years has a very great Affection for 


 you————he is a Man of Quality, and has Honour 


and good Senſe — he has entruſted me with the 


Secret, and J have promiſed to be his Advocate 


What ſay you, lovely Feanztia, will the greateſt Com- 
plaiſance and Tenderneſs (both which I will — YL 


mult own, that conſidering your fine way of Thinking, 


to anſwer for) make up for want of Youth ? 


I cannot ſuppoſe he would run any Riſque in declaring 
himſeif immediately, but J could not perſuade him to 
_ diſcover to you his Name, till he was aſſured his Paſſion 
would not be rejected, _ 333%; ET. 
Any one may gueſs the Surprize I was in at hearing 


the Father of ny Lover talk to me in this Manner; and 
thence infer how difficult it was for me to reply —— as 
1 was wholly unprepared for any ſuch Attack I thought 
it beſt to evade it by treating what he ſaid, as a peice of 
Raillery: I therefore affected to be very gay, tho' in 


reality J was very much the contrary; the Lover he 


mentioned had ſo great a reſemblance of himſelf, that 


1 tecretly trembled, for the Conſequence of what my 


- unlucky Beauty might occaſion; his Love appearirs, with 
Reaſon, no leſs a Misfortune to me, than his Hate had 
The Marquis perceived the little Artifice I now put 


in Practice, you have a great deal of Wit, ſaid he, it 


mult be confefied———1 fee you would turn a Propoſal. 
you don't reliſh into a Jeſt; yet nevertheleſs I aſſure you 


nothing is more ſerious ———1I will however fay no 


more 
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vourable Time may offer 


I ſee you. 
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more of it at preſent— 


— hereafter a more fa- 
-a Lover of Sixty mult 


have Patience. 


After this, the 8 Fel on a different 


Subject; the old Marquis told me he had been ſolliciting 
in my behalf at Court, that he had reminded the King 


of what his Majeſty had done for me before, and repre- 
ſented my Merit, and the Gratitude J expreſſed for that 
Bounty in ſo ſtrong a Light, that he did not doubt but 


a good Effect would come of it. The King, ſaid he, 


being told I am your Godfather, and that I eſpouſe your 
Intereſt, will I believe allow you a Penſion, and I flatter 
myſelf, ſuch a one, as will ſupport you without being 
obliged either to my Son or Nephew. 


This Service was indeed very acceptable to me, and 


without reflecting as I might have naturally done, 
whether this was not a generous Artifice in the Marquis, 
do confer this Favour on me, without letting me know 
: how far I was obliged, I thanked him with the utmoſt 


Humility and Sincerity, for intereſting himſelf ſo far in 


my Behalf. The Affair is not yet concluded, faid he, 
the better to conceal from me what Part he had in itz 
but I don't doubt but to wiſh you Joy of it the next Time 
I ſhall be extremely glad not to be dif- 
2 appointed i in my Hope, for I ſolemnly proteſt I have 
nothing more at Heart, than to ſee you | perſectiy 


eaſy. 
I returned this Compliment as became me, and what- 


4 ever paſſed in my Boſom, behaved with a Chearfulneſs 
2} which was very engaging to my Gueſt ; he aſked Per- 


miſſion to ſtay to Supper with me, and as it was a Fa- 


your I did not dare to refuſe, granted it, as tho' ſatisfied 
-he ſaid many fine 


with the Honour he did me 
Things to me, on my acquitting myſelf ſo well in the 


little Forms obſerved at Table between Perſons of 
Diſtinction, and often cried out in a kind of Tranſport ; 
good God! who would believe this admirable Creature 
was born in a Cottage. 


When it grew towards Pleven a Clock, he took his 


leave, ſaying, he r never would exact any thing from me 
He that 
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for: 


my Breaſt a perfect Chaos of Confuſion- 
that Night, and roſe next Morning, not much more 
compoſed, when as I was — for ſomething in a 
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that treſpaſſed on Decency ; that tho' he could never 


think the Hours tedious in my Company, yet for my 
ſike he judged it Time to zetire, which he did with the 


greateſt Complaiſance, and a Promiſe of ſeeing me the 


next Day. 


He failed not in his Word, and during eight Days, 


that he ſtayed at Paris, was never abſent in an Aﬀter- | 


noon. No Refpe& could exceed that with which he 


treated me; but every Time he came, dropt one Ex- 


preſſion or another, which made me fear the few Charms 
I was Miſtreſs of had made but too much . on 


his Heart. 
The Day of his Departure he told me he was obliged 5 
to leave me, and as it would be impoſſible for him to 


returu in leſs than a Fortnight, proteſted he never under- 


took any Journey with more regret. I tear myſelf from 
you, ſaid he, and in this ſhort Time, that I have been 
_ accuſtomed to your Company, am convinced 1 can't 
be happy without being eternaily with you 
at preſent, continued he, "comprehend not the meaning of 
theſe Words, and many other others I have ſaid, here- 
aſter they will be ſuſficiently explained. 


—if you 


Alas! thought I. they are but too eafily accounted 


gone, and then fell into moſt terrible Agitations, to 
think of the Event of ſo unexpected an Accident——— 
Now, ſaid I, all my ill Fortune is compleated 


will he, who would not conſent to his 


Theſe Reflections, which after what had paſſedbetween 


me and the old Marquis were highly reaſonable, joined 


to the Uncertainty I was in for the Fate of his Son, made 


Drawer 


I difſembled however my Diſquiet till he was 


were 
the Marquis to return repentant of the raſh Judgment 
jealous Rage has made him paſs upon me, will he pre- 
{ume to Rival his Father ?— and will the Father wvecede 
to the Son 
Union with me, when he not loved me, ever be pre- 
valjed upon to yield that he ſhould marry the Woman he 
unhappil y has a Paſſion for himſelf ?— 


I ſlept little 
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Drawer in my Toylet, I diſcovered a little Packet, 


which not having ſeen before, I haſtily opened, and 


fonnd it contained a Purſe, ſuch as Counters are ordina- 


rily put into, but by the Weight I judged it to be Gold ; 


nor was I deceived in my Conjecture there were in 
it Two thouſand Livres; and a Letter as follows: 


To the charming JeanerTrT a, | 


| TH E King has granted you Two Thouſand Livres, 5 
= my Hands; and has ſettled on you one Thouſand mare, 


to be conflantly paid you by the Tear. Fox /o good 


an Oeconomiſt as ] know you are, this little Revenue I 


flatter myſelf will fulſice I choſe this way of deliver- 


ing you the Money, becauſe I would avoid any Acknoww- 


ledgments your Exceſs of Complaiſance and Gratitude might 
have draaun from yon — and deſire that when I next 


Hawe the Pleaſure of ſeeing you, you will mention nothing 


of it Ven are under no manner of Obligation to me, as 


your God. father, it is my Duty to eſpouſe your Intereſt, and 


I but ſpoke, and my Requeſt a granted. :/ hereafter 


2 Hall be fortunate enough to do any thing that may deſerve 
pour Friend/>ip, T fpall not in that ſo eafily give up my 


f P retenſions Be aſſured there is nothing I more ardently 


defire, nor will go greater lengths to obtain 


1 


Hawe avell cueighbd your Merits, and it is to them, nuch 
more than to your Beauty, admirable as it is, that you are 
indebted for all can be done for you by him, woho is, 


With the moſt perfe Honour 
and tenderefi Afection, 
De loveh IR AX ET TAL 
Admirer and Friend, 
de —. 


So great an Act of Generoſity, and the Manner of 
doing it, both ſurprized and charmed me, for J had then 
a firm Belief, which has been ſince confirmed, that it was 

tirom the ſincere Friendſhip of this truly valuable Noble- 


man, 
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158 The Virtuous Villager; or, 
man, not the Bounty of the King that I received this 
Favour; which indeed came very ſeaſonably; my little 
Stock of Money being very near exhauſted by the Aſſiſ- 
tance I had given my Parents, I muſt without this Re- 
lief have ſoon been driven to very great Straits. Afflicted as 
I was on many Accounts, this gave me great Conſolation 
People may ſay what they will, but Money is a vaſt 
Alleviater of Misfortunes. I from my Heart ad- 
mired and acknowledged the Goodneſs of Providence 
Divine Service approaching I went to Church, and 
joined in it with a greater Fervency than I had ever done 
before, even at the Time when I was in that dreadful 
Pit mentioned in the Beginning of theſe Memoirs, and in 
Expectation of being every Moment devoured by a Beaſt 
of Prey. The Poor were amply remembered by me, 
and I gave Money to the Sacriſtian to have Prayers 
offered up for the Preſervation of the Marquis and the 
Count, from all the Dangers to which they were expoſed. 


I was taught from my Youth to have a Confidence in 
ſuch Acts of Piety, and have experienced in many In- 
ſtances that they are never thrown away, and tho' thoſe 


who have little Charity themſelves, are apt to ſay what 
is given that way, is in Danger of being miſapplied, I 
look on this only as the excuſe of a narrow Soul, ſince it is 
the good Intention that renders the Gift acceptable to Hea- 
ven the Guilt of the Perverſion lies alone on the 
Perſon's Head, who is entruſted with the Diſtribution, 
but the Merit in the Donar is the ſame, and never miſſes 


have not always received an immediate Relief from the 
M isfortunes I laboured under, yet my Prayers have been 
efficacious in obtaining a Fortitude and Reſignation to 
| ſupport them without thoſe Murmurs and Repinings, 
which are the certain Tokens of an abject Mind,  _ 
_ . Great indeed were the Trials I ſuſtained, and ſuch as 
nothing but a due Conſideration from what Hand they 
came, could have given me a ſhare of Patience requiſite 
to preſerve me from Deſpair. That very Morning at 
my return from Church I found a Perſon whom 1 
had ordered to bring me the Gazette, waiting for me, 


its Reward. And this I may venture to affirm, thatif I 
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— TR, looked earneſtly for that Article relating to the 


Affairs in Germany———and found a Paſſage which too 
plainly confirmed what the Count de Saint Fal had 
wrote to me concerning the Marquiz=—the Words 
were theſe: _ F dr EO0L 
A Detachment, commanded by a young Nobleman, 
« 1s entirely cut off, having been ſurrounded by the 
Enemy, and the Commander with ſeveral other 
Officers of Diſtinction left for dead in the Field.” 
Ah, Heavens! cried I out, the Marquis is no more! 


Vretched - vretched Feanetta——this was all I 


had Power to ſpeak; o verwhelm'd with Grief, my 
Senſes quite forſook me, and I fell motionleſs into a 
Chair: I remained it ſeems two Hours in this Condition; 
during which my Cloaths were plucked off, and I was 
put into Bed, without my being in the leaſt ſenfible of any 
thing done about me, or ſhewing any ſigns of Life. 
When I came to myſelf, I found my Bed encompaſſed 
with Perſons I had never ſeen before, and Barbara on her 
Knees weeping bitterly, and wringing her Hands, hav- 
ing given me over for dead; a Prieſt whom ſhe had ſent 
for in her Fright, aſked me how I did; alas! anſwered I, 
more ſick in Mind than Body: Have Courage then 
Madam, reſumed he, and caſt your Cares on God, 
who in his good Time will relieve you. As he ſpoke 
| theſe Words, the Company withdrew, and I cafting my 
Eyes more heedfully upon him than I had done before, 
remembered I had ſeen him officiate at the Chapel where 
I uſually went to Prayers, and had taken a particular 
Notice of him on Account of the extraordinary Devotion, 
he ſeemed inſpired with above the reſt of his Brethren : 
I look'd on him in this Juncture as one ſent from 
Heaven for my Conſolation, and made no Scruple of ac- 
quainting him, that the Condition he found me in, had 
been occaſioned by hearing of the Death of a Perſon who 
was very dear to me, and whom I had looked upon as a 
Man that was to have been one Day my Huſband. 
The good Eccleſiaſtick conformed himſelf to my 
Weakneſs, the better to enforce his Doctrine, and 
mielded me from that Deſpair, he perceived was ready 
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to lay hold on me, by making me ſenſible how little. 
| Regard was to be given to Publick News-Papers, the 
Accounts of which he aſſured me were very uncertain ; 
and then exhorted me to ſubmit to the DivineWill, which 
it was my Duty to doin all Events, and which knew 
What was beſt for me, and would order every thing for 
my Good, if I endeavoured ſincerely to reſign every 
Thing entirely to its Diſpoſal ; he added, that a too 
great Attachment to any created Being, brought on 


nothing but Miſery and Vexation, and that it was a 


Crime to indulge Grief at the Expence of my Health. 
His Admonitions failed not of their Effet, I promiſed 

him II would uſe my Efforts to do my Duty, on which 

he took his Leave, aſſuring me he would conſtantly re- 


member me in his Prayers. 


_ . Immediately after he was gone, a huge tall Man 
with a monſtrous black Wig, came to my Bedſide and 
offered to take me by the Hand: His Aſpect and Man- 
ner of approaching me, put me into ſuch a Terror, that 
I ſcreamed out and ſnaiched my Hand away————TI 

had no Thoughts of a Phyſician being ſent for, and my 

Head _ a little out of Order through the Weakneſs 
which my late Fainting had left me in, made mie not 
preſently comprehend what buſineſs he could have with 
me; but he ſoon ſolved the Riddle, when addreſſing 
| himſelf to an old Lady who flood by; theſe Symptoms, 
Madam, ſaid he, denote a manifeſt Delirium, ——ſhe 
muſt he let Blood this Minute Run, purſued he, 
to Barbara, and fetch Monſieur Lancelot the Surgeon, 
that he may perform the Operation, while this little 

Interval of Senſe continues. I was ſo much amazed at 

being looked upon as mad, that I could not make any 
Anſwer to convince him and the reſt of the Company, 
that I was not ſo. How kind is Providence, ſaid the 

Lady, to whom he had ſpoke, if Monſieur de Pourpre, 

had not happened to be at Home when I ſent, what - 

might not this pretty young Creature have ſuffered ! 

During this Lady's Exclamation I recovered my Voice, 

and looking on this frightful Doctor with Contempt, I 
ſand in no need, ſaid I, neither of a Surgeon, nor Fon 

| ſelf 
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ſelf; ſo deſire you'll leave my Chambe: 44 — 
Ha —cried he, the Fit is coming again————L 
wiſh Monfieur Lancelot were here ſhe muſt have 
ten Ounces at leaſt taken from each Arm; and twice 
that Number from under the right Ear; then turn- 
ing to me, have a good Heart. Madam, ſaid he, I'M 
engage we'll ſet you up again, tho? it muſt be owned you 
are far gone very far gone indeed See, con- 
tinued he, to the old Lady, who I perceived had a great 
Confidence in him, what a Wildneſs there is in her 
Eyes Ah, I am never deceived, if I once lool 
in the Eyes of a Patient- our Phyſicians, gene- 
rally ſpeaking, are very ignorant, they cannot read 
Diſeaſes by the Face, and therefore envy me for my 
ſuperior Skill they talk of obliging me to leave 
Paris; but they ſhall repent it if they offer to moleſt 
me in my Practice. I have a whole Volume ready for 
the Preſs, which I'll have printed in Holland, and put 


them all to Confuſion. = 5 
The old Lady ſeemed to approve prodigiouſly of 
whit he faid; and then aſked him, what Remedies he 
Intended to preſcribe for my Cure. None Madam, 
anſwered he, but what are perfectly ſimple-————the 
Gentlemen of the Faculty will ſometimes keep a Patient 
under their Hands, three or four Years; but my Me- 
dicines never fail doing the Buſineſs in nine Days at 
fartheſt— I'll have her bled twice a Day for three 
Days ſucceffively———the too great Height of her 
Spirits, muſt be brought down by three Days Faſting, 
and the Heat of her Liver cooled by Bathing ——— _ 
ſo that for the laſt three Days, I'll have her ſer up to the 
Chin in cold Water, for at leaſt fix Hours together ; and 


if this, with the help of ſome few Lenitives and Eme- 


' ticks, does not remove all her Complaints at the End of 
nine Days, I'Il be content to forfeit all the Reputation I 
have acquired, and be looked npon as ignorant as thoſe 

really are, who pretend to call me ſo. 3 
The murderous Deſign which I found this Emperick 
had formed againft me, frighted me to that Degree, 
that I cried out: Barbara, who was now returned from 
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| ſeur, here is your Patient 


162 The Virtuous Villager ; or, 


going to the Surgeon's, came to me, and aſked me ten- 


erly what was the matter O, ſaid I, ſend that Man 
away, pointing to Doctor Pane, the very Sight of him 


will throw me into Fits. Is Monſieur Lancelot coming, eried 
he, without regarding what I ſaid? 


O, here he 1s, 
Come, Mon- 
be ſpeedy in performs 
ing the Operation. The Surgeon, without making any 
reply, preſently plucked out his Lancet, and called for 
warm Water and a Fillet ! while theſe Things were 
preparing, the terrible Doctor repeated to him the 
Number of Ounces of Blood he was to take from each 

Arm, and I making a fign to Barbara to draw my 
Curtains cloſe about me, threw a Gown over my Shoulders, 


continue] he, perceiving him enter: 


and eſcaped from the Bed's-Feet into another Room, where 


L bolted myſelf in, reſolving not to open the Door till the 


Gigs. . 45 


Doctor and Surgeon had left the Houſe. 


IJ could hear the Uproar they made, when they found 


I was gone See] cried Paurpre, can there be a 
more evident Proof of Madneſs, than to fly from Re. 
medies, and ſuch neceſlary ones as I always preſcribe ? 
vou, Madam, continued he, who ſent for me, and 
| Know my Skill, can be a Witneſs that this young Lady 
is mad 
I think in Charity we ought to force open the Door, and 
bind her till the Operation is perform'd- | 
a meritorious Action to cure her againſt her Will; and 
if ever ſhe comes to her Senſes, ſhe will thank us for bs | 
Violence we are now compelled to offer. 


-you ſee how ſhe uſes me- for my Part, 


it will be 


As no body oppoſed this Advice, and 1 heard ham 


draw near the Door, I doubted not but they would do 
1 as he ordered, ſo was forced to "7 out, and protelt if 
they attempted ſuch an Outrage, I 
from the Window, and have them all proſecuted. 


| would call for help 


The Surgeon, who was a Man of more Reaſon, and . 


doubtleſs had not the beſt Opinion of Monſieur Poarpre's 
Advice, begged me to moderate my Paſſion, and aſſured 
me he knew too well what he ought to do offer to bleed 
me without my Conſent. 


I am ready to believe you 
M onficur, n I, but that Doctor has 2 7 
— 
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ſome Intentions of deſtroying me, and he will oblige you 
to do it. No, Madam, returned he, I give you my 


ſolemn Promiſe, that I will be the firſt to oppole it, un- 


leſs commanded by yourſelf. I beg, therefore, 
Purſued he, that you will open the Door, that I may have 
the Honour of knowing by what Accident this Miſtake 


has happened, and you will find I — obey no other 


Orders than your own. 
The Lady whom I mentioned was truly good na- 
_ tured, and moved with my Tears, made the ſame Pro- 


teſtations that I ſhould not be moleſted, and Barbara, 
frightned leſt I ſhould catch Cold, as ſhe knew I was 


half naked, cried to me, that they ſhould kill her be- 
fore they ſhould offer to touch me all this toge- 
ther emboldned me at laſt to open the Door, the 


Surgeon and the Lady came in, and the Doctor was 
: preſſing in after them; but on my ſaying he ſhoald 


not enter, they ſhut the Door againſt him. Recover 


yourſelf, Madam, I beſeech y6u, ſaid Monfieur Lance- 
let, and favour me fo far, as to inform me, what has 


occaſioned the Trouble we have given you. On this 


I related to him all that had paſſed, and this with ſo 


much Calmneſs, that he ſhrugged up his Shoulders, 


| faying, it was not the firſt piece of Folly that 


Pourpre had been guilty of, and that for his Part he 


was amazed he had been ſuffered to practiſe; but added, 
that he did not want Skill, if he were leſs ſelf- ſufli- 


cient and precipitate. 


The old Lady, who it ſeems had been ſo good to 


come to my Aſſiſtance, when Barbara cried out on 
my fainting away; told me, that imagining my Caſe 


was deſperate, ſhe had ſent for the Doctor, in whom 

till now ſhe had placed great Confidence, and alſo for the 
Clergyman: I gave her my hearty Thanks for both, 
as ſhe. meant well; but told her I ſhould always think 

* myſelf under an Obli ation, for bringing me acquainted. 
with that pious Excfeſiaſlick from whoſe excellent Re- 


monſtrances I had received great Benefit ; but as for the 


other I deſired to ſee him no more, for I looked upon 


This 


bim to be more mad than he imagined me to be. 
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This whimſical Adventure ended with my ordering 
a Gratification to the Surgeon and Emprick, who went 


away well enough ſatisfied, but created in me ſuch an 


Averſion to all Phyficians and Preſcriptions, that I 
could never fince, even on the moſt preſſing Occaſions, 
be perſuaded to have recourſe to them ———tis true, 


I am ſenſible that this is Prejudice, and that all are 


not Doctor Pourpre's, but yet it is what I cannot get 


over, and fo ſtrongly is it rooted in me, that I believe 


I fall carry it to my Grave. 


As ſoon as I was free from the Company of theſe 


Gentlemen, the good old Lady, to whoſe miſtaken Zeal 


I was indebted for their Preſence, told me, ſhe ſhould 
de very glad of my Acqaintance, that ſhe had conceived 
a great liking to me for ſeeing me ſo conſtantly at 


Church, where ſhe went twice every Day, and had 


obſerved I offered up my Devotions with * Fervour 
than could be expected from a Perſon of my Years. 1 


anſwered her in the politeſt Manner I could, but eva- 
died the Offer ſhe made me, as not ſuiting with my 


Humour to ſee any Company, even tho' they were of 


my own Sex. Indeed, I had ſuffered ſo much by my 


too readily entring into a Familiarity with Madamoiſelſe 
Fania, that I had fixed my Reſolution to avoid all 


poſſible Dangers of that kind, and nothing could 
perſuade me to break it. 8 
After ſhe had taken her leave, I again took up 


the Paper, which had occaſioned all this Buſtle, 
and whether it was owing to what the Clergy- 
man had ſaid to me, or that in the hurry of my firſt 


reading it wy Apprehenſions had magnified the Danger, 
I know not, 


Detachments commanded by Men of Quality, and 


poſſibly it might be ſome other who had fallen the Victim 


of War, not him for whom I was fo nearly concerned; 

this ſoothing Reflection, joined to the Fatigue I had un- 

dergone, made me fall into a ſound Sleep the Moment 
I went to Bed, roy 


L 


ut methought it did not now ſeem ſo poli- 
tive as before, and left room for Hope——the Marquis's 
Name was not i nſerted, and there might be many 


| 2 2 
? 
5 


I was, methought, in ſtrange Emotions at this Sight, 
| but looking again was ſurpriſed to find the Bridegroom 
changed into the young Marquis, and the old one 
entirely diſappeared——caſting my Eyes a ſecond Time 


bs 
| 

: 

E 
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I Would fain have perſwaded my poor loving Aunt 
to have gone to her Bed, but all I could ſay would 
not prevail on her, ſhe inſiſted on watching by me, 

and happy was it for me ſhe did fo, I had otherwiſe 


died through Fear, if not been murdered, as the Ac- 


eident I am going to relate will ſhew. 


Ihe Confuſion and Trouble I had been in that Day, 


left Impreſſions on my Imagination, which was doubt- _ 
leſs the Occaſion of a very frightful Dream | 
Methought a Ghoſt, loaded with Chains appeared be- 


fore me, looking on me with a very mournful Aſpect. 
II endeavoured to avoid ſeeing him, but could 


not, and I beheld in his Arms a Corpſe covered with 
Blood and Wounds, which I immediately knew to 
be the young Marquis De L———7/. — be- 
hind this ghaſtly Phantome, many others equally 
_ diſmal ſeemed to ſtalk, with ſolemn and dejected 


Pace — among them was the Father of my Lo- 
ver, who led a Woman in Stature, Shape and Fea- 
_ tures perfectly reſembling myſelf——— ſhe ſeem'd to 


move as if by Compulfion, and had ſomething in her 
Air, more melancholy and forlorn than the reſt 
The old Marquis knelt down with her at the Feet 
of the dreadful Phantome I firſt mentioned; on which 
the Corple of my Lover ſeem'd to revive, his Eyes 
opened, and the Blood no longer iſſued from his 
_ Wound-———ÞBy degrees he came to himſelf, and 
\ quitting their Arms which had held him, he took 
bis Father's Hand, and that of the Woman who 


was in every thing my other felf, and joined them: 


on the Spectre, I perceived he now had in his Arms ano- 


ther Corpſe embrued in Blood, as the former had been— — 


this I preſently knew to be the Count de Saint Fal, his 
Countenance appeared ſo mournful and pity- moving, that 
I was running to give him ſome Conſolation in the 
exceſſive Sorrow with which he appeared to be over- 
ny %% no en» _ whelmed, 
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and looked at me, and then cried, ay, ſhe's fail 
I knew no buſineſs I have to fit here————Pll een 
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whelmed, when on a ſudden I was waked by my Cur- 
tains being drawn back -I Rarted as People gene- 
rally do when rouzed too haſtily from their Sleep, and 
diſcovered by the Light of a ſmall Taper, which was 
burning on the Table, a Man arm'd with a Ponyard, 
Which he preſented to my Breaſt, ſaying at the ſame 
Time, you are a dead Woman, if you offer to cry 
out, or make the leaſt Noiſe———your Purſe, or your 
Life this Inſtant muſt be mine. Hs Tt. 
O Heaven! to whom I owe my Preſervation in this 
_ dreadful remembrance of thy Goodneſs to me, 
keep for ever in my Mind an humble and grateful 
Remembrance of thy Goodneſs to me! My Aunt 
Barbara, who as I ſaid before, would needs re- 
main in my Chamber, imagined ſhe heard ſomething 
breath in a Cloſet juſt behind the Chair in which ſhe ſat: 
— -ſhe liſtned for ſome Time, and hearing the ſame. 
Sound again began to ſuſpect the Truth—She then caft 
about in her Mind how to avert the impending Danger, 
co call out, or do any Thing that might give 
the concealed Perſon room to believe he was diſcovered, 
ſhe thought would be certain Death, both to herſelf and 
Fit upon a method, which conſidering her Sim- 
plicity in moſt other Things, was very much to be 
wondered at. Inftead of ſeeming afraid of any Thing, 
| ſhe pretended to yawn, and threw herſelf from one fide. 
of the Chair to the other as if ſleepy and tired with her 


me, ſo 


Poſition, and ſoon after got up and came to my Bed. ſide 


o to my own Bed in the Kitchen———ſo having 


pulled the Door ſoftly, as if fearful of waking me, ran 
down Stairs, and called up a Merchant that lived at the 
next Houſe, and ſhe knew had ſeveral Men belonging to 
Him they made ſuch expedition that they were all 
in my Chamber, juſt as I was preparing to riſe and give 
my Money to the Villain. The Wretch let fall his 

Ponyard at this unexpected Interruption, and fell at my J 

Feet hegging for Mercy- the Merchant and his 


People preſently ſecured him, and I a littie wenn 
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from my Fright, then I knew him to be the Man who 


brought me the Gazette. he conf. fled his Intention 
of robbing me, had been owing to my Imprudence in 


opening a Drawer before him, where lay a great Quan- 


tity of Gold, when I went to pay him for the Paper; 
that Sight, he ſaid, had tempted him to this 


Wickedneſs, having always till then behaved himſelf 
honeſtly : But, Madam, continued he, Opportunity and 
extreme Neceſſity ſtifled all other Conſiderations. _ 


Your fainting away, ſaid he, and the Buſtle it occa- 


ſioned in the Family, gave me the Opportunity while 
every body was buſy about you, of hiding myſelf in that 
Cloſet, where I waited in hope your Maid would either 
fall a-ſleep or go out of the Room; the latter happening, 
though not as I expected it, I proceeded to the Accom- 
pliſnment of my intended Deſign, which was, indeed, 
to murder you in Caſe you made any Reſiſtance. 


Barbara then relating by what a Stratagem ſhe had 
rendered the Deſigns of this wicked Creature fruſtrate, 
made me admire the Divine Providence, who when he 
zs pleaſed can inſpire the moſt fearful with Courage, and 
the moſt ſimple with Cunning.— Never was its 


power more manifeſt than in the Inſtrument made Choice - 
of, for my Preſervation in ſo eminent a Danger. 
It was doubtleſs the ſame Power who inſpired me with 
2 Reſolution of ſaving the Life af the Wretch, who had 
_ attempted mine———a Moment later had prevented the 
Effects of my Pity, for one of the Merchant's Men, in- 


ſtead of accompanying his Fellows, had ran to alarm tha 
Watch, as imagining, perhaps, there might be Occa- 
ſion for more Aſſiſtance; but this I was ignorant of, 
and had prevailed with my Neighbours to let him make 


his Eſcape; I was, indeed, ſo much moved with his Ne- 
| ceflities, which he deſcribed with Tears, and the moſt 
I bitter Remorſe, for having urged him to ſo deteſtable a 
| Crime, that I gave him 'T'wo Lexis D'Ors, for the Re 


lieſof Ten Children, he told me he had upon his Hands; 


15 requiring of him to live honeſtly for the future, and 


promiſing him farther Aſſiſtance from time to time, in 


Caſe he would ſend his Wiſe or one of his Children for 
it, andnever let me ſee him more, Ol 
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wich two Attendants with him, was come to ſpeak with 
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ol how heavenly a Satisfaction do they deny themſelves, 


who, having the power to relieve, are inſenſible of the 
Miſeries of their Fellow - Creatures] the Pleaſure that ariſes 


trom Acts of Mercy and Benevolence, is certainly the | 


moſt perfect we can enjoy on Earth; and in my Opi- 


nion, he who wants a Soul to give, is much poorer 
than he who by Neceſſity is compelÞd to a4 But nei- 
ther Precept or Example is of Force, where an innate 


Compaſſion fails to excite, Every one will act of 
himſelf, and the World muſt be as it will; for my Part 


I was fo overjoy'd that the poor Fellow, vile as he was, 
had made his Eſcape, and had ſomething to comfort his 
diſtreſs'd Family, that it more than compenſated for the | 


Terror he had put me in. . 
He was but juſt gone when the Watch came in, 


and fearch'd the Houle ; but finding no-body, return'd 


laughing among themſelves, I do not doubt, at my 


 groundleſs Apprehenfions.—— As for the Merchant, 1 + 
made him a Preſent of a Gold Snuff- Box, and gratified 


his Men for the Diſturbance I had given them. L 
When all was over I embraced my dear Aunt Barba- 


ra, to whom under Heaven I owed my Life; and af- 1 
| ſured her, I would not leave the World without giving 
her ample Proofs of the Senſe I had of the Obliga- 


tions J had to her: —-fain would I on this Occatron 


have declared to her who I was, but I reſtrain'd that 


Teſtimony of my Gratitude, her Indiſcretion might have 
occaſion'd Conſequences of ſuch Moment, that I was 
oblig*d much againit my Inclination to be filent on that 


_ Head.—l1 made what Amends I could, however, by trea- 


ting her with all the Tenderneſs of a near Relation, 
ory, I own'd myſelf not as ſuch; and ſhe had all the 
Reaſo 


n in the World to be ſatisfied with my Behaviour | 


JJ 5 | 
When all this Hurry was over I went again to Bed; 


but had not power to cloſe my Eyes till Day began to 
break; but then ſlept fo ſound, that IJ knew not when I | 
ſhould have awoke, had not Barbara come into my Room, 


and told me that a Gentleman in a long Black Gown, 
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me on Bufineſs of Importance, As I could not imagine 
what any Gentleman that profeſs'd the Law, as I ſup- 


Poſed this was, could have to ſay to me, I aſk'd her 


ſeveral Queſtions concerning what they ſaid, and in what 


manner they enquired for me: And ſhe told me that 


he who ſeem'd to be the Maſter, aſd her, if Madam 
De Roches was at Home, (for by that Name I fooliſhly 
enough {till continued to be call'd) and on her aniwering 
that | was aſleep, he told her I muſt be waked, for he 


muſt ſpeak with me, on a Buſineſs whe. ein Life was 
Concern'd. 


What ſhe ſaid ie n me no o Satisfaction, I got up 


with as much Expedition as I could, and went into my 
Prawing- Room to receive this extraordinary Viſit. 
1 found it was a Commiſſary, who having made a jet 
| Apology for giving me this Diſturbance, addreſs'd him- 
ſelf to me in the following Terms. 


Laſt Night, Madam, ſaid he, the Watch brought a 


Man before me, who they found running through the 
Street, as if he was making his Eſcape from ſome, that 

| he expected were purſuing him; on which they ſeiz d 
him on Suſpicion, but it being late I ordered he ſhould 
be ſecured till this Morning, when being brought to 
me again, he appear'd ſo confuſed, and gave ſuch in- 
| Coherent Anſwers to the Queſtions I put to him, that 1 
ſent him back to Priſon, till he ſhould give a better 


Account of where he had been, and what had occaſion'd 
that Terror, which made the Watch take Notice of 
him. A Letter directed to you, Madam, and entruſted 


to the Turnkey to deliver to you, was intercepted and 
broke open. He begs your Mercy, and fays his Life is 


in your Hands. I examined him upon this, and he 
pretends that having brought you the Gazette, he flaid 


5 to Supper with your Servants, and that was the Occa- 


ſion of his being out ſo late. This agrees ſo ill with 


the Contents of his Letter to you, that I am come to 
know what it is that he would have ſtifled, and what he 

means by ſaying his Life is in your Hands. — Pleaſe. 

therefore, to permit me to take down your Information, 


and you may afterwards act as you think proper 
Vor L, II. 1 
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though I beg a perfect Account, becauſe Witneſſes will 
be called, and any Deviation from Truth, might be of 
ill Conſequence : As I heard your Quality demanded 
this Deference, I came to wait on you YER inſtead 


of ſending an inferior Officer, 


Theſe l. idings made me more and more admire Di- 


vine Juſtice, which purſues Wickedneſs even to its in- 


| molt Receſſes; but was ſorry at the ſame Time that my 


Compaſhon was like to Prove unavailing. I was very 


much at a loſs how to reply, as the Wretch's Life de- 


pended on my Words, and I naturally abhorr'd all kind 


of Lying or Prevarication ; at laſt, it is true, ſaid I, 
that being juſt going to Bed, I found the Fellow you 
mean in my Chamber, at which J was fo frighted that I 
{creamed out and rais'd the Houſe ; but on Enquiry L 
heard that after Supper he fell aſleep in the Kitchen, 
and that when he waked in endeayouring to get out, 
miſtook his Way and came into my Room, and 


thet being frighted himſelf at my taking him for a Thief, 
he ran away to prevent being ſeiz'd as uch. , 
The Cemmiſſary appear'd ſatisfed with this, and 


went 5 fi but J prepar'd the Landlord of the Houſe 
| and his Servants, that they might agree in the ſame 


Story, in Caſe farther Enquiry ſhould be made, as, in- 
deed, there was; but nothing appearing againſt him, he 
got his Diſcharge in two Days, as his Wife informed 
me, who came and returned me Thanks upon her 
Knees, proteſting that ſhe and all her Family would in 
that Poſture, never fail once a Day to invoke the Bleſ- 


ling of Heaven on every thing I undertook. 


Theſe two laſt Accidens, though but Trifles in them- 
ſelves, joyn'd to the other Diſquiets I laboured. under, 5 
had an ill Effect on my Conſtitution I grew pale, 
fell away, my Appetite as well as my Sleep forſook me, 
and in a Week's time I was alter'd to that Degree, as 
Poor dear Barbara did all 
ſhe could to divert me, and, indeed, with her odd 


Phraſes would ſometimes make me ſmile; but, alas ! 
this was a Winter's Sun, which was preſently obſcured 


** the gloomy Clouds of Grief- 


my ominous 
Dream 


my future Conduct 
give me leave to ſhare in your Concern. 


in a kind of inward Agony 


| bling ſeiz' d me from Head to Foot. 
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Dream, the Uncertainty of my dear Marquis's Fate, 


the Impatience of hearing more of him from Saint 


Tal, was ever preſent to Mind, and I believe no one, 


who did not directly yield to Deſpair, ever tute 
more than I did at that time. 


I was ſitting one Day at my Window in a very pen- 
ſive and heavy Turn of Mind, when 1 heard a Coach 


and Six ſtop at the Door, on looking out I faw it was 


the old Marquis's. 1 ſtarted, though I knew not 


Ne) 


why, but ſoon found ſufficient Cauſe to be alarm d, when 


entring my Chamber, I perceived on his Countenance 
ſo great a Melancholy, as in a Man of his Temper, _ 
could not proceed but from ſome very extraordinary 
Occaſion. It terrifed me the more alio, that J found 


he laboured very much to conceal it from me: and ſpoke 
not any thing which could give me any light into the 
Affair that troubled him, I took the Liberty of queition- 


ing him in my Turn; your Lordſhip, ſaid I, has been 


pleaſed to honour me with the Title of your Friend, and 
I conſeſs my ſelf too proud of it, not to do every thing 
in my power to merit it, and would alſo not be denied 
the Privileges of ſo ſacred a Name. 


There is a 


8 


Cloud upon your Lordſhip's Brow, the meaning of 
which I cannot comprehend ; if any unwary Act or 
Word of mine has given riſe to it, 1 beſeech your Lord- 
| ſhip to acquaint me with the Nature of my Cf.nce, 


that I may entreat your Pardon, and attone for it by 
if Il am no way acceſſary, 


1 was going on when he ee me, by crying out 


Oh, 7eanetta ! 
Feanetta.! how cruelly do you make me feel 


| my T enderneſs for my Son. 


He had ſcarce utter'd theſe Words, than a cold Dem 


I was now 
aſſured my Dream was fatally accompliſhed, and the 


dear Man for whom my Vows and Sighs were offer'd 
was no more 


-in that inſtant of Horror all Diſguiſe 


was forgot, my Soul unguarded yielded to the dread ſul 
I ieh 'd, and the Tears burſt ie Tor- 
1 2 5 rents 


Blow. 
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of 1cceiving him 
brought me, threw 1 me into a Fit of Sickneſs. 
was than in Bed, which I ſtirr'd not out of for a conſi- 
derable Time. This excellent Nobleman made his own 


N Effects of. 
during the Operation.— 
their wiſh'd Succeſs 
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rents from my Eyes 
heard from the old Marquis that his Son was dange- 
rouſly, it was fear'd mortally wounded in the Head, in 
giving the moſt ſignal Proofs of his Bravery 3 and that 
the Count De Saint Fal was taken Pritoner in the Battle, 
which happened two Days after. 

The Marquis, whether it were that he thought it ill 


became his Character, to offer any thing of Conſolation 
to me in this Circumſtance, or that the ſight of my 

Grief made his own more ſenſible, I cannot pretend to 
ſay, but he flaid with me but a little time; though I 
heard him as he went out, bid Barbara be careful of 


me, and promiſed her to come again the next Day. 


He did ſo, but found me in a Condition little capable | 
the melancholy News he had 
- $8 


Phyſicians attend me; but on the fourth Day they gave 


me over, unleſs Nature, they ſaid, by a prodigious Ef- 
fort, could throw off the bilious Matter from about my 
_ Heart, which was on the Point of ſuffocating me. They 
were not wanting in their Endeavours ; but my Stomach 
| was too weak to retain any of the Remedies they pre- 


ſcrib'd, long enough to operate on the Cauſe which ſtill 
remain'd benind, and left no hope of my Recovery. 


The old Marquis, who came at leaſt ten times in a 


2 Day to my Bedſide, no ſooner heard this, than he be- 


| thought himſelf of a Medicine, which though never 
given but in deſperate Caſes, he had ſeen ſome good 
this he made me take, and fat by me 
His kind . Endeavcurs bad 


the Emetick Dole ſtaid with 
me for near half an Hour, during which time I ſuffered 


Tortures equal to the Rack; but at laſt was happily re- 
lieved, not only from thols. poignant Pains, but alſo 


from that obſtinate Bile, which had render'd ſo violent a 
Remedy abſolutely neceſſary. Nor was this all he did 


for my Recovery; after i had ſlept a little, and ſeemed 


more compoled, a Courier came into my Chamber, 
booted 


—to ſpeak I was unable; but 
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| booted as from the Camp, and deliver'd a Packet to the 


Marquis, which he haſtily open'd, and having ſeemed to 


read to himſelf ; I expect, Feanctta, ſaid he, aſſuming 


a pleaſant Countenance, that you will congratulate me 


on the good News I have juſt received my Son 
is on the mending Hard, the Account we had of his 
Danger proved a Miſtake, and he had only a dight 
Wound in the Shoulder. | 


This Intelligence, which I then little ſu! ſpected was no 


more than a Stratagem contrived to rectiy the Difor- | 


ders of my Mind, was of ſuch Efficacy, that in a few 

Days after I began to look once more lite one, h 

might be rank'd among the number of the Living. 
Being now judged to be palt all Danger of a Relapſe, 


I made my Acknowledgments to Heaven, and to the 
| Marquis for the uncommon Tenderneſs he had ſhewn 
to me———he ſeemed tranſported at the good Succe!s 


of his Scheme, and continued to feed me ftil] with the 


 Hacteiing Hopes of his Son's Recovery, and that he 


would ſoon be on the Road to Paris. Nay, went 


ſo far as to forge Letters in his Name, which he read 


to me, that I might be perfectly eaſy on that Article; 


and did all this, without ſeeming to penetrate how great 
an Intereſt I tools in it ; but as though his own Satizfac- 
tion would not ſuffer him to keep it a Secret. 


This pleaſing Deluſion continued, till I was fo well as 


to be able to walk about my Rooms, and the Father of 
my Lover having then Buſineſs, which cali'd him to 
Verſailles, took his leave of me; but not without leay- _ 
ing a Servant at Paris, who was to carry him an Ac- 
count of my Hea'th every Day til his Return. 


J gathered Strength very faſt, ſtill delighting myſelf | 


that the Marquis would be ſoon at Paris, and imagining 
that when he ſhould come to hear the Truth of my Be- 


haviour, he would not think me unworthy the Tender- 


derneſs, he once had honoured me with. Never did it 
once enter into my Head, that his Father had 


deceived me, till 1 received by the Poſt a Letter 
from the Count De Saint Tal; I broke the. Seal with a 


Pleaſing e expecting a Confirmation of what 1 


T3 | moſt 
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| moſt wiſh'd on Earth; but how great was my Difap- 


pointment, when J read in it theſe Lines. 


To the moſt beautiful Jeanetta. 


7 883 with the felemn Promiſe you ce 
Nom me at my Departure, I now. give you a little 
Hijtory injtead of a Letter, in which you avill find much 


to lament, and much to rejoice at let not, there- 


Fore, 10 ve firfl Pari o %, you 65 far, as to render | 


you incapable of procecding to that which will afford you 


"Conſolation ; if T hear it does, you muſt expect 1 ſhall | 


not hereafter treat you with the ſame Sincerity. 


By loft acquainted vort, Lovely Jeanetta, that my Couſin 3 


obi the Command of a Detachment, and that I appre- 

_ hended from the Account I heard of him on my Arrival at 
the Campythat his Melancholy might hurry him to9 Jar — 

| My Fears, alas! avere but tos agell grounded. — Courage, 
drubly invigorated by Deſpair, put him upon attacking a 


Convoy, fe eta by more than treble his Number; and be- 


fide that fell into an Ambuſiade, and without what is in 


our Days efteem'd a Miracle, a faithful Servant, muſt 
bawe inevitabl, periſh dit <vas to Dubois his Valet 
de Chamber that he Send his Life.- He ſaw him 
fail, and tranſported by his Zeal and Afedtion flew amidſt 
the thickeſt of the Enemies, and caughil bis bleeding Lord 


2% his Bath, and bore him, in all "Appeas ance dead, to 


the Camp: This Behaviour of his ſeem'd ſo new, that it 
afloniſf d both Parties, and for a awhile ceaſe oned a Ce/- 
ſation off Deſtruction all admired, and none at- 


tempted to render fruitleſs an Aclion which afpeared /o 


brave. 


The Marquis had all this Time no > zus of Life, but on 


the Sur geons ſearching his Wounds they were found not 


mortal, and that his greateſt Danger wwas his loſs of Blood. 
But make yourſelf eaſy, charming Jeanetta, he is t00 
much beloved here, for our Fears for him net to 7 moni 
every enn ing Symptom, 
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ger as you, perhaps, apprebend. 
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bo Days after this melancholy ow, the Armies fought 


a fitch'd Battle; abe avere the Victors, but I vas made 


a Prifoner, and ſtill continue fo; the los of my Liberty, 
7s an inexpreſſible Misfortune to me, as it deprives me of 


the Pleaſure of ſeeing you 2 foon as [_ expected, and of 


doing you what little Services are in my Power. 


1 fend you here encloſed a 5 ewhich the Mare quis 


bad begun to write to me before the Action, and finiſhed 
| after he nas wounded ; ; it vill fer we 10 convince you, he 


is mt fo ungrateſul as you imazia'd, mr in fo much Dau- 
I fincerely wiſh, 
avhatever becomes of mc, 5771 Love and Life may one Day 
make you perfectly bleft.— As what I Jay on this: 
Account, has no l Serie 4 in it than the reſt, I know 
you are too ju)? and gener ous to refuſe me the Continuauce 
of jour Friendibip, and in that charming Hope, I am ei 
abled to endure all the Tryals a Lower can be put ts. 

Tf you think any thing Jae dont avorth by of a Return, 
71 muft be in giving inc as ſpeedy Intelligence as you can, 
that you are aell.- I jlould ali be glad to hear if 
my Uncle continues. bis Viſits to you —what 50K wrote. 


concerning his diſceverins who you avere, fills me evith 


Amazement; but his Behaviour to you yet more, though 


I know him to be the moſt ariful May om Earth. — I can- 


uo concetve, however, what Motives ſoul { induced bin 


: diNJemble with jou —Perhaps, your Beauty and your Vir 45 
ina have made him a Convert, as they aid me; thourh ⁰ ,t 
 evuld not with them to have altogether ih e ſome E ect on 


him, becauſe I fear he wouid not be fo riſitming. — In 


all the Letterehe has wrote to me, he bas never once men 
tion'd you ; I follow his Example, for æsbat I have dine 
in that Afair vill not bear clea; Tug 7:3 to bim, at loft 
as yet. 

am avell ireatid by my Conguer os, . till au Eæ- 


change of Priſoners is made, thor Jam happy enougb to 
receive your dear Command; in Perſon, fu think my- 


Self” overpaid by a Line, for all T cither have, or can do, 


or ſuffer. All I am, or ever can be, being entirely de- 
Doted to the charming jeanetta; but I ail delay no 


Anger the ns Aa you may find in reading the eu. 
4-4 cells 
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 ehſed, which to give you, afferds no ſmall Share of to 


him, avho is | | 
With a Sincerity and Tenderneſ;, 
great as the Charms ewhich inſpired them, 
5 Hoff adorable Jeanetta, 


From Mankcim, Your faithfully devoted 


De Saint Fal. 


Though from the Moment I perceiv'd there was a 


Jetter from the Marquis, I had, indeed, an inexpreſ- 


fible Tmpatience to ſee what it contain'd; yet I would 


not be guilty of ſo much Ingratitude to this generous 
Friend, as not to go through his Letter firft. | 


| *Tis true there were no Witneſſes of what I did on 


this Score; but I had a Judge in my own Breaſt, 
which would never ſuffer me to do that thing in pri- 


vate, which if known would fland in need of an Ex- 
cuſe. But now, having ſatisfied the Demands of Friend- 
| ſhip; Love might be without a Bluſh obeyed, and I 

examined my dear Marguis's Letter to Saint Fal. The 


Contents were as ſollows. 


To Monſieur the Count De Saint Fal. 


1 25 Paris, my dear Conſin, quite frantic with Rage, 


and I am now running into an Engagement, where 


. my Deſpair more than my Honour calls me-———the © 


Occaſion of theſe Emotions is a Secret to all the World, 


but fall not be fo to you ——— Jeanetta has de- 


ceived my good Opinion of her She is falſe: 


Unconflant—————jou will not perhaps believe this, but 


imagine ſuch a Surmiſe only the Effect of a too ardent 


Paſſim, which it is certain always borders on Fea- 


louie t abt I tell you is fat———She no 


fonger loves me, but gives the Preference to the Duke 


De- =; his ſuperior Quality, and perhaps ſuperior 
| | Ts 225 e 
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quit all that aas dear to me 
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Merit, has favayed her Heart in his Favour, -ahd 1 
am no more remembered by her 


to the Army this puſhes me on to ſeek an ho- 
nourabl: Death, rather than 5 a miſerable Life 
ay a miſerable Life, for what is capable 
of affording me any Satisfaction, when ſhe, in whom 


I had ares all my Hopes, has fa ungratefully be- 


trayed me. 


| Image from my. Zr CO —— 


In vain have I ftrove to tear her 
though ſpe is no longer wwor- 
thy, yet ſhe is lovely r te N ork { has no longer 
any Charms for me, now FR is bot. Fatal Pas- 
fron, that lea ves no hope of Nele, 4. in the Arms of 
Death. | 

My Scouts inform me, that a Party of the r nemy isl ve 
tabo Leagues diflant —— 1 fly to feek them ———— 


 Farewel, dear Saint Fal, remember me, and be affur ed, 


that though it is ſomething unnatural to love one's Ri- 


wal, yet you have been always dear to me. 

ff the new Lover of n: zy Fair f len Angel ſoul 1. 
ceive her, I beg you will be ber Comfor ten -. 
both know ber C dennen do not therefore Tarfake 


| her. 


I would not give way to thoſe Emotions, hich reading 


this cruel Accuſation raiſed in me, but paſs'd hallily on 
to the other. Part, which I found was in a differeut | 


Hand, 


My dear Friend, 


Have been defeated, rel by Numbers, was laid 


fer dead, but am now revived and happy this 


laſt Word may feem a Paradox, after what I have ſaid 
above ; but I will explain it by telling you, that jince my 


Misfortune, I hade received à Letter from a G entleman, 


calld Melicourt, which afſures me, I am fiill left in 


the pure Aﬀedions of my dear Jeanetta: V it be SS 
as he informs me, I can ſubmit to every other kind of Ill. 


ä ain oohged fo the Pen of Dubois to tell you 


15 : this, 


this made ine 
this drove ne 
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Object of my Paſſion, and admire her Charms, 
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this. 
make uſe of one myſelf, 


you, and lit me know your Sentimenis, on auhat ſ much 


concerns my eternal Peace; for if what that unknown 


Friend affirms he has been Witneſs of be real, I ſhall 


content myſelf avith the loſs of an Eye, which is in fome 
Danger, jo'T have the other left, to behold the dear 


Aff me, I conjure you by all our Friendſhip, in making 


ny Peace with her, unleſs you think my late Behaviour 


has render? d me unworthy of it= if fo I fhould have, 
zndeed, no more do with Life; but I hope better both 
from her and you. J am ſenſible this is putting your 
PFriend/hip to the ſewereſt Tryal ; 
feat, and that's enough. 


Yours, Ty 
Ee With the utmoſt Sincerity, 


What Tears of mingled Grief and Tenderneſs did not 
this Letter coſt me! again and again did J read over 
theſe Marks of his Affection what would I not 
have given that Inſtant to have been preſent with him ? 


Ah! cryed I, why will not Decency permit me 


to take a Poſt-Chaiſe and fly to the Camp, and con- 


vince him that I think none but his dear Self worthy 
of my Love, and capable of making me happy? 


After a long time ſpent in the molt endearing Re- 
fleRions, I began to think on Melicourt's Behaviour 


my Innocence, without my deſiring that Favour of him, 
or even without his mentioning to me that he would do 
{o, was an Action appeared ſo truly generous and ſo 


noble, that it deſerved my utmoſt Acknowledgments, 


would think nothing too great a "Trouble that Friend- 


ſhip demanded, and made me reſolve to entreat him to 


Sa 


I evould entruſt no other, and am unable 1 
—write to me ſoon, I beſeech 


—but I know to whom 


V— 


I concluded, that a Perſon who could confer-a Be- 
_ nefir for the ſole Pleaſure of doing it, had a Soul who. 


kis taking the Trouble of writing in the Juſtification of | 
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Reſpect, as the Marquis De L———Y— 
add to the Value of it 


and Politeneſs of Melicourt, | 
Letter, and gave him Directions how to manage the 


our Diſcourſe was on his intended Journey. chief- 


quis, till there was no Danger that the Surprize of hearing 
from me would aſſect his Health; 
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take a Journey to the Camp, in order to perfect the 


good Work he had begun, and aſſure my dear Mar- 
quis, that I was not unworthy of the Affection with 
which he honoured me. | 
Having determin'd on this Project, I wrote immedi- 
ately to Melicourt, and ſent my Letter by an expreſs Meſ. 
ſenger; I did not in the leaſt doubt but on the Recep- 
tion, he would come to Paris, having had ſuch a Proof 
of his Inclination to ſerve me. Eſpecially, as I had 


heard his own Affairs would not be decided in fix 
Weeks; the Nuncio having been obliged to write again 


to Rome concerning ſome new Difficulties ſtarted by the 
Parents of Saint Agnes, and, therefore, he would have 
Time much more than ſufficient to go where I re- 
GUST. 


This worthy Huſband of my Shins Saint Agnes no 


ſooner came to Paris, than I made him ſenſible how 
kind I took what he had done for me; and then acquain- 
ted him with the News J had receive 4 from the Army; 


I expatiated ſo much on the Concern I was in, to have 
a full Account of the Marquis's Condition, that he per- 
ceiving what I aim'd at, was fo far from raiſing any 
Objections, prevented my making the Requeſt I was 


preparing for, by offering to go; ſaying at the ſame time 
that 1 could not confer a greater Obligation on him, 


than to give him this Opportunity of becoming ac-— 


quainted with a Nobleman, for whom he had ſo great 


How greatly does the manner of conferring a Favour, 
they have no generous Souls 
who wait to be aſked, before they grant what they 
know is wanted.— I was charmed with the Good- nature 
and immediately wrote a 


Affair. 


We ſupp' d together, md doing the little Repaſt, all 


ly inſilted on his not delivering my Letter to the Mar- 


and that he would 
fi 1 6 | witho * 
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without concealing or diſguiſing any thing, ſend me 


Word in what Condition he found my Lover, and in 
what manner he received my Letter. Every thing 
being thus concluded on, he ſent his Servant to order 
Poſt-Horſes to be ready for his rung ont next Morning 
by Break of Day. 


All this being ſettled, and Melicourt on the Road, made | 


| me much eafier than I had been for ſome time, and 
though I Fad {till enough to trouble me on the old Mar- 
quis's Account, the exceſſive Tenderneſs and Concern he 
ſhewed for me in my late Indiſpoſition, but too much 
confirming the Conjectures I before had of his being 


enamour'd with me; yet did the charming Thoughts of 
being reconciled to his Son epgroſs all my Attention. 


I had no leiſure for any other Hopes or Fears; 
when ore is truly in love every thing centers there, 


and whatever one ſays, or does, or thinks, is dictated 


by that alone. 


cannot preſent che Reader with the Letter I ſent by = 


Melicourt, the Marquis by ſome Accident has loſt it, 
and I remember only that it contain'd all the endearing 
Expreſſions a Soul overflowing with Love and Ten- 


derneſs could ſuggeſt, without any Expoſtulations on the 
Injuſtice of his Suſpicions——the Condition he was in 
took off all Reſentment, and I Iaboured only to make : 


him perfectly content. 

Two Days after the Deperture of Melicourt, it being 
the Feſtival of our Bleſſed Lady, and finding myſelf 
well enough to go abroad, I went to Church to return 


Thanks for my Recovery, and offer up Prayers for that 
of the Marquis. It was to Mattins I went, but hear- 
ing there would be a Sermon in the Afternoon, I order'd _ 
Dinner more early than was my Cuſtom, and returned 


in the Afternoon not to loſe a Diſcourſe, which I was 
told, there was great Expectations of being extremely 
elegant. 

The Character I had heard was juſt : A Capuchin 


preached with ſo much Energy, Learning and Eloquence, - 


that the whole Congregation ſee med affected with it—there 
Was nothing i in his Diſcourſe mat had a Tincture of the 
, | Pedant, 


Lis] Al ] bk ee m— hdd 
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to give a ſlight Sketch of his Character. 
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Telant, and what he mid had more the Air of 1 Gen- 


tleman, recommending Morality to the World, than the 


ſuperſtitious Cant of ſome of our illiterate Prieſts, 

The great Admiration I had of his preaching, made 
me look very much upon him, and the more 1 did ſo, 
the more I fancied I had ſeen him before, tho' in what 
Place, or on what Occaſion I could not preſently re- 


collect. I know not how he came to caſt his Eyes to- 


wards me, but he had ſcarce looked upon me, when his 


Speech began to faulter, he turned pale, and tho' he 
ſeemed ſtriving to repel ſome inward Emotions which at 
that Inſtant ſeized him, his Endeavours were in vain, and 


he fainted away. PLD a 
Every Body was ſurprized and frighted, and many in- 
quiſitive Whiſpers flew about the Church: one who fat 
by me, gave a ſmelling Bottle to a Perſon that was aſſiſting 


the Capcuhin, and ſeeming to know him, was aſked by 
another who he was; to which he anſwered, that he was 
the only Son of a Nobleman, who having an extra- 
ordinary Vocation had quitted a great Title and 
Eſtate to paſs his Days in a Convent, and then told the 


Name of his Family. I was very near falling into the 
ſame Condition with the ſubject of this Diſcourſe, when 
J heard it was no other than the Chevalier D' Z1b:eux, 
Heaven, however, was pleaſed to give me Strength 


_ to ſuſtain ſo great a Surprize ; but fearing it might yet 
have an Effect upon me, I took the Opportunity, while 
all were buſy about him to go out of the Church without 
being obſerved. es tage a BO th. 1 
When I came home I could not help reflecting on 
the Oddneſs of my Deſtiny, which would not ſuffer 
| ſcarce a Day to paſs over my Head without bringing on 


* 


ſome extraordinary Incident or other; but this was not 


all, more and greater Matter of Speculation befel me 
777 d ĩ gy or 
In the Evening, Forſan, the old Marquis's Gentle. 

man, made me a Viſit, and as he has ſome ſhare in the 


Accident of my Life, I believe it will not be improper 


He 
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He had been always bred in high Life, without the 


Means of ſupporting himſelf according to his Birth, ſo 
was obliged to be a Dependant on others; to gain the 


Confidence of whom he ſeemed ever complying to the 


in a 


Humour of thoſe he had a Deſign upon. 


Word he was an artful, inſinuating Man, and had fo 


much the Appearance of Sincerity, that wherever he 


| attempted to pleaſe he ſurely did ſo. As penetrating as 


was the old Marquis De L a} on, and Cer- 
tainly no Man was more, he ſuffered himſelf to be deceived: 
in the Temper of this Servant ; he made him his Confi- 


dante in moſt Things, not excepting the Tenderneſs he 
had for me, and the other to plcaſe him, was perpetually 
_ flattering him with an Aſſurance of obtaining me; but 


the end of theſe Memoirs will ſhew whither in this he 
fathomed the Bottom of his Lord's Intentions. E 
He imagined me of ſo mild and eaſy a Temper that 


he ſhould be able to bring me to any Thing, ſo willing- 
ly undertook the Commiſſion of waiting on me, and 
fathoming my Thoughts concerning the Paſſion his Lord 
bad for me, which he ſuppoſed was arrived at that 
Height, that he would ſpare nothing for the Gratification 
of it. i TW: 


He began with praiſing my Beauty to. a degree of 


Fulſomeneſs, than proceeded to tell me the Effect it had 


on a Nobleman of the firſt Rank in the Kingdom, and 


added, that I ought not to refuſe the Addreſſes of a 
Perſon ſuch as the old Marquis 4e k 


I doubt not but he would have had the Inſolence even 
to propoſe Terms for my Compliance; had 1 not 
anſwered his firſt Attacks in a manner which ſhew'd 1 
did not approve of any ſuch Diſcourſes, and on his diſ- 
eloſeing his Errand, bid him quit my Apartment, and 
preſume to come into it no more, unleſs it were to aſk 
my Pardon for the Affront he had put upon m. 

Any Man but himſelf would have deſiſted a Profecu- 


tion which promiſed ſo little Succeſs ; but imagining 
the Continuance of his Lord's Favour, depended upon 


his Skill in this Buſineſs, he had the. Boldneſs to come 


again the next Day, and provoked me ſo far by his 


Solicitations 


ct 


. 
3 


a ſcornſul Smile that I forgot myſelf— 
ſure I did not learn theſe Airs of Quality in the Village 
of D- 
he ſhould find means to e ere all the chime- 
real Ideas I had formed 
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Solicitations that I loſt all Patience, and told him with 


an Air, which nothing but the Occaſion could excuſe the 
Pride of, that if he ever dared to approach me any 


more with ſuch ſawey Offers, I would find ſome way | 


to make him repent it. 
In this Inſtance now did I find the Misfortune of the 


Meanneſs of my Birth this vile Negotiator, ſo 


far from being daunted at what I ſaid, told me with 
and that 


; to theſe Taunts he added Menaces, that 


that he would enquire 
into my Behaviour, which he did not doubt but would 
give the lye to all my Affectation of Virtue, and that 


he would not fail to repreſent me in my proper Colours. 
_ Having thus vented the Rancour of his Soul, he left me 
to meditate on what he had ſaid. - 


I cannot ſay but I was weak enough t. to be ſtung with. 


. theſe Reflections, and ſhed ſome few Tears; but they ; 
ſoon paſſed of, and my Innocence made me perfectly {1 
"RW 4 forſaw indeed that his Endeayours would not be 
wanting to ruin me in the good Opinion of his Lord, 


therefore without being ill-natured, I thought T might 
do my beſt to circumvent him in any Plot he 
might be capable of forming againſt me, by reſenting 


in a proper Manner, the firſt Time 1 law the old Mar- | 
quis, the Uſage he had given me. 


I was too much confuſed to be able to FR thing this 
Day, but the firſt Employment, after my Devotions, 
that I took in Hand the next Day, was to write an 


Account to Monſieur de Saint Fal of the Treatment 1 
had received from Forſan ; I acquainted him allo with 


my Deſign of getting him removed, in caſe the old 
Marquis did not ſuffer himſelf fo be prejudiced againſt 
me, by his vile Offices. But I did not once mention 
the young Marquis, having wrote ſo fully to ſol by 


_ Monſieur Melicourt all I had to fay. 


I had juſt concluded, when the old Marquis came into 


my Room ; the ag of n him at a Time when Iſo 


little 5 
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little expected Him, put me into ſuch a hurry of Spirits, 
that I could ſcarce riſe from my Seat to receive him. 


You are writing to my Son, I perceive, Feanetta, {aid 
he, ſnatching at the Letter, which 1 was haſtily con- 


veying into a Drawer. I find, continued he, by your 
Endeavours to hide it from me, you have no Inclination 


to make me your Confident in what paſſes between you. 
I could eaſily convince your Lordihip to the contrary, 


anſwered I, by ſhewing you to whom, and on 


what Occaſion 1 have been writing; but to what 
| Purpoſe would it be for me to undeceive you in one 
Point, when it's probable your Gentleman may have 
inſinuated things againſt me, in which, tho' equally in- 
noecent, I could not ſo eafily clear myſelf. | 

1 perceived the Marquis appeared a little ſurprized at 


| theſe Words, I took the Liberty to continue; the man- 
ner, ſaid I, in which you have been pleaſed to treat me 
by Monſieur Forſan, ſhews you have little Inclination 


to entertain favourable Thoughts of me. © 
Don't let us cor found one thing with another, re- 


plied the Marquis, who for all his Subtilty was a little 
out of Countenance, I commanded Forſan indeed to wait 
on you with an Offer of my Heart this was the 
Extent of his Orders, and if he has gone farther ſhall 
_ reſent it——=1 have it's certain received ſome Intelli- 
gence, no way to your Advantage; but my Intentions 
were to diſcourie you in a friendly Manner on that Head, 


and gave him no Commiſſion to mention it to you- 
but all this is foreign to the Letter you hide from me; 
if you ſatisſy me in that Point, it will lay me under an 
Obligation to do as much in my turn few Women 


are without Admirers, and Charms, ſuch as yours, can- 


not fail of attracting a great Number — ſo that all 
the hazard you run in ſhewing me your Letter is, en- 


truſting me with the Secret who is the happy Man: 


but ! aſſure you, and wil! bind myſelf by an Oath never 
to divulge it; and to make you readier to grant what I 
regqueſt in this Particular, will own to you, that I had 
much rather it were any other Man, than my Son, 
whom I would ceaſe to acknowledge as ſuch, if I found 


he had diſobeyed my Commands, on: "of 


48 
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This is too cruel my Lord, cried I, burſting into a 
a Torrent of Tears, and what I could never have expected, 
nor deſerve But you ſhall be convinced J am 


not of the Diſpoſition you would ſeem to intimate 
Mean as I am, I know what Honour, Virtue and 
' Decency demand from me, and have never even in 
Thought deviated from their ſtricteſt Preceptt————nor 
by the Aſſiſtance of Heaven ever will Here, my. 
Lord, continued I, preſenting him with my Letter, this 
may convince you of the Intrigues I carry on 1 


know my Complaiſance involves your Nephew—— 


but he will pardon me, my Character, which is infinitely 


dearer to me than my Life, is at ſtake —if to be 


ſenſible of Inſults and outrageous Behaviour be a Crime, 
J confeſs myſelf guilty. With theſe Words I went 


| into my Cloſet and gave a looſe to my Grief. _ 


TI know not whither the Impatience the Marquis was 


in, to ſatisfy his Curioſity, gave him leave to take any 
Notice of what I ſaid; for he had no ſooner laid hold 
on the Letter, than he began to read it, and I ſuppoſe _ 

with ſo much Attention that he well weigh'd every 


Word, for he was a great while in this Employment. 
This Girl's Conduct is. reaſonable enough, ſaid he to 


| himſelf, not reflecting he was overheard— ——ſhe may 
be aſperſed, and I impoſed on, but if I find I am ſo—— 


then he ſtopp'd, and read again, after which 


e did not expect my coming, ſaid he, and it's plain 


had no Deſign I ſhould ſee this Letter there ſeems 


to be no Guile on her Par. but I muſt, and will 


fathom the bottom of this Affair. 


All theſe Soliloquies I plainly heard, and have fin ce 


found that People in Years are very apt to talk in this 


Manner to themſelves; I conceived great hopes however 


from. what he ſaid, and from that Moment began to 


flatter myſelf with the Belief I ſhould have no Difficulty 


in clearing up whatever was alledged againſt me. 


The Marquis having finiſhed his Examination of the 
Letter, came into my Cloſet. and found me overwhelmed. 
in Tears there is your Epiſtle, beautiful Feanetta, 
ſaid he, returning it to me =I aſk pardon fer 
| 5 an op having 
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having exacted ſuch a Compliance for me 
were not for your Prejudice 


conjure you, if the Suſpicions I have been made to con- 
ceive of you are without Foundation, I will not leave 


injury 


relation to your Conduct 


— 3 — 
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angry at ſuch baſe Calumnies thrown upon me 
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—but I 
Time will convince you they 
Iry up your Tears J 


had my Reaſons 


your Apartment till you have ample Satisfaction for the 


are very dear to me, and it was my Affection which 


gave me fo ſenſible a Concern for what I have heard in 
—I am informed that you 


have a ſecret Lover, who poſſeſſes all the Favours in 
your Power to beſtow that all the Pretences you 


make to Virtue, are but Diſguiſes for your Paſſion N 
that in ſpite of your Fondneſs for this unknown Perſon, 


your aim is to make your Fortune by Marriage, and 


that my Son is the Man you hope to enſnare for that 
Purpoſe. That your Affectation of Virtue is only a 
Bait laid for him, and that you imagine the Paſſion he 
is poſſeſt of for you, will bring about your Aim at his 
Return, if Heaven ſhall preſerve his Life.— de. 
lovely Feanette, continued he, in all theſe idle Stories, 
_ ſuppoſing them to be ſuch, there are FM ſome Truth 
I know alſo you 
make him a very tender Return, at leaſt appear to do 
fo; his Misfortune of being wounded, and the Condition 
55 che News of it reduced you to make me apt to think you 
are ſincere in your Profeſſions to him and yet what 
I have been told perplexes me- | 
ravel the Affair, and tell me whether IT am impoſed 
_ un or not, 
I muſt confeſs that while the Marquis was talking o 
me in this Manner, I forgot my Birth, and the vaſt 
Diſparity between us, and full of the Pride of conſcious 
Innocence, was eager to reply before he had half con- 
cluded what he had to ſay. 


F know my Son adores you 


you beſt can un- 
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I acknowledge to you, Feanetta, that you 


My Lord, replied I, looking on him with Eyes | 


Which I believe informed him of my Thoughts before 


my Tongue could utter them, I am more ſurprized than 
-[ 


a all gracious run. who has given me a 
n * 


ſo far forget my native Meanneſs— 
Lime, permit me to aſſure you no other Pretenſions 
could ever have made an Impreſſion on me. | 
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Mind diſdainful of all baſe Actions, and that my Conduct 
baffles all Occaſions of this Sor. ere I really 


! guilty of giving way to any looſe Attacks, my Anſwer 


would be very ſhort; I ſhould tell your Lordſhip in three 
Words, that I was not accountable to you for my 


Actions, becauſe then I ſhould have Friends who would 
defend me from any Proſecution of yours; but as I am, 
unfriended only by my own Innocence, and the Charms 


it has had for my moſt honourable Protector your 
Nephew, I am bound to clear myſelf to your Lordſhip, 


| from whole hitherto good Opinion I have received ſuch 
J . ee 


As to the laſt Particular your Lordſhip mentioned, 
and in which you doubtleſs have moſt right to be con- 
cerned, I ſet too great a value on Truth to deny I have 
been beloved by your Son, and that he is dear, and will 


ever beſo to me: This you may think a Crime, I am 
3 ſure it is a Misfortune, and the Source cf all I have ſuffered 


without that unhappy Paſſion my Life had 


glided on in filent and peaceful Obſcurit/ but 
het, my Lord, I was ever far from expecting the 
Honour you mention as my due — I am not ſo 


partial to the few Merits I am Miſtreſs of, nor can 
tho? at the ſame 


I faid no more, expecting the Marquis would have 


_ replied, but as he did not, and ſeemed very penſive, and 


as it were wavering in his Thoughts ou ſtill 
ſuſpect my Veracity, my Lord, reſumed T, or are per- 
haps offended at the Truth I have been bold enough 


to utter; but 1 know how to clear myſelf from all the 


foul Aſperſions thrown upon me, and at the ſame 
Time to eaſe you of all the Apprehenſions you have on 
the Score of my Tenderneſs for your Son- before 
to-morrow Night, I will take a Step which ſhall force 
you to acknowledge, I deſerved more of your Compaſſion 
than Contempt or Anger, and gave your Lordſhip no 


Juſt occaſion to treat me in fo cruel a manner by 


Monſieur Forjan, . 
„ The 
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The Marquis at theſe Words ſeemed rouzed from the 


Reſvery he had been in, and drawing his Chair near 


mine, took hold of my Hand, and looking on me with 

more Tenderneſs than he had done before, let us, beauti- 
ful Feanctta, ſaid he, be reconciled: ———T have 
more than you imagine pleads for you in my Heart—— 
you are reitored to my Eſteem and Friendſhip ; and I 
am perſuaded you neither are, nor will be undeſer ving 


No, my Lord, reſumed I, with a Reſolution which 


I knew not if it might not be thought too preſuming for 


one of my Rank to one of his, but as I have already ſaid, 


_ Virtue is allowed ſome Pride, your Friendſhip is as 


fickle and uncertain as your Prejudice: I have a right to 


think ſo from your eaſy Credulity againſt my Innocence, 


may I not expect. 


and after the Treatment I have received already, what | | 
— there is no Refuge for wounded _ 


Fame, but a Convent there will I ſeclude my- 


ſelf from the baſe World, and never more be in the 
Power of ſuch a Wretch as For/an to traduce me. 


It muſt not be, cried the old Marquis, interrupting me, 


i'll never permit ſuch a Reſolution to take Place; 


I have Reaſons to oppole it, which you cannot yet con- 
ceive. I deſire not, my Lord, returned I with the 


ſame Tone I had ſpoke before, to dive into your Lord- 
ſhip's Secrets, but I know my own, and that I am ſo 
far the Miſtreſs of myſelf, as that nothing ſhall prevail 
upon. me to alter my Determination, except on one 


Condition. 


na. * 
£ its 
p17 


What Condition, cried the Marquis impatiently ? 


it is my Lord, anſwered I, that you will oblige the 


Author of theſe Calumnies to reveal before my Face 
the Motives which induced him to load me with them, 


and if I have any ſecret Enemies to diſcloſe and give } 
them up; for it muſt be that either he has been told 


| theſe Stories, or invented them himſelf, and J deſire 
to be convinced as well as cleared. _ LY 


The Marquis ſeemed perfectly alarmed at my 
Thoughts of Retiring, and immediately complied 


with my Requeſt : he ſent a Servant to order Monſieur 


Forſan 


Ee See 


cd * 


of my Behaviour- 
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Forſan to come to him, and in the mean Time omitted 


nothing that might aſſure me I ſhould never more have 


Reaſon to be diflatisfied with his Behaviour, provided 1 
would not entertain any Deſign of concealing myſelf 
From him. . 


Forſan obeyed the Summons, and the Marquis gave 


me the Satisfaction of reprimanding him for the injurious 


Treatment he had given me; during which the ill- natur- 


ed Man gave me Looks full of Envy, and when his 


Lord had done ſpeaking, whifpered ſomewhat in his 
Ear, I ſuppoſe by way of Excuſe ; but whatever it was, 


the Marquis took no Notice of it, and inſiſted on his 
| naming the Authors of thoſe Reports he had brought 
Forſan turned pale at this Com- 


mand, and fain would have evaded it, ſaying it would 


be cruel to betray Perſons, who out of Friendſhip to him 
had given him the Intelligence? At which the Marquis 
appeared highly incenſed, and looking on him with 


Eyes, that ſparkled with Indignation, theſe Reaſons are 


deteitable, cried he, an Accuſation not ſupported by 
' Proofs, argues the Accuſer the greateſt Criminal; and 
I begin to believe you had ſome very unwarrantable 


Views in prejudicing me againſt this young Lady. 
For/an with many Imprecations declared what he had 


ſaid was not occaſioned by any ill Will to me, and 
only repeated by him in Duty to his Lord, that he 
might not be deceived by falſe Appearance. 
Let me then know from whom you had theſe Infor- 
mations, faid the Marquis hercely 


Reſpect for me than for thoſe you ſeem afraid to name? 


 Forſen, terrified at theſe Words, and finding Evaſions, 


would no longer be of any Service to him, confeſſed at 
laſt ; that what he had heard was from a Lady of his Ac- 


quaintance, called Madamoiſelle Junia, who had lately 
lodged in the ſame Houſe with me, and was Miltreſs of 
my Secrets. bs ni ar Peg on 
When J heard the Name of Fania, I no longer was 
ſurpr:zed at the malicious Calumnies thrown upon me 


Women of her Character never forget an Affront; and 
as ſhe could not in reality bring me to be like herlelt, 
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took at leaſt a Pleaſure in making me be thought ſo. £ 


The Virtuous Villager ; or, 


gave the Marquis an exact Account of all that paſſed 


between us, and had given riſe to the Malice ſhe diſ- ; 


covered on my Account, and then begged of him, that 


the might be ſent for, that we might confront each other, 
being determined to have my Innocence made fully 
appear. | 


The Marquis ſeemed to think this Requeſt entirely 
needleſs, and aſſured me he was perfectly ſatisfied, 


but all the little Paſſion I had in me being now worked - 
up to the higheſt Pitch it could be, I inſiſted ſo vehe- 


mently on it, that Forſan was ordered tg go and conduct 


her to my Apartment. He ſeemed ready enough to do 
as he was commanded, and was going out of the Room, 
_ doubtleſs to prepare her for the Buſineſs ſhe was called 
upon to anſwer, when the Marquis called him back. 
No, ſaid he, yau ſhall not quit my Preſence till we 
have heard what this Woman has to ſay: I will have 


one of my Pages carry a Meſſage as from me to her. 


Ihe Page accordingly was ſent to her Lodgings 
Forſan being obliged to give Directions where ſhe lived, 
and as it was but in the next Street ſhe immediately came, 

and with as much Aſſurance as tho? ſhe never had been 
pity of any thing againſt me. | 
I I was about to open my Mouth to complain of kr Z 
III- nature, when the Marquis put me back, and deſired 
leave to diſcuſe this matter himſelt- | 
moiſelle, ſaid he, that you will do me the Fa- 
vour to relate to me what paſſed between you and For/ar, 
I do aſſure you that 
no ill uſe ſhall be made of it; therefore mult inſiſt you 
will at with Sincerity. 
Funia had been formerly acquainted with the Mar-_ 


—1 beg, Mada- 


with Relation to this Lad 


quis, and knew very well that he was not a Man to be 


trifled with, ſo freely confeſſed, that hearing Monſieur 


Forſan came frequently to viſit me, ſhe had imagined he 
was my Admirer, and had rallied him on that Subject, 


telling him that ſhe was very certain he would have no 


Succeſs, for I had a Lover of a much ſuperior Rank. 
The Marquis then aſked who that Lover was that ſhe 


3 meant. 
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meant. Yourſelf, my Lord, anſwer'd ſhe, in a 705 


Manner I know your Lordſhip has no Aver 


to pretty Women, and that you both wrote to, and vi- ; 
ſited this Lady was no Secret; ſo I from thence con- 


| N | cluded you were the happy Man. 


| tron— 


The Bluſhes with which my Face was cover'd at this 
Diſcourſe, ſpoke at once my Anger and Confuſion ; but 


2 1 forbore giving any Interruption to it, in Reſpect to the 
| Marquis, and Junia went on. | 


For my Part, faid ſhe, I little Sought this Conver- 


ſation would be called over again, nor had ſo ill an 
Opinion of Monſieur Forſan, as to ſuſpect he would 
talk of ſuch idle Matters; he aſked me ſeveral Queſ- 


tions, indeed, concerning this Lady's Behaviour, in 


none of which I could inform him; therefore, if he 
pretends to receive any Intelligence from, me, any more 
than the few unmeaning Words | have confeſs'd to your 


_ Lordſhip, he is a Villain, and mutt have ſome Deſigns 
to which J am utterly a Stranger. 


Having ſpoke this, ſhe made a low Canely to the 
Marquis, and another to me, and quitted the Room; 
as for Forſan, I believe, he would have given all he had 


got by the Favour of the Marquis, to have been that 
he look'd fo 


Moment an hundred Miles 5 
downcaſt and mortified, that in ſpite of the Injury he 
would have done me, I could not ferbear pitying him. The 


| old Marquis ſeem'd to meafure him with his Eyes from 
Head to Foot for ſome Minutes without ſpeaking; but 


it was eaſy to perceive, he was incenſed againſt him to 
a very great Degree. 


At laſt, Forſan, ſaid he, you have ſhewn yourſelf ut⸗ 
terly unworthy, not only of my Protection, but alſo of 


all civil Society, and ought to be baniſh'd both——— _ 


you have abuſed the Confidence of your Lord and Pa- 


racter of an innocent Lady 
this 
your other Crimes, the Preſumption of flattering your- 


ſelf, that I ſhall ever ſuffer you to appear before me any 
eee 


you are detected in all 


—you have endeavoured to blacken the Cha- 


ſhamefully deiefted ; ; and cannot ſure add to 


This 
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ample Compenſation for every thing, and ſaid ſo many 
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This laſt Word was pronounced with ſo ſtern an Ac- 
cent, that the poor Gentleman retired in the moſt fear- 


ful and ſubmiſſive Manner. If I ſhould ſay I was not 


highly pleaſed with the Victory, I had gained over his 
Malice, I ſhould be guilty of an Untruth it is na- 
tural to rejoyce at ſurmounting Injuries, and of all others, 
thoſe on our Reputation are moſt ſenſibly felt; yet now 
my Innocence was clear'd, I was ſorry for the Diſgrace 
of the Calumniator, and interceeded very ſincerely with 
the Marquis for his Pardon. No, Feanetta, ſaid the 
22 I may be deceived once, but will never be fo 
a ſecond time by the ſame Perſon, | 
When the Emotions which this Affair had 0 4 
were a little over, the Marquis deſired me in the moſt 
obliging Manner, to forget the Diſquiets he had occa- 
 fion'd me, and as he had Buſineſs of the utmoſt Im- 
portance, which call'd him from me at that time, begg'd I | 
would allow him the Favour of dining with me the next 
Day he added, that he would one Day make me | 


complaiſant and reſpectful things, that I was highly ſa- 
tisfied with his Behaviour. Alas! I little thought 
of the Troubles in which he afterwards involved me. 
The next Morning at Six, Barbara waked me to tell 
me that a Man about Thirty, very poorly dreſt, blind, 
and led by a Boy of about ſeven Years of Age deſired to 
ſpeak with me——gocd God, ſaid I, why did you di- 
ſturb me, I know no ſuch Perſon in the World as you | 
deſcribe ? But, ſince it is ſo, go and ſee what he would 
have. ; 
Barbara went away ; al returned immediately 1 in a a 
kind of Extaſy ; well, Madam, faid ſhe, the blind Man 
was in the right to make me wake you he tells | 
me, he brings you the beſt News you ever heard in your |: 
Life. News that will dry up the Tears you fo | 
long have been ſhedding I was fo rejoyced to 
hear him ſay this, that if it had not been for Shame, I | 
would have taken him about the Neck and Kiſſed N 
kim. ; 
re I 


Im- 
58d I 
> next 


ze me 
many 
ly ſa- 
ought 
ne. 
to tell 
blind, 
red to 
ou di- 
as you 
would 


ly in a 


id Man |: 
he tells 
in your |! 
you fo | 


iced to 
zame, I 


kiſſed | 


| 


Tooks at us as if ſhe did not know us. 
Tongue, replied the blind Man, her Silence is the 
= Effect of her Surprize and Joy; but guide me to her 


Virgin's Victory. -= 0% 
I could not forbear laughing at my Aunt's manner of 
teſtifying the Pleaſure ſhe took in every thing that 


promiſed Satisfaction to me; well then, ſaid I, fince he is 
the Meſſenger of good Tidings ſhew him up to me, I had 
no ſooner utter'd the Word than ſhe flew down Stairs, 
and immediately the blind Man and his Boy appear'd. 


Go on, Child, ſaid he, as ſoon as he enter'd the 


Room, lead me to the Jour Creature, that I may throw 


myſelf into her Arms that 1 _ tell her ho- 
much I have ſuffered ſince I ſaw he Where is 
ſhe Poonam Why does me not meet me per- 
haps, Exceſs of Joy at my unhoped Return, has thrown 


I her into a 8 wo elſe why does ſhe not ſpeak 


is ſhe not here does ſhe not ſee us? 
"Ys. indeed, Pappa, ſaid the Boy, ſhe ſees us, but 
Hold your 


'tis I alone that can recover her, ſhe had al- 


Ways a gentle Heart, and 'tis no Wonder that my ſud- 
den Appearance, alter being lo long ſuppoſed dead, has 
overwhelm'd her. | EB 
Ihe Figure of this blind Man, his ſwinging "IR 4 s 
about, as if feeling for ſomething 


2 g. and the Diſcourſe he 


had to his Boy, 1 thought ſo Whimſical, that I could 


not help burſting into a Fit of Laughter. At which he 


ſeem'd very much offended, how is this, cryed he, does 
ſhe receive me with Contempt? Sure Child thou haſt 


miſtaken. the Houſe———— pray ſomebody inform me, 


it theſe are not the Lodgings of Mademoiſelle De Roches, - 
who paſſes for the Widow of an Officer! Yes, certain- 
ly, ſaid my Aunt, and here is my Lady herſelf. Why 
then this unſeaſonable Mirth, reſumed he? 
ſhe forgot me, or does ſhe not think me Saen of be- 
ing acknowledg'd for her Huſband, becauſe I have had 
the Misfortune of loſing my Eye-fight fince I ſaw her? 


— a 


1 could never have believed a Wife for whom | 


Ide done ſo much, would ever have been ſo ungrate- 
ful; 


but *tis no Matter, I'll endeavour to love 
her as little for the future. Fl ſee the End of it, 


 howerer, 
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| however 


Mamma l- 


— lawns how paſſionate he is, and 8 had 
95 better keep him in Humour. 


diſtracted 
: really ſo, and was angry with myſelf for having turned 


Barbara take him by 


obey me: 
ſuch a Blow as was very near throwing her down; vile 


The Virtuous Villager ; or, 


in the mean time I ſhall make no Cere- 
mony ok my Wife is there is my Home, 
and hets I ſhall take up my Quarters. 

In ſpeaking theſe Words he groped out a Chair and 
ſat down; ; the Boy crying all the while to me — 
Mamma pray ſpeak to my Father 


I thought there was ſomething ſo extraordinary i in this 


Miſtake, for I could think it no other, of finding my- 
ſelf claim'd as a Wife and a Mother, and my imagi- 
nary Huſband taking a formal Poſſeſſion of my Houle, 
that I could not for bear contnung my Laughter to an 
immoderate Degree. 


I knew nothing either of the Man or his Boy, was as 


Barbara, whom I had told 


much diverted as myſelf, which ſo provoked him, that 


he called us both a thouſand Names, attempted to ſtrike 


us with his Cane, and ſtamped with his Feet like a Man 
—indeed, at laſt I began to think he was 


into a Jeſt, what rather deſerved my Commileration. 
To be rid, however, of the Impertinence, I bid 

the Arm and lead him out; 
but the poor Creature ſuffered for going about to 
On her offering to moleſt him, he gave her 


Woman, ſaid he to me, are you not aſhamed to give 


this Reception to a Huſband, who took you from an 
infamous Courſe of Life, and loved you more than he 
ougght to have done; but I ſuppoſe you have taken up 


your old way of living, and prefer that to Honeſty 
—don't think, nevertheleſs, that you ſhall eſcape 


being made an Example of, you ſhall find I have 
Friends that will take my Part, 


The Seriouſneſs with which theſe Words were ſpoke, 


made me grow a little uneaſy, and beginning to think 
he was not mad, thought it beſt to anſwer him in a 


proper Manner: I am very ſorry, Monũeur, ſaid I, 
for the III. Manners I unwarily treated you with: I aſſure 15 


you it was wholly * to my not being able to com- 


Prehend 


* 


( ⁰ eerily; og; 


way of Liſe— 
not drive me out. 


Boy, bid my Man 0 up the Luggage, and then he 
ſhall order ſomewhat for us to eat, tor this vile Woman, | 


Boxes brought into my Dining-Room 
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pre hend your Diſcourſe your Miſtake of claiming 
me for a Wife, I now perceive to be owing to the 
Agreement between our Names ;, for I do aſſure you 1 
am a perfect Stranger to you O] perfidious 
Woman, cryed the blind Man, did I not take you 
from the moſt wretched Condition in the World, and 
make you my Wife ? Have I not had ſeveral Child- 
ren by you, of which this is the Eldeſt, and the only one 
living go, ungrateful Creature, I would have no 
more to do with you, I would abandon you to your ill 


Fate, if it was not for the Pleaſure of Revenge. 


Keep you Temper, Monſieur, replied I, a little more 
haughtily, otherwiſe you'll oblige me to expoſe you, by 


| ſending for Aſſiſtance to force you from my Lodging. 
Was ever ſuch — interrupted he, do you think 


Ill bear this?- 


no, follow if you will your wretched 
II won't ſtir a Step to hinder you; but 
aſſure yourſelf I ſhall ſtay here, and all the World iha!l 
-Go, Child, added be, to the 


I ſuppoſe, will prepare nothing for us. 
I was fo aſtoniſh'd and and perplex'sd with all this, 
that I knew not what to ſay— Barbara, no lets 


confounded, cryed, what muſt we do, Madam? And, 
iudeed, had any one come in, and ſeen me ſtand 


as I did like one ſtupified, they would have imagin'd 
the Man had really ſpoke the Truth. 

His Commands were obey'd, and ſeveral Trunks and 
1 Sat er 
Servant, whoſe Whiſkers made me tremble, preſented my 
pretended Huſband with a Night-Gown and Cap, and 


having undreſs'd his Maſter, and received his Orders in 


a Whiſper, laid the Cloth, but not finding the Key in 


the Buffet broke it open and took out what he wanted. 
behaving in every thing, a as if he had been really at 


Home. 
'The Conſternation I was in, took from me 1 power 
of Speech, and I went into my Cloſet to meditate what 


| was beſt to be done 3 Barbara, who followed me no leſs 


* 2 | terrified 
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terrified than myſelf, adviſed me to call in the Neigh- 
bours and demand their Aſſiſtance ; but alas! the un- 
happy Circumſtances I was in, of having pals'd for a 
Perion J was not, deterr'd me; I knew very well that to 
prove myſelf not the Wife of the blind Man, I mult 
prove allo who I really was, and this was a Step 1 dare 
not takte without the Conſent of the Marquis; and as I 
expected him that Day, I thought the moſt prudent 
thing I could do, was to wait with Patience till he came; -- 
which, indeed, was ſooner than J expected: for as I was 
talking with my Aunt, I heard his Coach ſtop at the 
Door; I tent my Aunt to acquaint him with what had 
| happened to me, and to beg he would come into my 
_ Cloſet, for J dreaded to paſs through the Room, where 
the blind Man and his formidable Sevi/s were eating, as 
J muſt have done, had 1 gone to receive him in my 
Dining- Room. | 
He was much furprized at the Relation he made him, 
but could not help laughing at the Perplexity he found 
me in. I muſt own, ſaid he, the Adventure has ſome- 
what in it very particular; but certainly the poor 
Man muſt be mad; for no one in his Senſes could be 
guiliy of ſuch an Extravagance; but, continued he, e 
will go and ty if we can recover him. 
With theſe Words he went into my Chamber, where | 
my pretended Huſbard was ſmoaking his Pipe: And 
after telling who he was, deſired he would inform him 
on what Pretence he tcok Poſſeſſion of a Lady's Lodg- 
ings, whoſe Quality was not to be inſulted by any one, 
To which the blind Man anſwer'd, that he knew too 
well the Reſpect due to the Marquis De L — 
to offer to contend with him; but at the ſame time 
begg'd leave to aſſure him that I was his Wife; and 
had been married to him many Years, however my 
Artifices en impeſe pon his Lordſhip to the con- 
trar | 
4 was now my greateſt Bleſſing, that the Manuls in 
Reality knew who I was, for had he not, the Aſſurance 


with which this Impoſture ſpoke, and the Circumſtances 


he brought to prove, as he ſuppoſed, what he averr'd, 
would. 
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The Marquis now found I did not exaggerate the Im- 
pudence and Obſtinacy of this Invader of my Lodginge, 
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would have made this old Nobleman, penetrating as he 
Was, ſtagger in his Belief; for my own Part had I been a 
Stranger, and heard any thing related in the manner the 
blind Man did this Story, I ſhould have given it on 


his Side; "fo careful ought we to be how we judge by 


and having liſtened to him with a great deal of ſeeming 
Patience, he ſtood for ſome Moment's conſidering on 
what he heard; at laſt, well, Monſieur, {aid he, the 


Arguments you have brought to convince me this Lady is 
pour Wife, are ſuch as muſt be left to time to confute 


i dne be really ſuch, you doubtleſs can bring 


ſome Evidences beſide your own Aſſeveration to prove. 
it; and if ſo the Law mult determine in your Favour ; 


till then be pleaſed to accept of an Apartment in my 


Houſe, for I think you cannot inſiſt on living here, as 
ſhe diſclaims you for a Huſband, N 


The ſeeming Softneſs which the Marquis treated 


him with, render'd him' more audacious, and imagining 
doubtleſs that there were ſome ſecret Reaſons for his not 


openly eſpouſing my Cauſe; declared boldly that no 
Man, be he ever of ſuch Rank, ſhould preyail on him 


to quit his Home, for ſuch that was which beloug'd to 
me n this, the Marquis appear'd more ſubmiſ- 


five ſtill, and to found him farther, even condeſcended 


to entreat he would accept his Offer, which the other 
. perceiving, cry'd, no, no, my Lord, my Wife is young 


and handſome, and your Viſits here may occaſion ſome 
Diſcourſes not confiſtent with my Honour; though I have 
had the Misfortune to loofe my Sight, I ara an Officer, m., 


Lord, and have had the Glory to receive many Wounaz, 
in the Service of my King and Country. I any 
Not, therefore, to be perſuaded to any thing that will 


occaſion a Blemiſh on my Character ] ſolemnly 


' Proteſt that Woman is my Wife, though for ſome ſecret 
Reaſons ſhe thinks fit to diſfown me, and her Child too: 


* 


and I will maintain Poſſeſſion here, in ſpite of all that 
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would oppoſe me. 
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J perceived on the Marquis's Face a kind of * . 
Smile at the blind Man's Aſſurance, and turning to me 
ſaid in a low Voice, I now perceive this is not a Mi- 
ſtake as you apprehended ; but conceals under it a De- 
fn which we ſhall ſoon diſcover———then ſtepping 
to the Door gave ſome Orders to one of his Servants, 
which I did not hear. On his Return he bid me be | 
eaſy, for he would engage all would ſoon be over. 

He had ſome farther Diſcourſe with my would- be 
Huſband ; but the more he affected to ſooth the Wretch, 
the more inſolent he grew; and nothing gave me a 
greater Inſight into the Subtlety of this obleman,. 
than the Patience with which he endured his * Beha- 
viour. 

Half an Hour had not paſsd over before the Servant 
return'd with a Commiſſary, to whom the Marquis re- 
lated the whole Affair, adding, that he would be bound 


to make it appear that the blind Man had no Pre- 


tenſions to me, for that he was my Godfather, and knew 


every Step of my Late, from my Birth, till that. very 


Four. 
The Confuſion of my unwelcome Gueſts at hearing 
| the Marquis make this Declaration was ſuch, as is not 
to be expreſt; both the dreadſul Swi and his Maſter, 
V ouid now have been giadly out of a Place they fo lately _ 
pretended a right to, if they could any way have made 
their Eſcape ; but the Officers who attended the Com- 
miſſary immediately ſecured them; and only waited the 
Word of Command to carry chem to Friſon. Now, 
ſaid the Marquis, we ſhall make you, Monſieur De 
Rocbes as you call yourſelf, prove by what right you 
bear that Name, and when and where you. were married 
to this Lady. - | 
e Fellow trembled, and perceiving they were go- 
ing to lay hold on him, fell on his Knees and begg'd | 
Aercy of the Marquis, proteſting that it was with no 
intent to rob, much more to murder me, that he came 
to my Lodgings ; ; but was put upon it by one who ſaid 
it was only a Frolick to puns and give a little Confſu- 


hon to me. . 
Who 
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Who is that Perſon, ſaid the Marquis, if you are ſin- 
cere in your Confeſſion, *tis poſſible this Lady may have 
the Goodneſs to forgive you. The pretended blind 
Man now open'd his Eyes, and own'd that he was a De- 
pendant on Monfieur De Beauhaye, and that it was to 
oblige him and Mademoiſelle Funia, he had undertaken 
_ this Bulineſs——adding, that they had given him In- 
ſtructions how to behave, in Caſe I ſhould have any 
Friend to take my Part, and that the Plot was wholly 
_ theirs, though he was employed in the Execution of | 


"Ms 


I was more amazed to hear ſuch Baſeneſs in one of — 


my own Sex, if poſſible, than I had been at the Inſolence 
of this Inftrument of her Malice; but when he men- 

tioned a Gentleman, as concern'd with her in this vile 
Stratagem, it ſtruck into my Head, that it was the ſame 
who had been diſappointed in his Deſigns upon ine; and 
concluded that out of Revenge he had joined with Tuna 
to give me this Diſquiet. I communicated my 
Thoughts to the old Marquis, who agreed with me that 
nothing could be more probable ; and on our queſtioning; 
the Criminal concerning the Complexion, Shape and 


S Stature of his Maſter, his Deſcription agreed ſo exactly 


with the Perſon I had ſeen come down Stairs, the Night 
I had ſo narrow an Eſcape, that I was confirmed in 
what I before believed. 
_ Having obliged him to dil as mak as he knew 
of the Affair, the Marquis told him, in Conſideration of 
his free Confeflion, and as what he had done was not 
out of any Malice in himſelf, but in Obedience to a Per- 
ſon he depended on, he would not inſiſt on his ſuffering 
- thoſe Penalties the Law would have inflicted ; ſo bid him 
and his Confede ates be gone with all their Luggage, and 


take care how they meddled in ſuch Matters tor the fu- 


ture. The Word was ſcarce out of the Marquis's 
Mouth, than they took up the things, and bleſſing both - 
him and I, made the beſt of their Way out of the 

Houſe. The Marquis after this, made a handſome Pre- 
ſent to the Commiſſary for his Trouble, and thus con- 
cluded : an Adventure fooliſh enough in itſelf, yet might 
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have been of very ill Conſequence, but for ſo powerful 
and penetrating a. Friend. „„ 
When we were alone, the Marquis was very pleaſant 
on what happened, and told me I ought to think my- 
ſelf very happy, that I was not condemned to paſs my 
Life with ſuch a Huſband as this amiable blind Man ; he 
would have continued his Raillery on this Subject much 
longer, as it ſeem d very much to divert him, but that 

he was obliged to leave me; and that I was ſo luckily in- 
debted to his Viſit that Morning, was owing to his not 
being able to give his Company at Dinner, having 
Fuſineſs, he ſaid, which would detain him till Six or 
Severin WE Evens. on oe no og or 

Aſter this Storm of my unequal Fate was over, an Hour 
of Sun-ſhine broke upon me; the old Marquis had not 
left me three Minutes, before I received a Letter from 

Melicourt, with one encloſed in it from my Lover: 

I looked upon it as highly fortunate, that the Poſt did © 
not arrive while his Father was with me, to whom I 
could not well have avoided ſhewing the Contents o ß 
both, and how improper that would have been, the 
Reader may judge. That from Monſieur Melicourt was 
%%% / er or Ee Tag 


| 10 the moſt beautiful and admirable : 
„ 5 Feanetta. | „ 


ö Madam, _ Eo „ 

| | T Should be far unworthy the Honour of your Friend/bipy 

| or the Truſt you were pleas'd to repoſe in me, if I de- 
layed one Moment the Sati faction I dare anſwer you wil Þ}4 

receive from the encloſed————for that Reaſon I hall 
diefer giving you any Account of my Fourney, till I have the 
Honour to ſee you this Night having done all the little 
Service required of me 1 fet out for Paris, where I fball 
be proud to receive any other Commands, you ſpall think 
ane capable of executing ——————T hope yeur Health is by 
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this Time fully recovered, if it is not, flatter myſelf the 
bappy * 1 fend Ju will have that good E . — 


Jan, 
With the greateſt Reſpect 
and Admiration of your Virtues, 
 Mademuiſelle, 
Your moſt humble and 


off devoted Ser want, 


Mrricouar. 


It was well this Letter from Melicourt rained me for 
what I was to find, in that of my dear Marquis's : Ex- 
ceſs of Joy being often more dangerous thay Exceſs of | 

_ Grief, the Traniports I felt, however, were ſcarce o 
be ſuſtain*d when I read theſe dear, and r never to be for- 
n N | 


To. my Soul's only Joy, the lovely, the 
adorable and faithful Feanetia. 


| ＋ To my Angel, a receive a double Pleaſure in 
= Life, fince it is by you I live your Letter avas 
an infallible Balſam to my NM ound. Death that 
ronguers all Things, auithholds his Dart at your Commant, 
and ſpares me to make what Compenſation is in my Power 
Vr all the Sufferings I have occaſioned yoti>———O ! 
how fall T expreſs my Gratitude for your Forgiveneſs, 
| for the Continuance of your Affection, after having proved 
myſelf ſo unworthy of it by my foul Saſpicions ! 
Words cannot do i. — Actions muff be of 
| Jared of this? O thou moſt charming, moſt ah of ail © 
your Sex; that the auhole Employment of my future Days, 
hall be to make you happy. I wait with the utmo}? 
Tmpatience the e * my Mounds, aa may mak? 
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See the Efficacy of Jour endearing Faure 
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7 mine forever, and declare to my Father and the whole 
I rejoice 


Vorld, that I cannot live without you. 
4 hear by Monſieur Melicourt, of the favourable Diſpo- 


ſition he is in toward you—————pray Heaven encreaſe it 
to a juſt Proportion with your Merits. 


— Adieu, my 
Charmer, my Weakneſs wwill not permit me to explain to 
ou the thouſandth Part of what my Heart difates. 


Monfieur Melicourt, auho has been Witneſs of my Tran- 
Sports on your Account, I am certain will be ſo generous as 
to make you in Part ſenſible of them; but if you love, 
as I will no longer doubt if you do, that Love avill inform 
you better in my meaning than any Deſcription whatever 
once more farwv—thik f me as your wn, 
for it is inconſiſtent either with 0 FORE: or f: Inclinatitis 


ever to be out 


» ever aut Jnaunrra! 7 
0 off JS and * ae devoted, 


P. 8. Be under #0 Uncafine/ he my - te Sur- 


geon this Moment aſſures me he finds Jo great eee 1 


that I may expect a perfect Cure in a 09 om 


From the Camp, i 


Where now was the Remembrance of my paſt Mis- 
fortunes |! 


Where the Apprehenſions of any future 
Ills ! All were ſwallowed up in the raviſhing Idea of my. 


Lover's Conſtancy, his Recovery, and the Hope of ſee- 
ing him in a ſhort time- 
our mutual Felicity at meeting, and the Means he would 
_ employ that we might part no more. 
taſy, all Delight, and it ſeem'd as if Heaven had decreed 
| I ſhould receive this Letter to give me Strength of Spi- 
rits to ſupport me in the moſt terrible Trial; I had yet 


ever under undergone, and which was immediately com- 
ing ON, 


After 


my Head run now on 


-I was all Ex- 
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of them were right, as a little time convinced me. 
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After having put my Letters carefully up, I ſat mu- 
ſing on the dear Contents, and was in that Poſture at 
the old Marquis's Return: The Satisfaction at my Heart 
made me receive him with an unuſual Gajiety ——— 
he ſeemed pleaſed to find me in that Humour, which, I 
ſuppoſe, he imputed to having been eas'd of the blind Man, 


and the Diſcovery of the Baſeneſs of thoſe who had 


employed him : We had ſome little Converſation on that 
Head; but the Marquis ſeem'd leſs diſpoſed to Raillery 


than he had been in the Morning, and ever and anon 


was very penſive, a Frame of Mind not uſual with him. 


I took the Liberty of aſking if I had any way offended 
him, as I had ſome Reaſon to fear from his Reſerve ; 
no, Feanetta, anſwer'd he, I am, indeed, thoughtful 
on your Score; but the Sentiments I have for you, are 
far from thoſe of Reſentment. .———1 have been call. 


ing a Council in my Heart about you, and after ſome 


"Struggles all is determined in your Favour— . 
Have more than once told you I had great Deſigns in 
Agitation for you————they are now compleated, and 


it is in your power to become one of the happieſt Wo- 


men in France; ut Secrecy, Prudence, and Sin- 
cerity are neceſſary in order to it. I ſee you are 
impatient for my Meaning, and I will not keep you 
long in ſuſpence if you'll allow me the Pleaſure 


of ſupping with you, when that is over we may diſ- 


_ courſe at leiſure. VV | 
His poſtponing what he had to ſay, made me ima- 


gine he intended to prepare me by Degrees for ſome- 
thing, that he knew would very much ſurprize me. I 
cannot but ſay I had ſome Anxiety, leſt it ſhould be a 


Repetition of thoſe Offers he had commiſiion'd Forfar 
to make me; but then the high Encomiums he had ſince 


given my Virtue, made me think he would not pretend 


to deſtroy, what he ſeem'd to account ſo worthy his 


Praiſe ——Sometimes I was tempted to flatter my- 
ſelf, that he would no longer oppoſe my being united to 
his Son.- Various were my Conjectures, but none 


During 
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During Supper we talk'd only of indifferent things, 


bot when that was over, he deſired that I would 
give Orders, that whoever came we might not be in- 
terrupted, which I having done, he drew his Chair near 


mine, and addreſs'd me in the following manner. 
The time is now come, lovely Feanetta, aid he, 


"that I ſhall diſcloſe to you the great Deſign I have fo 


often told you I had for you. Your Virtue, of which 1 
had a high Idea from the firſt Acquaintance with you, 


is now fo well confirmed, that I will no longer delay 
Jetting you know I am determined to reward it by 


raiſing you to a Rank and Fortune, which you could 
not but for that have any Reaſon to expect: not that I 


make any Reflections on the Meanneſs of your 
Birth — Souls have one common Parent, all are 


alike derived from the great Source of Wiſdom and 


Virtue, who indeed endues ſome with a much larger 
Share of his own Divine Eſſence than others- | 
thoſe whoſe Reaſon triumphs over Vice, I therefore look |} 
upon as the Favourites of Heaven, and as ſuch infinite 
more to be reſpected than the Favourites of Kings, or | 
even Kings themſelves, when they act beneath the 
Dignity of their Royal Function. 1 
Tou, my dear Feanetta, are one of thoſe happy for, = 
whom Providence has bleſſed with theſe celeſtial Ema- 
nations in a peculiar Manner in you I find thoſe 
Perfections of Mind, which I ſo highly reverence, and 
I now diſcover to you, that I cannot behold them united 


to ſo many perſonal Charms and engaging Ways of 


Behaviour, without deſiring to be allied to them — 
I know very well, that Cuſtom and the common 


Practice of the World is againſt me, and that rn 


; the Nobility, mean Alliances are never pardon d . 


were my Intentions, but even ſuſpected before accom- 


pliſhed, I mult expect Remonſtrances on Remonſtrances, 

and even what I reſolve, perhaps may be diſappointed | 
by the Interpolition of ſuperior Authority=———on | 
_ - his Account therefore every thing muſt be done with 
0 the ob perfect wude age 8 and I doubt not 


pour | 


5 ＋ HE Marks I have juſi now received of your conde- 


| — nd profeund Duty and Submiſſion, 


— — ——— —— $a 
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your Diſcretion in acting according to the Rules I ſhall 
„„ | art 
I believe after what I have ſaid, you are no longer a 

Stranger to my Meaning there remains yet but 
one Thing to inform you, ——you know I have an 
only Son, who pays me back in Duty all the Paternal 
Affection I have treated him with— I deferred 


declaring myſelf to you till I had firſt conſulted him 
| he ſeems to conſider this Mark of the Deference I pay 
him with the greateſt Gratitude but ſee what he 
Vrites to me, in anſwer to a Letter I ſent him on that 
Score. 5 PO 5 
In ſpeaking theſe Words, he took a Letter out of his 
Pocket, and gave it me to read, which I did with 
very great Emotions the Contents were as follows; 


cher, the Marquis De L—V——. 
ade... 


=" fecending Tenderneſs to me, are ſuch as demands much 
more than a Son can pay, fince all I can do in Return, is 
no more than what ] am bound in Duty to do, auere you 
Leſs good. Believe, however, I beſerch your Lordſhip, that 
I think myſelf much more indebted to you, for your think- 

ing me worthy 4 this Honour, than for the Life yougave, 
and alſo, that had you Thought fit to have acted otherauiſe, 
1 ſhould flill have had the ſame regard for the Lady in 


ohe Favour you are determined; being, with a fincere 


My Lord, 
Tour Lordhif's 
aft Obedient Son and 
5 Humble Servant, 


Whether 


To my Noble and ever honoured Fa- 
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Whether it were that one is naturally apt to believe 
What pleaſes us, or whether J had really Reaſon from 
the Diſcourſe of the old Marquis, and the Letter of the 


young one to imagine I was going to be as happy as | 


my utmoſt Wiſhes could ſuggeſt, I will not pretend 
to ſay, but its certain I doubted not but the next 
thing this Nobleman ſpoke, would be the fiat of my 
Bliſs. I returned the Letter, and trembling between 


Hope and Fear, there was no need my Lord, ſaid I, of 


this Proof to convince me of your Son's Duty and | 
Affection. 


But it may ſerve, replied he, to ſhew you the regard 1 


have for him, fn conſulting him in an Affair, in which 


I was entirely my own Maſter.- 


However, as you 


ſeem methinks not yet able to comprzhend my meaning 
know, charming Feanetta, that notwithſtanding 
the Reaſons which oppoſed my Inclinations, J have re- 
| ſolved to make you the Marchioneſs de L — VJ—, 


Who would not have thought theſe laſt Words con- 
tained a Decree in which all my Hopes were centered; 
overwhelm'd with the moſt gratetul Senſe, and as i 
were out of myſelf between Aſtoniſhment and Joy, I 


threw myſelf at his Feet, teſtiſyirs by that Poſture, 
what in the inſtant Tranſport 1 had no Words to 


Effet, 


How happy am I, my dear Jeanetta, laid the Mar- 
tenderly raiſing me from the Ground, that what 1 


am reſolved to do for you, is received with ſo much 4 


Satisfaction 


I muſt confeſs I heſitated for a long 


Time before J could bring myſelf to declare my Inten- 
tions 
have un too deep a Foundation in your Heart, and 
| ſhould have been ſhocked to have found myſelf refuſed— 
But I ſee my good Opinion of your Prudence has not 
deceived me, and do aſſure you that the manner in 
which you accept my offer has done what I thought im- 


-I feared your Paſſion for my Son, might 


poſſible, augmented the Love I before had for you; and in 
— this Softneſs depend upon it, my charming 


7 _—_ 
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Feaneita, T ſhall always behave to you in ſuch a manner, 
that you ſhall confeſs my Complaiſance makes full At- 
tonement for the Diſparity of my Years. 5 
I am amazed that it was poſſible for me thus to re- 
member what the Marquis ſaid on this Occaſion, ſo con- 
founded, ſo ſtupiſied as I was at this unexpected Stroxe 
of Fate, this ſomewhat ſo infinitely worſe for all my 
Hopes, than TI had ever conceived could happen 
the utmoſt that my Fears had ever ſuggeſted from his un- 
common Complaiſance was, that he would one Day make 
ſome Propoſals of being his Miſtreſs, and then that Virtue 
which he had allowed in me, and ſo much praiſed, would 
| have enabled me to have evaded any ſuch Offers without 
offending him; but to find he condeſcended to make me 
his Wife, left me without any excuſe for a Refuſal, ex- 
cepting ſuch a one as could not be agreeable to him 
it was plain that he muſt be paſſionately in love with me, 
do reſolve on a Match ſo every way unequal, and it was 
therefore natural to believe he would go to any Extremi- 
ties rather than be diſappointed=————the leaſt of IIls 
that could befall me was the being "ſeparated from his 
Son, whether I ſeemed to approve, or abſolutly re- 
| fuſed the Honour he intended———never was a young 
Creature in ſo terrible a Dilemma, nor knew leſs what 
to anſwer to Addreſſes at once ſo advantageous and diſ- 
truction to heighten this Perplexity, the Letter 
I had juſt been reading from the young Marquis came 
freſh into my Mind, 1 now found that his Father had 
wrote to him concerning his own Marriage, and not, as 
J had imagined, a Conſent for him to enter into that 
State ; doubted not therefore but my Refuſal would no 
irritate him no leſs againſt my Lover than myſelf, and 
that Suggeſtion made me reſolve to conceal my Averſion 
to his Propoſals, and gain Time, which in Effect is gaining 
a great deal, as Chance frequently preſents occaſions of 
Relief which we could never have dreamt of 
low is it poſſible my Lord, ſaid I, for me to reply 
to you „ou ſee the Confuſion I am in, nor can 
you wonder at it—good Heaven, ſhall the * 
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of a poor Peaſant, with no other Recommendations nor 


Merit but her Virtue, and a tolerable Face, marry a 
Nobleman of your Lordſhip's Rank and Character in 
the World ! | 


All this Time I had been filent, and while I was. 
ſpeaking this, I perceived he lookedat me with enquiring 


Eyes, and taking me up with ſome Impatience, I have 


already told you, ſaid he, that in my Judgment, Virtue 


much more than ſupplies all Deficiencies whatever; and 


without you diſapprove my Offers, you have only to 
comply to prove the Sincerity of them. LIT 


I then pretended that the great regard I had for him 


made me fearful of his debaſing himſelf in my Favour, 


but heſo well knew how to anſwer all the little Evaſions 


I was capable of making, that at laſt I had no more to 
ay, but to appear ſatisfied with my Lot. COT We Ks 


Having thus ſeemingly agreed, he told me thathe had | 


many Reaſons to keep the Affair a Secret for ſome 
Time, and began of himſelf to ſtart ſome Difficulties 
on that Score if it ſhould be done at Paris, ſaid 
be, the numerous Retinue which always attend me hither 


would infallibly diſcover it; and if at any of my Caſtles, 


People in the Country are ordinarily more iaquiſitive 
_ Into the Actions of their Superiors than thoſe in great 
A . e 


The Dilemma which he now appeared to be in, inſpired 


me with a ſudden Thought; ſuppoſe, anſwered I, your 


Lordſhip ſhould defer raiſing me to the Honour you vouch- 


ſafe, till the King goes ſome Journey, as his Majeſty 
frequently does: your Rank and Employment oblige 
| You to be near his Perſon, and while fo, your Retinue 
muſt be with you cannot you then, pretending 


ſome ſudding Buſineſs calls you to Paris, come with 


one Servant on whoſe Secrecy you can depend; while 1 
in the mean Time prepare every Thing ready for the 
Ceremony: which accompliſhed, you may return 


wherever the Court 18 —as for my Part I ſhall 


remain in the ſame way of Life as before, till the Time 
arrives that you fhall think proper our Marriage ſhall be 
F 9 2 5 - owned; 
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owned; and this, my Lord, I look on as the ſureſt 
means for preſerving it a Secret. 3 

The Marquis told me he was infinitely pleaſed with 
my Contrivance, and would leave the Managment of 
every Thing wholly to me. The remaining Part of 

the Evening was paſt in regulating our future Wedding 
more gay, nor more magniſicent Proſpects were never 
laid out———we talked of nothing but Rejoycings, 
Balls, Equipage and Grandeur, when I ſhould be ac- 

knowledged for the Marchioneſs De L——/—_ 
I came readily into every Thing he ſaid, and feigned 4 
Pleaſure in the Pomp I was to enjoy; but alas! what 
did not my poor Heart endure in this diſtracting Neceſſi- 
ty of Diſimulation ! and what had not have given to have 
it over, that J might be alone to give a looſe to my 
Sighs, and conſider what Meaſures would be moſt proper 
to take in ſo critical a Junture. 1 8 | 


At laſt the long wiſhed Moment arrived, the Mar- 


quis finding it grew late took his leave, and I ſhut my- 


ſelf up in my Cloſet—-] had now not leiſure for 
Complaints or Reflections, ſome immediate Reſolution 


muſt be taken to avoid the Storm, which was already 


gathered, and was ready to burſt upon my Head. The 
old Marquis appeared too paſſionate a Lover to wait 
long II could not depend on his adhering to the 
delay I had invented he might poſſibly change his 
Mind the ne«t Day, carry me to one of his Caſtles, and 


> hazard a Diſcovery for the Gratification of a Paſſion, 


which muſt indeed be great to oblige him to marry a 
_ Woman, whom he had looked upon as fo unworthy of 
nt, hens V 1 
Ass I had talked of going ſome Time to our Village, 
and had given my Parents Money to furniſh an Apart- 
ment for me, I thought that Place the ſecureſt Aſylum | 


I could find as 1 had paſſed unknown by my own _ 


Parents, I might reaſonably hope not to be ſuſpected by 
others, and it greatly rejoyced me to think I had never 
mentioned the leaſt Word to the old Marquis that I had 
ſeen them; for I could not make a doubt, but that when 


— — —— — 
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my Flight was diſcovered he would leave no means 
untried to find out the Place of my Retreat, and that if 
ever I ſhould fall again into his Power, I mutt expect all 
that Revenge could inflict upon me — from Love 
to Hatred was a Change I could not but be aſſured of 
from a Man of his Humour, when exaſperated by Diſ- 
appointment and Deſpair from a Perſon of my Station. 
Having thus determined once more to re. viſit my 
native Village, I conſidered what was to be done beſore 
Ileft Paris; what ſeemed moſt material was to inform _ 
the young Marquis of his Father's Deſign of marrying 
me, the Meaſures I took to avoid him, and the Place to 
which I withdrew— this Letter took up the beſt 
Part of the Night, and I was ſo greatly fatigued at the 
_ finiſhing it, that I was obliged to go to Bed; my Imagi- 
nation however was too much diſturbed to ſuffer me to 
Sleep long; in every little Slumber I fell into, I fancied 
I heard a Noiſe, and that the old Marquis was coming 


to take me away and conclude the cruel Marriag * 


the firſt Thing I did next Morning, was to write to Saint 
Fal; for I muſt have been ſtrangely ungrateful to have 
omitted making him the Confidante of the ſurprizing 
Adventure which had befallen nee. 
Jiuſt as Barbara returned from carrying theſe two 


Epiſtles to the Paſt-Houſe, I received a Packet, and a 


Baſket from the old Marquis, the one was filled 


with the ſtrongeſt Aſſurances of his everlaſting Tender 


neſs, and a Preſent of five hundred Lewes d Ors, the 


other contained a rich Toylet and its Furniture all of =: 


gilt Plate, curiouſly engraved; but I gave myſelf not 
the Time to examine either with much Attention—— 
every Moment now was precious, and I ſet about pack- 
ing up my Things with al! the Expedition I could. 


I forbore acquainting Barbara with my Deſign, being 


apprehenſive her over Joy at it, might render it im poſſi- 


ble for her to keep the Secret People are as often | 
betrayed by the Simplicity and Babbling of their Ser- 
vants, as by their Treachery— but to return, in 


two Days I had got every Thing ready for my Journey, 


DT Re a. 


ing Letter diſſipated 


| juſt Suſpicions .- 
be forgot 
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2s it was impoſſible for me to take all wich me, 
without hazarding a Diſcovery by the Quantity of Lug. 


gage, I intended that Melicourt at his return ſhould take 
Charge of them and ſend them to me as I wanted them, 
in different Parcels, to avoid any Notice being taken. 
—] was going to write a Letter and Directions 


to FAR for that Purpoſe when happily he arrived—— 


I was tranſported when I heard his Voice, and running 


to the Stair-caſe to meet him; you are come very ſea- 
ſonably, Monſieur, ſaid , a few Hours hence J had been 


Den 


The Earneſtneſs with which I ſpoke theſe Words ſur- 
prized him, and made him impatient for the Motive; 


but I was no leſs eager to hear what Account he had to 
give me, and obliged him to yield to my Importunities. 
£ I bad him conſider, how dear the Perſon from 
| Whom he came was to me, and then aſk himſelf if any 
Ting ought to poſtpone the News of him. | 
Indeed, Madam, replied Monſieur Melicourt, the Mar- 
| quis. deſerves all the Tenderneſs you can 'pay, and he 
on the other Side is indebted to you for his Life 
his Life was deſpaired of at my arrival; but your endear- : 
that deep Melancholy, which, Joyned 
to the exceflive loſs of Blood, muſt ſoon have brought 
him to the Grave — I am utterly unable to expreſs 
his Tranſports; weak as he was, he would needs read over 
| the Lines you {ent him J believe an hundred Times in a 
Da 
cious Treaſure you have brought me, has given me more 
than Life- 
tore, did he cry out in his Extaſies, what Tenderneſs! 
| ——how does her lovely Soul ſhine out in every Line — 
what Excellence of Nature! ſo kindly to forgive my un- 
but her Generoſity ſhall never 
—acquaint her with this, and that as ſoon 
as I am recovered, nothing ſhall be omitted for the 
a accompliſhment of our mutual Felicity,  _ 
In fine, Madam, continued Melicourt, the little Time 


Monſieur Melicourt, ſaid he to me, the pre- 


the Angel! the Charming Crea- 


I e with him, was . taken up in De monſtra- 
tions 
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tions of his Affection for you- he could tatk f 


nothing but you, and would have ſent Dubois to you, to 


give you a more perfect Account of his Heart, than he 
was able to write; but that I told him it was needleſs, 
as I intended to return immediately; on which he 


entruſted me with his Commands, in which I. thin 
myſelf much honoured, and would be glad they had 
been of a more difficult Nature, that I might the more 


have proved my ſincere Attachment to ſo worthy a 


Nobleman. 


Aer this 1 acquainted him with what had happened; 
and what I was obliged to do ; he approved highly of 


my Conduct, and added, that when the yonng Mar- 
quis ſhould come to know the Sacriſice J had made, 


there was nothing to fear but that Exceſs of Gratitude : 


would byerwhelm him. 


I then ſhewed him the Packs: 1 had ious from : 


my old Lover, and told him my Reſolution of returning 
it; by no means, replied, Melicourt, I can put you in a 


way of making a better uſe of it : As to the Toylet indeed 


I think it adviſeable not to keep it; but as to the five 
Hundred Levis D'Or, they are wanted where [ believe . 
you will think them well beſtowed 


the young 
Marquis has commiſſioned me to take up about that 


Sum for him at Paris, the Expences of the Campaign 
having exhauſted his ready Money, and the Remittances 
from his Father are much more tedious than he ex- 


pected; ſo that you never can have an a P of f 
obliging him with greater Delicacy. 

I embraced this Opportunity of ſerving my Lover 
with an infinite Satisfaction, and immediately put the. 


five hundred Lewis D'Ors into Melicourt's Hands in 
order to get remitted to him; but {itil continuing in the 
Opinion, that it was beſt for me to return the old Mar. 


quis all that he had preſented me with on the Account of 


being his future Bride, I gave Orders to have i: __ Part 


of my Moveables fold in order to raiſe that Sum for 
Melicourt to deliver to him after I was gone- 8 


to the in Ten; and all the Furniture belonging to it, 


„ 


5 Virgin's Victory. 213 
left it neatly packed up, and after conſulting with Me- 
nd wrote to the — cha in the Nie Manner. 


To the Marquis De LP —, 


105 Lok D, 


H E exceſſive Favours our LordſLip has beaged upon | 
me, abould render me the moſt ungrateful of my Sex, if 
I retired without ac cquainting you with the Reaſons, which 

compelled me to lake this Step 


that fo high a Dignity as you avere pleaſed to honour ne 


know then, my Lord, 


avith the "Offer of, demands my utmoſt Acknowledgements 


and Gratitude, that I am not capable of accepting it, 


zmpute to a Conſciouſneſi of my Unworthineſs— 


None, 


my Lord, can Merit ta be your Wife, but wwho has it in 6 
ber Powver to make an adequate Return to that abun- 


dant Love, which engaged you to make ber fo— 


Alas! all I hade to give is the extremeſ} Honour, and 
Reſpet————the Deficiency is therefore ſo great, that 1 


chuſe to retire to expiate my Misfortunes ; believe, however, 


my Lord, that awvherever 1 go, or wherever I am, the : 


wtmoſt Gratitude to you vill ever dwell awith me 


Pardon, therefore, my Conduct on this Occaſion, fon Ince to 


have acted otherwiſe, avould have been unſuitable to the 


Sncerity, on which I value myſelf, and which you have 


ſeemed to approve in her, abo 15 with the ok perfect Gra- 
litude and Submiſſion, 


| Your Lordhip "ST 
moſt humble and 
moſt obliged Servant, 


| JranzmrTA De —— 


Pi. 8. I received the magnificent Preſent you qavere 

- pleaſed to ſend me; I durſt not return it for fear of aif- 
cbliging you, nor did 1 think proper to take it with me 
be Perſon in _ Care I have left ny Afairs ewill 


fend 
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end it to you, when ever you give Orders, as alſo the 

foe hundred Lewis D' Ors, all which are in the Lodgings 
ewhere your Lordſhip *pouchſafed to favour me with your 

Vit. II repeat my Proteſtations of an eternal Gra- 
Fitude, and entreat you will believe no Day ſhall paſs 

 evithout my moſt arurnt Prayers for your precious 
| Life. VF e 


This Letter being finiſhed, I delivered it to Melli. 
court, that he might ſend it to the Marquis two or 
three Days after my Departure; and it was agreed 

between us, that he ſhould continue in my Lodgings, 
till after the Time it could be ſuppoſed the Letters I 
had fent to the young Marquis and Monſieur Saint Fal 
were come to Hand, in caſe any Anſwers to them ſhould 
arrive, which he was to encloſe, under a Cover to me 


directed to Madamoiſelle De Mainwille, for T was reſolved 


never to be known by that of the Counteſs De Roches any 
more. Every Thing being thus fixed, he provided me 
à Poſt-Chaiſe, and I ſet out with Barbara the next 
Morning at four a Clock, to the great Amazement of 
that dear good-natured Creature, who did not as yet 
know one Syllable of the Meaning of this precipitats 
Departure, nor where I was going to carry her. 


The End of tbe TENTH PART. 


THE 
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Wanderer, my Head and Heart full 
of the various Changes of Fortune 1 
had undergone, and wholly incapable 
of forming any Judgment what would 
be the Event of fo many perplexing 
PF 5 Adventures. All my paſt Life occurring 
at 0 once to o my Imagination made me extremely penſive and 
ſometimes in Tears, which my poor Aunt obſerving, ſhall 
I never ſee you out of theſe Afflictions, ſaid ſhe? bleſs me! 
how you People of Quality torment yourſelves for 'Trifles, 
if you were poor, indeed, or did not know where to go, I 
ſhould pity you; but, Heaven be — chat is not 
your 


— 
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your Caſe———you have enough of every thing, and 
a good Character into the Bargain; you are not obliged 
to go away for Debt as a great many are, and ſome 
very honeit-Folks too; but you have left good Effects 
behind you, which you may have whenever you pleaſe, 
and wherever you go all the World loves you and pays 
you Reſpect. for my Part, I can't ſee what occa- 
ſion you can have to be melancholy. 
It is a Habit I have contracted, anſwer'd I, but I flat- 
ter myſelf that when I have been a little while in the 
Country, the Air will make me more chearful. Do 
you deſign to live in the Country then, ſaid Barbara | 
 overjoy*'d ; Heaven be praiſed that I ſhall once more ſee |" 
the Fields again, and hear the Larks and the Nightin- 
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ales ——O! what a a Bleſſing | — I tate the 
_ rattling of Coaches, and all the hurly burly of Paris, 
where one is every Moment in danger of being thrown 
down. — And pray, my dear Lady, continued ſhe, 
Where are we going; to your own Village, anſwer'd 
T, you know I have given Money to have an Apartment 
prepared for me at your Brother's; I would have told 
You of it before, but as I did not chuſe any body ſhould 
be acquainted with the Place of my Retreat, I was a- 
fraid your over Joy would have betrayed the Secret. 
Indeed, my good Lady you were in the right, cried Þ 
the, I ſhould never have contain'd myſelf that's certain. N | 
— —O! the dear ſweet Place why your Lady- 
ſhip will be admired like a little Queen there— Z 
they'll all croud to ſee you, and the Curate I warrant 
will come to pay his Compliments——— he's no Clown 
I'll affure you, and keeps the beſt Company; in my 
time they were never without him at the Caſtle.  *' 
Barbara was ſo tranſported at the Happineſs ſhe was 
going to enjoy, that ſhe could talk of nothing elſe the 
whole Journey.———1 did not ſend a Meſſenger before 


to apprize them of my Arrival, becauſe my Father, | 
had wrote ſome Days before: to acquaint my Aunt, that 
all my Commands had been punctually fulfilled, and |] 
that every thing was ready for me, ſo that I knew the 
Indolence, indeed I may ſay Lazineſs, which long Eaſe | 
EE 5 ; | | 5 and 
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and Plenty had given me a Habit of, was in no Danger 


of being interrupted, | 
No Accident intervening, at length. we arrived at the 


Village, where the Sight of our Steeple gave me an odd 
kind of Emotion, between Pain and Pleaſure ; but ſure 


no Creature was ever in greater Raptures than my poor 
Aunt— look there, Madam, ſaid ſhe, there is the Church 
and where you ſee thoſe Turrets is the Caſtle, it 


is all ſurrounded with fine Trees, we ſhall paſs by the 


Gates; and you'll ſee the pretty Place, where the young 
Men and Maids dance on Sundays and Holidays. Still 
as we paſs'd ſhe explain'd all the Particulars, and that 
with ſuch an innocent Satisfaction, as is unknown to 
thoſe who live in the great World. 

Juſt on our Entrance into the Village, an old Wo- 


man was ſpinning before her Door, my Aunt no ſooner 


obſerved her, than ſhe made the Poſtilion ſtop, and cal- 


ling out to her made herſelf be known, and aſked a thou- 
ſand Queſtions all in a Breath 
Woman, after recollecting who it was that ſpoke to her, 
told her next Neighbour who was folding ſome Sheep. 


this good Country- 


ſhe ran with the News who was coming to a third, and 
ſo on; till we had half the Village about the Chaiſe,—— 
T bad the Poſtilion drive on to John De Bo————, 


upon which ſeveral little Girls Who were playing about, 


offer'd their Service to ſhew the way, and ran ſkipping 
before the Horſes, and brought me in a ſort of Triumph 
to the Houle. 


My Father and Mother, who by this were inform'd of 


my Approach, came with a great deal of Joy to help 


me out of the Chaiſe: My Agitation was ſo great, that 
I did not hear half the obliging Welcomes they gave 
me. As I was ſtepping iato the Houſe, my Mo- 
ther made a Motion which frighted me, apprehending 1 
was diſcover'd: I heard afterwards ſhe was on the Point of 
throwing her Arms about my Neck, ſo great an Im- 
preſton did my Face make on her; but ſhe check'd 
herſelf, and conducted me with the Reſpect due to my 


imagin'd Quality, to my little Apartment, which con- 


ſiſted only of a Small Dining-Room and Bed-Cham- 
Vor. I. L . 
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was plain, but new and convenient, and with what Me. 
licourt was to ſend after me, \ would make my Situation 


| comfortable enough. 


My Father ſeemed tranſported with the Honour of 


having me for a Lodger, and ſhewed me from one of 
the Windows a very neat Garden, the Walks of which 
he had laid out, and made a Parterre of Flowers on 


Purpoſe for me. I thanked him for the Care he expreſt 


for my Satisfaction, and aſſured him I thought myſelf 5 


very happy in being with him; nor did my Tongue in 
this Particular belye my Heart. Not Abſence, 


nor all the various Changes I had paſt through, had 
ever alienated my Affection from thoſe dear Authors of 
my Being, and whatever Mortiſication my Vanity re- 
ceived from the Meanneſs of the Place, I had ſtill a 


ſecret Satisfaction in ſeeing, hearing, and having it in 


; my Power to relieve them. 

After a imall Repaſt | went to Bed, to recover, as 1 
ſaid, the litt'e Fatigue of my Journey; but in reality to 
have the better Opportunity of meditating on a Plan 
for my Conduct, while I continued there. I reſolved 
that whoever ſhould ſeem defirous of being acquainted 


with me, to lay it down as a Rule to ſee no Company 3 


but to paſs my time either in Working, Reading, or 
Walking in the Garden: I alſo determined to avoid all 


the Expence I could in my Table, and to eat in a 


more plain manner, than for a long Time I had been 
_ accuſtomed ; to the End, that whenever the Time that I 


ſhould be diſcovered ſhould arrive, 1 might not be ac- 


cuſed of having acted the fine Lady in my Father's 
_ Houſe ; but I found it highly neceſſary I ſhould dine 
az lone, leſt too great a Familiarity might give ground 


for Cuſpicion, and add 'to the Impreſſion which my 
Features, notwithſtanding the Alteration in me, had 
made on both my Parents, which I could eaſily per- 


ceive by their looking ſo earneſtly upon me, whenever 
I turned my Head away, and did not _ to obſerve 


them, | 


But 


- the Furniture they had provided for me 


and the ſame Perſon 
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But there was one Difficulty in preſerving the Secret, 
which till this Moment never occurred to my Mind. 
he young Marquis on his Return from the 
Campaigne would doubtleſs be impatient to ſee me; 


he had been at our Village, and had then been too 
much talked of and obſerved, on the Account of the 
Preſent he brought me from the King, not to be 


known if he ſhould come again; and as ſome Part of 
my Adventures on his Score were no Secret, his Viſits 


to Madam De Mainwille, joined with the Reſemblance 
between her and the Daughter of Fohn De B——— 


might give too much room for Belief, that they were one 


this I knew not how to 
avoid, and as often as it came into my Head very much 
perplex'd me. I paſs'd the Night, however, better 


than I had Reaſon to expect: In the Morning my 


Mother coming into my Chamber out of Good- man- 


ners to know how I had flept ; told me the Gentlemen 


at the Caſtle had ſent to enquire who I was, and wh 


ther I deſign'd to make any ſtay in the Village; to 
Which Queſtions, ſhe ſaid, ſhe had forbore giving any 
_ Poſitive Anſwer, till ſhe had received my Commands 

in what manner ſhe ſhould do it, | 


I praiſed her Diſcretion in Terms, which made ber 


ſee I was highly ſatisfied, and then told her that I had 
_ ſome private Reaſons, beſides a natural Propenſity to 
Solitude, which made it inconvenient for me to ſee 
Company, fo deſired that ſhe would on no Account give 


any Encouragement of that Sort. She aſſured me that 
my Deſires ſhould be complied with; after which 1 
made her fit down on the Bedſide, and remembring 
that my Father had began to entertain me with the 
Hiſtory of Mademoiſelle D'Elbieux ; I entreated ſhe 
would fatisfy my Curioſity with the remaining Part, 
which the readily did in thele or the like Words. | 
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. 2 be — — of the Ho oy of Madenzifelle 


D' ELBIEUX. 


Think, Madam, laid my . that my Huſband 


left off where that odd Miſtake of Monfieur D:flour- 
neaux, for Monſieur O' Eftival, occaſioned various Con- 
jectures both in the Counteſs and her Daughter; in the 
mean time that Gentleman little ſuſpecting what had 


happened, was conſidering within himſelf what Anſwer 


he ſhould make to the Mother of his Miſtreſs, and hav- 
ing reſolved, came early the next Morning to the Caftle _ 
a little later he would not have had Admittance, 
and muſt have return'd without being able to compre- 
hend the meaning of his being refuſed. The Counteſs 


imagining ſhe had reaſon to be higly incenſed at his 


Behaviour, had determined to have him forbid the 


Houſe ; but not expecting him till Dinner, as ſhe thought 


he had been up ſo late, had deferr'd giving any Orders 


concerning him, till ſhe roſe herſelf. 


Having for a long time been accuſtomed to uſe no 
Ceremony there, he ran directly up to the Counteſs's 
Chamber, and 'tis eaſy to gueſs the Conſternation ſhe. 
mult be in, to ſee him at her Bedſide, accoſting her 
with an eaſy Air, which is always the Companion of In- 


nocence. She was ſcarce able to command her Reſent- 
ment enough to forbear breaking immediately into Re- 


: proaches 3 ; but either her good Senſe, oi the Uncertainty 


in what Terms ſhe ſhould upbraid him, kept her ſilent, 
and ſhe only turn'd on the other Side as he approach'd, 
though that was done with a Diſdain, which he could 


not but have taken Notice of, if he had had the leaſt 


Suſpicion of the Cauſe. But far from thinking on any 
ſuch 
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ſuch thing, and alſo taken up with what he was come 
about, he enquired in his uſual free manner how ſhe had 


reſted, and he meaning of her lying ſo long in Bed. 
His ſpeaking in this Faſhion had ſo much the Appea- 


rance of Diſſimulation, prepoſleſs'd as the Counteſs was 


of his Falſhood, that it but provoked her the more : 
She nevertheleſs contain'd herſelf to hear how far he 


_ would carry his ſuppoſed Artifice. The Villain, ſaid 


ſhe to herſelf, after endeavouring to deceive both Mo- 
ther and Daughter, now diſcover'd and diſcarded by the 
one, imagines he may itill impoſe on the other —but 


why mould! be troubled at his Perfidiouſneſs ? — What 
is it to me that the Wretch is married to ſeem angry 


would be too great a Proof of my Weakneſs, and give 
him an Oppor tunity to triumph over me. No, 
Pit rather ſeem ignorant of his Baſeneſs, and turn his 


Behaviour into Ridicule, that will better become my 
Character than a ſerious Reſentment. | | 


This laſt Reflection got the better of her former ones, | 


and ſhe turned towards him as juſt waking, ſaying ſhe 
had not ſlept well in the Night, and that ſhe could not 
have pardon'd any other than himſelf for giving her 


Diſturbance. But, added ime, I am fo impatient to hear 


the Reſult of your Determination on our laſt Converſa. 
tion, that if you will go into the next Room while I 
Tie, we will talk together as long you pleaſe. 


No, Madam, replied Monſieur D* Efival, I will not 
believe you heartily forgive my having broke in on your 
Repoſe, if you baniſh me from ſo delightful a Situiion, 
as I now enjoy in contemplating your Beauties, in the 
Poſture you are at preſent. Permit me, therefore, to 
fit down by you, and 1 ſhall declare myſelf with that 
Sincerity you exacted from me. 

The Counteſs was too ſenſible of Flattery, not to be 
pleaſed with this Compliment, even though ſhe believed 


it far from being dictated by the Heart———at ano- 

ther time ſhe would have been charm'd with it; but the 

Proofs ſhe thought ſhe had of his Fal hood, prevented 
ker from giving ar . to it, and ſhe only bid him 
| - 
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declare in as brief a manner as poſſible, what Reſolution 


Le had taken, 


I owe too much, Madam, ſaid he, to the Civilities 
your Ladyſhip has honoured me with, to deal infincerely 
in a Matter, in which you are nearly intereſted, and 


in which it wauld ill become me to uſe diſguiſe, when 


pre ſs'd ſeriouſly to declare my Sentiments —1 will, there- 
. no longer make a Myſtery of the Paſſion your 


lovely Daughter Mademoiſelle D'EIbieux has inſpired | 
me with, and though I have all the Regard and Admi- 
ration poſſible for your Charms, yet it is to her my Soul is 
devoted this, Madam, continued he, is ſaying 
enough, and I think I need not make any Apology, 
when I aſſure you tlat I am ready to marry her when- 
ever you judge our Union proper, and ſhall with Tranſ- 
port receive her from your Hand, as a precious Pledge 
of your Eſteem and Friendſhip. 


The Counteſs was ready to burft at theſe Word: 


= the Anſwer was, indeed, conciſe and plain; but aden. 
bling as well as ſhe was able the Indignation ſhe con- 
_ ceived at it; ſo, ſaid ſhe, with an Air of Irony and |. 
Contempt; you are willing to facrifice all the Paſſion | 
you have for me, and marry my Daughter merely to 
oblige me. 
out Doubt ; but, Monſieur, I cannot return the Favour 


.. Þy rev com K I am a Mother, and conſenting to my 
 Davghter's 


I am prodigiouſly obliged to you, with- 


uin; for to be plain with you, I hear you 
are already married, and muſt be fully convinced in ſo 


material a Point, before any thing can be concluded on 
concerning Mademoiſelle D' E /bieux. = 
therefore, be much more to your Honour to confeſs what 


ſecret Engagements you are under, than to ſubmit to 


an Enquiry, which 1 cannot otherwiſe avoid mak- 


ing. 


. r N to bertel. 
Alſſured 
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It will, 


Monſieur D Eſtival was too SO ſurprized at this 
Diſcourſe, to be able preſently to make any Anſwer : 
He look'd earneſtly in the Counteſs's Face, in order to 
diſcover if ſhe were really ſerious, or talk'd in this man- 


ner only to perplex him, by way of Puniſhment for pre- 


„ 
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Aſſured as ſhe was of his Guilt in this particular, ſhe 


took his Silence as a token of it, come, Monſieur 


D' Eftival, reſumed ſhe, you are not the only Peron 
who has been drawn into Engagements they have aſter- 
wards repented ; but ſince it is ſo, the beſt thing you can 
do is to acknowledge your Wiſe. Pray, bring her 


to the Caſtle, you may depend upon it, I ſhall be glad 


to cultivate a Friendſhip with her for your ſake. 
D'Eflival loſt all Patience at theſe Words, if, ſaid 
he, your Ladyſhip means this as a Jeſt, I mult beg 


leave to tell vou, it is carried ſomewhat too far, and 18 
but an ill Return for that Sincerity, I juſt now behaved 
to you with 


if you really are in earneſt, continued 
he with ſome Warmth, common Juſtice without my 


requeſting it, will certainly oblige you to diſcover the 
Authors of ſo baſe an Information, that 1 may puniſh | 
them as their Calumny deſerves. 


Monſtrous Deceit and Inſolence ! cry'd the Counteſs, 


if my Daughter had offended me, yet more than ſhe 


has, I could forgive her for the ſole M rit of having. 


diſcarded with the juſt Scorn ſhe has done, a Man ca- 
| Pable of ſuch mean Actions, and then as meanly deny. 
ing them. 


For Save? 's "TE dau explain yourſelf, cry'd 


Monſieur D' Efival, impatiently interrupting he, my 
Honour is too much concern'd in the Treatment you 
give me, for me not to be reſolute in having the Occa- 
ion of it cleared up 
is it you reproach me with ?- 
you to imagine your Daughter has diſcarded me with 
Scorn ? 
one Word of Truth in all this, and if you perſiſt in 
talking in this manner for ever, I ſhall till be in the | 
dark for your Deſign in it. 


—what Wife, what Marriage 
What reaſon have 


I do aſſure your Ladyſhip there is not 


The more he proteſted his Innocence, the more the 


2 prepoſleſs'd Counteſs's Rage encreas'd: Is it poſſible, 


 faid ſhe, that you can carry the Deception to this 
Height ?- 


dare you deny that you are married ? 
Yes, Madam, reply'd he, and on that Truth will ſtake 
my eternal Salvation. This is unſufferable, cry d ſhe, 
: L 4 know 
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know then, Monſieur D' E/ival, that I was Witneſs of 
the Converſation you had laſt Night with my coir 
ia the Park———will you deny ſhe wrote to you, 
- that you agreed to meet her there that both you 
and ſhe mentioned my Name, in a manner no way be- 
coming either of your Characters that ſhe accuſed 
you of a previous Engagement- that you at laſt 
confeis'd you were married; but that ſome of the Forms 
being wanting you could oet off it that you of- 
| fered to do ſo, and Mademoiſelle D'Elieux, on this 
Diſcovery of your double Perfidy, treated you with the 


Scorn you merit, flew from you, and n you ever. 


{ceing her more ? 


Nay, then, cry'd D'F „wal, lifting op his Eyes to 


Heaven, I am either run mad, or you dreamt all this, 
Ie then re-capitulated the various Points of her Accu- 
ation, and at the End of each, proteſted his Innocence 
and Ignorance. 
Mademoiſelle D'Ekieux came into the Roots as he was 


ſpeaking, ſhe knew not of his being there; but making 


| no Doubt hut that he was the Perſon ſhe had met with 
im the Park the Night before, was not ſurprized to find 
__ kim in her Mother's Chamber— 


was of their Marriage, ſhe fancied he had enter'd pri- 


vately, and had lain there all Night.—-— She was the 


more confirm'd in this Conjecture, as ſhe found by the 


loudneſs of his Voice, as well as by the Diſſatisfaction in both 


their Countenances, that they had been quarrelling as 
married People too often do; and being vex'd to meet 


a Man, who after the Diſcovery ſhe imagin'd ſhe had 


made, ſhe deteſted, was about to retire, when the 
Counteſs perceiving her conimanded her to ſtay, ſaying 


her Preſence was neceſſary to clear up an Affair, which, | 


added ſhe, with a diſdainful Smile, is wortey a your 
Confirmation and Teſtimony. 


Monſieur O Efival who was half diſtracted at what 


hed been laid to his Charge, took hold of her Hand, 


and having drawn her nearer, repeated the Articles 


alledg'd E him by her Mother, and Na to 


aſſured as ſhe 


hey | 
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a mall be obeyed— 
remember, and 1 repeat it beſore this young Lady, that 
1 never left my own Houſe laſt Night, as ſeveral Peo- 


Front too if you dare to deny this too— 
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her for the Deciſion, at the ſame conjuring her not to 


be ſway'd by any thing but Juſtice. 
Mademoiſelle D' E/bieux was extremely ſurpriſed to fad 


her Mother was ſo well acquainted with her Proceedings; 
but notwithſtanding her Reſentment to D' Eftival, the 
was very well pleaſed that he denied the Meeting, and 


thought it was her Buſineſs, to ſecond what he ſaid, which 
ſhe did with ſo much Aſſurance; ſaying, that ſhe knew 


nothing of all he had mentioned, and that it was con- 

trary to Common Senſe, that the Counteſs enraged to the 

laſt Degree at hearing herſelf contradicted in a thing 

which ſhe imagined was true; and, indeed, was ſo on 
one fide, that ſhe gave her a Blow on the Face; then 
turning to Monſieur D' E/ival bad him leave the Caſtle, 
and never come near her more. 


Yes, Madam, eryed he, riſing om his Seat, you 
you never ſhall ſee me more; but 


ple i in the Village, beſides my own Servants can witneſs 
that I had not the Honour of ſeeing your Daugh- 


ter either by Appointment or otherwiſe—that I never 
told her I was married 
"_ have ſaid is a mere Chimera 
io farewel, and I engage my. Word of Honour 
never to expoſe myſelf again to ſuch injurious 'Treat- 


and to conclude, that .all 


ment, as you have been pleaſed to give me. 
With thefe Words he went haſtily out of the Room, 


leaving the Counteſs no leſs aſtoniſhed then enraged, at 
his impudent perſiiting in the Denial of a thing, ſhe 


believed her own Eyes and Ears had witneſſed to the 
Truth of; but recovering herſeif from the Thoughts of 


him, ſhe vented her Fury on her Daughter, who {lll 
continued in the Room, and after loading her with Ke. 


proaches ; there, perfidious Girl, faid ſhe, throwing the 
Letter ſhe had intercepted at her Feet, aſſume the 


know you- your wicked Heart betrays irſelf in every 


ene moſt ungrateful, moſt unworthy of 


what I have done for you. And L ſhould act with Pra- 
J. 5 dence 


this is the Truth 


you ice * 


As — 


- 
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dence aſter this Diſcovery of the Vileneſs of your Nature, 
to ſecure you in a Place that would take from you the 
Means of behaving to me ſo undutifully hereafter, | 

Inſolent as Madamoiſelle D' Elbieux was, ſhe was 2 


little awed at this Menance 3 and pretending the moſt 


perfect Contrition ſued for her Pardon in ſuch Terms 


that ſhe at laſt obtained it, from a Mother who very 


much loved her, in ſpite of the Coquetry and Vanity of 
| her own Humour. | | Tre 


Having thus made her Peace, ſhe no longer remembered 
the Occaſion ſhe had given of Offence, and valuing the 


Counteſs no otherwiſe than for the Power the Law had 


given her over her, ſhe bent now her whole Study how to 


be thoroughly convinced of the Truth of this ambiguous 
Affair had there been the leaſt room to doubt ſhe 


would have concluded D' Eftival, was not the Perſon ſhe 
met in the Park, but the improbability there was, that 


any one ſhould take his Name upon him, would not 
ſuffer ſuch a Thing to enter into her Head what 
moſt confounded her, was, to ſee the Letter ſne had wrote 
to him in her Mother's Hand — ſlie could not 


think he had ſacrificed it to her by the Behaviour of : 


them both, much leſs now believe they were married, 
as the ſuppoſed D* Eftival had conſeſſed to her the Night 
before the whole Buſineſs was indeed too puzzling 
for a Woman of a much better Capacity than Mada- 
moiſelle D' EIbicux to comprehend, and as ſhe could not 


fathom it herſelf, ſhe reſolved to try once more her 


Power over her Lover to unriddle it if poſſible. 


Monſieur Deflourneaux in the mean Time reproached | 


| himſelf, that he had not made better uſe of the Oppor- 
tunity that young Lady had afforded him, and alſo that 


he had been ſo imprudent to ſuffer the Secret of his 


private Marriage to be ſifted by her. Had I taken the 
Advantage, ſaid he to himfelf, which the Night and 


ber kind Advances in propoſing a Meeting, gave me, 


I might eafily have become Maſter of her Perſon and 


Fortune the Girl to whom I have unadviſedly 


tied myſelf, would for a ſmall Pcrtion been content ta 
da ve renounced all Claims to me, and every TER 
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under which I at preſent Labour, would have been 
oo HT Se | | 

To retrieve therefore what he imagined nothing but 
his own ill Conduct had deprived him of, he reſolved to 


viſit Madamoiſelle D' Elbieux, and pretend that all he had 
confeſt to her the Night before, was only a Stratagem to 


diſcover how far he might have gained on her Affection, ſo 


having convinced his Wife that it would be for her own In- 


tereſt to deny their Marriage in caſe any Enquiry ſhould 
be made, he ſet himſelf forth with all the advantages 
Dreſs could beſtow, and went to the Caſtle. . 
The Counteſs De , and her Daughter, both 
in a very ill Humour, were juſt ſet down to Table, 
when Word was orought that Monfieur Deflourneaux 
was come to wait upon them, and neither of them. 


ſuppoſing they had any Reaſon to be offended with him, 
Orders were given for his Admittance. 008 


Madamoiſelle D' E£/bieux was in too ſullen a Diſpo- 


ſition to receive him with any Part of that Gaiety ſhe 


was accuſtomed to do, on the Account of his fatirical 
Vein of Converſation ; but the Counteſs on the contrary 


ſeemed extremely glad of bis Company, ſhe knew that 


Monſieur D' Ei had an Averſion to him, and in the 


Humour ſhe now was, that was a ſufficient Motive for 
her treating him with the greateſt Complaiſance : As he 


was naturally vain he grew very much elated with the 
Reception given him by the Mother, and as for the 


Daughter's Coldneſs it did not at all ſurprize him, becauſe 


he looked upon it as the Effect of their laſt Converſation, 
which he ſhould foon ſet right again————He was 
impatient for an Opportunity of entertaining her to that 


End, nor was it long before the Counteſs obliged him 


with one, ſhe perceived her Daughter did not like his 


Company, and to mortify her, made ſome Pretence to 


retire as ſoon as Dinner was over and leſt them to- 
gether. Ty Dy 
Deflourneaux en this loſt nota Moment, but began 
to addreſs Madamoiſelle D' E/breux, with all the rheto- 
rick he was capable of, which ſhe receiving with Diſ- 
dain, I ſee, Madam, ſaid he, that the Severity you treat 
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me with, is oweing to the Folly I was guilty of laſt 
Night, in pretending to you I was married ; but I beg 
you will be aſſured I meant it no otherwiſe than as a 
Jeſt, and had you ſtayed but a Moment longer I ſhould 
have convinced you of it. Theſe Words made her ſtart, 
but not being yet well able to comprehend the Myſtery, 


what do you mean, cried ſhe haſtily ? what Concern is it 


of mine, whether you are married, or not? How, 
Madam, replied he, with an Air o Aſſurance, you 
ſeemed to be of another way of Thinking when I had the 
Honour of your Company laſt Night. My Com- 
pany, ee ſhe, laſt Night, where for Heaven 8 
Sake you are certainly run Mad, or think to 
divert me with croſs Queſtions ; but I am not in a Hu- 


mour at preſent to laugh at your Wit, ſo would have you 


reſerve it for others, that may think it more agreeable. 

As bold as Monſieur Defleurneaux was, theſe Words 
quite confounded him, but recovering himſelf in a Mo- 
ment, and pulling the Letter out of his Pocket, which 


had been brought him, inſtead of that the Counteſs had 
intercepted, 1 have heard, ſaid he, of ſome Ladies who 
have denied a verbal Aſſignation, but thought none would 


have done it, where their own Hand could be produced 
as an . againſt them. 

On this ſhe caſt her Eyes on the Letter, and to her 
great Altoniſhment found in it the ſame Words ſhe had 
' wriitento D' Eftival excepting the Time and lace of meet- 
ing altered; this made her examine it with more Attention, 
and ſhe then found it was her Mother who had put 
this Trick upon her. She was yet however far from 
getting any Light into the Bottom of this Adventure 
the could eaſily imagine that the Counteſs had contrived 


this Interview on purpoſe to perplex her, but then ſhe ; 


could not account for having accuſed Monſieur D' Efival, 
with having been in the Park, and. of ſaying thoſe 
Teings which the now found had been ſpoke by 
| Deflourneauxz, All the Satisfaction he could give her in 
ths Point was, that ſuch a Letter had been brought to 


him by a young Country-Man, and that he complied 
with the ON, and then re on to her all the 
Particulars 
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Particulars of their Converſation- 
well aſſured that he did not deceive her; but was ſo 


enraged at finding herſelf thus outwitted and expoſed, 
that ſhe could not help venting her Fury, on him wo 


had been no way guilty of her Vexation. 


The Counteſs heard all thss from an adjacent Room, 
and the whole Affair, being now no longer a Riddle to 
her, and D' Efival quite cleared of what ſhe had accaſed 
him, thought the Miſtake ſo whimſical, that ſhe returned 
to Deflourneaux, and her Daughter laughing prodigiouſly. 
He imagined by her Mirth, that ſhe had laid this Con- 
trivance on Purpoſe to turn him into Ridicule, and be- 
gan to convince the Counteſs how much he thought him- 


elf affronted by telling her this ſhould be the laſt Viſit 


he would make her; but this Lady, who was naturally 


complaiſant, and beſides, fearing if he ſhould divulge 

this Adventure, it might occcaſion ſome Diſcourſe to the 
prejudice of her Daughter's Expectation, endeavoured to 
pacify him, and told him that he was no otherwiſe con- 
cerned in the Affair, than by a Miſtake, which had been 


owing meerly to chance She confeſs'd alſo that 


| the had made ule of a little dada in order to puniſh 
ſome Errors in the Conduct of Madamoiſelle D' Elbieux, 


and ſaid enough to let this young Lady into the Myſtery 


of every Thing, which perfectly reſtored D' Efiival to 


her good Opinion, and as he was the molt conſtant of 
all that had pretended to her, and ſhe in her Heart was 


moſt inclined alſo to favour him, from that Moment ſhe 


began to take a Reſolution of rewarding what he had : 
ſuffered for her fake. 


An Opportunity ſoon neben 3 Cound 


: teſs being ſenſible of the Injuſtice oſ her Behaviour to 
Monſieur D*Eftival, thought herſelf obliged to acknow- 


ledge her Error, and invite him to the Caſtle again. 
As he truly loved Madamoiſelle D*Z{bieux, he 
had quitted it with infinite Reluctance, and was equally 


tranſported at returning to it again without appearing of 


too mean and abject a Diſpoltion————-accordingly 
he came the next Day, and this ſhort Abſence ſerved 


bis 


—ſhe was now 
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his Miſtreſs than he had ever done before this little 
Interruption of his Viſits. e | 
He renewed his Addreſſes with greater Fervency than 


Wife can be called ſo, as to engage from her a promiſe 
neceſſity there was of her being diſpoſed of, ſince ſhe had 


er late Sally, made no Difficulty of conſenting to the 
Match, on which the Nuptials were celebrated with all 
convenient Speed, and for the firſt few Days, nothing 
could be more happy than the new married Pair. The 
Behaviour of Madamoiſelle D* E/hieux ; now Madam 
D' Eflival was ſo changed for the better, that the whole 
Family were aſtoniſhed and bleſſed the Occaſion ; but 
their Joy was ſhort lived, her Humour was ſtill the 


poſſible than ever. 


bad her Woman to give Orders that the Coach and Six, 


ſhe, in a cool and unconcerned Air, and ſup too— 


one ſees nothing new, and can ſupport it no longer 
| Pardon me, my Dear, ſaid he, I cannot think you are 
in earneſlt———]1 am ſure you have too much good 


and without conſulting your Mother, and hearing her 
Opinion I hope, anſwered ſhe in the moſt haughty 
Tone ſhe could affume, I have too much good Senſe 
not ſo look upon myſelf as an Infant, or to aft 


it would be very extraordinary indeed if I ſhould marry 
I faid, anſwered he, was not intended to give you room 


to imagine I ſhould with you were ſo—you certainly 
_ we and ever ſhall be the Miſtreſs of your own Actions, 


: 
141188 


ever, and was fo fortunate, if the obtaining ſuch a 
of marrying him the Counteſs convinced of the 


you ſuch a Proof of her Diſpoſition to intriguing as 


| fame and ſoon exerted itſelf, with greater Vehemence if 


This Harmony had not laſted above fourteen or 
fifteen Days, when one Morning as ſhe was riling ſhe 
with all the Equipage, ſhould be got ready. Monſieur 
D' Eftival aſked her with a great deal of Complaiſance, 
if ſhe intended to dine abroad ?!———Yes, anſwered 


I am going to Paris: to Paris! cried he amazed—— — 
Ay, reſumed ſhe, I am tired of the Country, where 


Senſe to take ſuch a Journey with fo much Precipitation, 


any one's Advice in what I have an Inclination to do— 


to be a Dependant on the Humour of any body. What 
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— but there are Difficulties in this Step, which 
perhaps you have not confidered———you know we 


have no Houſe at Paris, nor ſince our Marriage have 
yet had an Opportunity to order one to be prepared for 


us, and I know not were you can lodge in a manner 
befitting you ———Pleaſant enough, cried ſhe, with a 
Laugh, which had more in it of II- nature and Con- 
tempt than Mirth ; as if I could be at a loſs for a 


_ Habitation to my Mind in ſuch a Place as Pari. 


do not imagine, I beſeech you, that all the wiſe Things 


you can utter ſhall be any hindrance to my Journey 
No, no, I mall ſet out immediately, and no body ſhall 


prevent me- J have contrived how to manage at 
my Arnval, and don't ſtand in need of any Direc- 
tions. 


to leave your Relations in ſo abrupt a 


ſo all your Arguments are anſwered. 


Monſieur D' Eftival was going to make ſome Anſwer, 
and, perhaps ſuch a cne as would have ſhewn he was 
not of a Temper to countenance ſuch Extravagancies, 
when a Lady, who happened to be a Viſiter at that 
Time at the Caſtle, came to wiſh Madame D' Eftival 
a good Morning, came in and prevented. any farther 
Diſcourſe on that Subject. 


At ſirſt, they talked only on indifferent Affairs, 


when all on a ſudden, without the leaſt Preparatlon or 
Connection with what had been ſaid before, pray, Madam, 
cried the Wife of D' Efival what is your Opinion of a2 
. Huſband who glories in playing the Tyrant over his 


Wife, and takes a Pleaſure in contradicting her in every 
thing ? 


Man was ſo unreaſonable. 
then of your Miſtake, reſumed Madam ' D*E/tival, 
Pointing to her Huſband with an Air full of Deriſion, 


That worthy Perſon is of the Number have an In- 
Clination 


But, faid the n beginning now to be ſtung a 
little at this Treatment; do you think it becomes a Perſon 

of your Birth, 
manner? I give myſelf no Paint about that, roplied ſhe, 


The Lady was extremely ſurprized at this 
Queſtion, as well as at the abrupt manner it was uttered 
in, and gueſling there was already ſome little Pique _ 
between them, anſwered, that ſhe did not think any 
I will ſoon convince you 
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this playing the Tyrant: 
Treatment from a Man that pretended to adore me, 
and whole ſuperior I am in Birth and Fortune- 
am ſo provoked, that I know not to what Lengths his 
Barbarity may tranſport me. 

The Aſtoniſhment Monſieur D'Efiival was in to hear 


more eaſily be conceived than expreſſed. 
not, Madam, what you mean, ſaid he to his Wife, with 
a2 Voice interrupted by Paſſion, but this I know very | 
well, that no other Anſwer is due to you than ſuch a one 
as I do not chuſe to give any Woman, much leſs my 
Wife I leave you therefore to repent ſo vile a Piece 
of Forgery, and reflect what Attonement you ought to 
make me for it. | 
With theſe Words he flung out of the Chamber, 
and went directly to the Counteſs's Apartment 
the Diſorder he was in was too perceivable for her not 
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elination to go to Paris, have indeed ſome Buſineſs there, 


and I aſked his permiſſion for the Journey; nay, even 
begged it in the moſt tender and obliging Terms, yet he 


is fo cruel to refuſe me, pretends he has a Right to 


keep me Priſoner here, and will not ſuffer me to (tir a 
Step without he is the firſt that propoſes it———is not 


J little expected ſuch 


himſelf thus falſly accuſed before his own Face may 
I know 


to take Notice of it, and on her enquiring the Occaſion, 


he readily related the whole Affair to her; it would have 
been ridiculous for her to have attempted any Juſtification | 
of her Daughter's Behaviour, but as there was nothing 
in it, ſne did not forſee from a perſe& Knowledge of 
her capricious Humour, ſhe neither was nor affected to 


be ſurprized, and told him that ſhe was extremely ſorry 


for what had happened, and aſſured him ſne would 
take proper Meaſures to prevent any Provocations of the 

like Nature for the future. Monſieur D- fiival thanked 
her, and was glad ſhe undertook to bring fo untameable 
a Creature to Reaſon, rather than himſelf, who he now 


to his great Misfortune, found had but little Influence. 


To avoid being even within hearing of the Clamour, 
which he doubted not would enſue, he took Horſe, and 
went to dine at a Friend's Houſe about three Miles 
diſtant, hoping at his return to find all things quiet, 8 
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Wacrity, that in an Hour every Thing was read). 
| 9 Madam 
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his Wife in a better Humour, and poſſibly concerned for 
having given him this Proof what ſhe could be on 


Occaſion. Ts bs 
But alas! he was yet far from being acquainted with 
all the Extravagancies his Wife was capable of 


the Counteſs her Mother, received no other Anſwers, 
than diſdainful ones for her Advice | 
her ſhe was no longer under her Direction, and would 
act in every thing as ſhe herſelf thought proper | 
it was in vain that this ill. treated Parent remonſtrated 
to her that to go without her Huſband's Conſent, or even 
without his Company, as they were ſo lately married, 
would render her liable to Cenſure————and that to 
diſoblige a Man of his Character, was both wicked 
and weak ; her Reply {till was, that ſhe would be under 
no Subjection, and that ſhe ſaw no Reaſon for the pre- 


the other told 


tended Superiority of Men, who, tho' the moſt fawning 


abjet Creatures in the World before Marriage, no 

ſooner became Huſbands, than they fancied themſelves 
_ Maſters, and uſurped an Authority which neither became 
them nor was their due———that if other Women ww. 
and 
added, that if a Journey to Paris was even diſagreeable 
to her, ſhe would take it, becauſe he had oppoſed it, 

and that ſhe was determined to proceed in this manner 


mitted to ſo fooliſh a Cuſtom, ſhe would no 


« 


with him all her Life. 


The Counteſs provoked not only at her Obſtinacy, 


but the little Regard ſhe paid to herſelf, ſaid ſome 
Things that ſtung her to the Quick; the other returned 


the Sarcaſms, and Words grew very high between them, 


an old Servant, who had attended Madam 


D' Eftival from her Infancy, for only entreating ſhe | 
_ vould remember it was her Mother that ſpoke, was 


immediately turned out of Doors — the other Ser- 


vants finding a Perſon whoſe long and faithful Services 
_ demanded ſome Love and Reſpect, was diſcharged, 
knew they mult expect the ſame Fate, if they ſhould 
offer to delay the Commands of their imperious Miſtreſs, 


ſo went about preparing for the Journey with ſuch 
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Madam D' Et being informed of it threw her. 
ſelf into the Coach, and tho' her Mother condeſcended 


ſo far as to follow her to the Door, and even entreat 


her to conſider what ſhe was about, yet ſhe was deaf to 


every Thing, and ordered the Coachman to drive away. 
—— The Counteſs was exceflively provoked, the 


young Lady before mentioned as a Viſiter quite amaz'd, 
and the whole Family in the utmoſt Conſte rnation at 
her Obſtinacy, all imagining, with good Reaſon, that 


this was not the laſt Trial to which ſhe would put the 
Patience of her Huſband. | 


Her Mother thinking ſhe ought in Juſtice to acquaint 


Monſieur D*' Eftival with what had paſſed, diſpatched 


one of her Servants with a Letter to him immediately : 


He remounted his Horſe on the Reception, alarmed be- 
 yond Meaſure, to hear his Wife had puſhed her In- 
diſcretion ſo far as to go not only without his Conſent, but 
even without ſeeing him before her Departure, after the 
_ Diſpute they had with each other this ſeemed ſo unkind 


and ſo contemptuous withal, that if he could not bring 


himſelf preſently to hate her, it was becauſe he had 


loved her with a more than ordinary Paſſion. 


The Counteſs allowed his Reſentment to be juſt, and 
offered to make no Apology for her offending Daughter, 
but on the contrary commiſerated his Misfortune, and 


perſuaded him to take Poſt and follow her, endeavour 


to overtake her at Night, and if he could not prevail 
upon her to hear Reaſon, to exert the Power of a Hus- 
band and bring her back by Force. Sp rg dT, 
This Advice was too conformable to his own Opinion, 
| for him not to follow it | 
Poſt-Horſes, and came up with her in a little more 
than four Hours : She was juſt entring a Village, when 
the perceived him; but far from being daunted at his 


He immediately ſent. for 


Preſence, or any way wavering in her Reſolution, ſhe 
contrived to get rid of him, by one of the moſt wicked 
and ſhameleſs Stratagems that ever was invented. 
When he came to the Coach-fide, and ſpoke to her, 
ſhe pretended not to know him, and threatened that if 


be 
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he did not leave her and go about his Buſineſs, ſhe 


would declare he came to offer ſome Violence to her; 
all the Time he was ſpeaking, ſhe ſtill called out to 
the Coachman to drive faſter, but being under a neceſ- 


ſity of ſtopping in the Village, having tired the Horſes 


ſo much, that they could not have gone much further 
without baiting, the Huſband thought it beſt to ſay no 
more to her till ſhe alighted, and as ſoon as he ſaw ſne 


was in the Houſe, came up to the Door ; but on his 


advancing to enter was met by two or three Men, who 


with great Clubs ſeemed to guard the Paſſage, and aſked 
him what he wanted am come, ſaid he, to dine. 


with my Wife, what impertinence is here — con- 


tinued he diſmounting, ſome of you take care of my 
_ Horſe. LET =: „ 


The Man who kept the Cabaret, and was the Perſon 


who aſked this ridiculous Queſtion, had juſt received his 


Inſtructions from Madam D*Efiival, who told him ſhe 


had been purſued by a mad Man, who was in love with 
her, and fo outrageous, that he fancied him'e'f married 
to her, he is juſt behind me, added ſhe, and i charge you 


to hinder him from coming into the Houſe, for if he 


does, there muſt inevitably ſome Miſchief happen. 
As ſhe came in a Coach and Six, with ſuitable Equi- 
page, and Monſieur D' E/ival on a Poſt-Horſe and no 
Attendants, what ſhe ſaid was readily believed, and the 


Maſter of the Cabaret preſently called all his People about 
him, and oppoſed the injured Huſband's entrance, in the 
manner already mentioned. Finding he had quitted his 
Horfe, and was making his way into the Houſe, they 


told him there was no Room for People in his Condi- 


tion ————that they were ſorry for him; but he muſt 


not think to diſturb a Lady of Quality, who did them 
the Honour to call there, and bad him endeavour to com- 


poſe himſelf and go quietly away. 


It is impoſſible to ſay, whether the Aſtoniſhment or 
Rage of Monſieur D' E/ftival was greateſt to hear him- 
ſelf thus treated, the latter, however, made him draw 
his Sword, and attempt to force a Paſſage; but their 
Clubs ſoon rendered that Weapon ineffectual; it was 

. e preſently 


him to 
Huſband of that wicked Woman, who was all this 


laid hold of him, and in ſpite of all he could urge car- i 
Tied him to the Priſon, in order to ſecure him from 


of him- 


his Saweyneſs. 


Was really the Huſband of that Lady who had ſeen him 
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preſently broke, and he received ſeveral Blows in the 
Skirmiſh, the Maſter of the Houſe and his People calling 


magined him to be really diſtracted, and by the Advice of 


amazed to ſee ſhe ſhould put ſuch a Trick on fo worthy 
a Gentleman, and her Huſband ; on which ſhe turned 


to mention this Adventure, or offer to contradict what 


others of thoſe. who had been Inſtrumental in carrying 


he was one of the moſt ſober and worthy Gentlemen in 


cut for help all the Time, and ſaying they would manage 
him for coming there to play his mad Pranks. The 
whole Village was gathered about them in an Inſtant, 


and had it not been for the interpoſition of the Pariſh 
Prieſt, who came running among the reſt, to know the 


occaſion of this Uproar, the unfortunate D' Eflival 
might have been almoſt murdered. It was in vain for 
proteſt he was really ſo unhappy as to be the 


Time at the Window laughing, and highly diverted to 
Tee the Reception he met, not a Creature there but im- 


the Prieft, and ſome of the Heads of the Village they 


doing any Miſchief, till they ſhould hear who his 
Friends were, that they might be ſent to, to take care 
ſome of the Clowns diverting themſelves 
at his Extravagancy as they thought it, and others 
Pitying him as they went along 

In the mean Time, thoſe who attended Madam 
D' Eftival were ſhocked at this Behaviour, and one of 
them in particular, took the Liberty to tell her, he was 


him away immediately, and told him, that if he dared 
the had ſaid, ſhe would find a way to make him repent 


Bat this Menace did not intimidate the Fellow, 
he went and expoſtulated with the Prieſt, and ſeveral 


Monſieur D' Efival to Priſon : He aſſured them, that be 
uſed ſo unmercifully, and ſo far from being mad, that 
the World ; but they were all prejudiced in Favour of 


the Lady, as indeed believing it impoſlible a Woman of 
a 3 
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her Figure could be guilty of ſo abominable an 
Action. 


The honeſt Servant provoked at their Obſtinacy, and 
en to ſerve his Maſter if poſſible, rode immediately 


: back to the Caſtle, and acquainted the Counteſs De N 
, with the whole Proceeding, who afflicted beyond mea- 
p ſure at ſo horrible a Conduct in her Daughter, ſet out 
: the next Morning by break of Day, in order to procure 
4 the ſuppoſed mad Man his Liberty. ; 
r The Prieſt, the Inn-keeper, and indeed the whole 
E | Village were terribly alarmed, when they found by the 


Counteſs, who was known to ſome of them, the indiſ- 
cretion their Credulity had made them guilty of: They 
entreated Pardon in the moſt ſubmiſſive Terms of Mon- 
ſieur D'Eftival, who not caring the Adventure ſhould 
make too much Noiſe in the World forgave them, but 
© tho' he thanked the Counteſs for the Trouble ſhe had 
given herſelf, told her that he would never ſee her 
' Davghter more, or if poſſible even hear her mentioned 
me had nothing to offer by way of appeaſing his Reſent- 
ment, on the contrary ſhe owned it was but too juſt, and 

2 agreed to caſt her on: as a Daughter, as he did as a 
Wife. 

c But what Prodigies cannot Love effect —how 
© i eaſily are Injuries, tho of the moſt bitter Naters for- 


4 given where the Heart takes the Offender's Part !—— 
thy it's indeed puniſhing ourſelves too much, to be angry 
ned with thoſe who are very dear to us, and human Nature 
red | ſeeks but its own Eaſe in this Particular. The good 
hat genſe of Monſieur D' Ei val indeed would not ſuffer hm 
Pent to think ſhe merited any Part of the Tenderneſs he had 

I for her, and for a Time, whoever mentioned a Recon- 
ow, ciliation were ſure to receive ſuch Anſwers as made 
eral them ſoon give over their Mediation. 


In the mean Time Madam D' E Hi, loved all the 

| Pleaſures of having gained her Poirt; but at Length 
growing weary of Paris, and beginning to refle&, that 
a Woman of Condition makes but an odd Figure in be- 
ing ſeparated from her Huſband, ſhe vouchſafed to make 
. ſome Overtures to him, which he at firſt rejected 


with 
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have been guilty of, 


238 The Virtuous Villager; or, 


with a Diſdain, worthy of the Wrongs he had received 


ſhe was ; and in ſpite of the Haughtineſs of her Tem- 


eer, deſcended to Submiſſions, which he could never 


have expected from her; theſe Condeſcenſions making 
him hope, ſhe was entirely changed and truly penitent, 
he again received her with a Promiſe, never to reproach 


ber with what, ſhe ſaid, nothing but Youth and Inex- 
perience had made her guilty of; and which ſhe ſwore 
to attone for by her future Conduct to preſerve her in 
this Temper, he treated her, if poſſible, with more Fen- 
derneſs than before this Breach, and, in ſine, ſeem'd to 
make it the whole Study of his Life to oblige her; but 


the Return he received at laſt for all this Indulgence, 
ought to render her the Object of Deteſtation to her 


whole Sex, ſince it may poſſibly deter other Huſbands, 
from behaving with Mildneſs to their Wives, for fear 
they ſhould be encouraged by it, to act as ſhe did. 


About Three Months after this Reconciliation, Ma- 
dam D' Efival proved with Child: The Counteſs De 


NN inſtead of rejoicing, as molt Women do, in 
the hope of being a Grandmother, was very much 

troubled, not doubting, after the Experience ſhe had of 
her Daughter's Humour, but that ſhe would make her 
Pregnancy an Excuſe for a thouſand capricious Fancies, 
that would be tormenting not only to her Huſband, but 
to ever body elſe that came near ber; but poor Mon- 


ſieur D' Efival, whoſe Love had caſt a Miſt before his 
Eyes, except when ſome very flagrant ill Humour a 
little diſſipated it, was under no ſuch Apprehenſions ; his 


Tenderneſs redoubled, and he was all Tranſport at the 
News; the Pleaſure of being the Father of a legitimate 


Offspring, molt certainly exceeds all others ; but, alas ! 
full dearly did he pay for it all that the Coun- 


teſs's Imagination had ſuggeſted to her, was more than 
accompliſn'd, and Madam D*Efiival immediately 
gave into ſuch Extravagancies, as one would think no 
Woman that was not totally deprived of Reaſon, could 


To 


the more Difficulty ſhe found, the more eager 
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Jo ſay nothing of her Longings, which were for al- 
moſt every thing to which ſhe could give a Name, whe- 
ther poſſible to be procured or not; ſhe affected to take 
Diſguſts ſometimes to one Acquaintance, ſometimes to 
another, which muſt accordingly be {orbid the Houſe; till 
Monſieur D* E/lival in time, was obliged to baniſh all 
his Friends———one Day all the Servants in general 
were diſcharged, and others taken in their Places, the 
next they were turned out again, and the former reſtored 
the Furniture of the Rooms were alſo continually 
changed, nothing but pulling down and putting up—— 
ſelling one thing and buying another, which was no 
ſooner fixed, than it became as offenſive to her Eyes as 
that ſhe had exchanged for it in fine, always reſt- 
leſs and impatient herſelf, ſhe tired every one about her; 
yet no one durit preſume to contradict her or complain. 
Monſieur / Ei, was ready to comply with 
every fantaſtick Whim that came into her Head, and as 
he ſet the Example, all mr W to them were 


bobliged to follow it. 


It would be endleſs to recite the many Ways hs. 
yented to create Diſquiet, to whoever was ſo 8 
as to be in the way of it; but I cannot omit giving 
one inſtance of her Behaviour, which, indeed, may | 
ferve as a Specimen of the reſt. 


Monſieur LD EH had been from his Youth ac- 


© euainted with a Capuchin, a Man, who being deſcended 


of one of the beit Families in P+ovence, had renounced g 
with the Gaieties of the World a very handſome Eſtate; 


and who for his great Learning, as well as exemplary 


Life, was highly eſteemed by all who had the Pleaſure 
of knowing him: To add to his other excellent 
Qualifcations, he was a Man of ſingular Good- nature, 


. and had nothing of that Auſterity „Which inſtead of 


making Religion amiable, gives it a diſagreeable Air, f 


nather forbidding than inviting to its Embraces. 


This Reverend Father, Monſieur D* Efival was ſo 
unfortunate as to bring with him Home one Day to 
Dinner, many Friends happened to be there at the ſame 


time, and every one was charm'd with the elegant Diſ- 


courſes | 


wear that Beard the Abruptneſs o 
tion a little diſconcerted the good Man; but without 
ſeeming much moved, my Life, Madam, anſwer'd he, 
is in the Hands of the Almighty, who alone knows 


1 


ora 
* 
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courſes he cntertain'd them with. The miſchievous 


Madam D' Exival, perceiving the high Reſpect paid to 
him, thought of nothing but how to turn the good 
Humour and Pleaſantry of this Company into Vexation. 


At laſt, as no one had more wicked Wit, ſhe be- 


thought herſelf of the Means ; the Capuchin had a very 
long and venerable Beard, and ſhe imagin'd, he was not a 
little fond of it, by his frequently ſtroaking it while he ha - 
rangu'd the Company; ſo as he was in the midſt of a 
long Story, he had been requeſted to relate, ſhe inter- 
rupted him, by pulling him by the Sleeve, and ſaying, 


Father Raphael, how much longer do you deſign to 


when he ſhall be pleaſed to reſume it.— I talk 


. not of your Life; but of your Beard reſumed ſhe pee- 
-_  viſhly; I want to know if you are not tired with wear 
ing it ſuch a length of Time, and would not be glad 


ſome Friend would rid you of it? No, Madam, ſaid 


he, little ſuſpecting her Deſign in aſking that Queſtion, - 


I hope to preſerve it as long as | live. I am very 


certain I ſhall never conſent to part with it, and 1 


ſcarce think any one will have the ill Manners, not to 
ſay Impiety, ta attempt to deprive me of it by Force. 
Why not, cry'd Madam D' Eftival ? would you be 


leſs the venerable Man you are, without that odious 
Beard? Jam ſurprized a Man of the good Senſe 
| you are taken for, ſhould ſet your Heart on Trifles. 


Monfieur D' Efiival, the Counteſs, and all who knew 


the Temper of this Woman,trembled for the Conſequence 
of her concerning herſelf about the Beard; but, Father 
Raphael, who little ſuſpected what was in her Head, 
turning to ſome of the Company, was beginning to re- 
ſume the Diſcourſe her impertinent Queſtion had oblig'd 
him to break off; when Madam D*Z/iival cryed out, 
well, I wiſh I had never ſeen that Beard... II am 


with Child, and it may be fatal to me, if I have not 5 
the handling of that Beard. „ 
ee Im po- 


ſuch a Queſ- 
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Impoſſible was it for the graveſt Perſon at the Table, 
to forbear laughing immoderately at theſe Words; but 
the poor Capuchin was both confounded and aſhamed ; 
however, his good Breeding. got the better, and making 
a very low Bow, Madam, ſaid he, as much as I have 
hitherto priz d my Beard, I ſhould be now gr rieved to 
have ever worn it, if to the Prejudice of a Lady fer 
whom I have the utmoſt Eſteem 3 but as your Lady- 
| ſhip's Deſires tend only to the handling it, 1 ſee no Ne- 
ceſſity for its being cut off to yield you that Satisfac- 
tion, ſince you are at liberty to treat it as you pleaſe, 
_ excluſive of the Razor. That's all I afk, cry'd ſhe, 
and immediately roſe from her Seat, and ſtood before 
the Capuchin, who preſented his Chin to her with all 
Humility. Every body wondering all the Time what 
would be the Effect of fo whimſical a Fancy. _ | 
The Scene was certainly very diverting; you are ex- 
ceeling good, dear Father, cry'd Madam D' E/tival, I 
have long'd theſe two Hours for a pluck at that reve- 
rend Beard, and your Complaiſance gives me a new 
Life ; theſe Words were accompanied with a Look o 
maliciouſly arch, which together with the modeit Air 
the Capuchin put on, as ſhe apprqach'd, ſet the whole 
Company into a loud Laugh; but when ſhe 
ſeized the Beard with ſuch an Eagerneſs, as if ſhe did not 
deſign to let go her Graſp eaſily, they were not able to 
contain them/elves: ſhe tugg'd at it with a Force, 
which was not a little painful to the good Father, and 
render'd him little able to endure the Mirth, he found 


her Behaviour excited; for the Love of God, Madam, ” 


ſaid he, be more merciful, if you oblige me to gape in 
this manner, I ſhall have all the Owls about me fly in- 
to my Mouth. 

This Piece of Wit made thoſe that laugh'd . | 
that they had ſeemed diverted with the Humour of Ma- 
dam D' Eflival, but it had not the leaſt Effect on her; 
for having now the Command of the favourite Beard, 
ſhe held it fait with one Hand, and with the other be⸗ | 
gan to pull the Hairs up by the Roots, and that with 
io much Expedition, that Father Raphael not doabting 

Vo L. II. | M . but 
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but ſhe would demoliſh his whole Beard in the ſame 


manner, ſtarted from his Seat, and endeavouring to diſ- 
engage himſelf, threw the La ady on the Floor; Mon- 
Feur DE is val, the Counteſs, aud, indeed, all in the 


Koom, ran'to help her up, and enquired if ſhe was hurt; 


no, anſwered ſhe, but 1 ſhall certainly expire, if J have 
Lot the whole Beard torn wp by the Reots. Had any 


one been difpoled to gratifed her Humour in this Point, 


— 


1: would have been impoſſible; for the Capuchin, reſent- 


ig the Treatment Le had received, ro ſooner had his 
Cain at Liberty, than he very prudently made all the 


hafte he could out of the Room, with a full Reſolution 
reer to come à gain into a Place, where he might be in 


danger of ſeeing Madam D'EHi Da.. 
That Lady ro ſooner perceived he had made his 


Eſcare, than ſke called to her Euſband to run after 


him, and either bring him back, or tear his Beard off; 
but all Monſteur Z 7 fiiva!”s Complaiſance to her, could 


not ir fluepce j h. m fo far; on which ſhe ſell into violent 


Lxclamations, told him ſhe was certain he deſired no- 
thing fo much as to ſce ler dead; and that he choſe 
rather to oblige a Caf uchin, than his Wite to whom he 
had fach great Obiigat: cns. Xlonſteur L' Efival re- 


monſtrated to her the Injuſtice of her Requeſt, begg'd 
her to conſider, that as the Father was reſolved not to 
part with his Beard; how unteaſcnable it would be to 


force him to it; and that beſides it might be of very 


ill Conſequence, to oſler a V jolence of that Nature to 
a Perſon of his Order, and who was o greatly reſpeced 


by the Church, The Ceuntels ſaid much the fame 
things, and all the Company joined with them, to beg 


er to think no more of this unlucky Beard; but no- 


thing was eſfectual to appeaſe her; ſhe vow ed ſhe would 
ſooner deſtroy herlelf and the Child ſhe was pregnant 


with, than be diſappointed in a thing ſhe had jo much 
ſet her Heart upon ; and that if ſhe "could not have the 
Beard, the leaſt Attonement ker Huſband could make 


her, was to revenge her on the brutal Capuchin, who 
had not only denied the gratifying an Inclination fo 
natural to Women with Child; but had allo, without any 
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Reſpe& due to her Birth, Sex or Condi tion, oppoſed 
his Strength againſt her Weaknels, and thrown her on 


the Ground. 
Thus what at firſt ſeem'd only a Matter of Ridi- 


cule, had like to have to have turned out of the moſt 
ſerious Conſequence to Monſieur D' pi; 


for being 
Prevail'd upon by his Wife. to proſecute Father Raf bal, 
for an Aſſault, he was near being caſt with the Loſs of 
all ke was worth in the World. The Capuchins ail 
over Fance, took the part of tate Brother, ard tin 
EFccleſaſtical Court gave it entirely on their Side; ſo 
that had not the Friends of D Eftival mace a very 


powerful Intereſt, he would have repented as lang as he 


lived, the engaging in an Affair, which was only par- 
don'd in Conſideration of his Wife being frantick, and 


who it was alledged, had repreſented to him the Hurts 


ſhe pretended to have received, in a manner different 


from the Truth. 


| Soon after this was elo dec Madan D ical 


brought a Son into the Word, who was born without a 


Peara, though ſome, to bizmour her, bad feemed to ap- 
& tlie contrary — 


that his Wife now made a Mother, would come to a 


moe juſt Way of thinking, and give him no farther Oc- 


caſion to curſe the Ceremony that united them; but be 


was ſadly miſtaken, a very ſhort time convinced him, 
that there was no End of his \lifery with a Woman of | 


her Temper. 

One of the firſt Places ſhe appear'd in aſper her geing 
abroad was at the Celebration of a Wedding. a young 
Lady one of her molt intimate Friends was married to 


a Ceunt; and the Thoughts of being obliged to give 
Place to the Bride, who was. before Fer inferior, made 


this reſtleſs Woman quite beſide herſelf, and nothing 
now would ſerve her, but being made a M larchiorets, 
that ſhe might ſtill preſerve her Precedence. 

What a new and unforſeen Affliction was this to Mon- 
heur D' Hſival, he endeavoured to Convince her, that 


M4 ſhe 


-Her Huſband rejoiced ex- 
tren at this Bleſſing es Heaven, flatt tering himſeif 
that he was now at the End of all his Freub' es, and 
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| fe ought not to indulge ſo inconvenient an Ambition, 
old her that his Eſtate was too ſmall to ſupport the 
Dighiey of ſuch a Title ; and that as he had never been 
in the Army, he ſhould be look'd upon as mad to ſolli- 
cite ſuch an Honour. On this the flew into an Extre- 
mity of Rage, reproach'd him with having demean'd 
herſelf by marrying him, and faid, that as ſhe brought 
him a large Eſtate, ſhe woald Rave Part of it ſo'd to 
bay a Marguifatc it was in vain that the Coun- 
tels her Mother, and ail the Relations on both Sides, 
uſed their utmoſt Efforts to get this Whim out of her 
Head ; nothing would pacify her, ſhe raved, _ 
throwed hings about the Houſe, broke all that came 
near her, and, in fine, behaved like a Creature quite 
cGeprived of Reaſon ; but, Monfteur D' Eftival, ſtill 
continuing in flex ble, ſhe bad recourſe to Artifice, fell 
into. pretended Fits, feign'd ber! felf ſick, did all that 
wiltul, wicked Woman could, but all to no Effect; 
which ſhe at length perceiving, ſhe reſolved to be re- 
venged, and to that Purpoſe Rifted ker Reſentment, 
ſee med to grow eaſy in her Mind, and to have ene 
forgot all that had paſſed : In the mean time w Em. 
ing a Stratagem, which had not Fortune aſſiſted her 
Huſband in the Diſappoi ntment t of, muſt. have been his 
 Þeitru&on. 

Happening to be walking one Morning i in. a ine 
Meadow adjacent to the Caitle, he met one of his Te- 
1ants crofiing baſtily into the Road; on Monſieur 
D* Ejiival's bidding him Good-morrow with his ac- 
cuſtom' a Atabi lity, the Fellow look'd earneſtly at him, 
and feen d troubled what's the Matter, ſaid D* E/ 
iival, ba 5 ROY Misfortune befallen you? The other 
knowing, as the whole Country did, the Diſpoſition of 
Madam CP Efival, could not ſorbear replying ; I know 
rot whether what has happened to me juſt now, is for 
my god! or ill, or what Con:equence my acquainting 
vou with it may occaſion ; but I cannot fortbear 
ning you krow, I am ſent by your Lady to put a 
Le'ter into the Poſt, with a ſtrict Charge not to tell any 
bocy cf it; it being ſac ſays of ſuch Moment, that ſhe 


1 | durſt 


n PD 
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durſt not truſt the Care of it to any Servant ſhe has. 
Now, continued the Peaſant, methinks, you be- 
ing her Huſband ſhould not be a Stranger to the Con- 
tents, and if you think fit I ſhould carry it, Iwill make 
the beſt of my way, otherwiſe I think it is but honeil 
A to put it into your Hands. 
| Monſieur D' Eflival, as he had reaſon, doubted: not 
F but there was ſome Myſtery contain'd in it, which it 
would be highly proper for him to unravel —————*o 
took the Letter, bidding the Man return to the Ladv, 
; and tell her he had punctually obeyed her Commands, 
| and at the ſame time gave him a Lewis D'Or in re- 
compence of his Fidelity; exacting alſo from him, that 
he ſhould never divulge, either that he had been en- 
truſted with ſuch a Letter by her, or in what manner he 
had diſpoſed of it; all this the Fellow aſſured him of per- 
_ forming, and, indeed, was as good as his Word, Mon- 
ſieur D'Eftival being as much beloved, as his Wife Was 
the contrary. 
This perplex'd Huſband was no ſooner A tas ke 
began to examine the Letter ; the very Superſcription of 
which had reaſon to alarm him, it being addreſſed to 
the firſt Miniſter of State; but infinitely more was he 
ſo, when after breaking the Seal, he found the Contents 
as follows. 


— 
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"hs Lord, 
OTHING ole afolrgize for the Pr efumption of 


encroaching on Moments fo precious as yours ; but the 
juſt Concern of a faithful Wife, for the Honour and Safe- 
ty of a moſt beloved 8 hae received 
certain Intellizence that Monſieur D'Eftival, that Huf: 
band who is 2 truly dear to me, has accepted of an Offer 
made to him, to engage in a Foreign Service, and is now 
on the Point of leaving the Fingaom.- I knoxu not on 
avhat Meti ves he has been prevail d upon, to feyerve from 
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the Duty he oabes his King and Country, and the Afeckian 
je once pretended to A W , evo. has made his Fortune IE : 
yet jo, my Lord, it is, aud he will very ſoon quit all that ! 
ourht to be dear to him for ever, if you do not in terpoſe 
vaur Authority, to prevent a Misfortune I cannot hope to | 
ſurvive. I know it can be done by no other <vay 
than by ſecuring bis Perſon for a Time 3. but, in that, per- 
haps, he may recover thoje Sentiments of Loyalty and 
Lowe, evhich J ance thought were incapatle of being in- 
terrupted by any Temptation aubatever. How territ le 
is it to me become his Accuſen, yet would it be yet more 
crutl to keep Silence in ſuch an Hair; beſides, rend ring. 
myſelf” in joue Meaſure a Partater in is Cu. | 
Pity, therefore, I moſt bumbly befſeech Jour Lordfpip, and 
parden the inconerent Dictaics, of a diſiraited and al- 
22 Sen Heari. | | | 


Tan. 
Ay Lord, 
With the greateft Reſpesd, 
Your Lordſbip's 
14% bumble and 
mo? obedient & erant 


 A.D'Esrival; 
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As much as Madam D'Efival had done to convince 
her riaſuand of the Miſchievouſneſs of her Diſpoſition, 
he could never have believed without this Teſtimony 


| 4 3 under her own Hand, that it would have carried: her to 
| If | 1 {ouch enormous Lengths —— He perceived now that 
ber Deſign was to get him confined, and that while he 
1 Was ſo, having the Management of the Eftate in ha 
5 | down Hands, ſhe would try all Methods of tatisfying her 
11 Ambition. - All the Remains of Love, which had 
Wl || | hitherto pleaded fo ſucceſsfully in her Behalf, this Jait 
11 vile Action diſlipated, and he came t& a Reivlution of 
1 
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making himſelf eaſy once for e which could be done 
no other way than by an eternal Separation. 

For this Purpoſe he imitated ber Example, concea' ed 
bis Reſentment, diſſembled an Affection he no longer 
felt, and pretending the fudden Death of a Re! ation 
called him to Paris, took Poſt the next Day, and went 
to Verſailles, where being admitted to the Miniſter, he 
laid open his Grievance, and to prevent the Effect of 
any future Letter ſhe might ſend, ee ge that which 
he had intercepted.— The Stateſman, fli:111d as ke 
was in Stratagem, was amazed to $i id fo much Artifc 
in a Female Breaſt; and after be. ng perſectiy convinced 
of the Innocence of Nlont.car D Elti vai, granted litt 
his Protection. 

The next Step took by this unhappy - Huſband, was 
to apply to Parliament for a Sep ration, which he eaſily 
obtain'd on ſhewing the Lener, and pi oving it to be his 
Wiſe's Hand. 

ladam D' Eflival i in the. mean time was not idle, 2 
though i it was not in her power to prevent him from car 
ry ing his Point in this particular, ſhe was no Jets {uc- 
ceſsful in another: As he, infatuated by his Love, had 
acknowledg'd 1 in the Marriage- -Articies, a larger Dower 
than he in reality received, in Order. as it was pretended 
by the Counteſs, to give the Match a greater Air in the 
Family; ſhe ſued in her Turn for a Separation of 
Eſtates real and perſonal ; alledging that her Huſband. 
was a Gameſter and a Prodigal, and would ſquander a- 
way what belong'd to her and her Son, All the 
Relations of her Father's fide, thought them! (elves obliged 
to ſupport this Cauſe, and as they were very po! werfal, their 
Intereſt carried it; and Monſieur D'EHi t, was oblig d 
to refund all he had receiv'd at Marriage, and to fell his 
den Eſtate, to make up the pretended Def ciency ——— 
a ſad Warning to all Men, how they depend fo much 
on the Love of a Woman above them, as not to ſecure 
ſome thing to themſelves in Caſe the Tice ſhould turn. 

Monſieur D' Eftizval, however, did not appear great- 
ly dejected, the Wrongs | he had ſuſtain'd procured him 
much Fayour from the diſtinguiſhing and truly, wor- 
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the was. 


thy Miniſter, that he has ſince given him a handſome 


Employment; on the Salary of which he lives, and 


with with more real Comfort, than he did in his late 
Grandeur, with a Woman of ſuch a vile Humour, as 


Was that of his Wife. 


Thus did my Mother conclude her Hiſtory ; and I 
cannot ſay, on reflecting how much I had ſufter'd from 
the Cruelty and Malice of that Lady, that I was ſorry ſhe 
had proved to all the World, what I but too well knew 


After this we fell into Converſation of ſeveral who 


lived in the Neighbourhood, and as my Mother nata- 


rally loved talking, ſne entertained me with many things, 


Which I knew as well as herſelf, having happen'd be- 


fore I left her; but this ſhe was ignorant of, and thought 


ſhe did me a Pleaſure; by Accident having mention'd 
the Financier, who was the preſent Lord of the Village, 
I entreated ſhe would give me his Hiſtory ; which ſhe | 
did, beginning with his Intentions of marrying one of 
her Daughters, and the Occaſion of breaking off the 
Match; but that Part my Readers are already ac- 

quainted with, ſo I ſhall omit all my Mother ſaid of 


it, and come to where ſhe mentioned his purchaſing 


the Lordſhip of the Village, and his Behaviour fince his 
living at the Caſtle ; which ſhe did with a Bitterneſs, 
which was not uſual with her; but I ſoon learned the 
Occaſion of it in theſe Words. | 


A Merry Adventure of Mlonſieur GR1- 
e and his Wife, 


Never had but three Children, faid-my Mot Vers two 
Daughters, and a Son who died young the 
Eldeſt of my Girls it was whom I have inform'd your 
Ladyſhip, was very near being the Bride of Monſieur 
Gripart; the youngeſt, who though not altogether ſo 
beautiful as her Siſter is accounted very amiable ; ſhi2 
married one Colin a Farmer, hut a young Man of tolle- 
rable good Senſe, and very honelt— they love each 

other, and I have the Satisfaction to ſee they live toge⸗ 

ther with more Harmony and true Comfort, than is fle- 
quently the Portion of the Great, For ſome Months 
after their Marriage they remain'd with us, and it was 
during that time, that Monſieur Gripart became Pro- 
prietor of the Caſtle. —He had not been long 1a 
the Neighbourhood before he became ridicalous by his 
Amours, which were ſometimes with his own Servants, | 
and, indeed, he behaved with ſo much Indecency to a3} 
the young Women that came in his Way, that his Pre- 
ſence was avoided with Deteſtation. All who were 
truly modeſt, or deſired to be thought ſo, fled when. 
ever he appear'd, and ſhunn'd him like Infection. 

He was, indeed, very complaiſant to our Family, 
though the Inducement he had to it, was far from being 
gueis'd at by us. He ſent for my Huſband, an! 
having heard he once had the Care of the Caltle-Gar- 
dens, told him, that if he would undertake the fame Bu- 
ſineſs again, he would allow him the ſame Wages bal 
been formerly paid by the Counteſs De N. The 

Propolal was too adyantageous not to be accepted with 


M 5 "Joy: 
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Joy; but my Huſband declined living their altogether” 


on the Account of his Family; but went at Five © Clock 
every Morning, and returned at Eight at Night. 


As ſoon as Morfizur Grifart had thus ſecured John 
—, Who he knew very well was not to be impoſed 
upon in any thing, where the Virtue or Reputation of 
thoſe belonging to him were concern'd; he came very 


often to our Houſe un ler various Pretences, ſometimes 
cefiring to reſt himſelf, being, he would lay, fatigued 
With walking ; at others, call to know if we could 1e- 


eommend a Servant to Ain for ſuch or ſuch a Place 
at firſt he ſpoke indifferently to me, and to my Daugh- 
ter; but after coming a few times he took more upon 
him, and began to be more free with her, than was be- 

coming to a married Woman, and. at laſt told her in 
plain Terms that he was in love with her; as ſhe 


18, Heaven be praiſed, very virtuous, ſhe e this 
Declaration with the Diſdain it merited, and ſolemnly 
proteſted, if he ever offer'd to talk to her any more on 


that Subject, ſhe would 8 to her Huſband and the 


Curate. 


Gripart was too much a e to be willing to 
cope with ſo luſty and reſolute a Fellow as Colin, and 


too covetous to be willing to come under the Rebuke 


of the Church, which ſeldom pardons without making 
the Delinquent pay pretty dear for his Offence 3. ſo pro- 
miſed he would be more diſcreet for the future, and 
begg'd the would not betray him; ſhe conſented to be 


ſilent on that Condition, though leſs for his ſake than for 


her Huſband's Peace, who ſhe knew to be a little in- 
c ined to Jealouſy; but, the Financier, was either 


too much oe: or too fooliſh to keep his Word; 


and as he durſt not ſpeak to her any more, he contrived 
a Scheme by which he hoped to compaſs his Vebgn, 


wi. hout expoſing bimſelf to any Danger. 


He knew that Colin went every Week to a ſma!l 


Town about four Leagues dillance to ſell his Corn, and 
| and that he never came back the ſame Night; bas was 


often oblig'd to flay two or three Days away, and, on 


this Ablence he ate his Project. 


Towards; | 
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Towards the Evening of one Day, that my Son-in- 
Law was gone on his accuſtom'd Buſineſs ; Gripart ſent a 
Peaſant, whom by Bribes he made his Creature, to my 
Daughter.— remember we were juit going to 


Supper, when the Fellow came in a valt Hurry, and 
told her ſhe muſt go with him immediately, that Colin 


had fallen from his Horſe, and being Jet Blood was 


obliged to ſtay at a Farm-Houſe in the Road, ſo deſited 
ſhe would make all the haſte ſhe could to him ; in order 


to go on with the Waggon early the next Morning, to 


{ell the Corn for him. My pocr Girl, not in the leaſt 
ſuſpecting the Truth of wuat was told her, got up be- 


hind the Meflenger, and truſted entirely to him to con- 
duct her. 


It was two Hours after Dark . ſhe: . at ih 


Place, where ſhe expected to have found her Huſband ; | 
but where in reality the baſe Gripart was waiting for her, 
now imagining himſelf ſure of his Prey; havir g. in- 


deed, laid ſuch a Scheme for her Ruin, as nothing could 
have prevented from taking Effect. but the Inter poſition 


of the all merciful and ever watchful Providence. 


This Farm- Houſe, as the vile Tool of his Deſigns 
callb'd it, was no other than a little obſcure Inn, . here 
the meaner fort of Travellers uſed ſometimes to bait : 
Gripart, to avoid being expoſed, in Caſe any Diſappoint- 


ment ſhould happen, diſguiſed himſelf like a plain Coun- 
tryman, and had invented a Story plauſtble enough, to 
make the People of the Houſe of his Party: He told 
them, that being married to a young Weman for whom 
he had a very great Affection, he had of late heard 
{ome Stories, which made him fearful her Conduct was 


not ſuch as it ought to be; but that not being willing to 
condemn her on a bare Neport; he was reſolved to make 
tryal of her, and to that En had pretended to go 


a Journey, that ſhe might think herſelf at Liberty to 


act as ſhe pleaſed; and that he had now ſent for her to 
come there, in the Name of the Perſon with whom it 


was ſuſpected the had too great an Intimacy — 
{aid the wicked Gripart, it the comes it will be a co: 
yincing Proof of her Infidelity, and if ſhe vefules 1 


o, 


Al © wall 


Blood ? 
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ſhall know to give the lye to thoſe who have ſpoke ill 
of her. 

The Maſter and Miſtreſs of the Houſe approved very 
much of his Proceeding, and on his telling them that, 
perhaps, his Wife on finding ſhe was diſcovered, would 
cry out; they aſſured him, that neither themſelves nor 


any of their Family ſhould interfere between them, if he 


had a mind to correct her, it was none of their Buſineſs— 


and that they ſhould not be againſt his bringing her back 


to her Duty. Thus was every Obſtacle, that could 
be forſeen, nova from hingring the es AT of 
his black Attempt. 
Colin in the mean time happening to meet ſome Offi- 
cers, who were employed in furniſhing Proviſions for the 
Army, and on the Watch for the Corn-Waggons, ex- 
pecting to buy ſomewhat cheaper than in the Market 
ſold all his Wheat to them, and after drinking toge- 


ther, was on his return Home, overjoyed that he had 
__ diſpatch'd his Buſineſs ſo ſoon. 

a little: by the way, and then travel all Night, that he 

might reach the Village by the next Morning. 


And deſign'd only to bait 


The Inn where he ſtopp'd for Refreſhment, was the 
very ſame where Monſieur Gripart waited for my 
Daughter, -and on his Arrival, found his Horſes were 


too much tired, the Waggon being that Day more than 


ordinarily heavy loaded, to go any further; ſo on the 
Waggoner's Perſuaſions, 

He was ſitting drinking with his Man by the Fite- 
fide, when my Daughter came in: He was ſurprized to 


lee her, but ſhe, who expected him there, ran directly 


to him, and throwing her Arms about his Neck, ask'd 
him how he found himſelf, and ſaid he was in the 


Wrong, not to be Bed aſter ſuch an Accident. 


What Accident, cry'd he, what do you mean ?- 
your Words are as myſterious to me, as the fight of you 
at this time of Night, and ſo far from Home? Good 
God!] ſaid ſhe, did you not fall from your HorſE?- 
are you not bruiſed very much, and oblig'd to be let 
did you not t lend . Bibart the Vine- 
Dreſſer 


he conſented to yield to Neceſ- 
| fity, and to lie there all! Night. : 
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Dreſſer to bid me come to you in all haſte ?———Prithee, 
continũed ſhe, turning to the Man that brought her, who 
thought was juſt behind ther, what did you mean by 
telling me ſuch an untruth ? But ſhe might have ſpared 


herſelf the trouble of aſking this Queſtion the Fellow 
on his entrance, ſeeing Colin, thought he ſhould make 
but a bad Figure in this Bufineſs if he were examined, ſo 
ran out of the Houſe as faſt as he could, 8 
Colin conſidered a little on it, and was convinced in 
his Mind, that this Contrivance to get his Wife abroad 
could not be made for nothing, and was reſol ved to 
fathom the Bottom of it if poſſible; in order to which he 
bid her ſit down, while he went to watch what would 
enſue at the Gate no body here knows us, ſaid he, 

nor has heard what paſt between us at your coming in, 
ſo when I am gone, you may aſk if there is no Company, 
or if they don't expect ſome body here, and by that 


| means it's poſſible we may find out ſomething. M 


Daughter no leſs anxious than himſelf, promiſed to do _ 


ber Part, and as ſoon as he was gone out of the Room, 


called for the Woman of the Houſe, and enquired of her 
according to her Huſband's DireCtions, but was anſwered 
by her, that having been abroad herſelf ſhe could not 
ſay any thing to the Matter; but if ſhe pleaſed ſhe 
would ſee. On this my Daughter obſerved ſhe went up 
Stairs, and ſoon after came down again, which as ſoon 

as ſhe was, ſhe whiſpered in her Ear, and bid her go up 

the Party was above very well, cried my Daugh- 
ter, and immediately tripped up Stairs, where ſhe was 
met by the wicked Gripart, who catch'd her in his 
Arms, crying now my pretty Peaſant I will be revenged 


on you, ſor all your Coyneſ——ſhe ſhrieked out, 


but as he had prepared the People, her Cries would 
have little availed, had not Colin, who ſuffered nothing 
of what paſſed to eſcape him, flew to her Relief, fol- 
lowed by his Man both armed with Cudgels, which they 
did not fail to exerciſe with all their Might, on the 
Arms, Hack, Legs, and every Part of the intended 
 Raviſher, who fell upon his Knees, begging for Mercy, 
1 but 


_—_ 
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bat in vain ; Colin would not be prevailed upon to 
deſiſt till he was no leſs weary with giving Blows, than 
the Criminal was ſore with receiving them 
then leaning to reſt himſelf on his Cudgel, after loading 


_ Gripart with all the opprobrious Names he could invent, 5 


he bethought himſelf of yet a farther Revenge, which 
was to bind him Hand and Foot, and in that Poſture 


carry him before the Curate, to be puniſhed as the eccle- 
fiaſtick Court ſhould determine this was much 


more terrible to Gripart than all he had ſuffered :— 


he begged Colin not to carry Things fo far as that, 
and offered a handſome Sum of Money, to be let depart 
_ quietly away; but Colin, who took a Pleaſure in tormen- 
ting him, would not ſeem to know him, tho' he did ſo 
from the Moment he came up, and cried, you do well 
to think to impoſe upon me————where ſhould ſuch 
a Clown as you have the Gold you talk of: ——in 
fine, he made ſuch a Jeſt of him, and at the ſame Time, 
appeared fo poſitive in complaining to the Curate, that 

_ Gripart was at laſt obliged to acknowledge who he was, 
beg Colin's Pardon in his own Name, and entreat him 


to accept of his Propoſal, which with ſome ſeeming 


_ Difficulty he was at laſt prevailed on to take, and 
with that Money ſoon after brought a Farm, on which 
they now live in a comfortable manner. 


Since this Adventure, Monſieur Gripart has behaved 


with more Decency to Women in general, and I dare 


Anſwer is ſufficiently cured of his Paſſion for my Daughter, 
who he now treats Wherever he ſees her with a great deal 
of Reſpect, as alſo her Huſband, not daring to do 


any thing to diſoblige them for fear they ſhould ex- 


T 
My Mother concluded her little Narrative, with - 


telling me it was on the Account of his Curioſity con- 
cerning me, that ſhe had given me this Account of his 


_ Diſpoſition, in order that 1 might be upon my Guard. 
I thanked her for her kind Caution, tho ſhe was far 


from imagining how little need there was of it, being 
reſolved to avoid as much as poſſible, a Man whom. I 


1 knew 


of. 
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knew but too well, and who, even tho' he ſhould not 


remember me for what I was, might take it into his 


Head to be troubleſome to me in the Perſon I aſſumed. 


The next Day I received my Goods, which Monſieur 


Melicourt had ſent me, and with them a Letter, which 


cautioned me to be extremely careful how I ſaw any 
Strangers. He told me that the old Marquis was 
outrageous at my Flight that he had diſpatched 
Perſons all over the Kingdom to learn News of me, and 
to encourage their Diligence had offered a large Sum of 
Money, as the Reward of him who ſhould be ſucceſsful 
enough to find me Melicourt expreſt his Appre- | 
henſions of my being diſcovered, and the Effects of the 
old Marquis's Reſentment to me, if ever I ſhould fall 
into his Hands, after having thus diſappointed his Ex- 
pectations He informed me alſo, that ſuppoſing 
his Son was privy to my Departure, he intended to 


write to him, in order to compel him to diſcover 


the Place of my Retreat, or by his refuſing Com- 
pliance with that Command, to baniſh him for ever 
from his Preſence. How terrible this Intelligence was 
to me, any one who loves, and has ſuch Reaſon to fear 


for the beloved Object, may eaſily imagine Meli- 
court, however, aſſured me, that the Marquis, in ſpite 


of his Indignation, expreſt a Concern, that I had not 
taken the Toylet with me, and ſaid he was very un- 
happy in being ſo little known to me————that he 
would by no means ſuffer the Effects I had left behind me 
to be ſold, in order to make up the Money he had be- 
ſtowed upon me——— and added, that ſince he knew _ 
not where to ſend them to me at preſent, he would 


order them to be ſecured for me till I ſhould be heard 


In fine, all that Melicourt wrote, convinced me that 


the old Marquis's Quarrel to me, was only occaſioned 
by my Departure, and that his Paſſion for me was not 
in the leaſt abated————this, tho' it defended me 
from all Apprelienſions of being cruelly treated by him, 


if he ſhould, find me out, gave me others of a more 
| | dreadſul 
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dreadful Nature, on the Score of being loved too 
much. 1 8 
The little Furniture which came down, occaſioned 
much Diſcourſe in the Village, it conſiſted of Plate, in- 
laid Cabinets, and ſome other Toys in an elegant Taſte, 
and which had an Air of Grandeur — my Father 
and Mother could not ſufficiently expreſs their Admira- 
tion, and my Aunt, who took a great Pride in the Honour, 
as ſhe thought it, of belonging to me, told the Neighj- 
bours that this was nothing to what I had at Paris, I 
was ſometimes very much diverted with her repeating 
to me what the People ſaid of me; but there was things 
ſhe informed me of, which made me ſee I ought to be 
extremely circumſpect, if I intended to avoid giving 
- Sulpicion whe T was. ne nt . 
She told me that her Siſter, meaning my Mother, 
could never look upon me without the Palpitation of the 
Heart; that the more ſhe ſaw me, the more ſhe thought 
me like that Daughter of whom I had heard them 
ſpeak, and of whom they could not hear the leaſt News, 
but that I never reſembled her ſo much as when I was in 
an Undreſs ; and on my Father's ſaying he thought indeed 
| there was a diſtant Likeneſs, but far from what ſhe 
| fancied, ſhe had told him, that ſhe would convince him 
by bringing him up on ſome Pretence into my Cham- | 
ber before I was out of Bed, 55 | 
0 This Hint was very uſeful to me, and to bring them 
| off from any Notions of the Truth, from this Time I 1 
lj dreſſed every Morning as I uſed to do at Verſailles, and 
14 Paris; and tho' I had never made uſe of any Art before, 2 
1 I now put ſome Red upon my Cheeks, to take off the 
1 natural Paleneſs, or rather too great Delicacy of my I 
11 Complection. I wore it Day and Night, ſo that it ] 
11 paſſed for the good Effects of the Country Air render- 0 
14 ing me more robuſt and healthy, and took away great = 
1 Part of that Reſemblance I fo much dreaded, ſhould t 
1 firſt or laſt diſcover mm. Rn DE \ 
1 There was one thing that gave me a great deal of kt 


| | (| Pain how to behave in: I had been in the Village now a 
1 
104 


penſe wit 


A 
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twelve Days, and had never once been at Church; 


the Excuſe of bad Health would no longer paſs current, 
when I looked ſo roſy, and beſides, it was a Duty 
which I thought I ought not on any Motive to dif- 


Heaven, ſaid I, to myſelf, can 
conceal me from the moſt inquifitive Eyes, when 
Piety obliges me to be ſeen, and tho' I were to hide 


me under the Earth, could alſo betray me———i1o 
that to the ſame Providence which has hitherto vouch- 
ſafed to protect me, will I ſtill truſt, fearing nothing ſo 
much as rendering myſelf unworthy of it. 


This Reflection determined me to go the next Sunday 


to Church, but as I did not doubt that my Intentions. 
would be a Secret, and conſequently a great Number 
of People would be there to ſee me, I dreſſed myſelf in 
one of the richeſt Gowns I had, that I might appear 
as little like my real ſelf as poſſible 
a Hood very forward to conceal a good Part of my 
Face, and went along with my Head declined as 
looking on the Ground, ſo that it was very difficult to 
get a full View of my Face. Fe 5 


7 U 


What I had imagined was true; the Church was 
_ crowded not only with Pariſhioners, but alſo with a vaſt 


many Strangers, I went up to the Women's Benches, 


which were immediately cleared by thoſe who were there 


before me ; but I obliged them to reſume their Places, 
and I could hear them whiſper to one another, that I 


charmed with what ſeemed ſo great a Condeſcenſion in 
We N | EO Ts 


But I was not ſuffered to remain long in the Place I 
had made choice f a Verger came to me in the 
Name of the Lord of the Village to invite me to his. 

Chapel, I anſwered him that I liked my Situation very 
well, and tho' I thanked him for his Civility, deſired 
to ſtay where I was. The Meſſenger left me at theſe 
Words, but Monſieur Gripart then came himſelf, and 


told me he could not bear to ſee a Lady of my Appear- 


ance ſo incommodiouily placed, and proteſted, that if I 


perſiſted 


I alſo put on 


was as affable as fair————ſo infinitely were they 


8 4 
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perlilted i in refuſing his Requeſt, he have kneel down 
by me on the Pavement. | 
His coming to me in this manner, drew more than 

ever the Eyes of the whole Aſſembly upon me, and to 
put an end to it, I thought it beſt to comply; ſo preſent- 
ing my Hand, permitted him to lead me to his Chapel, 
Where I beard Maſs without making any Aniwer to 
the Compliments, with which he endeavoured to inter- 
rupt my Devotion. 

He was over and above follicitous in acquit ting him- 

ſelf politely, and as his Quality was but of a ſhort 
Date as well as my own, I could not help ſmiling to 
myſelf at the Ceremonies that paſſed between us | 
when Mais was over he made me an Offer cf his Coa eh 


do carry me Home; but as my Lodging was not above 


an hundred Paces from the Church, I told him I choſe | 
to walk, and indeed it would have been ridicalous to 


have done otherwiſe, even if I had had a Coach of my 


own at Jeaſt, ſaid he, I beg your Ladyſhip 
will Jo me the Weder to ſee the Caltle, I can aſſure 
you the Gardens are pleaſant and well deſigned, 
John B =where you lodge was the Contriver of 
them ; beſides, Madam, continued he, our Country- 
Maids dance in the Avenues, and may afford you ſome 
Diverſion. I thanked him for his obliging Invitation, 
but begged to be excuſed, ſaying that it was my Deter- 
mination to go no where except to Church; but I ſhould 
not ſo eaſily have got rid of his Importunities, if the 
Curate had not joined Company with us, as we were 
talking; I could eafily perceive there was ſome Miſun- 
derſtanding between them, for Monſieur Gripart imme 
diately took his leave and went into his Coach, and J 
afterwards heared that good Prieſt had very ſeverely re- 
primanded him on Account of his looſe Behaviour, 
which made him afterwards not very ry: in his 
Company. | | 
le addreſſed himſelf to me with a great deal of | 
Reſpect, and told me he had taken great Notice of my 
Behaviour during Divine Service, that I was a Pattern, 


which 
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which he ſhould rejoice to find his whole Congregation 
endeavour to imitate, and that as the Manners of 
People of Condition, had for the moſt Part an influence 


over the meater ort, he hoped mine would loſe nothing 
of their Force. I anſwered this Compliment with the 


Humility due to his Function, and had no ſooner done 
ſo than my Father and Mother came up to us, and 
after ſaying ſome handſome Things on the honour 
they had of having me for a Lodger, he deſired they 
would uſe all the Intereſt they had with me, to prevail 


on me to dine with him that Day——— He told me, 


that he had a Neice who was dying with impatience o 
ſce a Lady, whole Praiſes ſne had heard from the Mouth 
ol every body in the Village my Father and 

Mother ſeconded his Requeſt, and J was ſo beſet on all 


fides, that notwithſtanding my Reſolution, I was 
obliged to comply. The Curate appeared infinitely. 
ſatisfed and thought he had Reaſon to be more ſo, as I 


had refuſed the fame Favour to the Lord of the Village, 


and when we came to his Houſe, the Neice he men- 
rioned, who was a very agreeable young Woman, 
Teceived me with the greateſt gs Lamar and 


Reſpect. 


The Curate, who little imagined I was that 8 
whom the Marquis De L J. had ſent Dubois 
to enquire after, as mentioned in the beginning of theſe 
Memoirs, had a very great Curioſity to know who I was, 
and hearing I was called Madam De Mainwille, ſaid to 
me at we were at Table, I once knew a Gentleman 
named Monſieur De Mainville who belonged to the Sea, 
perhape, Madam, he might be a Relation to you. 

Leaſily perceived he introduced this Diſcourſe in order 
to diſcover by my Anſwer ſomewhat concerning me, ſo 
was entirely on my Guard, and beſeeched he would not 


oblige me to enter into Converſation: which would. re- 


mind me of the loſs of a beloved Huſband, 
Tais Reply of mine agreeing exactly with the PR | 
count my Aunt hed given, that I was always lamenting 
for the Dear) of my Huſband, obliged him out of good 
Manners, 
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Manners to talk of other Things; but I, who wanted 


very much to be at home, for fear of any Accident hap- 


pening to betray me, appeared ſo much dejected, and 


counterfeited ſo deep a Melancholy, that he was ex- 


tremely troubled at having occaſioned, as he imagined, ' 


ſo great a change in me. 
I was juſt about to take my leave when Colin and his 


Wife came in; as I had never ſeen my Siſter fince my 
coming, and was eafily perſuaded to fit a Moment longer, 


that I might have the pleaſure of being in her Com- 


| pany, but indulging this natural Affection occaſioned 
me ſome Alarms, and convinced me that the Paſſion of 
Love is ſtronger than the Tenderneſs of Conſanguinity. 


Colin, who had felt that Paſſion for me, had 


my Features more deeply imprinted in his Memory than 
in that of either my Father, Mother, or Siſter, ——= 
He looked upon me with Aſtoniſhment, and cried out, 

I am ſure I have ſeen that Face before! That 
may poſlibly be true, replied I, with an Air of Reſerve 
and Dignity which awed him, and I believe made him 

repent his Abruptneſs, for he hung down his Head and 

| ſpoke no more. I could not help however being terribly 
confuſed, which the Company taking as Reſentment | 

for his ill Manners, my Father, Mother, and Siſter 

thought they could never make ſufficient Apologies for 
him the Curate and his Neice alſo aſked Pardon 
for him, and I was obliged to proteſt I thought of it no 


more, before they could be eaſy. | 


All this took up ſo much Time, that the Bell-rung 


for Veſpers, on which I came away, the good Prieſt 
and his Neice would fain have engaged me to return 


after Prayers were over, and paſs the Evening, but I 
excuſed myſelf, pretending I had Letters to write, and 


could not poſſibly do myſelf that pleaſure. 


His Neice came the next Day to pay her Compli- 
ments, I received her with all imaginable Affability, 


but was very reſerved, ſo ſhe ſtayed but a ſhort Time. 
Soon after I invited her, and her Uncle to dine with 


me, and having paid that Debt, evaded any farther 


meetings 


z, ,,. rd ON 


W 


meetinge- 
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all my Behaviour made it evident I 
did not care | fas Company, and at length I was not im- 
portuned on that ſcore. 

If the fear of Diſcovery had not given me juſt Rea- 


ſon to avoid Company, the trouble I was in, would 
have made me deſirous of Solitude a Month was 


now paſt over ſince I left Paris, and 1 had received 


no Letter from the Marquis, and the various Appre- 


henſions that perplexed m2 on this ſcore, rendered me 


as unfit for Society as unwilling to come into it 
I was all in Tears one Morning, when my Mother 
came into my Chamber, to tell mea Man on Horſe- 


back aſked to ſpeak with me, but would not alight till 
he knew if I were at home and alone—————a ſudden 


Trembling, with a Pain mix'd with Pleaſure, ſeized me at 
hearing what ſhe aid I fancied he came from 
the young Marquis, and at the ſame Time dreaded 
left he were ſent by the Father of that dear Man 
Suſpence however was not to be borne it was 


proper I ſhould know the Meſſage, be it from either the 


one or other, ſo defired he ſhould be admitted, and 


then retired to a Cloſet I had next the Garden, that 1 


might hear what he had to ſay to me, without danger 
of having any other Witneſs of it. | 

As the Perſon entered, a ſpring of Joy came over my 
Heart, in hopes it was Dubois, from whom I knew TI 
might be certain of hearing a full Account of every 
thing, but when I ſaw it was not he, but a Man with 
a large Plaiſter on his Forehead, I turned away my 
Eyes, and received a Letter which he delivered to me, 
without taking any farther Notice, than to give him a 


| Crown, and bid him go and refreſh himſelf at the next 


Cabaret, adding, that I would ſend for him when 1 
had wrote, in caſe the Letter he brought required any 
Anſwer. : 
I then looked on the See and found it was 
in the CharaQter of my dear Marquis I then, im- 
patient for the Contents, broke it haſtily open, and to 
my renne Amazement, my 4 there was no more 


wrote 
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had any thing to ſay to me! 
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wrote on the Paper than one Line: The Words of which 
| were theſe ; . 


Deareſt Teanetta, 
The Courier will tell you all the Soul of your Adorer. 
Ex, = y | 


* 
* 


O Heavens . 1, what can this mean — 
why did he go, if he 


back, unable as I was to comprehend this My ſtery, 


when I ſaw him on his Krees before me——what do 


ſee ! then ſcreamed I out in a Tranſport of Joy, and 
throwing myſelf on the Neck cf this charming Courier, 


for it was no other than the Marquis himſelf, who thus 
_ diſguiſed, had been his own Meinen is it you 
my Lord ?- 


is it you? 1 could ſay no more 
ſo dear and fo unexpected a Sight overwhelmed 


me, and I was near ſwooning with Excels of Joy. 


D 


The Marquis was troubled that he had thus ſurprized 


me, and aſked my Pardon a thouſand and a thouſand 


Times; but alas! what Occaſion was there for doing 


ſo- the 'Þ ranſport well over paid the little Alarm 


I felt at its firſt too violent Emotion; I obliged him to 


ſit down, and made in my turn an endearing Apolcgy 
for not having known him. Indeed I could not forbear 


ſmiling at the Reception I gave him, eſpecially when 
he mentioned the grave Air with which I put the 
Crown into his Hand, and bid him go to a Cabaret, 
till I ſent Orders to him; we were very merry ſome time 


on this, after which I began to think he-might in good 
earneſt ſtand in need of {ome Refreſhment, ſo called to 


Barbara, to lay the Cloth. 


He was indeed ſo much weakened by his Wounds, 


that the Journey had fatigued him more than it would 


have done at an other Time, and he readily accepted of 


my W: while Breakſaſt was getting ready, we began 


to 


| 
| 
c 


9 
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to coniiier in what manner we ſhonld behave, fo as to 
give no oecaſion to any Diſcourſe to the prejudice of my 
Reputation ; and after various Projects it was agreed 
upon between us, that he ſhould paſs for my Brother. 
He told me all the Servants he had with him he had 
hired but that Day, and had not acquainted them 


either with his Name or Quality, ſo that knowing him 


only for an Officer juſt arrived from the Army, it was 

not in their power to make any Piſcovery, in caſe they 
ſhonld be queſtioned concerning him. I applauded his 
Prudence in this, alſo for wearing that large Patch on his 
Forehead, which altered him fo much, that there was 
no Danger of his being known by Perſons who had 


never ſeen him but once, when he came to wins þ me the 


Favour conferred on me by the King. 
My Suppoſition that the Patch was only worn for 


a Dilguiſe, kept me from aſking any Queſtions con- 


Cerning it, till at length remembering one of the Wounds 
he had received was on his Head; 1 aſked if it were en- 
tirely healed. No, anſwered he, my Surgeon, at my 
| leaving the Camp gave me Medicines, with which my 
d Servant dieſes it every Day, but aſſured me that all 
d the Danger that aroſe from it was over, and that in 
9 eight Days there would be nothing but the Scar remain- 
m ing. O Heaven! cried 1, irighted at what he ſaid, 
to why would you venture to ride Poſt before you were 
TY perſeRly recovered ? ſhould any ill Conſequence attend 
ar this Journey, what would become of the unfortunate 
en Feanetta, who has heen the innocent Occaſion of it ? 
he The Marquis took this Exclamation ſo kindly, that 
et, he catched both my Hands between his, and preſied 
me them to his Mouth, with ſuch an Eagerneſs as if he 
zod meant to devour them with his Kiftes, make yourſelf 
to ealy, my charming Feanelta, ſaid the dear Man, ard 
the ſoft Concern you expreſs for my Safety, will com- 
ads, pleat my Cure much ſooner than could be expected 
2uld Be aſſured, had 1 been deprived much longer of your So- 
d of ciety, I muſt have ſank under the burthen of my Grief 
gan and Im patience Dubois, Who r. ſaw that my 
o | 


"a | | Abſence 


propoſed my taking this Journey 
ride Poſt as you imagined, but came in my Chaiſe, 
which is very eaſy, and with my own Horſes, till I 
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Abſence from you was the chief Obſtacle to my Cure, 
Neither did I 


came within two Miles of the Village, and then came 
hither on one of thoſe belonging to my Men.———Yes, 
my deareſt Feanetta, continued he, I am convinced 


| how abſolutely neceſſary your Preſence is to my Re- 


covery by the Effect, the very Thought I was drawing 
nearer you have had upon my Wounds every 


Day] felt till more and more the Benefit, and if you 


permit me to remain in a Place where I may enjoy the 
Pleaſure of your Converſation, J am very certain you 
will ſhortly ſee a wonderful Experiment, how far the 


Contentment of the Mind, ſerves to render the Body in 
perfect eaſe——Conſent therefore, my Angel, added he, 
. that I may continue for a few Days at leaſt in this 


Village ; what J have ſuffered fince our parting, demands 


this Recompence, and I flatter myſelf you will not 
ie. „ e 


How could I indeed refuſe ſo ſmall a Requeſt, to ſo 


great a Paſſion! and at the ſame Time, what was ſo 


pleaſing to my own Inclinations— had I been leſs 
acquainted with the Honour of him who aſked it, I 
ſhould not have. ſo readily agreed, however my ſecret 
Wiſhes might have pleaded in his Behalf ; but 1 had ex- 


perienced his Moderation in a thouſand Inftances, and it 
muſt have been owing either to Injuſtice or Affectation 
had I ſeemed to ſuſpect it now, ſo that without making 


any Difficulty or Heſitation, you are determined to pre- 
tend yourſelf my Brother, anſwered I, and under that 


Name may ſtay here as long as you ſhall find it not 


| Inconvenient for my Part I have ſo perfect a Con- 
fidence, both in your Love and Virtue, that I joyfully 
agree to accept of the precious Moments you are ſo 
good to devote to me, and am perſuaded I never ſhall 
- have any Reajon. to repent it. 
O, there is not the leaſt room for doubt on this 
Occaſion, cried he, kiſhng my Hand a ſecond Time 
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due to you 


_ ftrange that NMelicourt ſent back m 
writing one ſingle Word to me, and I exprefied as much 
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— never can be capable of forgetting what is 
the Letter I wrote to you to thank 
you for the Money you ſent, ought to convince you 
how ſenſible I am of the Delicacy of your Sentiments 
and Behaviour- that Moment had I been able 1 


had flown hither to teſtify my Gratitude at your Feet, 


and not have truſted Þ vain Letters, which ſpeal the 


Mind but by halves, to aſſure you how entirely I was 


devoted to you. 


Hold my Lord, cried 5 interrupting him, no Ac» 
knowledpements to one who is fo infinitely your Debtor, 


but ſatisfye me, if you pleaſe, concerning a Letter which 


you fay you wrote, and I have never received. 


How! ſaid the Marquis, with a great deal of Emotien, 


did not Monſieur Melicourt ſend a Packet to you, wich 


a Picture, which I encloſed under a Cover to him, in 
order that the Place of your Abode might not be known, 


and ſent by a Servant of my own, who went Polt on pur- 


pole to deliver it to that Gentleman's Hand? 
That Servant then, replied I, has betrayed his Truſt, 


for I know Melicourt is too exact not to have forwarded | 
it, with all imaginable Expedition. What you tell me, 


cried the Marquis, both ſurprizes, and alarms me 
there 15 a Myſtery i in this Affair, which I cannot com- 
prehend [ remember indeed, that I thought it 


to the Fellow, but he readily told me, that the Gentle- 


man was juſt going a Journey, and was in haſte ;, but 
ſaid he would write to me by the Poſt at his return. 
Since which J have impatiently expected to hear from 
bim, and indeed through him from you ; but no Letter . 


arriving, the Diſappointment ſerved to haften my 
Journey. There is ſomething ſo extraordinary in 


this Buſineſs; continued he, after a Pauſe, that negiec- 
ting one Moment to arrildle it, may be of very il. 
the Servant whom I entruſted with 
this Letter belongs to me ſtill, and has now the Charge 


Conſequence 


of conducting my Baggage; I'll fend one of thoſe 1 


have here * to the Camp to bring him to me, 


my Servant, without 
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that I may force him to confeſs what he has done with | 
my Letter. 

I, who was no leſs alarmed than the Marquis, as in- 
deed our concern in this Affair was equal, approved of 


| his Deſign, and haſtened the execution of it. He went 


away directly, but ſoon returned, and told me he did not 
doubt, but that the Perſon he had ſent would make an 
extraordinary Diſpatch, in hope of ingratiating himſelf; 


on this I could not help aſking if his Favourite Dubois, 


had any way offended him, that he came not with him. 


Not in the leaſt, anſwered he, but as he has been in the 


Village, has talked to the Girls, and has a very re- 


markable Face, I was fearful he might be better re- 


membred than was conſiſtent with the Secrecy which our 


preſent Circumſtances require, ſo I left him with the 
Count De Saint Fal, who in his Confinement ſtands in 
need of ſo faithful a Servant. 


The Name of Monſieur De Saint Fal made me 


| bluſh, when I reflected how ungrateful I was to defer till 


now enquiring after ſo generous and noble a Friend 


I acknowledged my Sentiments on this Occaſion very 


frankly, to him who wholly taking up my Thovghts 
left no room for any Thing but himſelf; and he replied 
in a manner, both becoming the Lover and the Friend, 


and added, that he would ſhortly be at Liberty, an ex- 
change of Priſoners being agreed on. 


We dined together that Day, and to oblige me 1 
ceived he eat more heartily than could be expected from 
II forbore talking of any thing that 
I thought might give him Diſquiet, and always took 


care to interrupt him whenever he mentioned the old 


Marquis, and artfally turned the Converſation on ſome 
other Topick ; he ſmiled upon me from time to time, as [I 


would not ſuffer him to ſpeak, and his Looks methought 


tho' pale and languid, had ſomewhat Heavenly in them; 
and certainly nothing can have a greater Reſemblance of 
it on Farth, than where a bender Felon | is accompanied 


by a perfect Innocence. 


He was too dear to me for me not to ** every : 
that thing was neceſſary for the Re-eſtabliſhment of his | 
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we had no ſooner dined then I inſiſted on his going to 


lie down, and endeavour to take ſome repoſe, proteſting 


that 4 would not permit him to return till Suppet=-:ime, 
He earneſtly entreated I would ſuffer him to 


ſlay one Hour longer, but I was not to be prevailed on, 
and told him I would ſend my Maid to his Inn to be 


ſatisfied, if he complied with, what I required: 


_ Theſe little Regards charmed him to the Soul, and he 
declared at going out of my Chamber, that never till 
 now-had he known there were ſuch Joys in Life, 


When I was left alone, I indulged myſelf in the 


moſt agreeable Reflections, had it not been for the 
Letter, which muſt be either loſt or intercepted, my 


Happineſs might have been envied, but as I had already 


experienced ſo many ill Effects of Chance, it was na- 


tural for me to apprehend this Accident portended me 
no goon this Notion no ſooner gained Ground, 


than it diſſipated by degrees that Harmony which before 
ſeemed eſtabliſhed in my Mind———the impetuous 
love the old Marquis had for me, preſented a thouſand 
Dangers to my view, and ſhewed me, that I was ſtill. 


at a greater Diſtance from my wiſhed for Point, and 


with which I was fo ready to flatter myſelf. 


As I was buried in Meditation on all theſe Things, 
I heard a Coach and ſeveral Horſes itop at the Deor—= 


I preſently imagined that the old Marquis had diſcovered 


where I was, that he was come to ſurprize his Sou and 


me together, and ſeparate us eternally———1 fell into a 
fit of Trembling, and I know not how far the frightſul 


Idea I was then pollefſed of, might have tranipor ted me, 
if Barbara had not come haſtily in to acquaint me, that 
a very beautiful young Lady, and as fine as a Queen, 


was come to viſit me. I had not Time to think, who 


this unexpected Guell ſhould be, before Saint Agnes ap © 
'peared——] flew to her, and ſhe oy her affectionate 


Embraces, teſtifed I was no leſs dear to her, than when | 


we were together in the Convent. 


How happy am I, my dear Saiut Hence, ſaid I, to 
ſee you at Liberty, and that this Change in your Forture 


| Has made no > alteration 2 in your Sentiments towards me. 
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5 * 


4 
: 
: 
. 
: 
: 
IX 
> 4 
8 
179 
3 
x 
* 
. 
: 
1 
1 
11 
i 
= 
' 
} 
1 
14 
1 
- 
: 
$ 
7 
: 
3 
L 


Marquis De L-——/. 


PO EY 


2&6 De Virtuous Villager; or, 
i ſhould make an ill Uſe, anſwered that charming 
Woman, of the favours Heaven has beſtowed upon me, 


if J could be ungrateful to her, who put the firſt Hand 
to my obtaining them. After the firſt Tranſports were 


over, and we were feated, I deſired ſhe would inform me 
by what means ſhe had ſarmounted all the Obſtacles, 
which ſeemed to be thrown by adverſe Fortune, between 


mer and Happineſs 3 to which ſhe immediately yielded. 


Sequel of the Hiſtory of San AGNEs. 


] NDEED, my lovely Friend, faid ſhe, it is but 2 | 
* ſmall Time fince J deſpaired of ever being in the 


Situation I now am—in ſpite of all the Intereſt the 
Friends of Meliccurt could make, our Affair went ſlowly 


on, and when through the Remonſtrances of my Lord 


„ the Nuno ſeemed in- 


clined to favour us, ſome unlooked for Accident requiring 


his return to Rome, all was at a ſtand till a new one 
| this gave my Father 
time to employ ail his Friends to influence the Cardinal, 


ſhould be ſent in his- Place 


who was to ſucceed the other as Nuncio here, on his 
fide ; and this ſucceeded ſo well, that having been pre- 
Judiced by the Accounts ſent to him, my Huſband found 


him on his arrival no leſs our Enemy than my Father. 

I was all this Time kept in Ignorance of what 
was done, permitted to ſee none but who were ſent by 
my Parents, and even when there was moſt probability 
of the Deciſion being made in favour of me, told by the 


Superior and thoſe Nuns, who were gained by my Fa- 


ther, that I ought not to flatter my ſelf with ever living, 


in the World again, and all I ſhould gain by having 
ſtirred in the Affair, was, that when all was concluded 
1 ſhould be obliged to undergo a ſevere Diſcipline for my 
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as utterly abandoned both by Heaven and Earth 


| caurt 


in theſe terms: 
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little regard for theſe holy SO. I had once taken | 
upon me. | 


No Letters from Militeurt were now falltred i to come 
to my Hand, and for ſome Weeks I looked on myſelf 


J was but very rarely permitted to come. near the 
Grate, and if I did it was in Company with one who | 
they knew wou'd have a watchful Eye oyer me; it. 
was in one of thoſe Times, however, that a Woman 
was there offering Oranges to ſell, my Companion: 


3 ſome, but I who am no great admirer of that 


Sort of Fruit, could not a long Time be prevailed on to 


be a Cuſtomer ; at length moved by the poor Creature's 
| Intreaties, who ſaid ſhe had a number of Children, and: 
no way to maintain them, but the Profits of this little 
Merchandize, I at length drew near the Baſket, and 
being about to make Choice, the ſuppoſed. Fraiterer, 
under pretence of giving me one ſhe could recommend, 
pulled one from the bottom of the Baſket, and put it 


into my Hand, with ſo ſignifcant a Squeeze, that 1 pre- 
ſently found their was ſomewhat very extraordinaty in 
this Adventure: I concealed my Surprize, however, put 
the Orange into my Pocket, paid the Woman, who 


immediately went away, and I then retired to my Cell,. 


in order to diſcover if there was any thing ſupernatural 


in my Orange or not. 


On looking upon it a ſecond Time, I eaſily perceived | 


it had been cut, and the Rind cemented again, fo preſſing, 


it between my Hands, it preſently flew open, and 
diſcovered a Paper, which having unfolded, I ſaw with: 
no {mall Tranſport the Character of my dear Meli- 
that faithful Huang, Ls himſelf. 
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how great a Conſolation theſe few Lines afforded me; 
1 preſently wrote an Anſwer, wherein I laid open all 
my Soul to this worthy Huſband, and the Orange- 
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NETTA. 


7 O what Stratagems am TI oblig'd to have Recourſs, to 


let ou know, that yon have a Huſband, «<vho in ſpite 


„Fall the Difficulties that ſurround him, fill lives to 


adore you. ho thinks of nothing but 301 
ewifhes for nothing but you—————and fears nothing but 


that the many Diſappointments eur Affairs have met with, 


 ſould preſs too hard upon jour tender Nature — 


be comferted, my Angel, be comforted————] Hawe obtain'd 
a Letter from the Duie De E % the Nuncio, 
evhich I flatter myſeif avill have more Weight than all the 


Intereſt yonr inhuman Parents can make againſt us, ——— 
That Prelate gave me à favourable hearing, and ſeemd 
fell of Commiſtration,———] have his Commands to at- 
tend him in eight Days, and bring what Witneſſes I cen 
to atteſt both the Time and Place of our Marrigge———— 


if this comes ſafe io your Hand, as I hope it auill, the 
Bearer euho was my Nurſ?, and who I have placed near 
the Moneftery, ill from time to time bring you an Ac- 
ecunt of my Proceedings, and alſo let me know hoan you 


Lupport yourſelf under cur mutual Afiifions. Fare- 


abel, my only dear, belive me to be what am, and never 


can ceaſe to be 
Tear everlaſting Admirer, and 25 
FO moſt tenderly 4 Fectionate H Band, 
1 MeLIcGURT. 


Judge, beautiful Feanetta, continued Saint Agnes, 


Woman coming as I expected the next Day to tune 
Grate, I eatily found means to flip it into her Hand, 
his Communication pals'd undiſcovered, and 


arming, ever dear Mi- 
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think upon 


confirm'd the Tidings it contain'd : 

an Order was juſt arrived, that I ſhould not be ſuffer'd 

to come near the Grate any more 
even in my Food, and the Hours allow'd for Sleep, mo- 

|. derate as they were before; and, in fine, that whatever 
Might be looked upon either, as a Pleaſure or Conveni- 
ence denied me.— In fine, the Severity with which I was 
treated, had certainly no Precedent nor Parallel, and 
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0 received and ſent ſeveral Letters, all confirming that 


Aſſection we had vowed to each other the time 


now / paſt more agrecably with me than it had done, and 


Abſence loſt the greateſt Part of its Irkſomeneſs, by 
the Imagination that it was very near drawing to Period; 
but, alas! when I moſt flatter'd myſelf with my Wiſhes 
being accompliſh'd, I received News of all Melicourt's 
Endeavours being utterly defeated _————I will not 
repeat the Letter he wrote to me on that Occaſion 
it was full of Deſpair, which even now I ſhudder but to 
the Buſineſs of it was to acquaint me, 
that the Prince De whoſe Father had received 


| ſome ſignal Services FR mine, had in Return, took 
ſuch Part in the Affair, that the Nzzco found himſelf 
obliged to yield, and had decided in Favour of my Pa- 


rents. By this Decree I was not only to continue 
in the Monaſtery for Life ; but alſo to ſubmit to what- 


ever Penance the Church ſhould think my paſt Crimes 


demanded. Ah! cry'd I out, whatever is inflicted on 
me can be but of ſhort Duration, Death will ſoon deli- 
ver me from my cruel Perſecutors. I had ſcarce finiſh'd 
reading this fatal Letter, when the ſweet-temper'd Lin- 
damine came into my Cell, with Tears in her Eyes, and 
She told me 


be retrench'd 


muſt in good earneſt have put an End to my Days had | 
it continued but a very little longer. 


But it is the Will of Heaven, the more to ſhew us 


on what we ſhould alone depend, to raiſe or to abaſe us 
when we leaſt expect it. 
abandon'd to Deſpair, worn out with Grief and Hard- 
ſhip, -my Mind as well as Body veakned and depreſt, 
and waiting, nay, wiſhing for th: Moment of my Dif. 

| ſolution ; when a Chariot vnth my Mothers Woman in 


1 was now paſt all Hope, 
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to Malicourt before his Death.“ 
teiled to me ſhe had heard him ſay, and that in the midſt 


bles; 


made me forget all his Spa 


vunfeign'd Sorrow, and entreated his Forgiveneſs for any 
Action that had occaſion'd his Diſquiet. 
good, Minerta, replied he, with a feeble Voice, and aſs 


gent. 
tended at the Feet of the Bed, call in the Company, 
{aid he, that they may be Witneſs of what I Would 
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it, and attended by two Servants on Horſeback, came to 
tue Monallery, and having acquainted the Superior, 


t at my Father lay at the Point of Death, and could not 


expire till he had ſeen me, I was order'd to obey his 
Commands, and accordingly went into the Chariot.— 
So ſtrange a Turn could not but aſtoniſa me. I 
durſi not hope, yet had nothing to fear from it. c 
Mademoiſelle Pretigny, now cured of her fooliſh Paſſion 
for the Pilgrim, ſince the knew he was Nlelicourt and my 
Buſband, aſſured me that my Father was ſincerely 
grieved at his Ulage of me, and reſolved to re-unite me 
This ſhe pro- 


of his Agonies, he continually repeating my Name. 
Relays being order'd on the Road we ſoon arrived at 
t: 2 Cafe, my Mother met me on the Stair-Caie, and 
after affectionately embracing me, come, my dear Mi- 
nettta, {aid the, you are at the End of all your Trou- 
but mine are beginning —you are going to 
receive a dying Father's Bleſſing, I to loſe a Huſband 
in ſpeaking theſe Words ſhe led me into the 


e ee ee my Father lay ; Ithrew myſelf on my 


Enees by his Bedbde the Condition 1 found him in 


{ ſhed Tears of 


You are too 


that of me which 1 deſerve not to obtain from you 


I am now ſenfible J have greatly wrong'd you, and can- 


not reſign my Soul in Peace, till I have made Attone- 
Then turning to his Valet de Chamber, who at- 


have done. 
Immediately enter d Father 5. —his Confaliar, h 
two Phyſicians who attended Ely a Surgeon and a 


No tary Publick ; and when they approach'd near enough 


to hear his Words, before you all, ſaid, my Father, I 
acknowledge Minetta for my Jawful Daughter, and Co- 


heuets with her Siſter Madam De S———f 


my 
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0 | my whole Eſtate next I abſolve her, and hope the 
* ! Church will do the ſame, of the Vows I wickedly compel- 
e led her to take; knowing her to be at that ſame Time the 
S FB lawful Wife of Monſieur Melicourt; and laſtly, I entreat 

and require of you all who hear this my Acknowledg- 
ment, to publiſh it to the World; ſo as that ſhe may 
be at Liberty to purſue her Duty in her firſt and volun- 
tary Engagements, and neither ſhe nor her Huſband 
ſuffer any longer in being ſeparated from each other.—— 
Would Heaven have prolonged my Life to have ſeen all 
| this performed, I ſhould have died content but 
\ ſince that Bleſſing is denied me, permit me, however, to 
| depart with the Aſſurance of your fulfilling in every Ar- 
ticle of this my laſt Will. 


Th . % rf +1 fray { 


 __ 


ct 


My Mother knelt down firſt, then all the others, and 
laying their Hands on the holy Ritual, ſwore to fee all 
he had defired accompliſhed. I was all this time ſo 
_ confounded between Grief for my Father, and Grati- 
tude for this unlook'd for 'Tenderneſs, that I had not the 
power of Speech =I could only teſtify the Senſe I 
had of it by my Actions. I took his Hand which he 
held out to bleſs me, kiſſed it, and bath'd it in a Flood 
of Tears; but as foon as I was able to ſpeak, I poured 
out my whole Soul in the molt ardent Prayer to Hea- 
ven, that he might be reſtored to Health, and live to i 
ſee. what now he was ſo good as to permit. - 
Whether it were that the Force he had put upon him- : 
ſelf in ſpeaking ſo much, or that my Prayers had really 
any Efficacy, I know not, though I ſcarce dare flatter - 
myſelf with the latter; but in that Moment he ſell in- 
to a Sweat, which before, not all the Recipes given him 
could procure.—— The Phyſicians obſerving it, pre- 
ſently pronounced he would recover, which, indeed, he 
did in a miraculous Manner, being in three Days judged 
entirely out of Danger. 8 ; „ 
He imputed his Preſervation to my Prayers, and his 
own Repentance of his late Cruelty to me, and ex- 
preſſed the utmoſt Impatience to make me as happy as 1 
had been the reyerſe.—— He wrote a Recantation to 
the Nuncio of all he had alledged ; acquainted every 
. Ws NB | '”.. al 
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body with this Change in his Sentiments, and gave my 
Patient enduring what he had inflicted on me ſuch Eu- 
comiums, as I am in reality far from meriting. 


Having ſome Affairs to finiſh at Court, before the 
Ceremony of being re. united to Melicaurt can be com- 


pleated, he would needs take me with him; and we are 


now going to Verſailles, where by a Letter being ap- 
Prized of all that has paſſed, my Huſband is to meet us. 
Thus, my dear Friend, has Heaven at laſt granted my 
Prayers, and render'd me more happy by the Addition 
of my Parents 1 wn ever I could have Oy to 


Here the beautiful Saint Aznes gave over ehe 
and aſter having ſincerely congratulated her on her good 
Fortune, I aſked where her Father was, that I had not 
the Honour of ſeeing him: She to'd me that he was 
boblig'd to ſtop at the Houle of an old Friend, about half 
2 League diſtant from the Village; and that ſhe had 

| aſked his leave to take this Opportunity of ſeeing 
me more at leiſure; and alſo that Melicourt, hav- 
ing acquainted her with my late Adventures, and where 
I was retired, ſhe had prevailed on her Father to paſs 
through the Village of D =; though it was ſome- 
what out of their way to Verſailles, that ſhe might have 
the Pleaſure of communicating to me her good Fortune, 
in which ſhe knew I took ſo much Intereſt. 

I exprefied my Acknowledgments to her in the ten- 
dereſt Manner, and having at her own Requeſt, enter- 
tained her with all the Pai ticulars of what had befallen 
me, ſince we laſt ſaw each other, of which, ſhe ſaid, Me- 
court had given her but an imperfe&t Account, is it 
poſſible, cry'd ſhe, that at your tender Years, you have 
had Fortitude enough to ſupport under ſo many Diſap- 
pointments? You have reaſon to hope you are now near 
the End of your Troubles, and that you will one Day 
| be as happy, as you have hitherto been unfortunate. 
My Example may ſerve to convince yon, that 
Patience and a due Confidence in Heaven ſurmounts the 
greateſt Diffcalties. 1 
x As 


. 


Concerning her, you ſhall not be a Stranger to. 
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As much, however, as we were taken up with our 
own Affairs, neither of us forgot the beautiſul Linda- 


mine; my lovely Friend gave me ſuch an Account of her 


Piety, as perfectly charm'd me, and made me wiſh 1 


could bring n yſelf to the ſame happy way of thinking; 
and at once reſolve to quit a buſy buſtling World, where 


nothing but Vexations ſeem'd to ſpring one out of ano- 
ther, and continually diſtract the Mind attach'd to it. 
She told me alſo that Belixay, by the Divine Aſſiſtance, 


had truly repented his former Extravagancies, and fol- 


lowing the Example of his Miſtreſs, was become a Car- 


thufian ; ſince that time, added Saint AZmnes, Linda mine 


has been perfectly happy; her Days have paſt over with 

an uninterrupted Tranquility, and never did Spirit of 

Devotion, appear in any one with greater Beauty 
and Sweetneſs. 


Every one in the Monaſtery ad- 
mires her, and fortunate do thoſe account themſelves, 


who can boaſt of being among the Number of thoſe ſne 
favours with her Friendſhip .I own that the loſs 
of her Society will be always regretted by me, even in 


the midſt of that Happineſs I am going to enjoy, nor 
| ſhall Melicourt refuſe me the Pleaſure of taking a Jour- 


ney ſometimes to viſit her. | 
I joined with her in teſtifying my Regard for that wor- 


thy Nun; but, added I, ſmiling, I fancy Mademoiſelle 
De Renneville is not among the Number of thoſe who 


are edified- by her Example; if I miſtake not, you pro- 


miſed, that if ever we were happy enough to meet, 
| you would inform me ſomething of that wild giddy 
Creature. 5 e : | 


I proteſt, replied, Saint Agnes, the thought of her 


was wholly ſwallowed up in more deſerving Contem- 


Plations ; but what I have come to the knowledge of 
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The H. fry of Mademoiſell: DE REN- 


n 


0 U remember, my dear, ſaid my beds Friend, 
that this young Lady being deſcended of a Family 
' which had leſs Wealth than Titles to boaſt of, ſhe was 


condemn'd to a Monaſtick Life, to prevent her marry- 


Ing beneath the Dignity of her Birth. You know alſo 
that ſeigning herſelf contented with her Lot, and appear- 
ing always chearful, ſhe had greater Liberties allowed her, 
than was. conſiſtent with the Policy of the Place to per- 


mit to thoſe, whoſe Melancholy render'd them more lia- 


ble to Suſpicion gay and thoughtleſs as ſhe ſcem'd, 
however, all her Thoughts were bent. on making her 5 
Eſcape; ; it was not that ſhe was in love with any one par- 


ticular Man, that made a Convent ſo diſagreeable; but 
ſhe hated Confinement, and whoever had made his Ad- 


dreſſes to her on the Score of Marriage, would have 
been well received, becauſe ſhe wiſh'd for nothing but 
to live in the Wo:rld, -As ſhe aim'd, therefore, 


to attract ſome Admirer, whenever ſhe was at the Grate, 


and any Gentlemen in the Parlour, as you know there 


fequently are, to viſit the Nuns, ſhe exerted all 
her Wit, and made vifible every Charm that ſhe thought 


might gain a Conqueſi— her Defires at laſt were 


crowned with Succeſs ; a young Nawvarrinan, who had a 


Siſter in the Convent, was captivated ; he made his Ad- 


dreſſes, his Siſter knowing the Family of Mademoiſelle 


De Rennewville, imagined that if ſhe were once married, 
they could not refuſe giving her a Dowry ; and as he. | 
was not a profeſt Nun, thought ſhe commited no Sa- 


crilege, in forwarding her Eſcape. 


De 


De Rennewille having conſeſt to this young Lady, that 
ſhe did not diſapprove the Paſſion Monſieur De Bonwille, 
for ſo he was call'd, had for her, they contrived a 
Scheme between them, which had its deſired Effect. 
One Morning as we were altogether in the Chapel, 
Mademoiſelle De Rennewille pretended to be ſeized with 
a ſudden Diſorder in her Head- 
of Delirium at firſt, and then fell into ſuch violent Fits 
as frighted all the Convent proper Remedies 
were applied, but to no Purpoſe; and, indeed, ſhe ſo 
admirably counterfeited, that it was impoſſible for any 
one who ſaw her, not to believe real what ſhe ſeemed to 
ſuffer for my Part, though I never had what 
might be juſlly termed a Friendſhip for her, on the 
Account of the vait Difference of our Humours, yet I. 
| fincerely pitied her, and prayed for her Recovery; as 
did alſo the pious Lindamine, who, though fo well 
ſcill'd in Phyſick, was as much deceived as myſelf. 
Her Diſorders ſtill encreaſing according to all Ap» 
pearar.ce, Madam the Superior thought proper to ac- 


quaint her Parents with it; a Phyſician who had at- 


tended the Family, and was perfectly acquainted with 
the young Lady's Conſtitution, was ſent to viſit her; far 


from finding out the Fallacy, he pronounced her Con- 


dition to be extremely bad, and returned to acquaint 


Monſieur De Renncvi/le her Father, that there muit be 


a Conſultation, for in a Diſorder ſuch as hers was, he 
would not preſume to preſcribe any thing of himſelf. 
This was all our young Projectors wanted: Monſieur | 
De Bonwille aſſumed the Phyſician, and being habited as 
ſuch, and accompanied by a grave old Matron, who he 
told the Abbeſs had been De Rennewille's Nurſe, and 
was deſired now by her Mother to remain with her till the 
Danger was over, they both had Admittance to the ſup- 
poſed fick Perſon: The pretended Doctor brought Let- 
ters of Credence with him, which were forged for that 
Purpoſe, and ſign'd by the Names of both De Rennewille's 
Parents, fo that there was not the: leaſt Suſpicion of any 
| Deceit i in the Affair. 


He 
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ſhe affected a kind 
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He viſited her twice a Day to give every thing the better 
Gloſs, and the old We man ſtaid in the Convent, waiting 


a fit Time to put their Deſign in Execution. One Even- 
| ng when we were all at Veſpers, except the Portreſs 


and one Lay-Siſter, De Renneville changed Cloaths with 
the Nurſe, and taking a Baſket in her Hands, as if go- 
ing to bring in ſomething neceſſary for the ſick Perſon, 
paſſed the Gates without Suſpicion, and got ſafely to 


her Lover's Arms, who waited at the End of the Village 
With a Chaiſe and Six ready to receive her; as for the 
| ſuppoſed Nurſe, who had been a Dependant on the Siſter 


of Bonwille, ſhe quitted the Convent with the ſame Fa- 


_ Cility ſoon after; for being accuſtomed to go often in 

and out, the Portreſs had forgot that the Perſon ſhe before 
let paſs had not return'd. In fine, nothing of this Mat-' 
ter was diſcovered till next Morning, when ſome of the 


Nuns going in to vifit De Rennewille, and finding the 
Bed empty, immediately fill'd the Convent with their 


_ Cries. 


The Superior was no ſooner inform'd, than ſhe ſent to 


the Magiſtrates that diligent Search might be made after 
the Fugitive; but all who were employed in it return'd 


without Succeſs, and as we afterwards heard, thoſe they 


; ſought for were married at a Neighbouring Town, ſome 


Hours before De Renneville was miſſing. Before her 
Departure ſhe left a Letter for the Abbeſs upon a Table: 
It contained, as near as I can remember, theſe Lines. 


To Madam— = Abbeſs of the Convent of 
Auguſtine's 47 | . 

Madam, 2 EL. 
| 4s T aba, only compelPd to conform myſelf to Rules, no 


*** evay agreeable to my Inclination, I do not think my 
breaking threugh them the firſt Opportunity that offered, 


fands in any need of an Apology, and, therefore, give you 


the trouble of this, for no other Reaſon than to ſpare you 
the Pains of any fruitleſs Search after me: TI ſhall very 
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foon diſpoſe of myſelf, ſo as to transfer all power over me, 


to one who will know how te defend his Right; and think 


that I leſs offend Heaven, by anſwering the End of my 


Creation, than by continuing if a Life, to which I have 
no manner of Vocation. | | | 


Jam not inſenſible of the Lenity with which I have 


| been treated, while I was under your Care, nor the ma 


kind Offices I have received from the good Siſters I leave 
behind me. May you, and them be ever happy in the 


Lot you chuſe, and according to the Charity you profeſs, 
pas dun the Errors of, — ths 


Your moſt obliged Serwant, 


DE Renxevirtte, 


It was ſome Weeks before the Parents of this Lady 
could be brought to hear of a Reconciliation, nor, per. 
haaps, had ſo ſoon conſented, had not one of her Siſters 
died; to whoſe Dowry, there being no Exceptions to the 
Huſband ſhe had made Choice of, ſhe was at laſt per- 


mitted to ſucceed. Thus, added Saint Agnes, ſhe has 


fulfilled what ſhe uſed to tell us her Dreams foretold ; 
and may, perhaps, be more happy than thoſe of a more 


delicate manner of thinking, a refined Paſſion being not 
always the ſureſt Road to "tranquility, I. 


We were moralizing a little on the Temper and Behe- 


viour of the Perſon, whole Story Saint Hanes had been 


relating, when her Father arrived; I received him in a 


manner becoming his Rank, and the Friendſhip I had 


for his charming Daughter, nor was he leſs polite in 
the Compliments he made me.————Mizetta, ſaid he, 


| Has leſs reaſon than I imagin'd to regret her Confinement 
in the Monaſtery, ſince by it ſhe obtain'd the Friend- 


ſhip of fo amiable a Perfon as Mademoiſelle Teanctta'; 


and as I then intended only to puniſh her, ought firſt to 


have inform'd myſelf, if there was not a Lady whoſe 


Society would render any Place agreeable ;- but 
T2 TRY Heaven, 


290 The Virtuous Villager ;. or, 


Heaven, continued he, was of her ſide, and turn'd every: 
thing I dehgn'd for Chaſtiſement into Bleſſings. 2 
le ſaid many other gallant things, and in the ſhort 
time he itaid, which did not exceed half an Hour, diſ- 
covered enough for me to ſee, he was not only one of 
the beſt bred Men, but alſo one of the moſt Senſe. and 
Penetration, except the old Marquis De L——/. 
J had ever ſeen. | 
I lamented my want of Convenience to entertain him 
as I wiſd; but he aſſured me, that were there never ſo 
good Accommodations in the Village for his Retinue, he 
could not poſſibly continue there; Buſineis of the moſt 
urgent Nature calling him with all Expedition to Court, 
which till J have concluded, ſaid he, my Daughter 8 
Happineſs cannot be compleated. 
This was a ſufficient Reaſon for me not to preſs him 
to flay the Lady and I parted with mutual Pro- 
teſtations of an eternal Friendſhip, and Promiſes of com- 
municating all that befel either of us, worthy the Know- 
ledge of the other, —P- Monſieur De———aſked me 
if I had any Commands for Verſailles; but I entreated 


2 5 


he would not mention me there on any Account; and 


told him it was of the utmoſt Conſequence to my Peace, 
not to be remembred there: On which both he and his 
Daughter aſſured me I might depend upon their Secrecy. 
They had left me but a few Moments bef-re the Mar- 

quis came; he had now thrown off his Courier's Habit, 
and would have appeared perie&ly amiable, but for the 
Patch on his Forehead, which he wore to prevent being 
known, much larger than he need to have done on the 
Account of his Wound. He expreſs'd the Tenderneſs 
he had for me, in the moſt paſſionate Terms that the 
Heart could diate or the T ongue pronounce, and diſ- 
covered an Impatience of being onited to me forever, with _ 

greater Ardency than TI had ever obſerved in him before. 
« My Father's Paſſion for you, ſaid he, is a Dif- 
ficulty that ſeems almoſt invincible -which way, 
O! moſt adorable Feanetta, ſhall we attempt to con- 
er iI could almoſt wiſh you were leſs beauti- 
ful, lince your Charms dave had ſo e an Influ- 
ence 
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ence on him. How ſhall T mention you to him, 
and entreat a Completion of a Felicity for myſelf, which 
mult involve him in endieſs Deſpair..————Before he 
loved you, he could only blame my Irdiſcretion as he 
term'd it; but now he is become my Rival, will he not 
expect as his Son, I {hould recede to him ?— Ah! 
IJcaucita . Trcartta! there is no way to ſhun che 
Duangers 1 apprehend, and ſave our mutual Tendernels, 


now on the Brink of being everlaſtingly overwhelm'd by 


unrelenting Power. 


Though I calily gueſs'd what way it was he hinted at, . 


and was far from approving it, I made no Reply, be- 
cauſe, indced, I could find no Words immediately which J 
thought proper to form a Denial to a Lover who delerwd 
ſo greatly of me; I was ſtudying what to ſay, when he 
taking my Silence as a favourable Omen to what he had 


to propoſe ; yes, charming Feanetta, reſumed he, the 


only Expedient that can cut off at once all my Father's 


Hopes and ExpeRations is for us to be privately mar- 


ried. Women, continued he, of the firſt Rank 


have had Recourſe to it, and we may be above all o- 


thers excuſed when ſo ſtrong a Neceſſity leaves us no. : 
Other means to avoid the ſure Deſtruction, of all we 


would preſerve in Life I will, therefore, contrive 


it fo a hold, my dear Marquis, cry'd I, inter: 


rupting him, as we have begun, and for ſo long a courſe 
of Time, had the ſtricteſt Rules of Honour and Decency 
as Guides to Youth and Paſſion, let us not now ſwerve 


from thoſe faithful Directors; nor by one raſh Action 
tarniſh the Glory of our former Conduct. — Clan- 


deſtine Marriages can never be approved either by Hea- 


ven or Earth. | 


Doubt you my Honour then, cry'd the Marquis with 


ſome Vehemence do you believe me capable of 
deceiving you, or that the Vows I ſhould make to you 
in the Preſence of one Prieſt, would be leſs binding than 
before a thouſand Witneſſes ?!\——Are you ſo. little ac- 
quainted with me, as to ſuſpe& I ever can abjure what 
now I io ardent]y deſite ? | RIS 
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No, my Lord, anſwer'd I, my Heart needs no 
Vouchers for your Sincerity, your Love, your Conſtan-— 


ey but yet to agree to the Propoſal you do me 


the Honour to make, would deprive me of that interior 
Peace, I have ever enjoy'd in the greateſt of my Mis- 
fortune hat cannot the Authority of a Father, 
ſuch as the Marquis De.L VI effect? 1 


might we not, when moſt we thought ourſelves ſecure, 


be torn from each other's Arms like Meliceurt and Minet- 


ta, or if it ſhould not happen ſo, mult I not live in the 


_ continual dread of it ?-— The Happineſs of being 
yours, is too precious to be blended with Tears, fright- _ 


ful Apprehenſions, and Uncertainty of preſerving it. 
What ever happens, added I, preſſing his Hand, 


0 you will be ever dear to me; and if I am fo unfortu- 
nate as to be ſeparated from you, I ſhall at leaſt have 
the Conſolation of having contributed nothing to my 


own Wretchedneſs. 


The Marquis ſetch'd ſeveral deep Sighs while I was 
ſpeaking ; but, as his Reaſon could not but convince 
him I was in the right, he told me he would inſiſt no far- 


ther on a thing to which I ſeem'd ſo averſe. I thank'd 


him for this Proof of his Complaiſance, and ſhewed the 
Senſe I had of it, by all the innocent Careſſes poſſible. I 


muſt have Patience then, cry'd he, charm'd with my 
endearing Behaviour. I will wait, my lovely 


Feanetta, provided you reſerve for me that Heart on 
Which all my Happineſs depends, and alſo keep your 
dear Perſon ſo well concealed that it be not forced from 
_ me—'tis poſſible that Time and Abſence may abate 


my Father's Paſſion for you, and he no longer oppoſe my 


| Defires ;———but if thoſe Hopes prove vain, I want 
but three Months of being at Age, and then the Law 


makes me my own Maſter, and I may diſpoſe of my 
Hand as Reaſon and Inclination joined in one, com- 


Ah, my Lord! cry*d 1, you ſay this, but to make 


tryal of me have too high an Idea of your Vir- 
tue, to believe you will have recourſe to Methods, too 


frequently, indeed, made uſe of; but ſuch as deſtroys all 


- Duty 
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Duty and Gratitude to Parents. Rather let the 
unhappy Feanetta drag on her loneſome Days in an 
eternal Paniſhment from all that's dear to her, than ſuf- 
fer the juſtly valued Object of her Soul to come to ſuch 
Extremities. - — No, continued I, never will I 
yield to any thing that ſhould make you become a Cri- 


minal——win over a Father, who merits all your 


Efteem, and who is only cruel in oppoſing an Inclina- 


tion he has many Reaſons to diſapprove, and by a long 


and uninterrupted Series of Obedience deſerve he ſhould 
at laſt conſent to your Defires———theſe are the only 


Means I approve of, for engaging the Compliance of a a 


Parent, all others are highly blameable, and inconſiſ- 
tent with the Dictates of Nature as well as Reli- 
gion. . Fl in. 


= I utter'd this with an uncommon firmneſs of Voice 
and Deportmeat, the Marquis look'd at me with Aſto- 
niſhment, and when I had ended; charming Creature! 


cry'd he, is it poſſible that to the moſt Angelick Form, 


there ſhould be joined ſuch Wit, ſuch Prudence, ſuch 


an Underſtanding, and above all ſuch a Dignity of Sen- 
timents, which though oppoſite to my Deſigns, fill me 


with the extremeſt Reverence———you are not to be 
loved as Woman, but adored as ſomething D.vine.— 
O! all my Hopes are vain, my Father muſt have ob- 
ſerved this in you as well as I, and never can be pre- 
vail'd upon to relinquiſh ſuch a Treaſure, even though 


it coſts him the Life of an only Son ! 


This Exclamation ſoothed my Vanity too much 
J would not ſuffer him to proceed, but entreated him to 
forbear, and proteſted to him 1 had no Ambition, but to 


acquit myſelf of the Duty I owed to Heaven, and 
to pleaſe him, and deſerve the Continuance of his Love. 

The Marquis, after kiſſing my Hand with a mixture 
of Paſſion and Reſpect, was going to make ſome Reply, 
when the Valet de Chamber, whom he had ſent to the 


Camp, came haſtily into the Room, his Maſter expreſt 
the utmoſt Surprize, at ſeeing him return, and afked 
him haſtily what had prevented his proſecuting the 


Journey he had ordered him to undertake, What 1 
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endure to be ſeparated again ſo ſuddenly 
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bave to inform your Lordſhip, replied he, will make 


you ſenſible it was needleſs happening to call at an 
Inn about ten Miles diſtant from this Place, I ſaw the 


Servant your Lordſhip ſent me to, talking with the 


Man of the Houſe: He no ſooner perceived me, than he 


took immediate Flight, I purſued him, with all imagi- 
nable Speed, till he took ſhelter in a Weod, where 


Judging it impoſſible to find him, I returned tothe Houſe, 


hoping to inform myſelf on what Buſineſs he came 


there ; and was told that he had not arrived above ten 


Minutes before I came, and had enquired if a Chaiſe 


attended by three Servants had paſs'd that way. This 
was enough to make me know, that he is endeayour- 
ing to diſcover which way your Lordſhip took, ſa 
thought I could do no better than to return and acquaint 


you with it. 


The Marquis on hearing this no longer doubted but 
that he was betrayed, that his Father was in Poſſeſſion 


of his Letter, and alſo acquainted with his Journey. It 


was eaſy alſo to ſee, that this Traitor of a Servant was 


order'd to find out to what Place he was gone, as the 


ſureſt means of diſcovering where I lay conceal'd. 
Alter ſome Reflections on this perplexing Affair, the 


Queſtion was how to behave, as it was not to be doubted 
but the old Marquis would have the Purſuit continued, there 
was little Probability his Son could long eſcape it; ſo 
that we both agreed it was highly neceſſary for him to 
depart ;————but this, a'as, was more eaſily reſolved 


than executed we had been too long abſent to 
| we talk'd 


of it that whole Evening the ſame the next Morn- 


ing when he came to me again——-that whole Day 
Pais'd over, a ſecond, and a third alſo were taken up in 


tender Adieus, yet {till he did not go.————The 


Evening before that, in which he was determined to 
quit the Village, we went to enjoy the Benefit of the 


Air, after the Heat of the Day was over, in a little 


Wood about half a Mile from our Houſe : Nature never 
formed a more delightful Place than this, a fine Stream 


Lan through the midſt of it, near which there were 
8 5 | | ſeveral. 


oy 


* 3 Oh 


Virgin's Victory, 2286 


ſeveral Groves io thick, and the Trees ſo well ranged, 


that they defended equally from the Sun and Rain, or 
N 


any other Annoyance from the Firmamen 
thouſand Nightingales perched upon the Boughs, and 
regaled the Ear with their melodious Note 


every thing was raviſhing about us, and inſpired Love 


and Tenderneſs it was here we gave and received 


all the Proofs of mutual Love that Virtue could deſire, 
or Innocence beltow————we were in this pleaſing 


Entertainment when we heard the trampling of a Horſe 


pretty near us, and preſently after heard a Man enquire 
the Road to the Village of D „ and how far 


off it was, At firſt we thought he had been ſpeaking 
to ſome Perſon he had met with on the Road; but on 
his calling out, and repeating the fame Queſtions, with- 


out any Anſwer being given him; alas! faid the Mar- 


quis, this is ſome ſome Stranger who has loſt his way, 


and finds no body to direct him and preſently Repp'd 


forward; and told the Man which way he ſhould go. 
The Stranger ſeem'd overjoyed, and having thank'd him, 
aſked him if he were of the Village? Yes, replied the Mar- 


quis in a feign'd Voice, who now had nis own Reaſons foe * 


this Deception. Then, ſaid the other, did not an Offi- 


cer of Diſtinction come here three or four Days ago in 
a Chaiſe, attended by three Servants? If you can inform 
me whether he continues here, or if gone, which Road 


he took, I will reward you handſomely.- You are 


very lucky, anſwered the Marquis, to meet with me, 


becauſe no-body could have given you ſo good an Intelli- 


* 


gence.— The Perſon you mean lodges at my Houle, 


Is he not a tall young Man with black Eyes, wears a 
large Patch over half his Forehead, and has long curled 


Hair? — You are right, ſaid the Man, and pray 
what does he pretend is his Buſineſs here. Nay, as to 


that, replied my Lover, it is none of my Buſineſs to 


aſk any Queſtions ; but there is a very pretty young Wo 
man, that they ſay, has brought him down here. — T 


tell you the Truth, added he, lowering his Voice, and 
drawing nearer, they are together now in this Wood — 


1 have been liſtening to their Converſation, and if you 


have 
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cept one of your Letters. 
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have any Curioſity, you need only alight, and folloyy 


me to be convinced. 


I knew very well by all that had been ſaid, that this 
was no other than the unfaithful Servant, who had given 
us ſo much Concern, and was terriſied beyond Meaſure, 


leſt the Marquis in the firſt Emotions of his Rage ſhould 


diſpatch the Wretch; who immediately diſmounting on 


what his Maſter ſaid, he ſeized him by the Throat, and 
no longer diſguiſing his Voice, I have you, Villain, 
cry'd he, and at the ſame time drew his Sword, confeſs 
or die this Inſtant. II ſcreamed out at theſe Words, 
fear nothing, Madam, continued the Marquis, and than 
turning to the Man, own the Truth, ſaid he, and 1, 


perhaps, may pardon what you have done againſt me. 


The Traitor finding who it was that ſpoke to him, 


ſeem'd quite thunderſtruck, and fell at his Feet begging 
he would ſpare his Life: Speak then, continued the 
Marquis, I promiſe to forgive you if you conceal no- 
thing of what you have done againſt me; but if you a- 
gain deceive me expect no Mercy. The Servant who 


knew very well he might depend upon his Maſter's 
Word, inform'd him, that he was drawn in, and cor- 


rupted by the old Marquis's Gentlemen, —W hat For /an, 
cry'd the Marquis? *Tis falſe — my Father has diſ- 


charged him his Service, —It was in order to make his 
Peace again, replied the Man, that as ſoon as he heard 


Madam De Roches had left Paris, he bethought him, 
knowing his Lord's Paſſion for her, of uſing all his En- 
deavours to find out the Place of her Retreat He 


was certain, he ſaid, that there was a Correſpondence 


between your Lordſhip and the Lady, and could not fail 


of diſcovering where ſhe was, provided he could inter- 


On this Project he came to the Camp in a very private 
manner, and unfortunately pitch'd upon me as his In- 
ſtrument in the Affair. Not only becauſe I am his 
Countryman, and was alſo formerly his Servant; but 
alſo becauſe it was through his Recommendations, I 


obtain'd the Honour of being in my Lord's Family. Af- 
ter calling all this to my Remembrance, he told me 
4 ER what] 


Virgin's Viclory. 
what had happened to him, and that if I would aſſiſt him in 
the Execution of a Scheme he had form'd for getting his 


Pardon, and at the ſame time being reveng'd on the 
Lady, who had occaſion'd his Diſgrace, he would not 


_only give me an immediate Recompence, but alſo make 


my future Fortune. He found me, alas! but too much 
diſpoled to come into his Meaſures, and acquainted me 


with his Contrivance ; which was to keep always as near 


your Perſon as poſſible, to be more aſſiduous and diligent 


about you than any other of the Servants; to the end I 
might gain ſome ſhare in your Confidence, and when 

you wrote any Letters to be entruſted with them, which 
inſtead of delivering according to your Orders, I was to 
put immediately into his Hands. „„ 


I obeyed all the Injunctions he gave me but too well: 


And when your Lordſhip commanded me to go to Paris, 


went no farther than a ſmall Town not five Miles from 


the Camp, where he lay concealed expecting to hear 
from me.— 


read the Letter you had entruſted me with this is 


He was tranſported with Joy when he 


all I wiſt'd, cry'd he, I am now certain of retrieving 


my Lord's Favour, and, perhaps, a greater Portion of 
it than ever. He was not deceived in this Hope, we 
went together to Verſaillus, where the old Marquis then 
was, and he had no ſooner wrote to him, that he was 
arrived and had News of Madam De Roches to impart, 
than he had Admittance and was reſtored to his Place; it 
Was reſolved I ſhould return to your Lordſhip with the 
Anſwer I brought, and continue to intercept your Letters, 
in order to diſcover where the Lady was, which you 


did not mention in the Packet you ſent by me. 
But your ſudden Departure from the Army diſcon- 


certed all the Meaſures that had been agreed upon, eſ- 


ſpecially, as your Lordſhip did not take me with you ; 


all I could do was to acquaint Monſieur Forſan with it, and 


what Road the Equipage, with which I was left, was to 


take. The next Day after we ſet out, a Footman be- 


longing to the old Marquis met me, with a Letter from 


Monſieur For ſan, ordering me to quit the Baggage, and 


endeavour by all the Means I could to diſcover what 
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Road you had taken; with a Promiſe that if I could 
find out Madam De Roches by it, he would provide for 


me in the hard{»meſt manner all the Days of my Lite. 


This, my Lord, was the Inducement of purſu- 


ing you with ſo much Diligence, and of my flying 
| When accidentally met by your Valet de Chamber. I 


donbted not but you had diſcovered my Infidelity, and 


knowing myſelf loſt with you, renewed my Enquiries 
more zealouily than ever. 
Village to eſcape me, berween the Tg and this, where 
your Lordſhip has ſurprized me; 
puniſſi my Perfidy has render'd all my Hopes fruſtrate. 


Il am in your Lordſhip's power- 


-I ſuffer'd no Town ner 


but Heaven. to 


diſpoſe of 


me as you pleaſe ; but I hope you wall ew, Mercy to a 
poor Wretch, who has ſuffered himſelf to be corrupted by 


fine Promiſes and Hopes of a Settlement for Life; and 
who beſides all this, was really informed, that what they 
wanted me to do was wholly for your good, and to 
break off an Affair, which Monſieur Forſan ſwore to 
me, would ſooner or later end in your Deſtruction, and 


which the old Marquis was determined to prevent, - if poſ- 


lible, at any Rate. 
The Fellow ended theſe Words, with throwmig him- 


elf a ſecond time at his Maſter's Fee:, and wept ſo bit- 


terly, that I could not forbear interceding in his Be- 
| I will keep my Word with him, Madam, 
ſaid the Marquis, and ſpare his Life, with this Proviſo, 
that he never more comes into my Sight.— Pru- 


' dence, however, obliges me to ſecure him will I am got 


* e 2 EL 8 


Home again, and you are diſpoſed of in ſome other | 


Place, to prevent any farther Effects of his 1 reachery. 
Ah, my Lord, cry'd the Man, I ſwear by all that is 


holy, that if your Lordſhip vouchſafes to give me your 


Pardon, Iwill make no other Uſe of it, than to repair 


the Fault I have committed. 
There was ſomewhat in his 8 that had ſo 


much the Air of a true Penitent, that it moved me 
very much, and I pleaded for lm with all the Earneſt- 
neis I was able the Marquis pauſed a little after I 


OE: done . 3 but when he had well weigh'd the 
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this, ſaid he, is the only Re- 
queſt in which J either can, or ought to refuſe you——- 
to put it in the Power of a Perſon who has once be- 


trayed my Confidence, to deceive me a ſecond time, is 
being a worſe Enemy to myſelf than he can potlibly be, 
and is what I have laid down as a Maxim never to be 


guilty of; — but to ſhew you how ready I am to comply 


as far as is conſiſtent with Diſcretion, though I cannot 
ſuffer him about myſelf, I will be no hindrance to his 


being provided for with another Maſter. - Take 
then my Pardon, continued he, and with it ſomething 


to ſupport your Expences, till you get into Service. 


With theſe Words he gave him four Lewis D'Ors; and 
added, his Thanks were due to me, whom he deſign'd 


ſo cruelly to injure. Aſter this the Fellow retired full 
of Grief, and I believe unfeign'd Repentance ; and we 
return'd Home maj! ung various Reflections on this Ad- 


venture. 


The next Day the Marquis forced himſelf, . to 
the Reſolution he had taken, to quit the Village of 
5 how difficult both of us found it to part, 
would be a Taſk for the moſt ſivent Pen to paint—all the 
Courage, all the Fortitude 1 could call to my Aſſiſtance, 
was ſcarce ſufficient to enable me to ſupport the Grief, -- 
Remember, 
faid 1, embracing him with the utmoſt Tenderneſs, re- 


Alas! 


with which JI was overwhelm'd. 


member on your Fidelity depends my Fate. 
replied he, is it poſſible for me to live without adoring 
you ! —-great as our Diſappointments are 


' invincible as the Bars between our mutual Wiſhes ſeem, 
there is a Pleaſure even in ſuffering for you, beyond 
what all the World without it could beſtow.- 
abſenr from you I both fee and hear you, your dear Idea 


is ſo ſtrong upon my Faculties, that J converſe with you 
as when preſent. 


O! love me with the ſame Fer- 


your, and we neither of us can be traly unhappy. 

It would be tco tedious to repeat the hundredth Part of 
the ſoft endearing Expreſſions we made uſe of to each 
other; fo I ſhall only ſay, that inſtead of going in the 


Morning as he intended, they took up ſo much time 
Vo L, II. 9 | that 
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Tears and Lamentations— 


der, and ſo unfortunate a Paſſion ? 
to meet without our Felicity being bred with the 


Perhaps, when I leaſt expect him he may appear 
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that it was near five in the Evening before we ſeparated 


at laſt he threw himſelf into his Chaiſe, and 
gave me ſo tender an Adieu with his Ey es, that mine 
guſh'd forth a Flood of Tears in ſpite of my Endeavours 
to reſtrain them. The Country People, who were ga- 
ther'd about the Chaiſe, as every thing ſurprizes in a Vil- 


lage, were Witneſſes of our Parting, and I could hear 


them ſay, this is being like Brothers and Siſters, indeed; 
-how fond they are of one another. 

Had not my Heart been too much oppreſt, I ſhould 
not bave forborn laughing at the Simplicity of thele poor 


People, though at the ſame time it ſhewed their Wm 


want of Guile, not to ſuſpect it in others. They 
took the Marquis for my Brother, becauſe they were 
told he was ſo, and to be able to penetrate too ep is 


not always the moſt laudable Qualification. 


My dear Marquis was no ſooner gone, than 1 ſhut 
myſelf up in my Cloſet and gave the full Scope to my 
when, cry'd I, ſhall T fee 
again this Lover ſo truly ths of all the Affection 1 
have for him ?=——W hat will be the Event of fo ten- 
Are we never 


Thoughts of Parting ? The old Marquis came next 


into my Head, enraged as he i is, at my abſenting my- 
ſelf, ſaid I, how know I but he may compel his Son to 


reveal to him where I am, or if not ſo, ſome other 
means may betray the Place of my Retirement. 


may accoſt me with Fury in his Heart and 3 
ſay, take your Choice, Feancita, either my Bed or a 
Cloyller is your Doom it is in vain for you to de- 


pend upon my Son, he can afford you no Aſſiſtance, nor 
ever ſhall be yours. 
ſo far incenſed me, as it is in my Power to make you ö 
| Loth pay dearly for the Advantage, he has gained 949 


Vou ought to tremble at having 


me in your Affection. 
Theſe Imaginations were ſo ſtrong and lively that I 
fell into a Fit of Trembling, as if what my Fears ſug- 


geited were > Already come.—.—1 believe, my Reader 


Will 
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will ſhortly have Reaſon to think they were a kind of 
Prognoſtick, of what was ſhortly to happen to me: I 


check'd myſelf, however, and endeayoured not to give 4] 
way to them, but in vain [ went to my Devotions, 1 
yet ſtill they mingled with my Prayers. —Heaveng tl 
alas! was deaf to my Entreaties, nor could a Heart 1 
attach'd as mine was at that time to worldly Objects, ex- 1 
pect Aſſiſtance from above. To merit Divine Conſola- 1 
tion, one ought to be aſhamed of that Weakneſs I tos 1.5 
much indulged; ſo that left entirely to myſelf, Tears 1 
and Complainings were all the Relief I could find, 1 
in the, Oppreſſions I then labour'd under. 1 


The End of the ELEVENTH PART, | 9 
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VIRTUOUS VILLAGER, 


OR, 


VIRGIN VICTORY. 


C0 It 


Dee E E Days bom that of the Mar- 
ELF = quis's hm, J paſſed in little 
"YO: elſe than Tears; but then the expecta- 
tion of receiving a Letter from him, 
with an Account of what I had to 
hope or fear from his Father, gave 
ſome truce to my Melancholy, but 
none arriving, either by the Poſt, 


or any particular Meſlenger, I re'a'ed into my former 
Sadneſs, with this additional Cauſe, that ſomewhat very 
extraordinary muſt have happened, which could occa- 
fon a Delay in what he knew muſt be ſo neceſſary, 
not only for my Peace of Mind, but alſo for the regulat- | 
ing my Conduct, as to removing from, or continuing in 


My 


the Village where I was, 
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My Father, Mother, and good Aunt were much 


troubled at the unuſual Penſiveneſs they obſerved in me, 


and omitted nothing which they imagined might divert 
me, but all their Attempts were unſucceisfu], even 


| Reading, my favourite Amuſement, had no longer any 
Charms for me, my Thoughts were too perplexed to 


ſuffer me to give any Attention to what I had no immediate 


Concern in, and even thoſe Books of Devotion, in which 
the pious ouls of the Compoſers were poured out in 


fervent Fjaculations, failed of inſpiring me with thoſe 


Sentiments, which in reality could only have afforded 
me that Serenity I ſtood io much in need of. 


A whole Week was now elapſed, I had no News, 


and began to grow impatient, andalmoſt wild with the 


various Perturbations of my Mind-—— Good God! 
would 1 often cry out, what can have happened | ! 


v hat Accident fo dreadful that ny Lover ſhou!d fear to 
inform me I was walking haſtily about my 
Apartment, the Agitations of my Mind, rendering my 
Body no lets reſtleſs, when my. Mother came haftil ly 
into the Room, to tell me that a Chaiſe and Six with a 
Gentleman in it, deſired to {peak with me. As my 
Apprehenſions of the old Marquis were always in my 


Head, I concluded it was he, and was ready to faint 


away; I recovered myſelf, however, and defired he 
might be brought in ; but what I endured 1 in that Interval 
is not to be expreſſed. 
But how were my Fears converted into Pleaſure, 
when I ſaw inſtead of him I imagined, the Valet de 


Chamber of my Lover, the faithful Dubois came into my 


Chamber, and preſented a Letter to me: Heavens! 
cried J, is it poſſible that after the Apprehenſions the 


Marquis and I were under of your being ſeen here, 


that he ſhould venture to ſend you? I have taken a 
ure Precaution to prevent being known, faid he, ſhewin: 


me a falſe Noſe, which it ſeems he had worn till he 


came into my Room, this Noſe would diſguiſe me to 
my own Father; fo that there is nothing to be feared 


on that fide,— would to Heaven, continued he, 


I could as eaſily reconcile you to the News I bring 
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obtain I have done and ſu ered fo much— 

da, or forfeit all Title to better Fortune: 
rather be miſerable than merit to be Fan avhy do 
I keep you in ſuſpenſe ? the dreadful Riddle muſt be at laſt 


calls for you 
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O, Heavens! cried I, earneſtly, what has happened ? 
Read, Madam, rejoined he, and you will then be judge 
whether my Lord Marquis could properly ſend any 
other Perſon than myſelf on a Buſineſs which will require 
all 2 Fortitude to ſuſtain. | 

So dreadful a Preparation might very well alarm me, 
Heavens, cried I, what new Difaſer ue t IIs 
has Fate now prepared for the unfortunate Feanetta . — 
the Seal broke open found Wie cannot even now 
reflect on. without ſhiverin Grief ſure was 


never mortal, for if it had I could not have durvived the 
reading this Epiſtle. 


To mine no more, the fi itally enchanting 5 


JEANETTA. 


. 771 AT fall I jay, O, thou too lovely Creature! 


how expreſs the Situation of my Heart! Grief ! 


 Hirrar ! Defturation! Madneſs are all Words too poor to 


gie you any juft Idea of it — 


Fate, exquiſite in Cruelty, 


15 not content 10 render me the moſt æuretehed of Mankind, wy 
ewithout compellium in * 0407 Hand to give the Bloav, evhich 


forever ftuks me from my hopes. 


-yes, Jeanetta, it 7s 


| "ordained, that I muſt uſe all the Power J have over 
jau, to engage you to think of me no more 


-ae entirely from your Heart— that Heart ewhich ta 


let ms than. 


explained———Take it then in few Words —— My Father 
lies at the point of Death, brought to abis E xtremity by you 
and me——your Name is ever in his Mouth he 


and ſays he ſpall expire in Peace, 
if he carries to the Grave the Name of your Huſband 


can ] be a Son, and not do every ting in my power to 
preſerve ſo precious @ Lift, as that of a Parent's: 


F 


to baniſh 
—This 1 maſt 
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Jan fſounhappy as to bſe him, let me not reproach myfelf, | 0 
with being the horrid Cauſe of his Death- tte A 


Name of Parricide, is wohat I cannot bear if ever 


therefore z vas dear 10 you, ſave him = gave me i. 
Being even now his laſt Azonies Jn approaching i 
Ha then, O moſt excellent of thy Sex | ————z Minute g b 


delay may make the Succour you would bring too late, and 1% 


j 

render me FRE: moſt guilty, as well as maj cred of 4 
Mankind | j1 
Pour 4 45 far as 7 nav dare to call myſeiß, E 1 
LV 1 

Whatis i it to! me, cried I, burſt: ing into Tenn let the 3 K 

> cruel Parent nie. inn ] to be puniſhed The the if 
Fary of his Paſſion, and the Condition to which it has A 
reduced him !- -Rigid Heaven! am I preſerved for 1 
this hy was I born with theſe deſtructive 4 i 4 
Charms hy endued with a Soul capable of diftin- 1 


guiſhing what real Happineſs 1 is, if 1 muſt be plunged 
into the Depth of Miſery ? as IJ ſpoke this, my 
_ Grief ſo overwhelmed me, that had not Dubois Tupper ted 150 
me ] muſt have fainted away. | #4 

The Marquis doubtleſs had 8 to what a Condi- 1 
tion his Letter would reduce me, and gave his Valet de 1 
Chamber a Phial, whoſe rich Elixir reſtored me to my 1 
ſelf. alas! ſaid I to Dubois, why would you not. i 
Hofer me to die— why apply this barbarous Re- 
lief- like a Wretch condemned to expire in Tor- 
ments, you ſtrengthen me only to prolong my Pain. 

Tho' Dubois by the Knowledge he had of my Love 
for his Maſter, might be ſuppoſed to be pretty 
well prepared for ſuch a Scene, yet was he fo de- 
je cted at it, that he was ſcarce able to utter any thing for 
my Confolation———at laſt, in the Name of all that's 
dear to you, Madam, ſaid he, endeavour to bear up 1 
againſt this unexpected Blow- think to what a 1 
Condition it has reduced my Lord, and how dearly he JI {i 

pays for his Ditcharge of his Duty- -ſhou!d he ſee 4 By 
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Madam, cried Dubois with Tears in his Eyes: 
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your Griefs— what would become of him? O. 
it is that which overthrows all my Fortitude, replied 1, 
did I ſufter alone, Death would ſoon put a Period to my 
Sorrows ; but the Conſiderations of my” dear Marquis's 
De pair retards my fleeting Life what would indeed 
become of this faithful Lover, if he ſhouid be told J was 
killed by the Injunction he laid upon me Ves, 
cried J, aſter a ſnort Pauſe, to comply with his Deſires, 
to make bim eaſy, in the cruel Sacrifice he makes of 


what is deareſt to him, I muſt not only preſerve the 


Life of his Father, but my own He ſhall be 
obeyed 


My Siohs for ſome Time 80 the Paſſage of 


my W ords; ; but ſuppreſſing them with all my Might, 


— let us go, cried J, the Marquis ſhall know how . 
extenſive his Power is over me———l deſigned myſelf 
for him, myſelf was all the Preſent I had to make him, 
and for a jong time he has been Maſter of me-——he_ 
may diſpoſe his own I will not offer to reſiſt- 


by acting in this manner I ſhall at leaſt prove, that tho! 5 


{ am infinitely inferior to him in Birth, I am not at 
all fo in noble Sentiments, and any Example he can ſet 
I ſhall never want Reſolution to imitate. 

What a Dignity of Mind do you make known, 


a may of Thinking ſuch as yours is worthy of a Throne, 


Heaven you were as fortunate as I am ſure you ought to 


be! 


I was too much overwhelm'd with Affliction to wake 
any Reply to theſe Words, nor had even my Vanity, which 
I have a thouſand times acknowledged was my predo- 


minant Foible, any Dominion over me in this dreadful _ 
Criſis. I called for Barbara, and ordered her to pack up 


my Things immediately for my Jourvey Ah, 
Heavens ! are we going to leave D then ! cried 
ſhe ; perhaps we are, ' ſaid I, with more Sternneſs than 


I had ever ſpoke to her before, it's not your Buſineſs to 
_ enquire but to obey. The good Creature was ſilent on 


this 3 2 


; none that truly know you can be aſtoniſhed at | 
that Exceſs of Paſſion you excite——ah ! would to 


ok ee e 


55 how dear I am to you 


Miſtreſs of my Inclinations. 
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this ; but went about doing as I had commanded, tho' 
I believe with a very akeing Heart. 
My Deſigns were no ſooner known, than every one 


was in Tears—-what muſt we loſe this charming Lady, 
_ cried my Mother? I hope, rejoyned my Father, who 


happened to be at home, it is not through any Fault of 


ours ? no, no, anſwered I, on the contrary, I leave you 


with a regret, which at preſent you are not able to con- 
ceive 


from you 


-an indiſpenſible, a cruel Neceſſity tears me 
[ ſhould have thought myſelf bleſt to have 
paſt all my Days in this peaceful innocent Obſcurity; 
but a Mandate J am bound to obey, leaves me not the 


As I ſpoke theſe Words: 1 took my Mother in my 


Arms and tenderly embraced her, my Father out of - 
Reſpect drew back; but I flew to him, and throwing 


myſelf upon his Neck, permit me, ſaid 1, to tellify 
a little Time perhaps will 


ſnew I do but my Duty. 


After this [ got into my Chaiſe, teaviog my Parents 


very much aſtoniſhed, eſpecially my Father, whoſe verv 
Soul was touched at my endearing Behavior : My Aunt 
jumped in after me, as fond as ſhe was of her Village, 
and cried, ſhe would leave all that was dear to her in the 


| World to follow me; on which I kiſſed her by way of 


Acknowledgment ; juſt as we were driving away, my 


Mother aſked me what ſhe ſhould do with the Goods I 
had left behind keep them, cried I, ſtretching 


out my Hand to her, whither I ever Return to you or 

| not, all I have is yours, both through Gratitude and 
: Duty. 
| I could not have what Anſwer ſhe made, the Chaiſe 


at that Inſtant began to be in Motion, but doubtleſs mv 


Words were ns ſuyprizing as the Hurry in which I went 
away. Dubois, whole Orders were to make all poſſible 


| Expedition, haſtened the Poſtilion, and all the Poſt- 


Houſes having notice, the Relays were in ſuch readineſs, 
that we did not loſe a Moment. 


I was all the Time buried in the moſt profound Me- 
linchaly, which Dubois perceiving as he rode by the 
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him. 
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ſide of the Chaiſe, begged of me to conquer my Affliction 


as much as poſſible, and told me, that if the young 
Marquis ſhould be ſenſible of half the Grief he ſaw me 


in, he could not anſwer but that it would be fatal to 


I loved with too n an Affection not to do 


every Thing that might contribute to the eaſe of that 


dear Man, and IO Dubois, I would uſe my utmoſt 
Efforts to ſtifle my Sighs, my Tears, and all that ſhould de- 
note Diltreſs, which was the utmoſt could be expected 


from me. 


My poor Aunt, who heard all this without being 


able to comprehend the Meaning of it any farther, tan 
that ſomething had happened to give me Diſquiet, cried 


every Moment, bleſs me, I wonder any body can have 


the Heart to vex ſo good a Lady; but I will pray ſo 


heartily to God for you, that Jam ſure you will be rid ö 
of every thing that troubles you at laſt. 


How well, thought I, does the Simplicity of this 
good Creature remind me of my Duty! it's to Heaven 


alone, we ought to have recourſe in our Calamitie 
it's Heaven alone can relieve us. Vain are our own | 
Endeavours -vain the Conſolation that human | 
help affords! - 

The Relays all the Way were ſo 8. that the Speed 


we made was incredible, Day was but juſt withdrawn 


when we arrived at Paris; but there are ſome periods 
in Life, when every thing goes wrong, and makes it 
ſe:m as if Misſortunes of every kind combined to our 
Vexation. Dubois was fo eager in haſtening the Poſtilion, 
that in his hurry he drove againſt a Coach and overturned 
it, juſt as we paſſed by the Opera-Houſe, which break- 


ing one of our Wheels obliged us to ſtop : The Shrieks of 


the Women in the Coach drew together a hundred 


PFlambeaux, and a vaſt Crowd of People, ſo that every : 


thing that paſſed was as plainly to be ſeen as at Noon- 


Day———— Dubois had left me fitting in the Chaile, 
in order to go and bring a Chair 


while he was 
gone, the Footmen belonging to the Coach chat had re- 
ceived this Injury, tell upon my Poſulion, the Fellow 
unable 
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4 unable to make his Party good againſt ſo many roared 4 
g out for help; his Cries drew ſtill more People about us, 1 
p and the Confuſion was ſo great, that Barbara and my- v1 
) ſelf were terrified to that Degree that we were ready to T4 
faint away; but my Fright ſoon gave way to my Vea. 

> | tfion———l1 was looking earneſtly for Pu bois to return, {4 
t - when the Duke De— unluckily going to the Opera . = 
t FF Eknew me from his Coach, and called out to his Servants 4/0 
- do ſtop make up to that Chaiſe, cried he, and pre- bl | 
4 vent the Lady from coming to any hurt by this Acci- 1 


dent. 


the is my e and a Woman of 
* Quality. if 
n Not all the Danger I was in, ſeemed half ſo much a . 
gd. ; 
e 


Misfortune as the meeting this Nobleman, and would 
much rather have remained in it, than owed my Aſii- 


o | ARtance to a Perſon, from whoſe Love or Gallantry my [1 
d dear Marquis had ſuffered ſo much -beiides, I Y 
I KEknew not what Diſcoveries the real Madam De Roches, 1 
is | might have made after I was gone, nor what I ſhould * 27} 
n || reply in caſe, when this Bultle ſhould be over, any {id 
— | Queſtions ſhould be aſked me eee my Having FAY 
n aſſumed that Name. 1 
n The Duke's coming up drew the Eyes of the Whole F 
> Crowd upon me; but, good Heavens, how was I alarmed, BY 
d | when the Ladies being by this Time, with much ado _ — 
m dragged out of the Coach, which lay quite turned over, 14 
ds I ſaw that one of them was Madam D' E,, that 
it | Madamoiſelle D'E/b;eux, by whole Malice I had been 14 
8 brought into ſo many Troubles what would I __ £4 
n, | have given to have been any where but where I was! vj 
d pulled my Hood over my Face to prevent her my 
K- Fknowing me; but ſhe had already got a Glimpſe of my 1 
of | Face, and was no leſs quickſighted than myſelf? what, # 
d. Afaid ſhe, to her Servants, and the People about her, is 
ry | that the Chaiſe that has offered me this Infult, and being 1 
n- | anſwered in the affirmative, and has that infamous little 11 
e, Wretch efaped till now the Puniſhment of all the 1 
as | Miſchiefs her Artiſices have occaſton'd- is ſhe till - if: 
e- at Liberty, and has the Impudence to affront a Woman 1 
w [of Quality.? drag her Headlong from the Chaiſe 
le 90 6 imo 


. 
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. Into the Kennel, added ſhe, to her Servant there 
is no Uſage bad enough for her. > ae Os 
— *Tis eaſy to imagine what I felt on this Occaſion, 
and how I looked at the approach of four Footmen with 
their Flambeaux ; but a Protector was not wanting 
The Duke having quitted his Coach, came running with 
his Servants, and drew his Sword- let me ſee 
who dare come near this Chaiſe, ſaid he this 
Lady is my Acquaintance, and whoever has the Inſolence 
to moleſt her, ſhall repent it. ITheſe Words, and the 
Knowledge who it was that ſpoke them, made the 
Footmen of Madam D'Eſtiual draw back — Here 
the Affair might poſſibly have ended, had not the too 
couragious Dubois came that Inſtant up, and ſeeing the 
Danger I as in, began to lay about him with his Whip, 
on which they all turned upon him with their Flambeaux , 
the Duke's Men took his Part, and had it not been for 
the Guards, who ſome were prudent enough to call, a 
great deal of Miſchief muſt have enſued—the Duke, 
Who took this Opportunity to give me a Proof of his 
Paſſion, had engaged in the Fray himſelf, but the Officer 
on Duty appearing, the Tumult abated, and the Duke 
entreating him in a very polite Manner, to aſſiſt in 
conveying me to his Coach, which he ſaid was waiting 
for me, he came to offer me his Hand for that Purpoſe ; 
When Madam D* F/iival, perceiving I was likely to get 
away, called out to him, what are you about Monfieur, 
ſaid this cruel Woman, would you protect, and hinder 
me from puniſhing a ſawey Wretch, who out of meer 
Malice pulls over my Coach, and inſults me in the Face 
of the World !\--———there are a hundred Witneſſes to 
ſwear this, tis unjuſt to protect a little mean Creature, 
after ſuch a Behaviour, and have no regard to the Re 
monſtrances of a Woman of Quality the Officer 
1urprifed at theſe Reproaches, and knowing ſhe was in- 
deed a Woman of Rank, turned towards her, and told 
her, that it was not for him to decide the Matter 
that he only did his Duty in preventing Miichict © 
that my Chaiſe was broke down, and it was but juit 
| TO: hh 
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co help me out of it ; and that I was a Perſon of 
Diſtinction too : | ns | 

How! cried Madam D' Eiwal, of Diſtinction 
you are impoſed upon Monſieur 
the Daughter of a poor Wood-Cutter in the Foreſt 
of Fountainbleau, and Tenant to the late Count my 
Father. | dry | 


The Duke De -who was ſo perſuaded that 1 
really was what I had pretended to be, that I believe 
he would have loſt his Life in the Defence of his Opi- 


nion, cried out, it was very unbecoming to have re- 


courſe to Calumny, in order ts gain a Point; that he 
knew me very well, and that there was not one Word 


of Truth in all ſhe had alledged. Beſides, ſaid he, ap- 


pealing to the People, why ſnould this Lady be blamed : 


for the Careleſſneſs of her Poſtilion ! tis eaſy to 


ſee ſhe is the Perſon moſt frighted at the Accident, and 
F inſtead of uſing her ill, every body ought in Honour to 
give her what Aſſiſtance ſhe ſtands in need of—but I am 
not much ſurprized, continued he, in an Air of Ridicule, 
at the III- nature which would ſubject her to every kind 
of Mis fortune you ſee ſhe is extremely handſome, 
and that is a Crime never to be pardoned by Ladies of a 


certain turn of Ming. 


This extroardinary Concluſion ſet every body into a 
loud Fit of Laughter——— they turned their Eyes firſt 


on me, then on Madam D'Eftival, and then on me 


again a general Murmur was heard in my favour, 


—a hundred Arms inſtead of one————a hundred 
Coaches were offered to receive me——all now went 
wonderfully for me, but I was deſtined to undergo one 


more Mortification yet before I could get rid of this 


Adventure. 


Publick Entertainments at Paris, and 1 believe every 
where elſe, bring People together, who otherwiſe per- 


haps never would have met. My ill Stars decreed it ſo, 


that the true Counteſs De Roches was that Night at the 
Opera————the Stop of Coaches I had fo innocently | 


occaſioned, prevented her coming out, and enquiring, as 
it was natural, the Reaſon of this Diſturbance, and the 


the Wretch is 
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Names of the Ladies, for whoſe different Intereſts there 


her, this Accident is odd enough 
the Woman, who took my Name upon her, and received 
that Bounty from the King, which I ought to have 
had 
if ſhe eſcapes now, I may make as many fruitleſs En- 
quires after her as { have done. 


had been a kind of Parties made, one of the Duke's Ser- 
vants unfortunately happened to be near her, and an- 


ſwered, that as to one of the Ladies he did not know 
her, but the other was Madam the Counteſs De Roches. 


How |! ſaid ſhe, to two Ladies who were with 
this is certainly 


Pl have her apprehended upon the Spot, 


While this Conſpiracy was forming againſt me, and 


which I heard nothing of; they were helping me out of 


the Chaiſe: the Duke De —took hold of my 


Hand, and would have obliged me to go into his 
Coach; but Dubois whiſpered ſomething to his Grace, 


on which he anſwered, that is very true, and then led 


me to another, which I faw had the Marquis's Livery, 


we were juſt going to drive away, when a Voice cried 


dut, ſtop —— ſtop the fiftitious Counteſs De Roches [on 
Dubois, who had heard ſomething of this, tho' I had not, 


had jumped into the Coach with me, and putting his f 


Head out of the Door, bid the Coachman to drive as fat | 
as he could, and regard nothing 


ſaved me, it was executed with ſuch Rapidity ; to the 


Misfortune of all the Carriages that ſtood in our way, | 
the Horſes unuſed to the Whip, now feeling it, bore 
down every thing they met, and whirled me from this 


Diſaſter, which otherwiſe might have proved of very : | 


ill Conſequence to me. 


It was near Eleven however, 1 Pi 1 reached the old 
Marquis s Houſe : all his People ſtood ready to receive 
me as I alighted from the Coach, eager and curious to 


ſee a Perſon ſo remarkable by her preſent Circum- 


ſtances ; the young Marquis himſelf waited for me in a 


Gallery; he looked pale, wan, dejected, and as a Man 
quite born down with Affliction— 


his Dreſs, and even his very Hair beſpoke the Trouble 
a his Soul. with a Sigh, which ſeemed to rend 


his 
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his Heart, he took me by the Hand, and tenderly 
preſſed it; but had not power to utter one Word, tho' 
I perceived he more than once attempted it—I was in 
the ſame Condition, fain would I have ſpoke ſomething 
to convince him of the greatneſs of the Sacrifice I was 
going to make him; but I was deprived of Voice, and 

thus in the moſt perfect Attitudes of dumb Sorrow, did 
we paſs thro' ſeveral large Rooms before we came to = 
Marquis's own Apartment. 
We arrived at length at the fatal Door, it was fo 
dark, that I could diſtinguiſh nothing at entring, but 
two Wax Candles, whoſe feeble Glimmering, was half 
| obſcured by the Shade of a Screen. The Marquis 
ſ{queez'd my Hand a ſecond Time, ſigh'd again, and 
having led me into the Middle of the Room, left me 
there, and went to his Father's Bed-ſide ; my 
Lord, cried he, in a faultering Voice, the beautiful 
Feanetta is come to offer herſelf to you———ſhe will no 
longer oppoſe the Honour you deſign her ſhall ſhe 
approach? a low Voice, like that of a Perſon 
wjhoſe lateſt Moment was arrived, anſwered, what ſay 
vou, Son ?f—the Marquis attempted to repeat what 
be had faid ; but his inward Agonies would not permit 
him, and all he could do was to make a Sign to 
Forſan, who was waiting, to perform that Office for 
him. 
| The old Mane no ene famed to underſtand 
what they were ſaying to him, than he cried out in a 4 
Voice ſomewhat louder than before Son, 1 am "= 
ſatisfied and then remained filent. : — 1 
My dear Marquis, who had been ſtruggling ith his 14 
| 1 Griets, had now gathered Courage enough to aſk him ] 
> ff if he would not ſee me fear, replied he, I have 
> | not Strength ſufficient to bear it——however let her 
approach. I did fo, trembling wa almoſt dying at 
| every Step, the Marquis took my Hand, and preſented 
| it to his Father, who called for a Light, but when one 
Was brought, ſeemed unable to bear the glare of it, and 
bad then remove it again. it is enough, ſaid be. I 
2 Tam not deceived, it is indeed Feanetta — 4 
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he ſaid no more, but appeared deep in Thought, during 


which he caſt his Eyes ſometimes on me, and ſometimes 
on his Son alternately. | | 


We all were in a profound Silence for ſome time, the 


young Marquiswas the firſt that broke it, and teſtifing 


the Conqueſt he had gained over himſelf, well my Lord, 


ſaid he, in a more intelligible Voice, how do you find 
yourſelf ?——will not the Sight of a Perſon ſo dear 

to you give ſome happy turn to your Diſtemper ? Alas! 
_ cried he, it is too much 
port the Joy then addreſſing himſelf to me, you have 
ſpoke nothing to me, O too charming Feanetta ! —— 


I fear your coming hither is an Affliction to you. No, 
my good Lord, repled I with a Reſolution which ſur- 


_ prized even myſelf, and I ſwear to perform whatever 
your Son has engaged for me. How generous is this, 
cried the old Marquis, why cannot I imitate ii. 
why abuſe ſuch Goodneſs ; but Fate muſt be obeyed. 
When he had ſpoke theſe Words, he made a Sign to 


Forſan to come near, after which this Gentleman pre- 
| ſented me his Hand, and ſaid, it was the Marquis's 


Pleaſure he ſhould have the Honour of conducting me to 


the Apartment alloted for me ; would it were my Grave, 


faid I to myſelf, yet ſuffer him to lead me, and kept 
back the Tears which were ready to burſt, and give vent 
to the Anguiſh of my ſwollen Heart. He took the Op- 
portunity as we were going to aſk my Pardon for all his 


_ paſt Tranſgreſſions, and begged me to believe he would 


attone for them by the Fidelity and Submiſſion of his 
future Conduct. To all which, I anſwered very cooly, 
and if I was capable of feeling any Relief in this dread- 
ful Situation, it was when I was rid of him. 
The Apartment in which he left me, was furniſhed 


and adorned with a Profuſion of Magnificence———the 


_ Gildings, Carvings, Glaſſes ſhined on all Sides 


my Eyes were {track with the Glare, but my Heart was 
in ſuch a cruel State of Dejection, that it ſcarce was 
ſenſible of any Thing. I throwed myſelf into an eaſy _ 
Chair, and the long reſtrained Tears now I was alone, 
burſt forth, and afforded me ſome little Eaſe, elſe I 
„„ e verily 


I have not Spirits to ſup- 
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a little ſurprized to fee two Plates. 


Melancholy they amuſed me. 
The Moment the firſt Courſe was placed, a Valet 
de Chamber appeared at the Door, carrying two Flame _ 
beaux, and followed by the young Marquis, he made a 


Virgin's Victory. 
verily believe J had been ſuffocated————but J enjoyed 
this poor Relief but a ſhort 'Time : The Houſe Steward 


came in, and with a great deal of Reſpect, aſked me 


if I would have Supper ſerved up. I want nothing, 
anſwered I, and the greateſt Pleaſure you can do me, 
is to ſuffer me to retire to reſt ; but he replied, that tho” 
his Orders were to obey me in every thing, he could 


not conſent I ſhould be without Refreſhment, after the 


Fatigue of my Journey. With theſe Words he left me, 


and preſently after entered two Footmen, with the Ser- 


vices of the Table, the Cloath was laid, and I was not 


When all was ſpread ; a number of Men in rich 
Liveries, brought in the Diſhes, and delivered them to 


the Steward, Who placed them on the Table, I was 
not accuſtomed to theſe Ceremonies, and in ſpite of my 


low Bow to me, and after having preſented his Hand, 
to lead me to the Table, fat down juit over againſt me, 
without ſpeaking one Word. hs ED 

This Sight produced in me an odd kind of Emotion, 


and which I am utterly unable to deſcribe it could 


not be called Pleaſure, our preſent Circumſtances would 


not admit of it, nor was it truly Pain ; the Preſence of 
a Man ſo much the Lord of all my Faculties could not 
be diſguſtful to me it was therefore a Mixture of 
both, and created a hurry of Spirits greater than in all 
the various Accidents of my Life I had ever known be- 


fore. The Number of Servants in . | was ſuch 


a Reſtraint upon me, that I ſcarce durſt look upon him. 
and when I did it, was but hy Stealth: He either did in 
reality, or I imagined it, appear under leſs Affliction than 


when I ſaw him firſt, and this gave me nd ſmall Sur- 
prize, for tho' his Grief was Death to me, yet I thought 
he ought not to be able to overcome it. ee 

In this Situation of Mind, it could not be expected I 
ſhould have any Appetite to eat, tho" the Marquis was 


very 
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very diligent in carving for me, whatever he imagined 
might be agreeable to me we drank to each other 


ſeveral Times by a Bow, but ſpoke not a Word, and 


this dumb Scene laſted all the Time we were together. 


As full of Inquietude as I was, I had not power to 


riſe from Table for a long Time, till recollecting that 


my Tediouſneſs might be taken Notice of, and the 
Motive of it ſuſpected, I quitted my Chair, and the 
Marquis immediately took me by the Hand. The 
Flambeaux led the Way, and I was conducted into a 
Bedchamber, where I found two Women waiting on 
each fide a rich Toylet, that very Toylet which had 
been preſented to me, and I had left behind me in my 
Lodgings at Paris; one of them advanced an eaſy 
Chair the Moment I came in, and then with the 


other attended behind it, ready to receive my Commands. 


As ſoon as I was ſeated the Marquis made me a 
profound Reverence, and went out of the Room! 
as I caſt my Eyes on him, that Inſtant I ſaw he was in 
Tears, that Sight melted down all my Reſolution, and 
I burſt into an immoderate Fit of Weeping, 
On this, one of the Woman drew near, and with a 


great deal of Sweetneſs, as well as Humility, begg'd I 


would not afl& myſelf, but exert that good Senſe the 
World allowed me to be Miſtreſs of, in ſurmounting my 


Diſtreſſes, if it were poſſible I could labour under any, 


in the ſplendid Condition I now was. Alas! cried I, 
with a Sigh, I deſerve not theſe Favours from Fortune— 
why are they not beſtowed on one who would become 
mem deter ?. luc: | 
I then began to think of my poor Aunt, and enquired 
if a Woman I had brought with me, and very much 


loved, were removed from me? They aſſured me to the 


contrary, and ſaid that when the young Marquis 
conducted me to his Father's Apartment, the Comptroller 


of the Houſe had taken her into a Room, and that ſhe 


was now at Supper in the Ste ward's Parlour, where ſhe 
was treated with all imaginable Kindneſs in Reſpect to 
me, and I ſhould ſee her inſtantly. 
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F ns was highly ſatisfied with this Anſwer, and as ſoon 
| as ſhe came in, I deſired to be left alone with her, which 


Order being obeyed, I began to queſtion her about 
what ſhe had obſerved in the Houſe, and in what Man- 
ner they behaved to her. Ah ! my dear Lady, replied 
the, with Eyes ſparkling with Joy, a thouſand Times 
better than ever I could have expected, I have ſupped 
with the young Lord's Nurſe, who is extremely kind to 
me- all the Men, dreſſed as fine as Counts, waited | 
upon me, and called me Madamoiſelle at ever Word 
I never was ſo treated in all my Life——methinks I 
gam in Paradiſe———— T1 believe indeed it's all upon 
your Account; but no matter for that: I take 
the more Pleaſure in it for being obliged to you for 
1908 | \ 


| So preat was her Tranſport, that I believe ſhe would 
| have talked all Night, if I had not interrupted her, 
by ſaying I thought it requiſite we ſhould both of us go 
in to Bed after our Journey; with all my Heart, ſaid ſne, 
d for my Heart's at eaſe, and J am ſure I ſhall ſleep well. 

I then aſked her, if ſhe knew where ſhe was to lie? 


! 00: 0 OO 


a Yes, indeed, ſaid the, taking a Candle in her Hand, i} 
1 while you were at Supper, the Nurſe ſhewed me all | 
he | your Apartments, and the Chamber appointed for 

34 me See there, Madam, faid ſhe, making me look 


y, I into a ſmall Room, that opened from my own ; hat a 
I, fine Field-Bed there i god God! continued ſhe, 
— | laying her Hand on the Bedding, it is almoſt a Sin to 


me ] ſpoil all thit—-———what Sheets are here, our Curates 

I Surplice is not half ſo white and fine————her Ex- 
ed I clamations would have made me laugh at any other time; 
ch | but I was now incapable of being diverted with any 
the thing, ſo made her put me to Bed with all the haſte 

juis | ſhe could, after which ſhe retired. | 


ler Weary as I was it was not without great Difficulty I 1 

the || went to Sleep, there was ſomething ſo aſtoniſhing in 

ſhe | what had happened to me that Day, that I could ſcarce 
to I believe but it was all a Dream: But theſe flattering Ideas 

were of no long Continuance.——- Alas! cry'd I to 

I | myſelf, and weeping bitterly, it is but too 2 
ys Fo | | | Ole 
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loſe for ever all I love———marrying the Father, ail 
Hopes, even the moſt diſtant ones in regard to the Son, 
are cut entirely off. Great God! what have I done 


that dear Man plung'd me in why did I conſent to 
this ſhocking Sacrifice ?————if it was determined I 
ſhould be unhappy in being forever ſeparated from my 
Lover, ſure I might have allowed myſelf the Conſolation 

of never being another's. I might then have loved 
him, and been beloved by him without a Crime—tho' 
our Eyes had never met, our Hearts would have {ympa- 
thized, and bore a Partnerſhip in each others Woe, and 
that very Knowledge would have enabled both to ſup- 
port our mutual Misfortune ; -but now. what Relief 
remains even the Privilege of complaining is denied. 
O! wretched——wretched Fearetta, purſued I, 
wringing my Hands, and yielding to the moſt violent 

_ Deſpair, till a Heavineſs like that of Death came on 

me, and I no longer was ſenſible of any thing. I 
Cannot call this Interval of Torture true Repoſe, be- 
cCauſe when I waked from it, I did not find myſelf in the 
leaſt refreſh'd ; nevertheleſs it was broad Day when 1 


opened my Eyes, and found Barbara, who was accuſto- 


med to riſe early, at my Bedſide. She enquired after 


my Health, and told me ſhe fear'd I was not well, hav- | 


Ing heard me groan ſeveral Times; I told her that my 
Mind ſuffer'd more than my Body; ſo much the worſe, 
cry'd ſhe, the Body will ſoon feel the Effects of it, and 
then both will be bad. Theſe Words were, alas! but, 
too prophetic, as it ſoon after proved. 


The Moment I was up the two Woman I had diſ. 


miſſed the Night before, came into my Chamber and 


begg' d leave to dreſs me, in order to paſs into the Apart- 
ment of my Lord * "x who entreated the Favour of 


ſeeing me as ſoon as poſſible. ] trembled at a Requeſt 
I knew to be a Command, and ſat down while they pre- 
—_ my Hair, and adorned me a gay glittering 
mr 8 12 
As caſt my Eyes on the Pictures that hung in my Cham- 
ber, chat of à very beautiful Infant, whoſe Features me- 
ö thought 


in what Miſeries has my Obedience to the Will of F 
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thought had ſome Reſemblance with thoſe of my dear 


Marquis ſurprized me; and immediately I aſk'd for whom : 
it was deſign'd? For our young Lord, replied ſhe that was 


dreſſing me, and that next to it is his Mother's, our 


firſt Lady. How! cry'd I, has the Marquis been twice 
married? No, Madam, anſwer'd ſhe, but we look upon 
vou as our ſecond Lady. I faid no more———theſe 
| Words, though informing me no more than what I too 
well knew before, were like ſo many Daggers to my 
The Thought was dreadful, and Nature a- 


Heart.- 
voids as much poſſible every thing that ſhocks i it. 
I was ſcarce got ready when a Valet de Chamber 


from the young Marquis, came to enquire how I had 
paſs'd the Night, and if I were diſpoſed to go into his 
Father's Apartment. I anſwer'd, that when he pleaſed 
I would attend him, and then enquired how the ſick 
Lord did. The Valet de Chamber replied, that he had 
enjoy'd a very quiet Sleep, and now ſpoke with more 
Facility than he had done, which was look'd upon as a 


good Sign, and gave great Hopes of his Recovery. 


While he was ſpeaking, Monſieur Forſan enter'd, and 


told me they waited for me with Impatience, to hear the 


Contract read to me, which was Juſt ew. up, and to 
| have it ſign'd. | 


The very Name of Contract threw me into a - 


Sweat, and not able to conceal my Diſorder, I thought, 
ſaid I, they would not have perform'd that Ceremony 
till the Marquis was perfectly recover'd. He is eager, 


Madam, anſwer'd he, to ſecure his Happineſs.- 
He has paſt the greateſt Part of the Night in giving In- 


ſtructions to his Lawyer; and when you hear what he 


has done for you, you will judge of the true Eſteem he 


bas for you, and confeſs the Advantages that ariſe from 


marrying a Man advanced in Years. 


I ſaid nothing to all, but ſuffer'd him to lead me 
through the Apartments: I knew not how I got to the 
ſick Perſon's Chamber: My Knees bent under me 
through Trouble and Weakneſs, and I ſtagger'd at every 
Step I took; on my Entrance I found two Strangers 
there, the one Writing, and the other ſeeming to dic- 


tate 
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tate to him at a Deſk at the lower End of the Room, * 


doubted not but they were proceeding on the cruel Con- 
tract, and look'd on them, as a Wretch condemn'd does 
on the Executioner. 

The old Marquis was ſitting up in his Bed, with a 
rich Night Gown thrown over him, as there was more 
light in the Room than had been the Night before, I 


had a fuller View of him, and was ſurprized to find his 


Looks ſo little alter'd in an Illneſs ſo dangerous, as his 
was judg'd to be. 
by the Hand. and preſſing it with more Violence than 
one could have imagin'd in his Condition, gave Orders 
to be left alone with me, which beings that Inſtant 


5 obeyed, he ſpoke to me in theſe Terms. 
My preſent Weakneſs, lovely Feancuta, ſaid he, will 
> not permit me to ;peak much, theretore, expect a direct 


Anſwer to what J ſhall ſay. This it is the 


State to which you ſee me reduced is owing to you- 


if I recover it is to you I ſhall be indebted for my Life 


my Son aſſures me you are ready to make me 
happy.— 
manner you conſented to this Sacrifice : 
you repent it lt is not yet too late- 
but the Word, and I ſhall leave you at your Liberty, 


and ſacrifice in my Turn the ſmail Remnant of 85 : 


Fate might otherwiſe have allotted me. 


No, my Lord, anſwer'd I reſolutely, my Word is 


given to your Son, and I will not recall it: Since to 


preſerve a Father he yields up all he holds dear befide, 
I will convince him, that ſhe who has been honoured. 


with his Affection is in ſome Meaſure worthy of it, by 


foregoing all ſhe had to hope 1 in Life, in order to gratify 


his Wiſhes. 


I ſtifled my sighs, reſtrain'd my Tears, and if 1 


could would have alſo dilguiſcd that deadlike Paleneſs, 
which I have ſince heard o're-ſpread my Lips and 
Cheeks while I was ſpeaking theſe Words. 
perceived the Marquis obſerved my every Look; but he 


took no Notice of it, and when I had done: It is 


enough, ſaid he, my Son hal be calbd in, and the 


1 Contfac ſhall be read. : : 55 He 2 


When I drew near, he took me 


Dubois has inform'd me in what a heroick 
Tell me if 
ſay 
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He then rung a Bell which was placed at his Bed's- 
head, and Forſan entring, received his Orders, in the 


mean time, is not being ſo near me diſagreeable to you 


Feanetta ? ſaid he; but I was able to anſwer only with _ 


| a low Bow: The young Marquis that inſtant came in, 


creſt with the utmoſt Magnificence, all the melancholy 
which had clouded his dear Brows the Evening before, 
ſeemed now totally diſſipated, and he appear'd like one 
going to a Party of Pleaſure. This ſecond Effort, cry'd 
his Father, giving him his Hand, moves me as much as 
the firſt : Ihe Contentment I lee | in your Countenance 
aſſures me, I am truly dear you; and that ſtrong as In- 

clination was, paternal Affection, for put Duty out of 
the Queſtion, gets the better. I with to God, 
continued he, turning to me, you could i in this too imi- 


tate his Example. I bowed again but could not ſpeak. 


—Alas! what Anſwer had I to make, my Looks 
would have then given the lye to whatever I had 1aid. 
How weak and unſtable is a Mind in Love: I wiſh'd 
in reality nothing more than the young Marquis's Con- 
tentment, yet when he ſeemed to be poſſeſt of it I was 
diſquieted, and reproach'd his Want of Love. I now 
looked earneſtly upon him, having an Opportunity as he 
was talking with his Father, and obſerved ſomewhat in 
him, which ſhew'd me that his Air of Satisfaction was 


but borrowed, and that he ſuffer'd inwardly, perhaps, 


equal with myſelf———— this gave me ſome little Eaſe. 
le loves me ſtill, thought I, with the ſame 
Paſſion as ever, and like a Victim is adorn'd with Char- 
lets only to render the Sacriſice more magnificent. I 
ſhould here have enter'd into a Train of Reflections; but 
the Lawyer came in witn the Contract, and beginning 
to read, it put a Stop to them. 
The Names and Tit'es of the Pte were paſs'd 
over, and he came immediately to the Articles which 
regarded me. I had a Jointure of ſeven "Thouſand 
Livres — Jewel to the amount of an hundred Thou- 
ſand Livres.- A Coach, and Chariot with fix 
Horſes each, and four fo: my Retinue w_ Pa- 
| | ace, 
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lace, my intended Huſband lived in, with all the Plate 
and Furniture, in Caſe he died without Iſſue; and if 1 
had any Children by him, to enjoy the whole Eſtate till 
they ſhould come of Age; and then be accountable to 
them for the Profits of it. | 
Though I underſtood little of Buſineſs, and leſs of 
Law, I was very much ſurprized to hear no mention 
made of his Son: I thought he ought to have been the 
principal Party in this authentick Inſtrument, and that 
| he had behaved himſelf too well in this Affair not to 
deſerve to be conſider' d. This Idea ſtruck me ſo 
ſtrongly that I could not help ſpeaking of it; which as 
ſoon as I had, what an adorable Creature are you, Jeanet- 
ta, cry'd the Marquis, how juſt ! how delicate 
your Sentiments ! but be eaſy, my Charmer, I have not 
forgot ſo valuable a Son-———he will be ſatisfied when 
he knows what I have done for him, and ſo will you. 
I I faid no more, but could not conceive what he could 
have done for him equivalent to the Loſs of a great 
Eſtate, all ſettled on me and my Heirs. Sometimes I 
imagin'd he had obtain'd an additional Title for him of 
the King, or ſome Office at Court, yet neither of theſe 
ſeem'd in my Judgment a ſufficient Compenſation for his 
right of Inheritance. : 


Aſter the Contract was read over they brought it to the = 


old Marquis to ſign, it was then preſented to his Son who 
did the ſame; but was not able to conſtrain himſelf fo 
far, as not to tremble while he wrote his Name, and let 
fall ſome Tears, which in ſpite of him forced their Paſſage 
through his Eyes. This Sight moved me to that De- 
gree, that J let the Pen fall from my Fingers two or 
three Times before I was able to ſet my Name. — The 


old Marquis, ſick as he was, obſerved it, and cryed out; 
then turned himſelf on 


ah, do not force her to it 
%%% % ũœ m! Gs 
The young Marquis took this Opportunity to throw 
himſelf at my Feet, ——Ah ! Feanetta! ſaid he, what 
are you doing ?!———Would you wiſh me to loſe the 


beſt of Fathers? the Vehemence with which he 


pronounced theſe Words, and the Action that accompa- 
I = nied 
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nied them pierced me to the Soul, and calling to my 


Aid all the little Stock of Spirit I had left, they ena- 
bled me to ſign my Name. 


The young Marquis then acquainted his Father with 


what I had done, on which he turn'd himſelf and gave 


me his Hand: It is enough, lovely F eanerta, ſaid he, 
I know your Sincerity, and am aſſured you will never 
hate the Man, whom you have ſet your Hand to love. 


to it, the more you will remember the Obligation. A#- 


ter this he ſeem'd diſpoſed to ſleep, and order'd For ſan 
to conduct me back to my Apartment, and endeavour to 


amuſe me. 
We all went out of the Chamber except the young 


Marquis, who remained with his Father: He waited on 
me to the Door, and made me Signs of applauding my Be- 


haviour, which gave me a kind of melancholy Satisfaction; 
how wretched was my Condition any one may judge, 
when the only Man 1 ever did or could love, approved 
of my giving myſelf forever from him, and the only 
Comfort J had felt was that he did ſo. | 

J was no ſooner got into my Apartment, than I found 
myſelf extremely indiſpoſed: It cannot, indeed, be 


thought ſtrange I was ſo, 'tis rather to be wondered at 
that the Horrors I endured, had not a greater Effect on 
me, and that I ſurvived even the firſt Knowledge of 


what they expected from me: | refiſted as long as I 
could, ſeveral alternate Fits of Heat and Cold ; but ac 
length grew fo exceſſive ill, that they were oblig d to 


put me to Bed, where after J had lain a Minute, 1 
ſeem' d more compole3, and the Women about me flat. 


ter'd themſelves I was better. 
Neither the old Marquis nor his Son were made ac- 


quainted with what bad befallen me, the whole Family 
knew bow dear I was to both, and the Violence the one 
| did himſelf in reſigning me to the other; fo with Rea- 
fon apprehended that neither of them would be able to 


ſuſtaib the Knowledge of what I ſuffer'd. 


It was not, however, poſſible to keep it long a " I 


cret it ſeemed as if what I had done Work'd a Mi- 
Voi . | P | racle. 


The more Difficulty you had in bringing yourſelf 


— A - 
— —— — — — ——— 
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- racle in Favour of the old Marquis, he was viſibly re- 
covered, and every Body pronounced him entirely cut of 
Danger: Which he no ſooner heard than he declared 
his intentions of concluding the Marriage, to the A- 
mazement-of the whole Family, to whom it appear'd 
ſtrange, as well, indeed, it might; that a Man who 
was thought one Day to be on the Brink of Eternity, 
ſhould on the very next reſolve to become a Bridegroom, 
and celebrate his Nuptials on the ſame Day the Contract 
had been ſign'd, yet ſuch were his Orders, and who 
durſt ofter any thing in Oppoſition ! The Prieſt was ſent 
for into his Chamber, and having made the young Mar- 
quis be calPd, my cear Sor, ſaid he, the Proots you 
have given me of your Love and Duty, are, perhaps, 
greater than a Father could expe yet have I one 
more to aſk, and then-all will be fulfill'd it is, con- 
tinued he, that you will take upon you the Office of 
conducting Feaneita hither, that 1 may receive her from 
your Hand though they tell me I am better, I am 
nct certain I may live to another Day, and could not die 
in Peace, without the Conlolation of leaving her the Title 
of Marchioneſs De L—#—. The young Marquis made no 
other Anſwer than a low Bow in token of Obedience, 
nor, indeed, as he has ſince told me, was it in his power 
to have uttered one Word———To conceal his Confu- 
ſion therefore, as well as to ſeem ready to do what he 
knew there was no avoiding, he left the Room preci- 
pitately in Order to fetch me; but how great was his 
Surprize, when entring my Chamber, my Women 
deſired he would tread foftly———what's the Matter, 
cried he, impatiently; my Lady is gone to Bed, aniwered 
one of them, and is, we believe a Sleep————he ex- 
preſt ſome Surprize, that I ſhould go to Bed at ſo early 
an Hour, and preſently ſuſpectipg the Truth, would be 
informed of the Occaſion, on which they were e obliged . 
to tell him the Condition I had been in Alas 
cried he, in a pretty loud Voice, this 1s har I always | 
feared. 
J was not aſleep, and theſe Words made me open 
my Eyes, and put my Head out between the Curtains ; 
1 | 7 
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T ſaw who it was, and reaching my Hand, approach, 


my Lord, ſaid I, you ſeem under ſome Concern, what 


is it you require further from me? Dreading to renew 
my Diſorders, he would not relate the Nature of his 


Meſſage, till he had aſked me ſeveral Queſtions concerning 


my Health, and I, cautious of giving him Diſquiet, 


told him I felt no Pain, and was much better; on 


which he took Courage to inform me on what Buſineſs 
he came, and entrzated me in the moſt moving Terms 
to finiſh what I had fo well begun——my Love and 
Submiſſion to his Will, made me reſolve to do every 
Thing he required, tho? at the expence of my Life, and 
I anſwered him with a greater Calmneſs than I believe 
he expected, that he ſhould have Reaſon to be content, 


and he then went into another Room, while they 


dreſſed me: and as ſoon as I was ready, tho' I had a 
Miſt before my Eyes, a Death-like Dew upon my 
Face, Trembling in every Limb, and all the Symptoms 


of Diſſolution on me, I followed him without Murmur- 


ing at my Fate, and determined, if Life would laſt fo 
long, to force myſelf to compleat the Sacrifice. 


Every thing was ready for the fatal Ceremony; on 
entering the Chamber I was conducted to the Bedſide, 


the Prieſt advanced, the young Marquis let go my Hand, 
and retired te a more diſtant Part of the Room, Ig 
up myſelf and him for loſt all the Courage I had 
aſſumed forſook me | 
and after giving a great Shriek, I fell motionleis to 
the Ground. 3 ce TORT | 
What then was done about me, I was wholly igno- 
rant of, but when I recovered I found myſelf in Bed; 


and ſoon after felt I had a Feyer———the Diſtemper 
was violent, and brought me to the laſt Extremity—— 

my Life for two Days was deſpaired of, bat on the 
third was judged ſomewhat oetter. But how was I 


ſurprized, when waking out of my Sleep, and offering to 
put my Hand out of Bed I found my Arms tied down,— 
I called out to know who had done this, and ſtruggled 


to get free, but the Woman who attended me held the 


Bedcloaths cloſe to me, and begged me with Tears in 


3 I ther 


Cave. 


Reſolution vielded to Nature, 
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their Eyes to lie ſtill, telling me my Liſe depended on 
my being kept warm, and free from the leaſt Breath of 
Air: I then defired to know why my Arms were 
bound, to which they making only evaſive Anſwers 1 
grew impatient, aud would needs be informed of the 
Nature of my Diſeaſe at laſt they told me it 
was the Small- Pox the Small-Pox! cried I, oh! 

then I am dead. No, "Madam, replied a Prieſt, who 

had been called in, if this favourable Turn continues, 
your Phy ſicians ſay, you will be entirely out of Danger 

put thereſore your Conhdence in God, and reſign 

yourſelf to his Diſpoſal both here and hereafter. Ah! 
do not flatter me, dear Father, cried I, let me know | 
the real Truth, that I may do what is | neceſſary for the 

welfare of my poor Soul. 

The good Eccleſiaſtic commended my Piety, and tho” 
he again aſſured me, that it was the Opinion of the 
Dectors that I ſhould recover, yet he ſaid I ought not 
to neglect making the ſame Preparations, as tho 1 were 
certain J muſt that Inſtant be called to appear before the 
dread Tribunal, whence there is no Appeal. This Re- 
Rection indeed 7 me ſo much, that I confeſt my- 
ſelf with Feat Devotion, and muſt avow, tho' ſome 
will call it Superſtition, that from the Moment I had 

cone ſo, I viſibly mended. _ 
My firſt Thoughts as I grew better w ere, whether the 
young Marquis were acquainted with the Nature of my 
Piſtemper or not; I thought it would not be proper to 
alk that Queſtion of thoſe who attended me, and Barbara 
L had not ſeen ſince I was taken ill, which I very much 
wondered at I enquired for her, but they ſaid, that 
finding ſhe could do me no Service in my preſent Condi- 
tion, ſhe was gone into the Country on ſome Buſineſs ſne 
had there } ; but would ſoon return; this ſeemed odd to 

me, but as it was not in my Power to come at the 
Knowledge of any thing but as they pleaſed to tell me, 
I was obliged to reſt myſelf content. | 

At laſt, however, I bethought myſelf of an Expedient: 
J enquired concerning the old Marguis's Health, on 
which they aniWered, that the Accident that Lad hops 


| pens 1 


Virgin's Victor. 317 
pened to me in his Preſence, had like to have coſt him 
his Life; but that now he had been two Days out of 
Danger. And how then, cried I, does his Son ſupport 


the Relapſe of a Father ſo dear to him? He is pretty 
well, ſaid one of my Attendants [ was a little 


ſtartled at the Word pretty abell; does he know the Con - 


dition I am in, faid I ? No, Heaven forbid he ſhould, 
replied ſhe, no body dare inform him of it, leit the 
Conſequences ſhould be fatal. 

This unwary Anſwer, which ſhe that gave as well as 


| the other that ſtood by, endeavoured afterwards to give 


a difterent turn to, convinced me, that my beloved Ad- 
mirer was ſick ; however, as I thought the bet way to 
come at the Truth, was to take no Notice I ſuſpected 


it, I forbore making any further mention of the young 

Marquis; but expretied the utmoſt Impatience for the 

Sight of Barbara, hoping, that to humour me, they 

| would ſuffer her to come, for I could not be brought to 

believe ſhe had quitted the Houſe, and left me in the 
Danger I was apprehended to be. 


So much Diſquiet of Mind, or the Conrſe of the 


Diſtemper, I know not which, brought the Fever again 
upon me, which my good Aunt hearing, would ro 


longer be kept from coming into my Rcom ; as I was 


now given over by the Phyſicians, they did not re 
her, and ſhe was at laſt admitted: She had no foors 


looked upon me, than ſhe cried out, that as ſhe was” 
my Servant, ſhe would have the Management of me, or 


ſhe would tell every Body that they kept her aw Ys 


only becauſe they had a mind to kill me this 


_ Paſſion, and the Belief that whatever was done to me, 
could now neither make me better or worſe, prevailed 
on them, to let her do as ſhe would, which indeed ſaved 


my Life. Indeed the over care which in great Towns 


is taken of ſick People, eſpecially of thoſe in the 


Diſtemper I was in, I am convinced is very often fatal to 
them; my Aunt proceeded with me, in a quite contrary 


manner than they had done; ſhe took cif by degrees 


ſome of the Clothes, with which they had loaded my 


Bed to keep me in a continual. and inceed nmoderat ate 
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Heat- - ſhe ſuffered me to drink a little Wine, and 
to breathe more Air, which it is certain I flood in need 
of; and in fine, ordered me ſo well, that in three Days the 
Fever quite left me———every Body wondered at the 
Change, and my new Nurſe gained great Reputation 
by it as contrary as ſhe had acted to the Rules 
preſcribed by the Phyſicians, they could not but allow 
ihe had been miraculouſly ſucceſsful, and agreed that 1 
was now entirely out of Danger. 

This News being reported to the old Marquis, who 
had been anxious beyond Expreſſion on my Account, 
and had ſent continually to enquire after my Health, was 
tranſported to be told I was likely to recover 7 
- then, laid he, I am happy, and immediately ifpatched | 
Dubois to my Chamber, with this important Meſſage. 

41 come, Madam, ſaid he, from my Lord Marquis 
to o congratulate the Amendment he hears there is in you, 
and to aſſure you from him, that no future Diſquiet ſhall 
ever ariſe to you on his ſcore- he begs you there- 
fore for the ſake of all you hold 5 in the World, to 
contribute all you can to your ſpeedy Recovery, by a 
perfect Eaſe of Mind he bid me alſo add, continued 
ne, that the Time ys now at Hand, in which all the 
Troubles you have undergone ſhall be fully recom- 
Fenſed. 

How ! in what manner, cried . impatiently ? that 
is not for me to reſolve, anſwered Dubois ; but if you 
will take my Opinion, it is in ſuch a way as you will 
have nothing left to wiſn. | 

Eut tre young Marquis, ſaid 1. is he well ? not per- 
Qty, Madam, replied Dubois; but I believe will ſoon 
be in a Condition to wait upon you. I durſt ſay no more, 
my Women were in the Room, nor durſt I diſmiſs 
them, in order to have any farther Diſcourſe with him, 
for fear of giving any Cauſe of Offence, where it fo much 
behoved me to keep well I ſaid no more therefore 
than to give my Duty to the Marquis, and entreat Dubois 


to make my acknowledgments for all his Favours! in the 
belt manner he could. | 


Barbara 


forget your Goodneis 
Duty, anſwered ſhe, fo 3 no Praiſe on that Score 
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bers: after the Succeſs of her Endeavours took fo 


much upon her in my Apartment, and on the old Mar- 


quis's being acquainted with the care ſhe had of me, 
the whole Family had ſuch ſtrict Orders to obey her in 


every thing, that no body durſt approach me without 


aſking her leave, ſo that now we were very often alone 
together I had two great Requeſts to make her, 
but was ſometime before I could bring them out; for 1 
no ſooner began to open my Lip: to aſk her any Que {tions, 
than ine enjoyned me Silence, and told me rey 
peremptorily that I muſt either be ruled or buried 


the Thoughts of Dying terrified me ſo much that I was 


glad to hold my 'Tongue— ſo excellent a Means is 
Fear to render one obed ient. 


I had now been ill thirteen Days, and ſtill I was not 


ſuffered to talk; but at the end of that Time a little 


Liberty of Speech was allowed me 


-1h, my dear 


Barbara, ſaid I, taking her round the Neck, and kiſſing 


and I will never 
have done but my 


her, I owe ny Liſe to 2 


you having nothing to do, but to get well, 2 ard 
then they ſay you will be as happy as a Queen. 


- 


Well, but my good Friend, reſumed J, you mutt gran 
me one Thing, and that will compieat my Cure. 1 
wiſh it does not hinder it, cried ſhe, for PIl lay my 


Life it is ſomewhat about the Marquis, the young one 


1 mean, for as to the old one, I do not ſuppole you are 


under any Concern about him. You are much in 


the right indeed, ſaid I, tell me then, how he is, and 
What he ſays to my Hines. You mult know then, ſaid 


ſhe, looking down on her Fingers, as was always 
her way, when ſhe told an Untruth; he is gone a 
Journey into the Country, but he will come back ſoon 


I hear. Ah! Bar bara, reſumed I, how have I deſerved. 


that you ſhould impoſe upon me ſee now you 
don't love me. When I had ſpoke this, I turned to 
the other fide of the Bed, and pretended to be very 


angry How ſtrange this is, now, ſaid ſhe, i- 


one does not tell you Things you are vexed, and if om: 
| 14 . al. 
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did, it may be that you would vex more—there”s 
no humouring People that have ſuch Fancies in their 
Heads as you have. 

Ihere are many People, who by not telling a Thing 
directly, make it appear rather worſe than it is 
my poor Aunt was of this Number, ſhe would not give 
any Anſwer to my Queſtion for ſear of giving me Pain, 
yet by attempting to conceal what I delired to know, 
made me imagine all that Terror could ſuggeſt. I 
thought no leſs, than that my Lover was dead, or in 
ſuch a Condition that his Life was deſpaired of; but re- 
| ſolving to continue no longer in ſuſpence, well then, 
{aid J, ſince you will not ſatisfy me, I'll riſe this Inſtant 
and go and convince myſelf— Oh, Heaven for- 
bid, cried Barbara, frighted at my Words and the 
Motion I made, as if determined to do as I had ſaid, 

lie ſtill, and compoſe yourſelf, my dear Lady, and if 
you'll promiſe me to put your truſt in God, and not 
torment yourlelf, I will tell you the whole Truth. I 
was too impatient not to promiſe every Thing ſhe de- 
fired on that Condition, but how little was 1 able to 


5 _ fulfil it when ſhe acquainted me with what had happened. 


That dear, that amiable Man, ſhe told me, was 
taken ill the Moment I fainted away; the Conſtraint he 
had put upon himſelf, in giving his Father Proofs of a 
more than filial Affection, joined to the Grief in 
which he ſaw he had involved me, turned all his 
31ood, and threw him into a burning Fever———in his 
Ravings, my Name was continually in his Month, and 
he became at length ſo wild, that for the ſafety of his 
_ Life, they were obliged to bind him; he having in 
one of his Fits broke from thoſe that attended him and. 
Tun to my Apartment, crying out he would ſee me and 
die. This it ſeems happen'd when my Diſtemper 


was at the height, and as he had never had the Small- 
Pox, the Infection ſeized him, and for eight aye: there 
was little hopes of his Life. 

I was obliged to keep my Sighs and Tears during 

this melancholly Account, reſtrained for fear of not 

dann what ſucceeded ſo ſad a beginning 3 but, thank 


Heaven, 
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Heaven, the worſt was paſt, my Aunt aſſured me that 
his Father had ſent him a Mellage, but what it was ihe 
could not learn, that had given a turn to his Diſtemper, 
and he was now in a fair way of Recovery, tho' every 
one ſaid he would be very much marked, and not halt 
ſo handſome as he was. 

Alas! ſaid I, of what Importance is that, provided 
his dear Life be lafe————-How unfortunate am 1 nor 
to be in a Condition to attend him never would 1 
quit his Chamber ———never cloſe my Eyes, till cared 
1 ſhould behold bim living when I waked. I was 


running on in this manner, but Barbara interrupted me, 


DI 
and charged me to compoſe myſeif. I was for making 


ſome reply, but ſhe told me it 1 ſpoke a Word mare, I 


_ mult not expect ſhe would ever give me any farther Ac- 


count of the Marquis; this Menace prevailed upon me, 


and my Tongue was huffled, but my 1 houg hts continued 


as anxious and as active as ever, 
Aſter having revolved a thouſand Things in my 
Mind, I began to remember the other Requeſt I had to 


make, which was to conſult my Looking-Glaſs, that 1 


might judge how far that fatal Enemy to Beauty the 
Small-Pox had ſpared me had often been un- 
eaſy when I reflected that it was poſlible all the little 
Charms J had been Miſtreſs of would vaniſh, and I might 
become diſagreeable, nay even ugly, by the cruel Marks 


it might leave behind—tho' I had never dared to flitter 


myſelf that the old Marquis's Meflage, in which he 
promiſed to make me Recompenſe for the Troubles I 
had ſuſtained, would extend ſo far as to content to my 
Union with his Son, yet it ſhocked me to think that 
the Man who once adored me, mould hereaſter look on 
me with Loathing, ſo that tho' I had Vanity enough 
Heaven knows too much, yet at this Time 1 may 
ſafely ſay my Love, and Delire of being always loved by 
the Marquis, was the ſole Cauſe of my Anxiety on the 
Score of my Face. Heavens ! cried I to my- 
ſelf, how unhappy ſhal! I be, if I become deformed — 
was it not my Beauty that firſt inſpired the Marquis 
with ſo violent a Paſſion for me, and will not my lo{s of 
that Beauty, extinguiſh likewite all the Deſires it 
| P-'5 eee 
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excited it was in vain that I reflected on his 
Generoſity, the Vows he had made of everlaſting Con- 
fancy, when once the Cauſe ceaſed, 1 was aſlured the 
Effects would do fo too. | 
I heard, however, the next Day a piece of News 
which was very agreeable to me it was of the Count 
De Saint FaPs Arrival; 1 was told alſo that he was 
greatly moved at the Recital of what I had gone 
through, and that he ſent his Compliments with an 


Allurance of waiting on me, as ſoon as I allowed any Þ 


one the Liberty of ſeeing me. Nor was this a meer 

Piece of Form, he came ten Times in a Day to my 
Chamber. Door, and then paſt to his Couſin's, divided 
as it were between ue. —ſure never was ſo diſintereſted 
a Friend, nor ſo generous a Rival. 
ns! promiſed myſelf a great deal of gatisfaction in ſeeing 1 

N this amiable Friend, I could depend on his Probity in 
informing me of all I deſired to know; but as the Cu- 
rioſity of diſcovering what Effect the Small- Pox had on 
me, fill remained, I took Courage to beg my Aunt to 
let me have a Looking: Glaſs; with a good deal of 
| Difficulty ſhe complied, but ſoon repented it, for I was 
ſo much ſurprized at the hideous Roughneſs of my Skin, 
which beſore had been fo delicately ſmooth, that I 
A1creamed out, and let fall the Glaſs. I thought 
what would come on't, ſaid Barbara, picking up the 
Pieces you are much better for your Curioſity— 
I warrant now you think your pretty Face is quite 
ſpoiPd ? but I know that you'll be as handſome as 
ever thanks to my care I was ſo pers 
ſuaded ſhe deceived me in this Particular, that I 
ſell into Tears, which made her Murmur at me 
grievouſſy: in order to make my Peace with her, I 


pPromiſed to be very patient fer the future on condition 


the would let me ſee myſelf again — and ſhe 

brought me another Glaſs, whether what ſhe faid had 

prejudiced me, or that 1 really did not appear ſo fright- 

ful, as TI fince have ſeen ſome do, I know not, but I was 
much better contented than I had been found my Fea- 

_ tures were not ſwelbd—that my Eyes retained all their 
| former 


8 
r 
1 


F maſt leave you to pueſs at it— 
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| former Fire and Sweetneſs, and lifting up one of the 


dried Pocks, found my Skin was ſmooth underneath—— 


this gave me a ne Life as it were——all my Diſquiet 
vaniſhed ; but it furniſhed me afterward with matter of 


Reflection on the Weakneſs of Humanity, which ſuffers 
itſelf to be elated or depreſſed by the meereſt 'Trifles—in 
fine, we are but Children at all Ages Toys are 
till our Purſuit, and however they differ in their Form, 
and Name, their eſſential Worth is much the fame. _ 
The next Day I was agreeably ſurprized with a 


Billet wrote by the young Marquis's own Hand, whici 


contributed more to my Re-Efabliſhment than all 


the Doctors in the World could 7 done. "+ ho 


Lines it contained were thele : 


To the Joel. Jeanetta, 
TH E News that you were uon Recovery, has worked 
a perfect Cure on me; if your Action is equal do 


mint, ab 1 now ſend will have the ſame happy Effect 
on jou 


zbere I not bound to Secrecy, I could add 
fonrwbut 7 flatter myſelf would haſten it but 
that is a Pleaſure my Father has reſerved to himfolf, ard 
adieu, my Charmer 
malte me eaſy by knowing you are- ſo. 


Tours 


. 


What had I not to hope from this Letter 
did it not ſeem to tally with the Meſſage ſent to me by 
the old Marquis! could I have been blamed if 
J had indulged the moſt flattering Ideas my Lover 
bids me gueſs, cried I to myſelf: what can I gucis 
ſo fortunate for both, as that his Father, touched with his 


Piety, will no longer be an Obſtacle to our mutual 


Wiſhes ! 


but then the fatal Paſſion he 3s poſſeſt of 


for me,—has it not already brought him to the Brink cf 


the Grave will he in order to relign me, 3 
himſelf to Death ?J—or will that dutiful that 
tender Son conſent he ſhould do fo 1 the more!ñ⁵⁵ 

| 1 5 . W 1 
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thought, the more I was confounded 
Enigma paſt my Power to explain, and I at laſt, tho“ 
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it was an 


with much Difficulty, reſolved to wait with Patience 


till Time ſhould produce the Event. 


Saint Fal was now permitted to come into my 


Chamber, and I hoped to learn from him the Truth of 
what I was ſo nearly concerned in; and all he could in- 
ferm me was, that the moſt piealing Serenity ſat on 


the Countenances of both the old, and young Marquis; 


that the former had told him, he had never known ſo 


perfect a Satisfaction as he now enjoyed, and the latter 


entertained him with nothing but Diſcourſes on me, yet 


ſuch as were far from ſeeming the Dictates of a diſap- 
pointed Love————this ſtill added to my Hopes, yet 
dared | not too far give way to them: — I thought 
proper to anſwer the Marquis's Letter, but was at a 
loſs for terms to expreſs myſelf in my preſent Situation, 
——to write to him as a Lover, would ill become a 
Woman, who was contracted to his Father, and I had 


been ſo accuſtomed to treat him as ſuch, that it ſeemed 


aukward to Cepart from it. I ſtudied a Medium, 


however, as much as poſſible, and expreſſed myſelf in 
this Manner. PD Ter a So IO | TE : | 


To the Marquis De Lm——_/—, 
TF the Deſire of obeying your Commands could reſlore 


my Health, I ſhould be able this Moment to tell you in 
Perſon how much J rejoice in the Recovery of Yours; but 


we muſt both attend on Time for that, as aucll as an Ex- 


Flanation of thoſe pleaſing, and at once ambiguous Hopes 


your Letter contains He afſured of this, however, 


that all my Wiſhes are centered in your Happineſs, and 


. whatever contributes to that darling Point, will be ever _ 


_ grateful ta 


Yours © 


Jeanetta De 3 
P. 8. 
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P. S. As greath as I awiſh to ſee you, I am certain? 
gh have ſufficient Reaſons for Mortification, oben 1 
do the few Charms I was once Miſtreſs of, are 
now no more; but as I valued them only as they ſecured 


the Affection of one Perſon, if by other Motives 5 hs 
of him, 1 Hall litile regard the bs of Beauty. | 


--T entreated Monſieur De Saint Fal, to be the Bearer 
of this Billet, and to let me know what his Couſin ſaid | 
concerning it: He promiſed to give me an exact Ac- 
count, and I knew him too well not to depend e | 

on him. | 
He ſtayed ſome time before he returned, and never 
did any Moments ſeem more tedious Alas! cried I 
to myſelf, the very Idea of my being leſs handſome 
has perhaps done more than all the Obſtacles our Love 
has met with has had power to do what now 
avails it, tho' the old Marquis, in conſideration of the 
Sorrows he has occaſioned me, ſhould conſent to our 
Marriage, if he himſelf ſhould grow averſe to it—— 
Ves, I am loſt, if Beauty was the ſole Attraction 
Men, ee e of his Age, are guided by meer Outhde 5 
1 where the Eye is not pleaſed they give them 
ſelves not the trouble of examining whether the Defi- 

ciences of the Form are not atoned for by the Riches of 
the Mind——yet, continued I, my dear Marquis, 
ſeems to have more elevated Ideas——he has a thouſand 
Times ſworn, that it was my Soul he loved, and that 
remains the ſame, tho' it may ceaſe to ſhine with ſo 
much Energy through my Features, as before this 
cruel Diſtemper ſeized me. 8 
In theſe Meditations, the Count found me, and 
brought an Anſwer with him which quieted all my 
Doubts. T heſe were the Wards: 
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To the ever charming Teanetta. 


| IJ H 11 E I cannot fee yourſelf, to ſee any Thing 
Vm you is the firſiof my Wiſhes, and of my Hap- 
 pineſs———n0t a Syllable wrote by that dear Hand, 
and diftated by that dear Heart ; but is a Cordial be- 
youd all can be adminifired————my Strength and Spirits 
are encreaſed to a double Propotion of what they were two 
Hours ago, and as I deſign to make your Letter the En- 
tertainment of the whale Night, I doubt not if by To- 
morrow T ſhould be able to walk as far as your Chamber ; 
if the abominable roughneſs of my Face did not make me 
fearful of Frighting you, inſtead of affo ding that Satis= _ 
faction which it's my ſole Ambition always to give, to 
5 the lovely Jeanetta's | 


Moft truly devoted, | 


_— 


P. 8. I ought to chide you for your cruel Poſtcrip. 

do you know me ſo little as to imagine any Alteration in 
your Perſon, can ab«te a Paſſion, which has Virtue, and 
the higheſi Reaſon jor its Foundation? No, Jeanetta, 


your Soul wwill be forever lovely, and requires not the 


Aſfihance of any exterior Charms to bed itjelF to a Heart 
lite mine hope you are of the ſame way of Thinking 
on my Score- elſe mow ſhall TI appear before you, 

thus changed, thus deformed as I am in every thingy 
in which the ye is concerned, „ 


When 1 had imiſhed reading this agreeable Billet, 
the Count De Saint Ful fell a laughing very heartily 
your Letter to my Couſin, ſaid he, occalioned a diverting 
Scene, it ſeems you diſcovered In it ſome Apprehenfions 


of being lefs beautiful than you were, on which he im- 


mediatly called for a Looking- Clas, and having exa- 
mined himſelf, cried out, O, how will the charming 
Jeanelta, be ever able to look upon me again 


after a little Raillery on the Subject of Beauty, we both 


mach leſs render diſagreeable what was once the con- 
trary. 


three Times a Day, and as often reported what 
Meſſages I choſe to have delivered to him; and it is 
Certain this tender Intercourſe racy contributed to both 
our Recover ies. 


ronquire after my Health, and bid him deſire me from 
him to contribute all in my own Power to get well again, 


till I was in poſſeſſion of———theſe Meſſages were 
ſtill more and more flattering to my Hopes, yet durſt 


pearance of it till I came. He added, that tho“ he was 
forbid ſeeing me till farther Orders he was not troubled 
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it is impoſſible ſhe can know me——he run on for 
half an Hour together I believe in theſe kind of Ex- 
clamations, then ſat down to write, and I dare anſwer, 
that if you confeſs the Truth he has attacked you with 


your own Weapons. | 
I laughed at what Monſieur De Saint Fal ſaid, and 


concluded that where Love was perfect and fincere, no 
alteration of Perſon either by Time, Sickneſs, or any | 
other Accident, could in the leaſt abate the Purity of it, 


After this I paſt my Time with as much Tranquillity 
as could be expected from my Situation; the good- 
natured Saint Fal brought me the News of the Marquis 


The old Marquis ſent his Valet de Chamber every Day 
for he has a Preſent to make me, which he was impatient 


not J build too much apor them for r of a 
pointment. | 
The firſt Day I fat up, Dubois came from the young To 
Marquis to let me know he had received a Viſit from his 
Father, who was perfectly recovered : He confeſſed that 
this Sight had given him a double Pleaſure, as he con- 
ſidered he owed the Obligation to me, who under Heaven 
had reſtored him to this new Life, having little ap- 


at it, nor would have me be ſo, for there were Reaſons _ 
for that Command which would not be diſpleafing to 
me in the end. The old Marquis, ſaid Dubois, is poſi- 
tive in whatever he has a Mind to do, and will be 


obeyed, 


ing⸗- 
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obeyed, but then he is always juſt 
Afternoon into the Country, and tho' I cannot ſay 1 
am acquainted with the Motives of his going, yet I 


have ſome ſort of a Gueſs at them, and if I am right, 
we ſhall hear from him again in leſs than eight and 


_ forty Hours -He is a Man who affects to be myſte- 


rious to the laſt Moment, but it would be to injure him 
do ſay ne is ever obſtinately in the wrong, or ever to be 


_ difſuaded from what is right. 


I then aſked Dubois it he thought I ſhould he the old 
No, anſwered he, 
it is not to be expected, for he dreads a ſick Perſon like 
never did he give ſo great a Proof of 
his Tenderneſs for my Lord, as in the Viſit he made 
him this Morning; but if you had ſeen the Precautions he 
took before he would venture into the Chamber, you 


Marquis before his Departure 


Death itſelf 


would not have been able to refrain from Laughing. 


This faithful Servant alſo acquainted me, that the 
Count De Saint Fal accompanied him out of Town, 
thoc', ſaid he, I believe the young Lord is little ſatisfied 


| with the Journey, tho' his Duty and Complaiſancet to his 
Uncle have made him comply with it. 


We were diſcourſing in this Manner, when ſomebody 


| knocked at my Chamber, and my Aunt going to ſee 
Who was there, it was immediately thrown wide open, 


by one of the old Marquis's Valet de Chambers. Ah! 


cried Dubois, it is my old Lord himſelf, come to bid you 
adieu, his AﬀeCtion muſt indeed be great to ſurmount z 


his Apprehenſions. 


It wasindeed the Marquis, who Ropping about five or 
ſix Paces from the Door, called out, I am come to 
know how you do, charming Feanetta, and to take my 


leave. I then turned to him, and congratulated him on 
his Recovery. I have much to ſay to you on that 


Head, replied he, and many others at eur next Meet- 
I amnow going into the Country, but we ſhall 
in the mean Time I will 


ſoon ſee each other again 
| ſend a Lady to keep you Company- one who is a 
dear Friend of yours, and whom you little expect 


| Farewel, "Ivey FAG, take care of yourſelf, and 


remember 


He goes this 
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remember he deſires it of you, who has it in his Power 
to recompenſe any compliance you make our 
Separation will be but ſhort. In ſpeaking theſe laſt 
Wards he made a low Bow and retired. | 
Saint Fal came the Moment after to bid me adieu— 
in entring, ſo beautiful Feanetta, ſaid he, my Uncle 
has been to viſit you ?!———1I was amazed to find he 

could ſo far overcome his Fears. It is a very great 
Obligation he lays me under, anſwered IJ, but can't you | 
inform me, who this Friend is, that he has promiſed to 

ſend. No, reſumed the Count, he has not let me into 
the Secret, but I wonder not at it, he loves to ſurprize 

every body. It muſt certainly be Saint Agnes, cried I, 
that he means. That is impoſſible, replied he, for he 

is gone out of Town with her Huſband I faw them 
both ſince my return: and they deſired I would make 
W in their Names, aflurances of an everlaſting F riend- 

ihip.. | 
As it was inpalible for 1 me, to 1 who the 
5 Marquis meant, I reſolved to think as little as I could of 

it, and indeed the manner of Saint Fal's taking his 
leave, and his generous Reſolution to make Love recede 

to Friendſhip was ſo moving, chat it for a Time baniſhed | 

every thing elſe from my Mind. f 

| I had but juſt dined when my Aunt acquainted me 

N a Lady enquired, whether ſhe could ſee me without 
giving me any uneaſineſs. As I did not doubt, but it 
was the ſame the Marquis had mentioned, my anſwer 
; was that I was impatient for her Company. I was 
F fo indeed out of Curioſity, but had I been able to 
*F gueſs who ſhe was I ſhould have looked on every 
Minute as an Age, till I had her with me, It is wholly 

im poſſible to expreſs my Tranſports when ſhe appeared, 
and I found it was my dear Patroneſs and Friend, the 
excellent Madam De G I ſcreamed out for Joy, 

and run upon her with open Arms——we held each 

other for ſome Moments in the moſt ſtrict Embrace, 

without either of us being able to ſpeak. The Pleature 

of meeting after ſo long an Abſence was too great for 

| Words —at laſt I broke out Is it you, Ny. 

ay, *. 
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Nay then I ſhall begin to think Fortune is grown 
weary of perſecuting me, fince I have found you a- 
gain———in all the dreadful Tryals J have undergone 
 fince I was torn from you, my Mind has ever pre- 
ſerved your dear Idea Your precious Picture, the 


Pledge of your Friendſhip to me, I have kiſs'd a thou- 


ſand Times, and ſaid as many Prayers for its Original. 


Poor Thing, cried Madam De Como; thou art fill. 


the ſame grateful, kind Creature, nor have I leſs re- 
membered thee- tho "till this Day deſpairing of 
the Happineſs I now en | 

Near an Hour was paſt in mutual Endearments, 


but as deſirous as I was of being informed, how I came 
to heobliged to the old Marquis, for the Pleaſure of ſeeing 
her, good Manners rendered it neceſſary I ſhould, 


_ firſt, enquire aſter her Daughter, and Monkeur De G—; 


| they are both well, anſwered ſhe, and impatiently ex- 


pect your Company at our Country-Seat. How ! ſaid 


long. You ſeem ſurprized, continued ſhe, but aſk 


no Queſtions 1 have promiſed vecreys and you 


: know I never break my Word. 


So many Precautions taken to keep me from the 
knowledge of what was decreed for me, gave me ſome 


little Uneaſineſs; I confeſt it to my dear Friend, but 
ſhe re-afſured me by theſe Words; you have no Reaſon 
to be alarmed, ſaid ſhe, you may be certain I ſhould 
never have been choſe for an Inſtrument in any thing 


to your diſadvantage. But, Madam, anſwered I, vou 
know not perhaps that the Situation you find me in is 


owing to what I have undergone from both the old 
and young Marquis. Yes, ſaid that worthy Lady, 


I am acquainted with the minuteſt Circumſtan: ces. of 
every thing 


but it was your own Fault— 
\ Your Apprehenſions were too precipitate, and threw 


Fou into a real ill, inſtead of an imaginary one.— 
But I have ſaid too much, continued ſhe, if you have 
: my Eſteem for me alk me no farther Queſtions— ä 
my 


I, ſhall I be ſo happy to be again under your Pro- 
tection? Yes, my dear Feanetta, replied fhe, *tis on 
that Account I am come, but 1 ſhall not en oy you 
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my Love for you makes me diffident of myſelf, and 1 
will never forgive you, if you take any Advantage of 
it to the prejudice of my Honour, which I once more 
repeat is given to preſerve an inviolable Secrecy in this 
Affair. OTIS by Te. 
I too well knew her to perſevere in my Enquiries, 
and notwithſtanding a Curioſity which might be allow'd | 
me, in a Matter of ſuch Moment, I reyer ſpoke one 
Syllable more, which ſhould make her think I ſhould 
be glad if ſhe would break through her Engagement. 
I aſked a thouſand Pardons for my Imprudence, and 
| proteſted ſhe ſhould have no future Reaſon to compiain 
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of M2+———She took me in her Arms, and expreſs'd 
the utmoſt Concern, for being obliged to be ſo much 
on the reſerve with me, declaring ſhe had an entire Con- 
fidence in me, of which the would ſoon give me con- 
vincing Proofs, and that nothing but rendering herſelf 
unworthy of my Friendſhip, by forfeiting her Honour, 
could make her conceal any thing fromme. 
This dear Friend never quitted my Chamber all the 
time I was obliged to continue in it —— At length the 
Strength of my Conſtitution, the ſweet Society of ſo a- 
miable a Companion, and the Meſſages I every Day re- 
ceived from my dear Marquis, fully re-eſtabliſhed me 
My very Looks were ſo much the ſame, that except a 
little Redneſs, it was ſcarce diſcernable I had ever had 
the Small-pox: And I diverted myſelf very much, in 
reflecting how much I ſhould ſurprize my Lover, when 
he ſhould ſee how favourably I had been treated by that 
terrible Diſtemper. I knew very well it was my Mind 
he moſt eſteemed, but I alſo knew, that a fine Jewel 
vell-let is much more to be prized, than when obſcured 
by the bungling Workmanſhip about it 1 
Madam De G——— now finding me fit to go abroad, 
_ afſk'd me if I was willing to accompany her to her 
_ Caſtle, where we were io much deſired: I told her 
that nothing could be more pleaſing to me; and *tis not 
to be doubted but I ſpoke the Truth, ſince it was there 
I ”_ 1 to hope the Myſtery of my Fate would be un- 
d velled. | | | > r 
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The Day before we were to ſet out, I begged the 
would permit me to go to Church, and render Heaven 
thoſe Thanks, I ought to do, and give the Charities 


which my Recovery demanded 
that when one receives a great Benefit, one ought to con- 


fer ſuch Benefits on others, as are in our Power, and 
Madam 
applauded my pious Reſolution, and told 
me ſhe would accompany me in the Performance, and add 
to the Alms I intended to give; for, ſaid ſhe, I look 
on your Recovery as a Bleſſing to myſelf, and therefore 
_ ought to give Thanks for it, and alſo make the poor 
Perſevere in 


J could never diſpenſe with this Duty 


in ſome Meaſure partakers of it 
your Piety, my dear Feanetta, ſaid ſhe, it is that which 


gives you a title to the proteQtion of all diſpoſing 


Providence——— it is that which has preſerved you 


amidſt ſo many Dangers, and it is to that you will 
_ undoubtedly owe the happy End of all your Troubles. 
Alas, I little thought my truly ſincere Deſign of pa 
ſing this Day in a kind of holy Repoſe, would have 
met with any Interruption, and that of ſuch a Nature, : 
as threatned me with ending it in a Priſon. _ . 
After having received the Euchariſt, I tarried a little 
to meditate on the ſacred Ceremony, when all on a ſud- 
den I found myſelf pull'd by the Sleeve, I was ſome- 


what ſurprized at the Liberty taken with me, and turn- 


ing my Head ſaw a Woman, to en Face I was ut- 
terly a Stranger. 
Very well, Madam, ſaid ſhe, I am glad we have met 
at laſt, now it will be proved who is the true Counteſs 
my Reader will eaſily judge without 


my making any Deſcription the Fright 1 was in 


I could not ſpeak one Word, but roſe and puſh'd from her 
with all my Strength, till I got to Madam De G——— 
who was at ſome Diſtance from me — ſhe ſaw me 
pale and trembling, and as I had related to her, what 
happened to me before on Account of that unlucky _ 
and 
ſhe underſtood the Cauſe of this Change in my Counte- 
nance. She bid me not be. alarmed, and we both made 


Name, I only ſaid the Counteſs De Roches, 


| want 


it was my Opinion,- 
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what haſte we could out of the Church. 'The Perſon 
that had given me this Confuſion, did not follow me ; 
but as I afterwards found kept her Eye conſtantly upon 
me, and when we were preſſing through the Croud to 
reach Madam De G————s Coach, which waited for 
us, we heard a Voice cry, ſtop ſtop the fictitious 
Counteſs De Roches: She had told her Story to the 
People about the Door, and all Eyes were turned 
upon me ; but the Equipage of Madam De G- | 
kept us from receiving any Inſult, but from one Man 
who cryed, I ought to be detain'd till a Commiſlary 
ſhould be brought: How ridiculous a thing would that 
be, cryed my dear Friend! The Woman who makes 
this Clamour may, perhaps, be deceived by ſome Reſem- 
blance between this Lady and the Perſon ſhe men- 
tions; but I will aniwer, that it would be highly dange- 
rous for any who ſhall dare to affront us. Theſe Words 
ſpoke with a reſolute and  Gefermn's Air, joined with 
the Figure Madam De . and her Attendants 
made, ſilenced the Fellow, but not the Counteſs, whoſe 
Cries purſued us, after we got into the Coach.- 
We drove, however, at too great a Rate for any one 


© 
to overtake us; though one of the Footmen told us, 


that two Serjeants, who were accidentally paſſing by, and 
heard the Complaint, followed us a conſiderable way. 
We arrived ſafe at the Marquis's, but I could not pre- 
ſently get rid of my Fright, and, indeed, the Affair 
might have been of very ill Conſequence ; fo dangerous 
as well as filly a thing it is to aſſume another Perſon's 
Name, though done with no Delign of ta, any 
One. 
The next Day we ſet out, and as ſoon as we were out 
of Paris, Madam De G———faid the Tediouſneſs of 
the Journey would require ſomething to amuſe me : Hi- 
therto, faid ſhe, I have had no Opportunity to entertain 
you with any thing concerning myſelf, and it is but 
jalt I ſhould put the ſam? Confidence in you, that 
you have always done in me: I will, therefore, continued 
this amiable Lady embracing me, give you a little De- 
tail of what 1 have gone reer lince we ſaw each 


1 other, 
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other. I made her thoſe pages. rag her Good- 
neſs demanded from me, and told her that any thing 
relating to her, would be in an inexpreſſible manner in- 
tereſting to me; on which ſhe began the little Narrative 
the had promiled, in thele Turin, 


The Hiſtory of Monfieur De G —. 


OV are no Stranger, ſaid ſhe, to the Diſpoſition 
of Monſieur De G-———, nor to his amorous 


| Inclinations, fo will eaſily imagine I am going to enter- 
rain you with his Gallantries : Heaven only knows how 
greatly I have ſuffer'd by them; for you are the firſt to 
whom I ever divulged this Error in his Nature; and 


contented myſelf with ſecretly bewailing my Misfortune, 
and beſeeching Heaven to put an end to it. I muſt, 


indeed, do him the Juſtice to ſay, he behaved to me 
with the greateſt Reſpect, and that in part compenſated 
| for the want of that Tenderneſs, which I was ſenſible 
he beſtowed elſewhere ; but at laſt even that was with- 


drawn, I obſerved a vidhle Change in his Looks, and 


manner of ſpeaking to me ; he now was not only cold, 
but alſo rugged and churliſh, whenever I came into his 
Preſence, nothing that I could ſay, or do was pleaſing to 
him; and I began to tremble, leſt I ſhould loſe all his 
Friendſhip as well as Love. I thought he muſt now 
have an Amour with ſome Woman, who had either Me- 
rit, or Artifice enough to engage his ſerious Affection, 
and that I ought to ſearch into it, and try all oy” Ef- 


forts to win him from ſo formidable a Rival. 
Bat, alas ! how difficult a Taſk this was, I need not 


tell you, who knew fo well his Secrecy in Matters of this 


kind; I Was, therolore, very much at a Loſs how to 
| proceed, 


tior 


Virgin's Victory. 335 


proceed, that I might come at the Certainty of what 1 


was ſo deeply concern'd in. That he was paſſionately 
in. Love all his Actions denoted ne was hardly 
ever at Home, and when he was ſo, ſullen, peeviſh, and 
ſometimes extremely melancholly. I had no room 
to doubt of my Misfortune, but the Author of it was 


hid in Clouds. —T endeavour'd to gain ſome of his Ser- 


vants, who I knew were in the Secret, but to no Pur- 
poſe ; they were more in his Intereſt than mine, and my 

Enquiries, which they doubtleſs inform'd him of, ſerved 
only to render him more cautious, and at the ſame time 


encreas'd his IIl-Humour to me; this threw me into very 


great Agitations, nor could I {ee any way to extricate 
myſelf. 


I was one Day extremely melancholy, and had re- 


tired to my Cloſet, to give a looſe to my Complaints, 
on Account of ſome very unkind Speeches I had that 
Morning been treated with, by Monſieur De G . 
Chriſtina, that truſty Servant who you cannot but re- 


member, ſince it was ſhe whom J entruſted to bring you 
from the Convent, came in and found me in this Condi- 
tion. She preſs'd me ſo earneſtly to reveal the Occaſion, 
that moved by the Grief ſhe ſhewed, and convinced of 
her Fidelity, I diſcovered the whole Affair to her, which 


as ſoon as I had done. Ah, my dear Lady, cryed ſhe, 
you are too good, and have too long ſubmitted to the 
Caprices of an unworthy Huſband. inſtead of 
Tears and Lamentations which may prejudice your 


Health, you ſhould rather think of ſome way to put an 


End to his Irregularities. 

Alas, Chriſtina, replied I, what is it in my Power to 
do. is it poſhble for me to prevent his liking ano- 
ther Woman and flighting me 
ſaid ſhe,. in my Opinion, Men are juſt what we pleaſe 
to make them 
and as meanly cringing when we exert ourſelves 
too much Tenderneſs on our ſide, is the ſure way to 


deſtroy theirs ; and Indifference the only way to preſerve 


any ſort of Equality with them, 
Thou 


Yes, Madam, 


haughty when we are ſubmiſſive, 
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Place, 
his Paſſion for his Miſtreſs, and make him more in love 
with me than ever. That would be extremely difficult, 
replied I, for two Reaſons; the moſt important of 
which is, I have no longer that blooming Youth ſo en- 
chanting to Mankind. Ah! Madam, cried 
Chriſtina, interrupting me, you are ſtill as beautiful as 


__ Chriſtina, after having pauſed a little 
have little Experience of Mankind, I know there is a 
Pride in them, which renders them impatient of con- 


— — 
— — 
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Thou ſpeakeſt, anſwer'd I, like one who. has never 


been a Wife, or rather if thou hadit a Mind rather to 


divert my Troubles, than wert able to ofter any thing 
for their Mitigation. If I cannot do the latter, ſaid 


_ ſhe, indeed it would be ſome Pleaſure to me to think I 
could the former; but yet I cannot help imagining, that 


if it were poſſible for me, to be in your Ladyſhip's 
I would ſoon cure Monſieur De G 


4 


The other Reaſon, reſumed 1, with- 


an Angel. — 


out taking any Notice of this Piece of Flattery ; Mon- 
fieur De G— —was always a Lover of Variety, and 
this Foible is ſo engrafted with his Nature, that I have 
the leaſt hope he can ever throw it off; ſo that could I | 
diſcover the Object of his preſent Flame, and by any 


Stratagem make him become aſhamed or weary of 
it, the Conſequence of my Endeavours would be only to 
make him transfer it on ſome other, and but the more 


eſtrange him from me, eſpecially if he found out that I 
made any Noile of it. ” 


I allow this Obſervation to be juit, Madam, ſaid 


troul.— I would never, therefore, adviſe a Wo- 
man to appear to lay any Reſtraint upon her Huſband, 
for as they never will acknowledge themielves guilty 


though never ſo glaringly ſoz they make an Accuiation 
an Excuſe for their Extravagancies, exclaim in Publick 
againſt the III Humour of the Perſon they injure, and 
treat her inſupportably in private. 


ſtacles laid in their way, frequently give freſh Vigour to 
nclination, and give a double Relith to Enjoyment, ſo 
that Stratagem, and that alſo very cloſely carried, on is 


I 


the ſafeſt way a Woman can proceed, 


„ 


—though I 


Nay, the Ob- [ 
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I knew this Girl had been well educated, and had 
Wit; but had not expected ſo much good Underſtand- 


ing as I now found her Miſtreſs of. 
tirely to her Opinion, but told her as I had obſerved the 


Maxims ſhe now mention'd, yet found them without 
Succeſs, I could not ſee which way I could proceed to 


reap any Advantage. There are ſome Occaſions, Ma- 
dam, anſwer'd ſhe, when it is right to deviate from the 


common Rules of Prudence; but the great Art i is to find 


out the fit Time for it. 


Permit me, Madam, continued ſhe, perceiving I'was 


5 ſilent and ſeem'd penſive, before I preſume to offer my 


little Advice for the reſtoring your Tranquility to amuſe 


you with an Adventure, I had ſometime ago with Mon- 
ſieur De G 
ing to diſturb your Peace, and thought I ought to be fa- 


tisfied with the Conſciouſneſs of having behaved as was 
my Duty without acquainting you with it —At 
that time I knew not you had any Suſpicion of his Fi- 


delity, though I knew he gave but too much Reaſon for 


it, and was fearful of creating in you any Diſquiet on 


that Score, though he gave me very cruel Motives of 


Complaint; but as I find now your Ladyſhip is 


no longer deceived by his Pretences, I think it pro- 
per you ſhould not be ignorant of what is in my Po- 


were to reveal, becauſe it may give you ſome Hints 


what Courſe will be moſt likely to reclaim him. 
Here ſhe ceas'd attending my Permiſſion, which I 
immediately gave her, and was, indeed, not a little 
impatient to hear what ſhe had to ſay. 

1 was not quite Sixteen, faid ſhe, when Monſieur D- 


G -happening J ſuppoſe to have a Vacancy in his 


Het, which any new Object might fill up, took 
a Fancy to me. You may remember, Madam, I had 


| not then the Honour to be ſo near your Ladyſhip's Per- 


ſon, as I am at preſent: My Buſineſs was to attend 


your Daughter, and wholly taken up with pleaſing her, 


my Ambition extended no farther, and as I was never 


much guilty of diving into things in which I had no 
Concern, I penetrated not into the Affairs of the Fa- 


mily, nor had n of any of that Talk of Monſieu 


Vo L, II. Q D 


L agreed en- 


-. I never mention'd it before ſear- 
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Shape, and Eyes full of Spirit. and Sweetneſs. 
wiſh no greater Pleaſure than to gaze upon them at full 


De 6 —Amours, as I fince have done, and for 


that Reaſon was the more ſurprized, at what afterwards 
befell me on his Account. 


One Day when my young Lady was gone with you 


to the Opera, Monſieur De G———came into my 
Chamber, where I was ordering ſome little things of my 
own in her Abſence. What are you alone, Chriſtina, 
faid he How happens it you are not with my 
Daughter at the Opera? Are you not fond of Muſick, 
or is my Wife ſo barbaroug, as to deny you that Plea- 
ſure ?———T knew not well what I faid, I was fo 
much ſurprized at ſeeing him in my Chamber ; ; but the 
Purport of my Anſwer was that you were too good to all 


your Family, to refuſe them any convenient Satisfaction: 


Indeed, Madam, continued ſhe, my Confuſion was ſo 
great at the Honour he did me in ſpeaking to me, which 
before that time he had never done, that I believe I 
lock' d filly enough, to make him imagine I ſhould rea- 
dily yield to any thing he ſhould propoſe. 
Il perceived he look id at me with the utmoſt Aiten- 
tion, ſeeming to meaſure me with his Eyes from Head 
to Foot, the more Eagerneſs he expreſs'd in viewing me, 
you are 
very beautiful, Chriſtina, ſaid he, taking hold of my 
[ think it is an Injuſtice in Fortune to 
ſuffer a Girl of ſo much Merit to be in the Station you 
are; and am determined to make you happier than you | 
rould ever expect to be. Your Honour is very generous, | 
ſaid I, bluſhing, to take any Thought cf ſo inſignificant 
2 Creature as I am. I know not, reſumed he, how 
mean an Opinion others may have of you, but I ſee no- 


the more my Conſternation encreaſed - 


Hand. 


you havea fine Com- 
a moſt ien 
1 


thing in all Paris ſo amiable- 
plection regular Features 


Liberty hy do you turn your Head away ? con- 


tinued he, coming nearer to me, I muſt not be denied a 
K iſs from thoſe little pretty pouting Lips.— 


Heaven's ſake, Monſieur, cry'd I, leave me, if my 
young Lady's Governeſs ſhould happen to come, and 


lee your Honour here, and inform your Lady, what 


Would 


For 


[: 
[ 
l 
8 
* 
d 
1t 
1 
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would become of me, - fear nothing, reply'd he, 
J have a Servant that watches on the Stairs, and will 
give me Notice of any Interruption. In ſpeaking this, 


he not only kiſs'd me with a Vehemence which J 


could not approve; but alſo pull'd my Handkerchief on 


one Side, and was about to put his Hand into my Bo- 


ſom; I thought it was time for me now to be very loud, 
in hopes that the fear of being heard would oblige him 


to retire; but I was miſtaken, he had took the wicked 


Precaution to ſend moſt of the Servants out of the way 
on various Pretences, and I found myſelf too much in 
his Power; for though I had cry'd out twice no body 


appear'd to my Aſſiſtance, and he was proceeding to 


Extremities.— [ was in the utmoſt Terror, but 
did not loſe a Preſence of Mind which alone could have 


ſaved me if you have that Regard for me you pre- 


tend, fail I, you will give me firſt ſome Reaſon to be 
| convinced of it. 


Take me out of the Servitude J 
am in, and I ſhall believe you love me, and will be 
yours in the Way you deſire. With all my Heart, re- 
ply'd he, make your Terms, let me but enjoy your 
Love, and all you can demand ſhall be ſettled on yon, 


beyond even my own Power of taking it from you. 


Well then, faid I, you ſhall give me a hundred Lewis 


D'Ors by way of earneſt, and after that prepare a 
| Houſe for me to live in above Contempt. I agree, 


ery'd he, quite tranſported, and taking me in his Arms; 
no, faid I, drawing back, no Favours till I have the 
Money. Well, reſumed he, a little ſurprized, I 
believe, to find I was ſo much more forward than he 
had Reaſon to expect on firſt attacking me, and withal 
fo cunning and mercenary, you might have depended 


on my Word, loving you as I do; but ſince you inſiſt 


upon it, I'll run to my Cloſet for the Money and be 


with you again in a Moment. 


He was no ſooner out of my n, than I flew up 
Stairs to one of your Women, who at that time lay ill, 
and by Conſequence I was ſure to find. He'll not 


come after me here, ſaid I to myſeif, and Pl take care 
never to be alone again. 


Qz 
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I took, indeed, ſo much Precaution, and was always 


ſo much upon Guard, that for ſeveral Months he could 
not get an Opportunity of ſpeaking one Word to me; 


though he made many Contrivances, all which I baffled | 


by the Aſſiſtance of my Guardian-Angel. 


I began at laſt to flatter myſelf, that tired with ſo 


many fruitleſs Attempts he had given it over, and 
thought of me no more; when as I was riſing one Morn- 


ing, I heard him in my young Lady's Room: A Wain- 


ſcot Partition only dividing the two Chambers, not a 
Word that paſs'd eſcap'd me. I was not ſurpriz'd at 


his being up ſo early, for I knew he never lay long; 
but it ſeem'd a little ſtrange that he came into his 


Daughter's Apartment at that Hour, and that the Door 
Was open'd without my being call'd. 5 


At firſt I could not tell what to think, as Mademoi- 


ſelle Mignon was too young and innocent, to apprehend | 
any thing of that kind her Father had in his Head; 1 
knew not but he might make ſome Pretence or other of | 
coming into my Chamber, my Door was not faſtened, flo | 
I bolted it, but ſo ſofily as not to be heard, and having 
thus ſecured myſelf, I liflened to the Converſation, with 
more Curioſity than I ever knew before, or have ſince felt. 
Why would you have me comp'ain of poor Cyriſtina 
to my Mother, ſaid my dear Lady? She never offended 
me in her Life, or deſerved I ſhould ſay the leaſt unkind 
Word of her — That's nothing, reply'd Menfieur 


De G———— tis for her good that I put you upon it: 


r 


— Therefore do 2s I command you -l have a 


Huſband for her, and while ſhe continues in our Fami— 
ly, ſhe won't think of ſettling herſelf in the World. | 
if you knew the Advantage it would be to her, you 


would do it without my bidding; but I am ſorry to ſee 
that one of your Age ſhould ſo little regard what I ſay. 


He added many other things to the ſame Purpoſe, 
which, at laſt put the young Lady into Tears; but ſtill 
fe remain'd averſe to accuſing me, ſtill proteſting that 


as I never gave her any Cauſe ſhe knew not how to 


frame her Words to ſuch an Untruth. A Remonſtrance 


ſuch as this from a Child, one would imagine ſhould have 
made a Parent aſhamed of his Injuſtice ; but how har- 


dened 


* r 


6 
| 
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dened is the Heart inſpired with Inclinations, ſuch as' 
thoſe of Monſieur De G at that Time! 

Finding he could not prevail on her to become his 


Agent in this wicked Purpoſe, he flew into a Paſſion, 
and riſing haſtily from the Chair he was ſitting in, well. 


faid he, I have done; but remember, Mignon, 1 will 
never forget your Diſobedience. 

You know, Madam, ſaid Chri/tina, the uncommon 
Love and Reſpect this ſweet Lady has for you both, ſhe 


burſt afreſh into Tears, and begging Monſieur De G 
to come back, entreated his Forgiveneſs, and promiſed 


to be directed by him. 


If your Repentance be fincere, ſaid he; I ſhall forget | 
what's paſt, but 'tis upon Condition you punctually ob- 
ſerve what I ſhall enjoin. 

tinzed he, that you perceive Chriſtina is in Love- 
that ſhe has had the Boldneſs to entertain her Gallant in 


Tell your Mother, con- 


your Apartment when you have been abroad and that 


coming Home one Day e you found them 
together and ſaw him- 5 
I was fo terrified, and at the ſame ſo provoked: at t the | 
cruel Stratagem contrived againſt me, that I unbolted 
my Door and flew. out, what, ſaid I, muſt Innocence itſelf 
I ſee now that 
nothing will be ſpared for my Undoing 1 ; but mean as 1 
am, my Complaints, perhaps, may move Compaſſion, 
When I proclaim to all the World, the Motives Mon- 
fear De G 


be rendered guilty to accuſe me ?— 


has for having Recourſe to ſuch in- 
famous Proceedings; but firſt, continued I, My 


Lady ſhall be acquainted with the whole Affair 
the is too juſt and generous not to Pity, and afford me 


her Protection. 
I was all in Tears, as I ſpoke theſe Words, wt Ws, 


indeed, coming to inform your Ladyſhip of the cruel 
Plot againſt me; but, Monlieur De G———fopp'd 


me, you are a fooliſh Girl, cry'd he, you dowt think 


ſure I was in earneſt. I ſaid all this only to make 
you come out of the Chamber, in a Rage, and afford 


ſome Diverſion to my Daughter. I ſhould, indeed, 
have been very fooliſh, if 1 had not ſeen this was 
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Prefect has been ſo ſucceſful—— 


342 The Virtuous Villager ; or, 
| ſpoken with a Deſign to give a Turn to the Affair, and 


by making it paſs for a Jeſt, prevent Mademoiſelle 


Mignon from thinking of it any more, or mentioning it 
to you. I pauſed a little conſidering what was beſt for 


me to do, and for the Reaſons J have already mention'd, 
being unwilling to trouble you with it, I retired, though 


not without a Murmur that expreſs'd my Diſſatisfaction. 


When I reflected on this Affair, after my Paſſion was 


a little abated, I was perſuaded within myſelf that as 
he had ventured to go this Length, he would go yet far- 
ther, and never reſt till he had found ſome way to get 
me diſcharged from the Family, in hope that Misfor- 


tune would reduce me to accept of his Propoſals, or in 


Caſe of my Refuſal be a ſufficient Revenge for the Dil- | 
appointment I had given him. How to proceed I knew 
not, loth I was to leave my Place, and ſtill more loth to 


give you any Cauſe of Complaint, ſo reſolved to wait 


the Iſſue, but to be ſo careful of myſelf, as never to 


give him any Opportunity of ſurprizing me. 


Near a Year paſt over without my receiving any Mo- 
leſtation of that kind, when accidentally, pardon me 


Heaven, I ought not to make uſe of that Expreſſion, 
ſince *twas by thy all-direQing Providence alone, I made a 
Diſcovery of a ſecond Plot - againſt me, if poſſible more 
_ cruel, and more dangerous to me than the former. 


Maria the Chambermaid under me, had pretended an 


exceſſive Fear of Spirits, and very much preſs'd me to 
become her Bedfellow, as both of us lay alone: Though 


J neverdid any thing but laugh at ſuch Apprehenſions, 
I complied at laſt with her Importunities, and after we 
bad agreed upon ion the very Night I was firſt 


to be her Gueſt, going up Stairs I found a Paper, which 
| perceived had been folded up in the manner of a Bil- 
let. open'd it, and read to my inexpreſſible 
Surprize theſe Words. | e 


5 The LETTER. 
. Neloſed you avill find a Bill for the five hundred 


— Livres I promiſed you ;———T rejoice to hear your 


— pretend to go out of 
| T Tawwn 
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Town to. moro ww, that I may not be expected by my 
Wife; but ſhall return late in the Evening, and be ad- 


mitted by one of my own Men, who ts in the Secret- 
1 fall ** ſteal ſoftly into your Chamber, and conceal 
myſelf in the Cloſet you mention, till IJ find Chriſtina is 
in Bed————=as foe will ſuppoſe it to be you, fhe will 


make no Noiſe till it is paſt her Power to prevent iy 


Defiens : all you have to do therefore is to get her from 
ay Daughter's Apartment as fon as poſſible I had 


n Opportunity of ſpeaking 40 you, fo took this Means of 


Fareauell, know 718 always for 


giving you a Caution- 
your Friend. 

Tho' there was no Direction to this Letter. nor Name 
ſubſcribed ; 3 it was eaſy for me to know the Perſon that 
wrote it, or for whom it was deſigned, and the Danger 
I had fo miraculouſly eſcaped ; I was ſometime before 1 
could reſolve how to behave in this Affair, and as it was 
now near the Time of going to Bed, I was ruminating; 
on it, when the wicked Maria came into my Chamber, 


and told me that your Ladyſhip had ordered her to do i 
| ſomething, which would detain her later than the uſual. 


Hour, fo deſired I would not wait for her but go to 
Bed, as ſoon as I was diſmiſſed from my Attendance orr 
Madamoiſelle. I looked on her while ſhe was ſpeaking, 


and whether it were owing to her own Senſe of the 


Crime ſhe was about to be guilty of, or my Knowledge 
of her Intentions, I cannot ſay, but certain it is, that 
the that Moment looked with a Countenance that had 
ſomething in it hideous 
my Eyes upon her, but as ſoon as ſhe had done ſpeaking, 
I have found a Letter, ſaid I, which I believe belongs 

to you, -and then preſented her with the ſhocking Paper 
never was Confuſion ſuch as hers at my delivering 
It to her, ſhebut caſt her Eyes upon it, and was Thunder- 
ſtruck good Heaven, cried ſhe, as ſoon as ſhe 
could ſpeak, how myſterious are all thy Ways! 
Pardon me, good God ! and pardon me, Chrifting—— 
I ſee and am aſhamed of what I have done, and now re- 
Joyce in the midſt of my Diſgrace, that the horrid 


Grime J had conſented to further is diſappointed of +» 


Q4 being 


I could not bear to turn 
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in the end | ſhameful to yourſelf— 
8 therefore 15 toe earneft Wiſh of 


344 The Virtuous Villager ; or, 
being perpetrated. With theſe Words ſhe burſt into a 


Torrent of Tears, and appeared ſo truly penitent that 1 


was very much moved at it. Well, Maria, ſaid I, I 


will believe you were unwarily drawn into a Partner- 


ſhip in this cruel Deſign upon me 
ſerved, and innocent 
now to comfort you depend upon my free For- 


I am pre- 


giveneſs, and that I will always pray you may find 


| Pardon from above] do aſſure you I will never 
divulge any Thing to your Prejudice in the Family 


all I have to aſk, is that you would write a few Words 
in the manner I ſhall dictate; 
the poor Creature was ſo much pierced with my good 
Nature as ſhe termed it, and a juſt Senfe of her Error 
that ſhe was willing to do any Thing that would appear 


to Monſieur De G 


a Reparation of her Fault ; Wat I deſired her to write 


. was in this Manner. 


To Monſieur 8 5 


TH E owl. Project you communicated to me, and which 


I too readily agreed to forward, is miraculou ly pre- 
I beg for the ſake of 


wented from taking Effet 
your own Peace both here, and hereafter, yon will no 
more proſecute an Attempt, which I dare believe Heaven 
ewill always render fruitleſs 


Juſt 


Conſciouſneſs of my Crime has made me a Convert, I hops : 
the Monitor within your own Breaft will have no leſs 
| Weight qwwith you 


Lady, but it muſt be on Condition you for the Future forego 


all will remain a Secret to my 


all Deſigns, perillous for thoſe who engage in them; and 
that Jou may do Ho 


ER Too mt rr Sar want, 
if VL Mar 


11/59 | heck T 


-it is therefore my Buſineſs 


- am convinced that 
true Virtue is Heaven's peculiar Care, and if” ſo, it will be 
in wain for any one to aim at its Deftration————the | 
Maid whoſe Deſtruction both of us had conſpired, aſſures me, 
e will pray, that we have better Mind 
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upon her to become acceſſary to his intended C.ime 

I flatter myſelf her Letter had ſome Effect on him, he: 
he has never ſince, tho' near three Years have been 
_ elapſed, ever ſpoke one Word to me, nor much leſs ever 
_ renewed any Attempts of the Nature I have been men- 


tioning Maria, however a true Penitent, and 


* 


| for Life 


Virgin's Vifory, 245 


To this ſhe would need add a Poſtcript, the Words o 


hes as near as I can recollect, were theſe ; 


S. J return you the five hundred Livres you evere 


phaſed ta encloſe, for as ] loo, upon them as the Waves of 


Sin, I durfl net put them among thoſe I have acquired 
by honeſt Lab ur, and hope you ail convert them to uſes 


more pious and more laudable, har that far; ewhich they 


_ were beſtowed on me. 


W aen ſh: had finihed this Letter, the gave it to the 


Man whom ſhe knew was entruſted with all the Se- 


crets of his Maſter, and who had brought her the 


Letter and the Money. She ordered him to deliver it 
into his Hands as ſoon as he ſhould arrive from his pre- 


tended Journey, and when ſhe had ſettled every Thing 
neceſſary with him, ſhe returned to me, and gave me 


the whole Detail by what Sollicitations he had prevailed 


always aſhamed to look me in the Face, in ſpite of all 


my Endeavours to reaſſure he-, was never entirely e:ſ/, 


and having the offer of being entzrtained in Madam De 


yours, ſince which I have never {cen her. 
Here Chriſtina ended, ſaid Madam De G 


ard 


| 1 aſked her what Ee ſhe had drawn Goa this Ad- 


venture, that would be of any Service to me. That he 
ſtands more in Awe of your Ladyſhip, replied ſhe, than 
you perhaps imagine, and that proper Methods might put 


a ſtop to his Career of Vice. 


The firſt thing in my Opinion, continued ſhe, ſhou' d 
be to find out the Woman who miſleads him, then to 


have her informed that if ever you ſhould nnd out the 


Intrigue, you have Power enough to have her confined 
at the ſame Time I would have ſome Friend 
of Monſieur De G 


manner and after remonſtrating to him the Injuſtice he 


25 Was 


's Service, your Ladyſhip knows ſhe 6 


's talk to him in a very ſerious 
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Was guilty of, and that if be did not immediately 
change his Courſe of Life, you ſhould be informed of it, 


and conſequently a Rupture would enſue, your Grievances 
would be laid open, and his Leputation n, which hitherto 


he had ſee med ſo tenacious of, entirely ruin'd. 
Tho' Chriftina's Advice did not ſuit with my Incli- 
nation, it occaſioned in me a whimſical Reſolution, and 


ſuch a one as perhaps no Woman beſide myſelf ever 


thought on, much leſs put in Practice you ſhall 


judge of it, my dear 7eanetta, continued Madam De 


G I never remember it without laughing, and I 


Care anſwer when you know it, you will be noleſs 
diverted. But I will not tell you at once the Plot, that 
came into my Head, tho* I did Chriſtina, but acquaint 


ou how ſtep by ſtep I carried it into Execution. | 
I began with going one Morning into my Huſband's 
| Cloſet, and having enquired how he did, the Carnival, 


laid I, is near at hand, and I have an Inclination to 
paſs both that and the Lent in the Country, and not return 
to Paris till after Eaſter, but would not do it without 


your Permiſſion, ſo beg to know how you approve of it. 


The Idea of my Abſence was too agreeable for him not 
to give a ready Conſent ; he not only told me I was my 
down Miſtreſs, and ſhould be ever ſo; but alſo accom- 
panied that Compliment with a Puzſe of Gold, in order 


as he ſaid to make the Carnival more pleaſing. 


The ſame Day Chriſtina and ] ſet out on our ſappoſed 


Journey; but inftead of going to my Caſtle, I went to 


ner Mother's Houſe: having mace that Woman ac- 


quainted with my Deſign the Night before————a 


Man's Taylor was immediately ſent for, and they hav- 


ing provided me with a Night-Gown, Cap and Slippers 
to prevent his having any Suſpicion I was not of the 
Sex I pretended, I made him take my Meaſure, and 
beſpoke two Suits of Cloaths, the one extremely rich, 


the other leſs ſo, and ordered them to be made with all 


poſhble ſpeed. My Commands were punctually obeyed, 
and in leſs than four Days every Thing was got ready 
and I was metamorphoſed into a ſine Monſieur, and 
you cannot conceive how much this Diſguiſe became me. 


Beth Chriſtina, and her Mother proteſted that I perſonated 


. 2 . 0 1. 
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Virgin Vickory. 


a Man ſo naturally, that it was impoſſible for any one to 
think I was not really fo. 


Now, my dear Feanetta, you will ſoon ſee into my 


Plot, which hitherto J dare anſwer you have no Notion 


f; had one Footman who I knew was perſectly 
in my Intereſt. Tunis Fellow I had ordered to be a con- 
Rant Spy on my Huſband, and watch wherever he went. 


that he might find out where this Miſtreſs who gave me 
ſo much Pain was lodged. 
As Monſteur De G— 


-complifhed In three Days the Man brought me News 


that a Lady whom my Huſband went every Day to 


viſit, often dined with, and ſeldom ſupped from, was 


called Madamoiſelle Julia, and that ſhe lived in a little 
Street near Fauxbourg Saint Honor. This Diſcovery 1 
looked upon as half Succeſs, and immediately employed 


a Perfon Chriſtina's Mother recommended to me, to 


enquire in the Neighbourhood where this Woman was 
lodged, what publick Places ſhe frequented, and 1 
ſoon found out that ſhe went very often to the Opera, 
and Comedy, bath of which ſhe was extremely fond of. 1 


hired this Fellow as a Footman, and without entruſting 


him with my Secret, for he imagined he ſerved a Maſter 


not a Miſtreſs, I made him get acquainted with Falia's 
Servant; and he ſoon proved how fit he was for the Pur- 


Pole 1 employed him in, for ſuppoling I had a mind to 
have an Intrigue with this Woman, he brought me an 
exact Intelligence of all her Motions. 


| Being informed ſhe was gone to the Theatre, what 
Dreſs ſhe had on, and in what Box ſhe was ſeated, I 
followed her thirher, and ſoon diſcovered by the Deſerip- 
tion. which of the many Ladies there, was ſhe I ſought 
after, She was tall, well ſhaped, and accompanied by 


another Woman, ſomewhat elder than herſelf, but very 
well dreſſed. I went into the next Box to her's, but had 


not preſently a full View of her Face, it being fo early 


that the Candles were not yet lighted, excepting ſome 


few' here and there. The Houſe however was extremely 


full, as it could not be expected to be otherwiſe, that 


Qo 828 being 


28 imagined me out of Town, 
he was ſome what leſs cautious than he had been, ſo that 


it was no difficult Taſk for my Deſires ſo far to be ac- 
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being the—f&rſt Night of the Repreſentation of one of 
Monſieur Yoltair:'s Tragedies———you have heard me 
often ſpeak, continued Madame De G————cof that 

_ admirable Author, and may remember with what 


Praiſes ; indeed in this, I but concurred with the publick 
Voice in doing Juſtice to his Merit 


of the Author who furniſhed this Night s Entertainment, 


_ was ſufficient to draw all the Perſons of Senfe, or who 
deſired the Reputation of it to be preſent. 


I the Face of Madamoiſelle Julia, and heard her ſay in a 
very low Voice to the Perſon who was with her, that ſne 
trembled leſt Monſieur De G ſhould come to the 

Play. By this I found ſhe had not acquainted him wit 
it, and could gather from ſome other Words they ſaid 
to each other, that he was jealous of her, which pleaſed 
me extremely, as it forwarded my Contrivance. 

Here I could not forbear interrupting Madam De 
6 I am in the utmoſt Impatience, cried I, for 
Heaven ſake dear Madam do me the favour to tell me 
what end you propoſed to yourſelf by doing all this; 

for Tam utterly unable by what you have ſaid to com- 
prehend any Part of your Deſign. 

| You are in very great haſte, replied Madam De G— 
with a Smile, it would be but Juſt to keep you in Suſ- 
pence, as they do in Romances, till the Incidents that 
follow, ſhould 'by Degrees, give you leave to gueſs at 


Queen, I don't love to refuſe any thing in my power to 
beſtow, without Prejudice ta others know then, 
1 that my Deſign was to get if poſſible the Affection of 
BY Mademoiſelle Julia, make an Aſſignation with her, and 
11 contrive it ſo, that my Huſband might ſurpriſe us to- 

_ 2 and to be convinced of the Infidelity of thois z 
43 Iort of Creatures. 

Had I been a Man, I know not if I had not in 
good earneſt, become the Rival of Monſieur De G—— 

Fulia had an enchanting Sprightlineſs in her Coun- 
tenance her Complexion was of a dazzling White- 


nels, and when ever the looked | e you, her Eyes 
. | ſeemed 


the Knowledge 


When the Candles were lighted, I had a full View of 


the Cataſtrophe 3 but I ſhould make a very gracious = 


1 
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ſeemed to ſpeak, and command your Admiration 
the more I examined her, the leſs I was ſurpriſed at my 
Huſband's Paſſion for her, yet it did not hinder me from 


proſecuting my Deſign, and tho' I was far from hating 


her, I could not bear he ſhould continue to love her. 
It was no difficult Matter for me to make an Acquain- 
tance with her: Women of her Character, tho' never 


ſo well ſupported by one Man, are ready to enter in- 


to Converſation, with as many as ſhall think it worth 
their while to endeavour it. I talked a great deal to 


| Her, and as I was well dreſs'd, and ſhe took me for a 


Perlon of Diſtinction, was very much pleaſed with the 
Compliments I made her. 


viſit her, and tho? ſhe did not immediately grant my 


' Requeſt, I eaſily perceived ſhe would do ſo before we 


parted- when the Play began, I was ſo charm'd 


with it, that I had like to have forgot the Buſineſs which 
raiſe your Idea to every thing 


brought me there 
| that can be called excellent, yet it will ſtill be ſhort of 


what this juſtly celebrated Poet preſents us with a 


Delicacy of Sentiment could never be carried to a h 
er Pitch — 

intereſting 
perſonated, than themſelves ever were in reali 


Fan:y, Energy, Sublimity, Tenderneſs were all united 
in this inſtructive Com poſition 


who poſſeſs Talents ſuch as Voltaire, they merit to have 


Monuments erected to their Memory, which ſhould con- 
tinue to the end of Time — in doing Honour to Authors 
of this Rank, we do Honour to ourſelves, and ſhew po- 


ſterity we had a Taſte capable of reliſhing Perfection. 
I was not however quite unmindful of myſelf, and took 


the Opportunity of attacking Julia between the Acts, 
and had the Satisfaction, to obſerve that every time 1 
ſpoke to her, ſhe ſeemed more and more diſpoſed to liften 


to me, and when at laſt I ' preſs'd her very home, it 


is not, ſaid ſhe, out of any diſlike to your Perſon, or 


Converſation, that I am at all reluQtant to admit your 


Viſits ; on the contrary, you appear in my Eyes a dan- 
——there is ſomething too agreeable both 


gerous Man— 


d pre- 


in your Form, and Wit, fora Woman, who woul 
4D = yy ſerve 


I entreated Permiſſion to 


igh- 
every thing was majeſtic, noble and 
the Actors were more the Heroes they 


— Happy are they 
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but was very much mortified at being obli 
- Houſe, without ſeeing her, tho' indeed I learned enough 
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ſerve her Heart, to truſt herſelf much with ge- 


ſides, continued ſhe, I have ſome other private Reaſons, 
which deter me from entring into an Acquaintance with 
you. Here ſhe ceaſed, but as J would not take what 


he ſaid as a Denial, I renewed my Petition in terms 


fo ſtrong, that ſhe at laſt conſented, with this Con- 
dition, that the Viſits I made her, ſhould be between the 


Hours of Dinner and Supper, and that I would never 
inſiſt on ſtaying a Moment longer, than ſhe thought 


it proper I ſhould go. All this I readily agreed to, 


and the Preliminaries being ſettled, I had leave to vi- 


fit her next Day, on which I ſaid every thing that Men 


uſually do on ſuch Occaſions, and perhaps exceeded moſt 
of them in my Complaiſance, Women knowing beſt 
what will be moſt pleaſing to their own Sex. She ſeemed, 
indeed, charmed with the Tranſports I expreſs'd, but 
 faid, as I was leading her to a Coach, that waited for her, 
and the Perſon that accompanied her, You Men are de- 
_ Ceitful ; while we are new to you, nothing fo complaiſant 
and fond; but when once you have obtained your Wiſhes, | 
nothing more careleſs and indifferent 
tho' I' know this, there is ſomething in my Heart, which |} 
will not ſuffer me to be ungrateful to the Eſteem you 


However, 


expreſs. for me. She ſpoke this with ſo engaging an Air, | 
that had I really been what ſhe took me for, I had cer- 


Ttainly been in love with her. 


I was careful not to omit the appointed hour next Day, 
ged to quit the 


to make me know. my Plot was in as fair a Way of ſuc- 


ceeding, as I could with. At my Arrival, I found 


ſtanding at the Door, the Woman who had been with 


ber at the Play, and who I ſoon diſcovered was no other | 

than her Servant and:Confidant : She took me into a little | 
_ Parlour, and told me, that Madamoiſelle Fu/i2 was e- 
tremely concerned, that I ſhould have the Trouble 


of coming at a Time, when it was impoſſible ſhe could ; 


admit me, a Perſon whom ſhe did not expect being, unluc- 
kily with her, and it was wholly improper Iſhould be ſeen. 


I thought, at firſt, that this Diſappointment was a 
Piece of Artifice, common enough with ſuch Women, to 


heighten 


purchaſed every Secret I deſired 
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heighten the Paſſion I had pretended, and to bring me 
to explain myſelf, as to the Advantages, ſhe might ex- 


pect from my Acquaintance: in order, therefore, to pre- 


vent my labour being loſt, when I ſhould come again, 
it ſeemed proper I ſhould begin by gaining Gogo, fo 


Was this Woman called, fo made her a Preſent of ten 
She bluſhed at receiving them, 


Lewis D'Ors.— 
but whither through Joy, or Modeſty, J leave you to 
gueſs, the Gold however had its uſual Effect it 
She informed 


me that Monſieur De G 
with her Miſtreſs, that he was extremely jealous of her, 
and thatit was noother than himſelf, who was at that time 
above with her=———he was told, ſaid ſhe, by ſome 


of his Spies, that you talked to her at the Play laſt 


Night, and when we came home we found him waiti 
for us: he reproached her Ingratitude-and-ill Conduct, 


as he termed it, and has never left the Houſe fince. 
What makes us more unhappy, is, that his Wife is now 
out of Town, and having no reſtraint upon him, we | 


hall find it an infinite Difficulty to do any thing with- 


out being i in Danger of his ſurpriſing us We uſed 
to have ſome Hours of the Day to ourſelves, but now) 
he either ſends or comes ſo perpetually, that we have a 


miſerable Time. 
I then aſled if Monficur De made any . 


by his Liberality for the Trouble he gave. To which 
ſhe replied, that they had no reaſon to complain, but that 


ſhe thought he might do better, for ſhe-knew him to be 


immenſely rich: But, added ſhe, Madamoiſelle Julia, 


is not of a mercenary Temper———Complailance more 
endears a Man to her, than all the Riches in the World 


| beſtows, is the ſame thing, as ſtriking a Ponyard to her 
Heart 


they would ſucceed if any one was to bring her a 
Sum of Money, or even a Ring or ene e 
| that Minute forbid him her HouſGG. 


was paſſionately i in love 


to offer her a Gratuity, for any Favours ſhe 


I have often blamed this Folly in her, but 
there is no conquering Nature I am obliged, con- 
tinued the cunning Gogo, to receive all the Preſents made 
to her, and to inſtruct her Lovers how to behave if 
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I took no Notice of what ſhe had ſaid on this Score, 
being determined not to pay too dear for my Curioſity, 
but aſked her, how Monſieur De G—— 


ſo as, to get into her good G races; why that, Monſieur, 
anſwered ſhe, was all owing to me——he was quite 


brutal at the firſt, ke fell in love with her at the O- 


pera, had her followed home. and the next Morning 


wrote a Letter to acquaint her, that he was very much 
charm'd with her, that he knew ſhe was kept by a Coun- 
ſellor of the Parliament, who did not allow her very hand- 
ſomely, and if ſhe would break with him, ſaid hes I 
will give you a hundred Lewis 4 Ors in hand, anda 
thouſand Crowns per Month. _ ry” op 
A fine way of Courtſhip indeed, cryed Gogo, my Miſ- 
_ treſs was highly affronted, and I went to him and re- 
proved him, for his want of Politeneſs to a Woman of 
her Merit he ſwore he had made ule of the ſame 
Method to above twenty, who had never reſented it, 
and to prove the Truth of what he ſaid, ſnewed me a Let- 
ter, which he told me was the Original of what Le wroe 
to all whom he had any Deſign upon of that Nature. 
I could ſcarce forbear Laughing, when ſhe ſpoke this, 
in her Account I ſaw my Huſband's Picture drawn to 
the Life ; but as I wanted to be informed of all relating” 
to this Aﬀair, I aſked her how ſhe brought it about, 
that two ſuch Oppoſites as ſhe deſcribed, ſhould at laſt 
agree. Why, ſaid ſhe, I undertook to reconcile my 
Miſtreſs to him, but obliged him to pay down a whole 
| Years Advance into my Hands, beſides the hundred 
Leauis d Ores, and then he had leave to come, and the 


Counſellor was diſmiſſed But, purſued ſhe, you 
cannot imagine the difficulty I had to bring him to pars 


with all that Money at once, and I don't know whither 
ever he would have done it, if I had not made him be- 
lieve the Counſellor was ſo much in Love, that we 

were in hopes of drawing him in to marry her. | 
Il Was now ſufficiently inſtructed by this moſt extraor- 
dinary Servant, every Paſſage relating to my Huſband 


and his Miſtreſs, and could not help reflecting how 


ridiculous Men make themſelves by putting it into the 
Power of iuch Wretches to expoſe them at their Pleaſure, 


but 
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behaved, 
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but this not being a Place to indulge Meditation, I took 
my leave after having gained a Promiſe from her to 
contrive ſome means of my ſeeing her Miſtreſs the next 


Day either at her own Houſe, or ſome other Place ſhe 
would find out. 8 


By all that had paſſed I had no reaſon to Deſpair, and - 


I found Gogo punctual to her Promiſe the next Day—they 


had on ſome Pretence or other got rid of Monſieur De G 
and the beautiful Julia received me in a manner, which 


left me no room to doubt I had made a real Impreſſion 
on her Heart, a thing not very common with Women of 
her Stamp————ſhe was alone, and I could eaſily 
perceive ſhe had ſummon'd all her Charms that Day, 
to compleat a Conqueſt over me———1 ſay again, that 


had I been of a different Sex I mult have loved her, there 
was a Modeſty and Sweetneſs in her Converſation, that in 


ſpite of the Injury ſhe had done me, made it impoſſible 


for me to hate her, and I found ſome kind of Confola- 
tion in my Misfortune, that I was not ſacrificed, as 1 
have known ſome very deſerving Women, to a Wretch 
without any one Allurement, but Vice to juftify the 

Change. I had not forgot the manner in which the Men 


make their firſt Advances, and behaved ſo as to make a 


very ſwift Progreſs in her Favour; all that remained 
farther for the compleating my Project was to procure an 
Aſſignation at Night, and contrive it ſo that my Huſband | 


ſhould ſurprize us together. „„ 
But, my dear Feanetta, continued Madam De G—- 


' when I was on the Point of entreating this deſtructive 


Favour of her, a Tenderneſs roſs in my Heart, and 
| Pleaded fo ſtrongly in her Favour, that J heſitated a 
good while before I could ſpeak of it————ſhe ſeemed 
to love me ſo ſincerely, had given me ſo endearing a 
Reception, and I diſcovered ſo much Senſe and Good- 
nature in her, that I thought it an unparallelled Piece 


of Cruelty to contrive the Ruin of ſo amiable a Perſon, 


and who put ſo much Confidence in me -in fine, 
tho' Reſentment ſtruggled hard, yet I could not bring 
myſelf to a Reſolution. es), LETS 

J had viſited © her four Days together, without coming 


do 


PPP 
2 
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contrive- 
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tothe Point, for which I had taken all this Pains, but 


on the fifth, ſhe put a Period to my Agitations, by 


making me of her own accord an Appointment to come 


the next Day towards Evening, which, ſaid the, I am 


determined to paſs with you, having AY to com- 
municate to you in private. 


It was then my Baſineſs, ten to the Scheme I 
had laid, to order that Servant I before mentioned as in 


my Intereſt, to acquaint Monſieur De G that Julia 


had a new Gallant, and that they were together at that 
Time, that he might have come and detected her in her | 
Perfidy, yet did I not do this, and perhaps my Pity 
would forever have got the better of my Jealouſy, had | 
not Chance done that for me, which I could not 
prevail on myſelf to do: But of that hereaſter. "0 
Il went according to the Time: Gogo was ordered to ; 
tell my Huſband in caſe he ſhould come, that Julia was 


abroad——— know, ſaid that unfortunate Woman, 


that he will be incenſed to the higheſt Degree, and 
perhaps run in ſearch of me over half the Town, but | 
where we do not love, we little regard the Pains we | 
give to our Admirers II know at any Time how | 
to make my Peace with him, a few Tears, or a well | 
cCounterfeited fainting away, will make him forego even | 
the Teſtimony of his own Eyes, fo, my dear Chevalier, | 
continued ſhe, we will have ſome Hours to ourſelves in | 
Spite of all his jealous Watchfulneſs. | 


You muſt know, purſued Madam De Mn aces 


as it was neceſſary I ſhould aſſume ſome Name, I took. 


that of the Chevalier Bellcour upon me; bat I now be- 


gan to think I had brought myſelf into a Perplexity 1 
ſnould not know how to extricate myſelf from: Julias 
Advances made me fearful ſhe would expect I ſhould be 
more the Lover than was in my power to be, and how | 


to excuſe a Coldneſs ſo out of Nature, and contrary to the 


_ Paſſion I had profeſſed for her, I could not by any means 
J was juſt thinking to pretend a ſudden 
Indiſpoſition had ſeized me, and take my leave; and 


was preparing my Countenance to agree with what I 
deſigned to affect, when the charming Falia eaſed me 
8 1 


of my Apprehenſions, by theſe Worm. 


— ß , ,, 
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I love you, my dear Belicour, ſaid ſhe, and it is my 
Opinion of your Honour that engages me to do fo, and 


alſo to make you the Confidant of the moſt ſecret Paſſages 
of my Liſe- tho' you are a Man, I imagine I ſee 


ſomething in you directly oppoſite to the common 


Artifices, Deceptions, and Vices of your Sex, and there. 


fore I will venture to lay open all my Soul, and implore 
' Your Aſſiſtance, as a Man of Virtue, and a Friend; for 

believe me that notwithſtanding the Life I lead, 1 often 
waſle whole Days in Tears and bitter Reflections. On 


what, beautiful Julia, interrupted I, you much amaze 


me ſuch Diſcourſes are indeed what I little ex- 
pected, but I beſeech you let me know in what I can be 


able to ſerve you. What ſhe had ſaid had indeed very 


8 much moved me, and at that Inſtant I felt for her all that 


could be expected from a Friend, ſuch as the ſeemed ts 
[want 


Ves, my dear Chevalier, reſumed the weeping Fulia, 


vou are the only Perſon I ever ſaw who ſeems qualified 
both by Power and Inclination to put an end to my 
Diſtreſſes, and reftore to me that Peace of Mind, which 
| has long alas been a Stranger to me, but you ſhall be 
judge yourſelf, if you will will permit me to reveal my 
_ unhappy Story, it will not be tedious and perhaps may 
let you more into the Deceit and Hypocriſy of ſome 


Sort of People than yet you have any Notion of. 
I told her ſhe would do me a Pleaſure in repoſing ſuch 
a Confidence in me, which I gave her my ſolemn Pro- 


miſe never to abuſe, on which ſhe N ks her little es. 


rative in this Manner. 


The HISTORY of Julia. 
OW E my Birth, ſaid ſhe, to the Amour of Monſieur 
1 the Marquis De -a general Officer, and Mada- 
moiſelle De R the late celebrated Comedian 


I was privately WO up * a Woman, who had owe 
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with my Mother, but falling into very bad Circum- 
accuſtomed to 
Eaſe Iknew not how to get my Bread by Labour 
Neceſſity, not Inclination, made me enter into the way 
of Life you find me in 
me hope a Proviſion for my whole Days, but all his 
Promiſes were vain————he quitted me for a new 
Object, I was obliged to liſten to the Temptations of 
a new Lover 
 thirſ——— a fourth 
tho” ſo oft a Miſtreſs, found myſelf without a Friend — 
it has not been in my Power to quit a Life which I fo 
much deteſt, that the Approaches of a Man on that 
Score, is dreadful to me, and I ſhudder at the Apprehen- 
| ſions of what ſome of my Sex as well as yours, are but 
too well pleaſed with 
Penance, even while I am going the Road to Perdition, 
and I hazard the Salvation of my Soul elſewhere for doing 
what I would give any thing but my Soul to avoid 
miſerable here, and deſponding for hereafter, I ſhall be | 
L — to the moſt frightful Extremity if not ſpeedily _— 
leyed De 2 N 
| You ſeem ſurprized, continued ſhe, and indeed have | 


ſtances, I was left without Support 


the firſt I yielded to, made 


he deceived me like the other ——a 
a fifth did all the fame, and 


- am every Day doing 


Reaſon to be ſfo————I know my Words carry an 


Enigma in them which nothing can ſolve but entring into 
a ſerious Conſideration on the Circumſtances I am inn 


J am ſenſible that moſt People would tel] me it was eaſy 


for me to quit a Courſe of Life ſo infamous to the whole 


World, and which I myſelf pretend to have an Averſion 
for they would fay all is but Artifice in me, that 


if I really repented I ſhould reform, and that there were | 
many ways by which I might ſubſiſt, if * e 
to live virtuous, were ſincere. 


But Chevalier, purſued ſhe, I think, or I am ch 


_ deceived, yet have a fund of Compaſſion in your Heart, 
that will not ſuffer you to judge of me with ſo little 
Charity, you will reflect how hard it is for a Woman 


educated in a genteel, tho' not a grand Manner, to 
deſcend to ſervile Offices for her Support- 
alſo think that even were all remembrances of former 

Plenty 


you will | 


had fettered me- 


I entreated he wonld take upon him the Direction of my 
future Actions, acknowledged to him my paſt Faults, 
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Plenty 1 to be forgot by me, the Vices I have been guilty 


of, would not be fo far forgot, as to ſuffer me to be re- 


ceive'd into any Family of Reputation you will 
rather pity than concemn me, but to ſhew you how 


much I have been diſappointed hitherto in all my At- 
tempts to change my Situation, I ſhall relate what I 
believe will ſeem very range, but yet what Heaven 
| knows to be true. Ez 
About a Year ago, being as now extremely alarmed at 

the State I was in, I made a firm Reſolution to quit it, 
and of doing every thing in my Power to loſe mylelt 


from theſe ſc: ndalous and wicked Bonds, which ſo lon: 
for this Purpoſe I ſent for a Prieſt, 


le mented the Miſery of my preſent Situation, and con- 


jured him by his ſacred Function to take Compa ſſion on me, 
and find ſome charitable Means of extricating me from the 


Labyrinth of Guilt and Shame, I was involved in. 


| He liſtened to me with all imaginable Attention, 
exacded as the firſt Proof of my Sincerity, that I ſhould _ 
ma ke a general Ccnfeflion, and while I was preparing 
for it refrain any Repetition of my former Irregularites, 
and cencluced with aſſuring me, "that if he found me a 
| true Penitent he would exert the utmoſt of his Power to 
E procure me an honeſt Subſiſtance. 
I.lhhis gave me ſome Conſolation, and reſolved to be 
guided entirely by his Advice, I diſcharged my Ser- 


vants ; ſold the beſt Part of my Furniture, and all the 


ſuperfluous Ornaments of Dreſs; broke off with a Lover 
who had provided for me, and retired to a little Lodging 
ſome diſtance from Town, where I lived concealed from 

all my former Acquaintance, paſt my Time in bewailing 

my Errors and beſeeching Heaven to enable me to 
abandon the World for ever and its deceitful Pleaſures. 

My Director came frequently to viſit me, and examine 
what Progreſs I made in my pious Reſolution: 
I hid from him nothing of the Truth, omitted no Part 
of the Penances he enjoyned me, and prayed twice as 


often as he had told me was neceſſary no Acts of 


Mortifcation but what I chearfully went e N 
in | 
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in ſpite of this State of Humiliation, Tears, Faſting, and 
all that can denote a Convert, I was three whole 
Months without being able to prevail on him to give me 


Abſolution. He told me he durſt not pronounce the 


ſacred Benediction, till he was fully convinced, that what 
J called a Converſion, was not rather a Diſguſt, which 


might perhaps wear off, and I return to my former 


Vices I then aſked what I could do farther to render 
myſelf worthy of what I defired with ſo much Ardency ; 


and he anſwered that I muſt perſevere, and time alone 
could prove the Sincerity of my Intentions. I often 


bemoaned myſelf to him, that I was ſo long delayed the 


Seal of my Tranquility, he remained inflexible, and 


nothing I could urge had the leaſt Efficacy. 
All this Time * diminiſhing the little Money [ 


had received for the Goods I had diſpoſed of, and at 
length I had nothing left for the common Neceſſaries of 
 Life————=1 then fell into a Melancholly, which was 
, 2 on Deſpair, and rendered me guilty of freſh _ 
this I communicated alſo to my Confeſſor, and 
than it was I found the true Motive of his behaving to 


Sins- 


me in that manner 


O my dear Chevalier, aid the ſorrowful Julia, 
this Wretch, for I can call him by no other Name, 


| fince he prophaned the ſacred Order he had aſſumed, 


made Religion a Cover for the moſt deteſtable P urpoſes, 
and inſtead of leading his Penitents the way to Heaven, 
aimed to plunge them headlong into Perdition 
Man, this Monſter, was become enamoured of _ 
and knowing by my Confeflions, that my Soul was 


this 


averſe to any ſuch Crime, tho' I had ſo oft been guilty 


of it, contrived theſe Delays to the end my Subſtance 


being gone, he might ſtarve me to Compliance.— 
When he found me reduced to the laſt Extremity, he made 


his impious Propoſals to me, and in ſuch daring, ſuch |} 


blaſphemous Terms as I tremble to remember ——en- 
raged, and ſhocked I drove him from my Chamber, told 
him that if he ever preſumed to come into my Sight again, 
J would make my Complaint to his Superiors, that he 
might be puniſhed according to his Deſerts. 


But 
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But a what was I preparing for myſelf? 1 might 


have thought he that could proceed ſo far would ſeruple 
nothing my Refuſal of his horrid Offers, turned 
tze Love he had for me into the extremeſt Hate: He 
| {wore he would be revenged, and he kept his Word. 


I fell into a violent Paſſion of mingled Grief and How. | 
ror after he was gone, and when I had a little vented it 


in Tears, prayed Heaven that the Baſeneſs and Cruelty 
of this true Wolf in Sheep's Cloathing, might not ſtag- 


ger my Reſolution, and I do aſſure you, that after ha - 


ving paid this Duty, I found my Heart more at Eaſe, 


and I determin'd the next Day to ſeek for ſome other 


more worthy Paſtor ; but here again my Deſigns were 


fruſtrated, about the Cloſe of Day came an Exempt and 


four Soldiers, and hurry'd me to Priſon without acquaint- 


5 ing me with my Offence, or aſſigning any Reaſon for 


doing ſo, but the Execution of their Commiſſion. 


O! what an exorbitant Power has the Church, and 


how careful ought they who are tne Heads of it, to be in 
ſtrictly examining the Morals of thoſe received into 
Holy Orders This cruel Prieſt, I afterwards heard 
had accuſed me cf having ſpoke contemptuouſly of the 


_ Prieithood, and this was enough for being confined, till 


_ 1 ſhould make my publick Submiſſions, or rather a pri- 
vate one to this Seducer ; who frequently ſent me Word, 


i. that if I would comply with what he had propoſed, I 


ſhould not only be enlarg'd, but maintain'd in a hand- 


ſome manner, out of the Charities given to the Church; 
but I choſe to periſh ſooner than ever yield, to what 1 
always look'd upon, and till do, as the worſt kind of 
\  Sacrilege. It was to no Purpoſe, I told my Story to all 


that came near me— 


it was in vain I wrote and pe- 


tition'd—all I alledged was look'd upon as an Invention, 
and an Aggravation of my Crimes ſome would 
not report it, and thoſe that did, had no other Effect 


than to occaſion my being more ſeverely treated. 

Near three Months did I languiſh in this miſerable Si- 
tuation, and I began to deſpair of ever being releaſed, 
when Providence ordain'd it io, that the Author of my 


Misfortune ſhould alio, though much againſt his De- 


ſign, be the means of "__ me. —He had the Bold 
nels 
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nels to make the ſame Overtures he had done to me, to 
the Wife of a Commiſſary———ſhe had Preſence enough 
of Mind to ſeem yielding to his Deſires, appointed him 
a Time to viſit her, acquainted her Huſband with it, 
Who with ſeveral Friends and two Prieſts, who without 


Knowing why they were invited, were placed in the 


next Room, and were Witneſſes of his Prophaneneſ. 
He was immediately ſeized, the Order was ſcandalized 
by it, and a long Series of Crimes of the like Nature 


being afterwards proved upon him, my Complaint came 
what 


under Conſideration, and I was ſet at Liberty 
became of him I know not, but it is thought he was 
privately made away with, to prevent farther Noiſe. 


Ihe firſt Uſe I made of my Enlargment was to go to 
Church, and return Thanks to Heaven. I had heard 
from the Woman with whom I lodg'd, of a Man who 
had an excellent Character, both for his Piety and Learn- 
ing to him I applied, and acquainted him with my 
whole Hiſtory : He ſeem'd firuck with Horror at the 
Proceedings of my former Confeſſor, and took three | 
Days to conſider what could be done for me; at the 
End of which he came to me, and told me he had now 


thought of ſomething to enable me to paſs the Remainder 
of my Days in Peace. W | 


Thad not Patience to aſk him what it was, ſo tran- 


ſported was I at the hope of being reſcued from Want, 


which I now felt ſeverely.———1 threw myſelf at his 
Feet, aſſuring him I ſhould be eternally oblig'd to him, 


and that I'would pray inceſſantly to Heaven for his Pre- | 


ſervation. . 15 yo 
But, O!] Belcour, what had he done for me 


is it thus good Heaven, that the Stewards of Charity di- 


| tribute the Sums that are raiſed in pious Contributions! 


* 


duce me. | | | 1 „ PS 

I knew very well what ſort of a religious Houſe this 
was, and that in order to be admitted, I muſt own my- 
{ſelf to have been a common Proſtitute; as I had never 


been what can juſtly be called fo, though render'd too 
„% | | e eee 


Ile had ordered I ſhould be received into the 
Convent of Jes Filles du bon Paſteur, and order'd me to 
be there next Day, where he would meet, and intro- 
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guilty by my Neceſſities, that Thought was inſupport- 


able: Neither, indeed, did a Convent, though ct the 


moſt reputable kind, at all ſuit me — I tlifled my 
Grief and Diſappointment, however, as well as 1 was 
able; knowing by Experience how dangerous it is to 
irritate the Church, and promiſed to be there at the 
Time he mention'd ; though, indeed, 1 never intended 
to keep my Word, nor ſeek Conſolation from ſuck Peo- 
pale, where ſo much is wanting to render them either 
compaſſionate or charitable, and who think all Virtue 


conſiſts in a blind and rigid Zeal. 


I was now oppreſt with Sorrow, and in the moſt de- 

ſtitute an! forlorn Condition imaginable, after a thou- 
ſand cruel Reflections, I bethought me of a Servant who 
had formerly had lived with me, and received ſome Profit 
by her Service wrote to her to come to me, and 
ſhe immediately obey'd my Summons ; ſhe had always 


a tender Regard for me, and ſhe gave me Proofs of it, 


| after I had with Tears related all that had happened to 
__ me———'nſtead of making me any Anſwer, ſhe left 
my Chamber with as much haſte as ſhe had entered it; 
and I began to think that ſhe had deſerted me on the 
Account of my Diſtreſs; but I was ſoon convinced to 
the contrary, in about a quarter of an Hour ſhe returned, 
and brought with her all ſhe was Miſtreſs of in the 
World, deſiring I would make uſe of it as my o- n, 
and that ſhe ſhould think herſelf happy to be again my 


Servant, and to ſpend all her Days with me. — 


embraced her with Gratitude and Tenderneſs, accepted 
her Offer, and gave her my Promiſe that whatever hap- 


pened, I would never more part from her. t is this 


Gogo who you now ſee with me, and to whom J have 


been ſo much obliged, that I love her with the Affection 
of a Siſter. NE om ear 1 . 
Thus was I compell'd again by my cruel Deſtiny to 
return to what I had taken ſo much Pains to avoid — a 
_ Counſellor of theParliament for ſome time ſupported me; 


but as I found he was on the Point of withdrawing his 
Allowance, I broke off with him in Favour of Mon. 
ſieur De , from whom I at preſent receive a 
handſome Maintainance. This, dear Belcour, is my real 
To 6 R Hfiſtory 
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_ Hifory, from which you may eaſily comprehend, how 
much I abhor the Life 1 lead, and how infinitely I 
ſhould rejoice in having an Opportunity of quitting it. 

I was moved even to Tears, continued the excellent 
Madam De G at this melancholy Relation; but 
had the utmoſt Impatience to know what Deſigns ſhe 
c uld have on me, and why ſhe had made Choice of one 
fo much à Stranger to her, for her Adviſer and Confi- 
dent. I was going to aſk in what ſhe would command 
me, when ſhe prevented me by ſaying ; you are the on- 
ly Man in the World that I depend on to draw me from 
the Precipice in which I am fallen. ou have often 
aſſured me that you love me, and as you have never 
approach'd me with thoſe Freedoms which render your 
Sex ſo diſagreeable to me, I am apt to flatter myſelf it 
is rather a ſolid Friendſhip, than a vague and wanton 
Paſſion you are inſpired with in my Favour.— I hope 
I do not deceive myſelf in this ConjeRure ; but to make 
Tryal of it, aſſiſt me I ccnjure you in takipg the only 
Step I wiſh. I only aſk your Protection — the 
Money Monſieur De G- has beſtowed on me, is 
ſufficient to ſet me up in ſome honeſt Trade; I would 
change my Name, and Place of Abode, as well as my 
Conduct; and as a Perſon cannot go to any ſtrange Place 
Without ſome Recommendation, 'tis that I would entreat 
of you, depending on your Secrecy and Readineſs to pro- 
mote my TER Ten you ſhall find my Induſtry entitles 

me to it. 


I was opening my Mouth to Maier her Requeſts, and 


to encourage her in a Deſign I ſo much approved, when 

| we heard Gogo's Voice ſcreaming at the Door, and uſing 
her utmoſt forts from hindering Monſieur De G 

from coming in. He had been inform'd that Julia 

Was not gone out, and that a Gentleman had been ſeen 

to enter half frantick with Rage and Jealouſy, and 


determin'd to be convinced, it was in vain ſhe attempted 
to obſtruct his Paſſage, he ruſhed in with two of his 
Servants, flew up Stairs, and ſeeing the Door ſhut where 
we were, order'd them to break it open immediately. 
Julia was terrified left Murder ſhould enſue, if I were 
found with her, I told her that I had infallible Means 
W e to 
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to pacify him, yet to make her eaſy I would conceal 
my ſelf— the entrented I would, and I went into a 
Cloſet while ſhe unlock'd the Door. The Scene was 
very pleaſant, my Huſband, began to ſtorm, on which 
ſhe affected to be as much in a Paſhon. He aſke. 
what ſhe had done with her Gallant, ſhe proteſted none 
had been with her; but that being indiſpoſed, ſhe had 
order'd G2go to deny her to him. In ſine, after a 

great many Reproaches on both ſides, they quarrelled 
themſelves Friends; and Fulia deſired he would go with 


her into the next Room, p:e:ending ſhe had ſomething to 


ſhew him, imagining no Goubt, but that I would take 


that Opportunity of eicaping ; but that was not my BU 


fineſs.———— No time could bs ſo fit as this for the Exe- 


cution of my Deſign, and juit as my Huſband paſicd h 


the Cloſet, I ſtirr'd myſelf io as to make him hear ſomeé- 
body was there— he ſtarted, and then cry'd out, in- 
famous Woman! is it thus you have deceived me ? theſe 
Words were accompanied with ſeveral Blows, which 
made her cry out.- 1 flew from my Ccncealment ard, 
lay ing one Hand upon my Sword, ard with the other 
taking him by the Shoulder, fye, Monfieur, taid 3 
how dare you treat a young Lady with ſuch unmanly In- 
| ſolence ?—— Monſieur De G- was never very fond 
of Rencounters, ſuch as my Behaviour threatned ; he grev/ 
pale, and ſtepping back, cry'd he had paid too dear for 
that unworthy Woman, not to have her all to himſelf 


ago, faid I; but Mea cf your Age are fit only to main- 


tain Miftrefies for thoſe who are younger. could, 
not ſpeak this without burſting into a Fit of Laughter 
pre! ent 7 


Which ſpoiled all. Monſieur De & 
knew me ; but was, perhaps, mor? Meri at doing fo, 
than he had been before. My Wite, faid he, and 
was fo diſconcerted that he fell back into an eaſy Chae 
as I was fearful of the Effects of ſuch a Surprize, | 


threw myſelf upon him, and inſtead of reproaching his | 


Infidelity, rally'd him in a fond manner, for his tyran- 
nical Treatment of fo lovely a Creature as Julia. 
His Aftoniſhment and Confuſion being a little over. 


he begg'd to know the meaning of this whimlical Ad- 
R2 venture, 


that might have been proper enough ſome Years 
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venture, I gave him the whole Detail of it without Diſs 
guiſe, and concluded by ſay ing, that ſo far from diſap- 
proving the Eſteem he had for my charming Rival, I 
Vo ild be the firit to entreat he never would withdraw 
If ſeeing me in her Apartment, and in a Habit he 
could little have imagin'd I ſhou!d ever aſſume, had ſur- 
prized him, it was far inferior to what this Requeſt occa- 
ſion'd in him——he look'd on me, and then on Fuln 
 ——-litted his Eyes one Moment to Heaven, the next 
fixed them on the Ground, and appear'd in ſuch Perplexi- 


tt, that I thought it neceffary to eaſe him of it, which | 
I did by cbliging Julia to repeat her Story, Not all 


the Terror and Confuſion, the Diſcovery who I was had 
given her, could hinder her from diſcanting on her Mis- 
| fortunes with a peculiar Grace. She concluded 
with the moſt earneſt Entreaty, to be taken from her 
pieſcnt way of Life, and intei u ove her Supplications 
with ſuch pious Reflections, on the Article of Salvation, 
that Monſieur De G———=could not help being moved. 
We all wept in Concert, and on my deſire my Huſ- 
band ſettled a Penſion on her, ſufficient to maintain her 


move Wan. ĩᷣͤ nh: „ 
Thus, my dear Feanetta, continued Madam De 
ended an Adventure, on the Succeſs of wlich 
I do not a little value myſelf. — Julia remains in 
Paris, and lives in a manner conformable to the good In- 
clinations, which won me to take pity of her.- 1 
viſit her as often as I come to Town, and have a great 
deal cf Pleaſure in her Converſation; but my greateſt 
Happineſs is, that Monſieur De G is entirely re- 
claimed, and leads a Life of the utmoſt Regularity, for 
which he is ſo complaiſant as to tell me, I may thank my 
own good Conduct and Sweetneſs of Diſpoſition. 1 
We enter'd the Town where we were to dine, juſt as 
Madam De G———had finiſh'd her Story —— I thought 
it no leſs agreeable than intereſting, and it gave Occa- 
ficn to many Reflections on the Temptations of Poyer- 
ty, and the Duty incumbent on Parents to provide for 
their Children .a Refuge from it, as far as is in their 
Power. 1 e . 
| | The 


Hirgiu's Victory. 5 


\ 


The Evening of the fame Day we arrived at the 


Caſtle — Monheur De G- received me with 


the greateſt Reſpect, and the young Mademoiſelle Mig- 


non with an equal ſhare of Tendernels ——— | teitihed 
my Gratitude by all the Acknowledgments that Words 
could form, and as all the Civilities that paſs'd between 
me and thi; amiable Famiiy were perfectly ſincere, the 
Pleaſure was ſo too. os = 


After the firſt Compliments were over, I aſk'd for 


_ Chriftina, ſhe was in the Room, but ſo alter'd by a late 
Fit of Sickneſs, that I did not know her; but on hear- 


ing me mention her Name the flew to me, took me in 
her Arms, and thanked me for temembripg her. In- 
deed, I always loved her, but the Inſtance her Lady had 


given me of her Virtue, render'd her much dearer to me 
than ever. | £ 5 I 


Madam De C-—<<=condoted me to the Apartment 


| | defign'd for me, and 1 had ſcarce put off my Travel- 
ling Habit, when her Huſband, who had left us alone 


together, came in and afk'd if I was ready to ſee 

ſome Company who were juſt arrived? I had no time to 
reply, that Moment the old Marquis enter'd foilow'd by 
his Son, and the Count De Saint Fal. I was all in Con- 


fuſion at the ſight of them, for though by all Circum- 
ftances I concluded I was to meet them there, and that 


in this Houſe I ſhould receive the Decifion of my Fate, 


yet 1 could not help feeling at their Preſence, ſome Emo- 
tions to which I knew not well how to give a Name. 


The old Marquis complimented me on my Recovery, 
but neither of the young Noblemen ſpoke a Syllable, 


nor offer'd to approach me; I followed their Example, 


and directed my Diſcourſe wholly to him who had ipo- 
ken to me ;——— after I had wiſt'd him Joy on his 
look ing ſo well, he told me that the Small-Pox in his 


Opinion had rather improved than any way diminiſbd 
my Beauty; but as to my Son, ſaid he, it is quite other- 


wiſe, if ever he was happy in the Affections of the fair 


Sex, he muſt not now expect a Continuance of it; that 


rugged Face of his will entirely loſe him among the La- y 
dies. This little Piece of Raillery I thought touch'd 


me, and I could not keep myſelf from anſwering, that 
the Love ofa Woman, who regarded only the Perſon of 
VV 
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a4 Man was little to be valued; but put the Caſe mY 
= Sex were all ſo weak, the young Marquis had no Re- 
if | lon to be alarm'd ſince he ſeem'd the ſame as ever in 
my) Eyes. I took this Opportunity of giving him a 
_ _ Glance, which convey'd much more of my Soul than 
! was proper for me to reveal in Words You are very 
| good, Feanetta, ſaid the old Marquis, but partial Eyes 

ipy no Defects, ſo I am not ſurprized at it. 

I made no reply to theſe Words, but bluſh'd and hung 
down my Head, as fearing I had already ſpoke too 
much.——— ——The old Marquis ſeem'd all collected in 
himſelf, and ruminating on ſomething very material 

in Complaiſance to him the whole Company were mute, 
and there was a general Silence, for I believe the Space 
of Three Minutes. — I knew not what to think 
Hope and Fear by Turns poſſei's'd me, and Suſ- 
pence gave a hurry to my Spirits, which had it conti- 
nued much longer, might have had a bad Effect on me. 
— -! trembled inwardly, and it was with Difficulty 
I kept my Countenance from changing, when the Father 
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bf my Lover aſd Monſieur De if he had 
given Orders we ſhou'd net be 'nterrupted, to which the 
l bother anſwering that he had, it is well purſued he, then 


| Tarning to me, ſpoke in the following Terms. 

"The Time is now come, my dear Feanetta, ſaid he, 
| to put an End to all your Troubles, and to crown your 
| Virtuell muſt acknowledge that your Beauty, 
} and your. Wit merit a Fortune ſape:ior, to that wh ch you 
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are going to enjoy; but yet theie Qualities would never 
| 1 have gain'd upon me to decide in your Favour; it is 
iy | te Proofs you have given me of your Virtue, and a cer- 
4 [ | tain Majeſty of Sentiment, which I could never have 
Wl | imagin'd in you, without the Tryals you have been put 
| | | to ſevere in the enduring, I confeis, but glorious in 
| j | tie End ——— What theſe Proofs, or theſe Tryals were 
1 are yet a Secret to you; but I will now explain all.— 1 
i! j knew the Paſſion you had for my Son, as well as the Ex- 
. ceſs of his for you; but 1 knew not whether you 
were worthy of the one or the other, or whether either 
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of you were worthy of my Approbation, of your 
mutual Deſires, to prove you firſt, I therefore aſſumed 
the Lover, omitted nothing that I thor ght might pain 
VV 5 your 
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ycur Favour, I went ſo far as to offer to marry you, in 


order to diſcover whether a certain preſent Eſtabliſhment, 


might not tempt you to forego one altogether uncertain, 


and which according to the Sentiments 1 ſeem'd poſſeſt 
of, you had little Reaſon to hope would ever be your 
105.— could not ſuſter a Son for whom I had fo 
great Affection, ſhould run the Riſque of marrying à 
Woman, who had only. Grandeur for her Aim, in en— 


gaging his Heart, and this was the Method I took to 
pei etrate into the inmoſt Neceſſes of yours. -M 
Search diſcover'd even more than I could conceive of 
Fidelity, Tenderneſs, and Sincerity, and from that, I ſet _ 
301 down as worthy of him, as his conſidering your in- 


| trinſic Merit, without any Regard to Birth or Fortune, 
render'd him worthy of you. 


All that now remain'd, continued he, was to diſcoyer 


if this Son, ſo much beloved by me, deſervd I ſhould 


ſacrif.ce for his Contentment, all Memory of-my Rank, 
and all Regard for public Cenſure, in conſenting to a 
M tca of ſuch Diiparity in Point of Blood, and this I 
th ught could be done by nothing, but his being willing 
to rein all that was dear to him in Life, for niy ſake, 
—Hed For ſan ſucceeded in his Endeavours of finding 


where you were conceal'd, I ſhould have begun this Tryal 


by obliging my Son to confeſs the Truth, and deliver you 


into my Hands, and this would have ſaved both cf you 


the many Dangers you have run ; but Heaven, that has 
puniſh'd my Preſumption in attempting to fathom like 


itſelf the Hearts of Men, after threatning to deprive me 
of my Son, has been pleaſed to reſtore him to me, and 
o preſerve a Treaſure for him, with which his very Life 


was wound up, and which was ever deſtin'd to be his. 
My next >tratagem, dear Feanetta, was that pre- 
' tended Fit ef Sick neſs, which every one imagin'd to be 


real ————How, my Lord, cry'd the young Marquis, 


kiſſing his Father's Hand, is it poſſible the cruel Con- 
dition in which you ſeem'd, ſhould be no more than 
connterfeited? No more, irdeed, reply'd the Marquis, 


but let me proceed,. and every thing ſhall be made clear. | 


I think, purſued he, I acted the part ofa ſick Man 

natura ly enough, nor was it d fizult for me to make it 
believcd, as J would have it; For/an, whom I had taken 
„„ I | into 
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Reſolution, retarded your Happineſs 
more, and my Son had been in Poſſeſſion of that Hand, 
you thought yourſelf about beflowing upon me 
_ fainting away, the Sickneſs which enſued, prevented the 
_ pleaſing Surpriſe J had prepar'd for you. Ohlhow ſeverely 
did I then repent, my not diſcovering myſelf ſooner. 


ſieur and Madam De G 
joyned in this affecting Scene 


World 
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Into Favour again, on the Service he had done me, in 
getting your Letter intercepted, was let into the Secret, 


as Was alſo my Phyſician, and two Valets- de- Chamber, 5 
as theſe were the only People who came much about me, 
it was eaſy with their Aſſiſtance to impoſe on the reſt of | 
the Family——The Event anſwered my moſt ſanguine 
Wiſhes; and by ſacrificing your Love to me, have prov'd, 
you merit that I ſhould facrifice all the Scrupies that 
might oppoſe your Happineſs——Nor, added this excel- 
= Jent Nobleman, addreſſing himſelf to me, was I leſs @a- 
_ tisfied with your complying with my Son's Requeſt, in ſo 
tender and trying a particular——Immediately had both | 
your Virtues been rewarded— 


you were juſt going to 
be united, when Nature too powerful for your generous 


one Moment 


But Heaven, whom I never ceaſed imploring, in Mer- 


ey has reſtored you to me, and gives me the Power to 
finiſh what I have begun——— Approach, my dear 
Sion, continued he, taking me by the Hand, receive from 
me that Feavetta, for whom you ſo long have ſighed 


y yielding you have gained her, and in her a 


Jewel, you can never ſet too great a Value on. 


Never were Agitations equal to mine at that Inſtant 
my Joy was ſo great it even became painful 


My Heart was full, and my Eyes poured oat my Tran{- 


port- the old Marquis himſelf dropt a Tear, Mon- 
with generous Saint Fal, 
my Lover could not 


ſpeak, but we both fell at the Feet of him, whom we 


now look'd upon as more thian a Father. 


Riſe, my dear Children, ſaid he, I am truly happy in 


what 1 have done — but yet this is not all that Prudence 


requires, every one ought to have ſome regard to the 
have concerted Meaſures ſo, as to keep the 
Extraction of Feanetta a Secret we that know her, 


| know her to be greater in her Qualifications than any 
Birth could make her, but conſidering what Slaves we 


are 


ht 


V . TT. 


IC 


Place you'll have time enough to inſtruct them, in 
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are to Prejudice, I think it Policy to impoſe on thoſe of 
mz own Rank, and pretend her deſcended of a Race, 
h ch has no Exiſtence, but in my own Invention. 


In fire, I have made every thing ready for the Cele- 


bration of your Nuptials—'T he Contract you both ſign'd, 
and has colt ſo many Tears, is drawn in your Names 
o, my dear Child, ſaid he to me ſmiling, you 
ſee I did not forget my Son, the Uneaſineſs you expreſt 
on the Account of a Proviſion for him, was without foun- 
dation, but you may remember, I then told you we 
ſhould all be farisfied, and I think I have kept my Word. 


I have nothing now more to inform you of, than 
th: t as ſoon as I found you were recovered, I came to 


| theſe worthy. Friends, and related to them the whole Af. 


fair; but 1 enjoyned Secrecy, becauſe I was willing te be 


the firſt, from whom you ſhould receive the News of your 
„„ 


Thus ended the Marquis his obliging Speech, fain 


would I have given Vent to the Extacy of my Soul, in 
the moſt tender and grateful Acknow!edgements, but 
Modeſty reſ rained my Tongue —— net ſo my Lover, 
he threw himſelf twenty times at his Father's Feet, kiſs'd 


his Hands as often, and ſeemed even wild, with Gra- 


titude and Joy — After ſome time ſpent in Acknow- 
ledgements on our Parts, and Congratulations on the 


other, the Marquis told me, that my Father and Mother 
were in the Houie, he having deſired Monſieur De G— 


to ſend for them, in order to be Witneſſes of my Marriage, 


tho' as yet they knew not on what Occaſion they were : 


invited; but gave me to underitand, they muſt return 


no more to their Cottage, it being not conſiſtent with the 


Meaſures he had taken of concealing who I really was 
they ſhall not be Loſers by it, ſaid he with a Smile, 
I will give you my Eſtate De F. — — 
which is an hundred Miles off, and will bring you in 
__ tventy thouſand Livres a Year ——— you ſhall live 
there with them, and your Huſband, 'till I find a pro- 


— | 


per time to have you nearer me ; but your Parents ſhall 
remain there, and enjoy it for their whole Lives, and 
that will be an Attonement for quitting their native 


Your 
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your Journey, how to behave : it is not very difficult to 
aſſume an Air of Eaſe, when one is really at eaſe. 


How excellently good was this ! how greatly did 
this worthy Nooleman requite all my Sufferings on his 
Account ! but if I ſhould attempt to ſpeak my Grati - 
| tude, it would be impoſing a Taſk upon myſelf, which 
I ſhould never be able to perform, and I have often 
thought, that it is on ſuch Occaſions, that we are 
truly ſenſible, how inſufficient the Organs of the Body, 
are to repreſent the Ideas of the Soul. | 

Hitherto I never had Courage to own to the old Mar- 
quis that Barbara was my Aunt, but the Profuſion of 
Kindneſs he now treated me with, emboldened me to it; 

on which he ſaid, I am glad of it, we fhall make one 
more Perſon hap | 
This dear and worchy Father of myLover, informed 
us alfo, for before he had not Time to do it, for Subjects 5 
more intereſting, that he had retained in his Service, on- 
ly thoſe who attended him in his pretended Sickneſs, and 
diſcarded the others to prevent Diſcovery- I have 
diſmiſſed For/an too, ſaid he, becauſe he once was im- 
pertinent, and exceeded his Commiſſion, but have pro- 
vided ſo well for _ that he has no Reaſon to com-. 

Plain. 
My Happineſs was too — to it of Refontiwne, 
and I interceeded with ſo much Eagerneſs, that he might 
be admitted to partake of the common Joy, that he was 
Again received into the Family, and as I have ſpoke of 
his ill Behaviour,'tis but juſt in me to ſay, that after hewas 
ſo, he never gave any Cauie for Diſcontent. 
Madam De G perceivingevery thing was ſet- 
tled, reminded us of going to Supper: every one ſeem'd _ 
ready to agree to her Propoſal, the Satisfaction of the 
Heart generally gives a good Appetite——tho I dare 
anſwer”, that till ſhe ſpoke, the young Marquis, any more 
than myſelf, never once thought of it————as we ſat 
at Table, I could read Impatience in his Eyes, perhaps 
too mine ſpoke the fame Language. I have in the be- 
ginning of theſe Memoirs promiſed Sincerity, and have 
always maintained it * will not therefore 1 in TO. 
5 cluſion 


preſently diſcovered myſelf to them, fell at their Feet, 
entreated their Forgiveneſs that I had deceived them by 
a fiftitious Name, acquainted them with my Reaſons 


Pirgin's Victory. 3 


clufion deviate: 'tis certain I longed to have my Ha 


pinefs compleated, nor is it to be wondered at, ſince I had 


experienced too many Diſappointments to be ſecure of a- 


ny thing till I had it in poſſeſſion; but bleſſed be Hea- 


ven they were now all over, and all ill Fortune quite for- 
ſook me. 1 


When Supper was ended, I flew to my Apartment, 


where my Father, Mother, and Aunt attended to ſpeak 


with me, tho” they little thought on what Buſineſs, 1 


for ſo doing, and the Honour I was at laſt raiſed to-— 


Tears and Embraces could alone expreſs their Joy, — 
my Mother, preſſing my Cheeks cloſe to hers, cryed, Heal 
ven be praiſed—I told them in two Words what was in- 
_ tended for them, and then propoſed to my dear Aunt, 
who could hardly be perſuaded I was her Neice, either 


to accompany us, or return to her beloved Village, 


offering her my Father's Houſe, and Money to buy a 
Piece of Land to ii | | 
ed ſhe, ſince Providence has ordained it to be ſo, I am 
for no Village, when you are not there 
I quitted it to follow you, when J little thought the ſame 
Blood ran in both our Veins, and do you think PH 
ever leave you now———HÞeſides your Affairs are to be a 


No, no, my dear Neice, cry- 


= you faw 


Secret, and I wont fo fardeceive you as to ſay, I could : 


: keep myſelf from telling the whole Story to every 
| ſoon go through the Pariſh, I could not forbear ſmi- | 


ling at her honeſt Simplicity ; but begged ſhe would 


nevertheleſs be on her Guard for my ſake; her Reply 
was, that I had nothing to fear, provided ſhe kept 


cout of her Village, as J had experienced in the Time 
ſhe had lived with me. | 5 „ 


It cannot be ſuppoſed, that any of as, eſpecially my 


ſelf, ſlept much that Night———Exceſs of Joy is as 
great an Enemy to Repoſe, as Exceſs of Grief—all 
my paſt Sufferings occurred to my Remembrance, and 
heightened the Idea of that Happineſs, I was going to 
enjoy) the whole Family to whom I had been al- 


ways 
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ways dear, partook in my Felicity, and were up mach. 
before the uſual Hour Chriflina came into my 
Chamber, to aſſiſt me in dreſſing for the ſacred Ceremony 
my Mother and Aunt followed her, but I had ſcarce 
got my Cloaths on, when the impatient Marquis ran up 
Stairs, and cryed, through the Key-Hole, every thing is 
ready my Angel 
opened to him, he flew to me and taking me in his 
Arms, kiſs'd me with ſuch an eagerneſs,as made me bluſh 


they wait for you. Ihe Door being : 


to Death, after this he ſaluted my Mother and Aunt with 


great Tenderneſs, calling them by thoſe affectionate 
Names, and then turning to me, cried, what is it we ſtay. 
for now ? his abrupt Eagerneſs made me ſmile, and” 8 
ving him my Hand, he led me to the great Drawing 
Room. The old Marquis, Monſieur and Madam De G—, 
with the Count De Saint Fal, and my F ather received us, 
and conducted us to the Chappel, where before the holy 
Altar thoſe Vows were made, which are never to be 


broke, and which my dear Marquis continues to aſſure 


me, he no more than myſelf, ever once repented of, that 
charming Ceremony, authorizing the molt paffionate En- 
| dearments, they are laſting as they are great. 

The old Marquis's Scheme for concealing my Extrac- 


3 tion was punctually put in Execution, and tho' there were 


many inquiſitive, and buſy Tongues, employed concern- 
ing our Marriage, their Diſcourſe made no Impreſſion 
to diſturb our Peace Entirely taken up with our o- 
Happineſs, all foreign Objects are unw orthy our Attention 


mutual Loves; amidſt the great World, tis in my own 
Family I find my Pride and Pleaſure, my dear Mar- 
quis even more, if poſlible, my Lover, ſince he became 
my Hyuſband, joins with me in paternal Fondneſs, and 
; prey ether we enjoy that true Felicity, which only Virtue 

ſtow, and only virtuous Minds be capable of re- 
= 3 -O, may our Example have many Imi- 
tators, and all who purſue the ſame MO. be attended 
with the fame oP F-5 : 
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